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Novernber 17, 1967

The Honorable James C. Eastlend | : ‘ )
The United Statcs Senate :
Washington 25, D.C.

! Dear Se: ator Eastland: ,
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of our employees and ten
; you a debt of gratitude for your wholche
I in the question of our survival., I was
.1 said that this has been the most encouraging
past seven zxonths : N

interveniion
gerating yesterday when
developnmient for us in the

o
W
)
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! Thanks to you, Scnator Dirksen gave us a warrm welcorne yester-
' day afternoon and indicated his desirve to do whatever he could. I was
. much encouraged. "
It occurs to me that you might like to see a copy of the memo-
. randum which Senator Dirksen asked us to prepare for hin: and it is
i therefore enclosed. s "
-F-‘J.

With great respect,

Sincevely yours,

John Richardson, Jr.
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PRESENT SITUATION OF RADIO FREE EURCPE

Background

Radio Free Europe is the No. 1 channel of communication between
the people of five strategic East European countries and the Western World.

Its regular listenership totals twenty-five million persons--approximately

“half of the politically aware (aged 15 or older) populations of its listening area

RFE pi‘oneered, in peacetime, a unique. means of reaching into and
inﬂuerncing denied areas. Its broadcasts center on the problems and con-
cerns of its listeners, rather than the projection .of official Amveric;an
viewpoints. It specializes in informétion about East Europe ifself which
Communist regimes suépress or ,clistort. Professionally qualified East'
Europeans, directed and supervised by responsible Americans, talk to their
countrymen exactly as if they were operating a free pa.triotic opposition press

inside each country.

The first loosening of Soviet control over the area, and first stirrings

1

-

‘of change or opportunities for change, have intensified RFE's special value.

In the words of a recent official Executive Branch survey, "meaningful

improvement of conditions in East Europe will substantially depénd on the

kind of changes RFE seeks to promote. "

RFE's combination of initiative and flexibility with responsibility,
and ability to maintain its private image and person-to-person relationship
with its audiences, depend on two factors: Boards of Directors (of Free

Europe, Inc. and Radio Free Europe Fund, Iﬁc. ) made up of nationally

respected private citizens with distinguished backgrounds in public affairs

and the busincss world: nw

£
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by th'ousands of volunteer civic and business leaders and hational organization
These,)c:itizens, and millions of individual contributors, feel a personal
commitment to RFE. They belifeve (and they are, gssentiall;lf correct)-that
their ‘support has made possible and effective a privately managed national
institution which makes a vital contribution--their contribution--to ireedom,
secﬁrity and peace. ‘ -

\

Periodic charges that RFE was CIA-or government-supported,

- over the years, have never shaken this attitude because the fundam.enial

W

private attributes of the effort were obvious. The sensational publicity set

|

off by RamEarts maaazme last February has had no perceptlble effect on

volunteer fund campaigners or on the, level of contributions.

The Problem

Following widespread exposure of cdvertly financed activities, a
special committee headed by Undersecretary Katzenbach produced, and the
President ai)pro)ved on March 29, a statement of policy that '"no Federal |
agency'”shbuld "provide any covert financial assistance...to any of Ebe

nation's educational or private voluntary organizations, "

This report projected December 31, 1967, as the date by which covert

financing could be "largely--perhaps entirely' terminated. It also proposed

that ir”overriding national security interests" required, exceptions might
be made by the Imerdepartmental Review Commlttee with concurrence of the

Secretaries of State and Defense.
1

(The report also proposed develoPment of a public-private mechanism

’

to openly flnance overseas activities which serve the national interest. Howey
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studigs to e}ducational and cultural activities, and has made no formal |
propo‘sals. )

The Boards of both Free 'Europe,' Inc.. s and~RFE Fund, Inc., &éaded
by thelr Chairmen, Former Ambassador to NATO John C. Hughes and Standar
Oil /of New Jersey Chairman Michael L. Haider) and Executive Commlttee
.Cha‘irmen_ (fojmerbAmbas sador to the U.N. Ernest A. Gross and CBS
: Pre$ident Dr.f Frank Stanton) took an immediate active interest in seeking a
svolutién'for R‘FE consonant with the Katzex;bach Report requireﬁenté. In

| :
June, they adéﬂress.ed a three-point recommendation to the sub-cabinet level

committee wljich oversees covert activities. This recommendation called
for continuation of RFE and related a;tivities maintenance of its private
characte‘r', and such acknowledgment of government support as might be
necessary. Both Boards offered their serviées 'in finding a solution.

The sub-cabinet group discussed all pbssible alternatives apd narrowed
them down to 'thf‘ee: continuation of RFE substantially as at present; transfer
t§ USIA; or Aliquidation. However, before deciding among these, it d}rected
a joint study by fepresentativ_es of all agenbies concerned. This study group
recor.nmended continuance of RFE on the present scale, fundi.ng as at present
but with acknowledgment, and limiting of public solicitation.

f'I-Iowever, no acticn was taken on this recommepdation by the sub-
cabinet group; in éarly Septemnber, the issue passed to cabinet-level covnsider‘at

As of November 17, no decision has been reached. The deadline projected by

the Katzenbach Report is, as stated, December 31,
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Consequences of Transfer

Directors ére convinced that a transfer to USIA would be tantamount
to liqu/idatior\- It would be read as a "government takeover, " an@ would
re:sult ina progressive, very rapid di§solution of the organization and it;
effort.

: The gravest consequences would be loss to the United States of
| ‘ :

méjoxj capabilities to exert pressure against the USSR thréugh its cibse st
allies, and loss also of the West's stfongeét single form of leverage, through
communications, on developments in much of the Comrnunist world. The
p§ychological impact of a seeming U.S. withdrawal of interevst and 'presence
f1;0m an area importa-nt to future European unity and peace would be felt in
both ﬁast and Wést Europe.

However, the arcas of immediate difficulty'would be in the U.S.:

Private supporters: Those who have personally taken part in efforts

supporting RFE, helping to convince the American public, their friends,

bnsiness.‘coliéagaes and oréanizations, that RFE's private character. was
crucial to its success. They include:
-:Presidents Truman, Eisenhower, Kennedy and Johnson
--Secretaries. Dulles, Hevrter and McElroy, Generals Clay,'
Norstad and Gruenther, and former Undersecretaries
- (now Board members) Roswell Gilpatric, Robert Murphy and
Livingston Merghant. |
-;Hundred's of ma;jor corporation executivés such as Messrs.
/

+Haider, Greenewalt (du Pont Chairman), Roche (General

. Motors Chairman), Henry Ford II, etc.
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- -National organizatiohs and many of their chief executives:
American Legion, VFW, General Federation of Womcns'
/ Clubs, U.S. Chamber of Commerce, AFL-CIO, and nearly
: eighty others.
--Some eight thousand community :léaders in every state.

Iniadditidn, there have been several million contributors.
‘i A} -
Generally speaking, these are many of the same people who provide

.. the backbone of support for American poliéy on Vietnam and for firm, con-
structive approaches in foreign relations generally. The' sense o"f betrayal
which they Wouldllegi‘cally feel, if th‘e importance of RFE's private character“
were suddenly negated and its effectiveness undercut, would ha;fe damaging
consequences,

Special-interest groups: Lérge East'European ethnic groxips, as well

as other anti-Communist-oriented organizations, would read an apparent

~

emasculatiog of RFE as a symptom of "appeasement' of the Communist world.

P
o~

The impact c'ogld be massive: in Poland alone, RFE has an estimated ten
millioﬁ listeners, who in turn have active ties with many of the estimated six
million Polish-Americans.

Outside the United States, RFE’S ability to continue operatmns in
West Germany and Portugal Wox;;ld be 1mper11ed by its becoming a de facto
eubsidiary of‘the Voice of America or USIA. With such a >pretext, broadcast
licenses, property leases and frequency assignments ;could all revert to the
local governments for their own use or transfer to the higheet bidder.
The Solution
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Amb;ssador_s in RFE's target area, and by numerous private professional
expert;. Its efficiency and effectiveness are not in question.

The Directors are unanimously convinced that RFE rr;ust be pi‘e served
with its private character intact. They believe that because of RFE's over-
whelming public support, any solution to the current problem will work,
which does not require major changes in the present funding arrangements and

\

public po sture,

Radio Liberty

Radio Liberty, because of the importance of its target audiences in
the Soviet Union, serves the national interest in the same way as RFE, and

most of the above considerations apply to it as well.

November 17, 1967

e
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'RFEA 457 \9 FEB 7

)

DURKEE' INFO YARROW HOVEY DUNNIKG XAUFMANN REYMAN
FM}\Q&LZER INFO GROZIER KINGSLEY FISCHER

URGENT
ITEM OF SPECIAL INTEREST:

FURTHER RE. RFEA 30 OF 9 FEBRUARY;“THE FOLLOWING IS
THE FEBRUARY 7 WEPSZ4BADSAG ARTICLE BY ISTVAR PINTER, WHICH
APPEARED IN THE SUNDAY SUPPLEMENT SECYION UNDER THE MEADLINE
"THE APPEARANCES SHOULD REMAIN...." WITH THE SUBHEADLINE
“"SECRET AMERICAN DOCUMENTS ON THE SITUATION OF RFE." IT
INCLUDES THE PPLVIOUSLY MENTIONEZD BLURRED REPRODUCTIONS OF
PURPORTED LETTERS BY JOHH¥ RICHARDSON AND SENATOR EASTLAND;
ON ONE LETTER ONLY THE LETTER HEAD "UNITED STATES SENATE"
AND THE SALUTATION 'THE PRESIDENT, THE WHITE KOUSE, WASHING -
TON D.C.™ AKD MY DEAR MR. PRESIDENT” ARE LEGIBLE, WHILE
ON THE OTHER THE LETTERHMEAD "FREE EUROPE INC.," THE SIGNATURE
"JOHN RICHARDSOH JR.™ AND A STAMPED “C;ASSIFIED" CAN BE READ.
(A COPY OF THE FACTUAL ARTICLE IS BEI%G AIR-POUCHED TO YOU
FEBRUARY 10.) FULL TRANSLATION FOLLOWS: ;

TWO UNKNOUS ACQUAINTANCES IN MUNICH RECEIVED SIMULTANEOUSLY
THE URGE TO WRITE LETTERS REPORTING TKE RENEWED COMMOTION CAUSED
IN ENGLISCHER GARTEN 1, THAT IS T0 SAY IN THE GENTER OF
BY THE STEP TAKEW BY CLIFFORD CASE, AWIRICAN SENATOR. AS IT IS
KNOWN, CASE PUBLISHED THE RESULTS OF THE INVESTIGATION DEALING
WITH THE SECRET RELATIONS BETUZSN RFE WD THE CIA. 1N MUNICH THE
NERVOUSNESS UAS NOT CAUSED PRIMARILY BY THE EXPOSURE, AS THE
RELATIONS BETVEEN THE AMERICAN INTELLIGENCE SERVICE AND RFE ARE
FOR SOME TIME ALREADY NO SECRET TO THE NEWSPAPER READERS, BUT
BECAUSE CASE PROPOSED AGAIN THAT INSTEAD OF THE CIA WHICH SECRETLY
FINANCES THE RADIO'S ACTIVITIES, RFE’S BUDGET SHOULD BE DETERWINED
BY AMERICAN LEGISLATION.
Approved For Release 2006/09/25 : CIA-RDP72-00337R000500270061-8
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ANb SUPPORT" THEM FROM WASHINGTOW AND UEW YORX -~ ADHERE STUBBORKLY
AND OBSTINATELY TO THE STATUS QUO. THAT IS TO SAY THZY ADHERE TC
TﬁE PRACTICE WHICH -- ACCORDIKG TO A CONFIDINTIAL MENMORANDUM DATE ZD
17 NOVEMBER 1967 AND PREP@RED IN THE MUNICH CENTER -- "IS BASED
UPON TWO FACTORS: ON THE BOARD §F DIRECTORS (FREE EUROP COMPANRY,
RFE FOUNDATION CORPORATION) THE MEHBERS OF WHICH ARE PERSORS

WITH EMINENT AND SERIOUS SOCIAL AND BUSINESS BACKGROUMDS, AND

(ON) AN ORGANIZATION COLL TING FUNDS NATIOWWIDE WHICH HAS THE
VOLUNTARY SUPPORT OF THOUSANDS OF NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND
LEADING PERSONALITIES OF THE SOCIAL AND BUSINESS WORLD.;

]

- MORE -

PAGE 2 -, h

THE MEMORANDUM SENT BY JOHN RICHARDSON JR. TO SENATOR JAMES 0.
EASTLAND, WHICH CAME INTO OUR POSSESSION TOGETHER WITH AN ALSO
|CONFIDENTIAL|LETTER WRITTEN BY SENATOR EASTLAKD TO JOHNSON,
PRESIDENT OF THE USA AT THE TINME, ARE VERY INTERESTING AND
EDIFYING LECTURES, IT WAS COWPOSED WITH THE AIM TO GIVE DETAILED
INFORMATION ON THE GOALS OF RFE, ITS METHODS AWD SITUATION TC
THOSE WHO, DURING THE COURSE OF THE DE3ATE DEVELOPED IN
VASHINGTON, TOOK A STAND WITH KESPING UP RFE®S STATUS QuO. IT
WAS SENATOR DIRKESN WHO ASKED FOR THE PREPARATION OF THE MENMO-
RANDUM AND THEN EASTLAND, AS THE PRISIDENT OF THE SENATE'S JUDICIARY
COMMITTEE, ADDRESSED A LETTER TO JOKNSON IN THE DEFENSE OF RFE
("WE ARE EXPRISSEDLY ASKING THAT RADIO LIBERTY AND RADIO FREE
EUROPE SHOULD BE ABLE TO CONTINUE THEIR ACTIVITIES IN THE SANE
SYSTEM OF FINANCING AS HITHERTO.") AND JOHN RICHARDSON JR. SENT
HIM, ACCOMPAHIED BY A LETTER FﬁLL OF THAWXS ("YESTERDAY I WAS
NOT EXAGGERATING WHEN I SAID THAT FOR THE LAST SEVEN MONTHS YOUR -
'STATEMENT WAS THE MOST ENCOURAGING EVEHT."), A COPY ERTITLED:
"THE PRESENT SITUATION OF RADIO FREE EUROPE.Y/SINCE THEN THE
 SITUATION IS ACTUALLY UNCHANGED. IT MIGHT HAVE CHANGED TO THE
EXTENT THAT IT HAS BECONME EVIDENT; IT HAS TO CHANGE SHORTLY AS

Approved For Release 2006/09/25 : CIA-RDP72-00337R000500270061-8
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Iﬁ THE INTRODUCTION =~- TH&T THEY WANT T0 IRTERVERE IN THE LIFE

OF THE SO~CALLED "EAST-EURCPEAN COUNTRIEZS.™ "IN PEACE TIME RFE

23

IS THE ONLY MEANS WITH THE HELP OF WFEC H THIS AREA CAM BE REACHED
AND WHERE WE CAN EXERT IWFLUZNCE.™ THAT IS TO SAY: THEY INTEWND
RFE TO BECOME AN INSTRUMENT WHICH SU oSTITGTES THE “REAL" TOOCLS
oF WAR. THEY ELABORATE THAT RFE IS SUITaBLE, WITH THE HELP OF

.@
F!
"-7

WESTERN MOWEY AND OTHER {EANS, TC PRODUCE FFECT I® AN IMPORTANT

- MORE -

PAGE 3

PART OF THE COMMUNIST WORLD. THE METHOD IS SUBCRDIBATZED TO 'THE
GOAL: T.THEY S?EAK'TO THEIR COWPATRIOTS, UNDER THE DIRECTION AND
CONTROL OF THE RESPONSIBLE AME I AN LEADERS, AS IF PUBLISHING
FREELY IN fHE TERRITORY CF THEIR CWX COUNTRIES AS A PATRIOTIC
OPPOSITION PRESS.™

THUS IT IS UNDERSTANDABLE WHY THE APOSTLES OF RFE STUBEORUWLY
MAINTAIN THEIR ALLEGATIOWN ?HAT’THEY DO NOT RECEIVE THEIR WMOREY
FROM THE AMERICAN BUDGET AND FROM THE CIA. THE PRESENT CON-
STRUCTION COVERS THE EVIDENT FACT THAT, CONTRARY TO THE RADIO'S
NAME, IT HAS AT ITS DISPOSAL VERY OFFICIAL RESTRICTIONS A&ND,
IN REALITY, CARRIES OUT IN ITS OWY CHARACTERISTIC LANGUAGE THE
MOST* AGGRESSIVE LINE OF OFFICIAL AMERICAN POLICY.
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" IS A PRIVATE FOJGDATION AED ORGANIZIS FROW, TINI 70 YIsi, WITH
LOTS OF PROPAGANDA, FUND-RAISING COLLECTIONS. I TRU?H -~ WHICH
HAS BEEN SUPPORTED BY THE RECERT!

. CASE -~ RFEZ (AND RADIO LIBERTY CARRYINZ CUT THE SANE FUNCTIONS

IN RUSSIAN) ARE DIRECTLY &ND PROVABLY FIHANCEQ (T0 THE EXTEN? OF)
S0 PER CEWT BY THE GOVERNMEHT OF THE USa, AFTER THIS THE
,ARGUMENTA?IGNvOF‘THE MEMORAKDUM IS SHEER HONSENST WHEN IT SAYS:
"THE FOR YZA&RS PERIODICALLY VOICED (SIC) SLANDERS, ACCORDING

TO WHICH RFE IS FINANCED BY THE CIA OR THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT,
DID NOT WEAKEN THE RADIO'S PUSITION &S THE ENTIRE PRIVATE
CHARACTER OF THE FINANCING WAS EVIDENT, THE DATA PUBLISHED IN
FEBRUARY THIS YEAR Il THE PEREOSICAL RAMPART(S) HAD #0 EFFECf

0N THE VO?UNTEERS CARRYIKE oUT THE CG?LECTION, THAT IS T0 say

ON THE SUMES OF THE CONTRIBUTIONS.”

- MORE -

PAGE 4

IT HAS TO BE ADDED THAT JUST BECAUSE OF THE PRCPORTION OF THESE
MONEY SOURCES, THEVSIZE'OF‘CHECKS ARD BANKNOTES FROM THE PRIVATE
DONORS EFFECTS RFE OKLY IN AN INSIGUIFICANT MTASURE. IT IS MUCH
MORE IMPORTART THAT THIS FORM OF FIHRANCING SERVES AS A DISGUISE,
THIS IS THE REASON WHY THE UORK OF THE COMMITIEE LED BY UNDER
SECR%?ARY OF STATE KATZENBACH, WHICH REVISED EXTENSIU&LY "THE
COVERTLY FIRANCED ACTIVITIES®™, CAUSED SUCH A PANIC It WMUNICH,

AND WHICH DESIGNATED 31 DECENMBER 1967 AS THE DEAD-LIKE “WHEN THE
GREATEST PART OF THE COVERT FIHANCING HAS TO CEASE,_OR PERHAPS

ALL OF IT." TRﬁE,.THE COMMITTEE SAY SONE EXCEPTIONS TO BE NECESSARY ’
FOR CASES WHEW “THE VITAL fﬁ?EREST OF HATIGNAL SECURITY™ MAKES
THIS DESIRABLE, THE ¢
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IMARILY TC ATTAIN THIS .

PURPOSE -- AND ACCORDING TO THE SIGNS HFE, I.Eo. ITS HIGH-RANKIUWE
FSUPPORTERS, SUCCEEDED TO OBTAIR &T LEAST THE POSTPOUSHENT OF THE
DEFINITE DECISION -~ THAT THEIR PROBLEMS SHOULD BE RARKED WITH
THESE "EXCEPTIONS™.
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THE COUNCILS OF THE FREEZ ZUROPE IUSTITUTE AND THE FREE EUROPE

I REE E
FDUNDATION STEPPED INTO ACTION AND SUSMITTED TO THE GOVERNMEKRT
COMMITTEE FORMED FOR THE CONTROL OF “COVERT ACTIVITIES™ A PROPO-
SITION OF THREE POINTS I WHICH THEY POINTED OUT THAT “IME FURTHER
EXISTENCE OF RFE AND THE XEEPING OF ITS PRIVATE CHARACTER Is
ABSOLUTELY DESIRABLE,_AS IS THE OFFICIAL RECOCGHITION OF

NECESSARY GOVERNMENT SUPPORT TO BE OFFERED T0 IT."

THE THREE SOLUTIONS: RFE WIiLL GO 03 OPERATING IN ITS PRESENT

- MORE =~

PAGE 5 -

FORM; RFE’S TRANSFER TO THE SPHERE OF AUTHORITY OF THE USIs (AN
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT. OFFICE DEADLIKG WITH PSYCHOLOGICQL‘WAHFAHE)
AND FINALLY THE LIQUIDATION OF RFE. IE'?HE VIEYW OF THE DIRECTORS
ONLY THE FIRST PROPOSITION CAR EF CONSIDZRED, MATURALLY THEY

DO NOT WANT TO KEAR ABOUT THE LIGUIDATION OF RFE. ON THE OTHER
HAND THEY DECLARE THAT, ".... THE PLACING OF RFE IN THE SPHERE
OF AUTHORITY OF THE USIA WOULD BE EQUAL TO 178 LIQUiDATIOﬁg“
AND "WOULD RESULT IN THE SPEZDY TERYINATION OF THE ORGAHIZATION
AND ITS ACTIVITIES,.”

Y
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* THE OPPOSERS OF THE “RETREAT™ REFER

I A SURPRISIHELY DETER-

MINED TONE TO THE FACT THAT “DISCOWTENT WOULD MAKE FELT ITS EFFECT
PRIMARILY IN THE UNITED STATES.” A¥D THEN THEY ENUMERATE WHO ‘
WAS AND IS SUPPORTING THEM: “PRIVATE SUPPORTERS: THOSE WHO PAR-
TICIPATE PERSONALLY IN THE SUPPORT OF RFE ARD TRY TO CONVINCE
AMERICAN PUBLIC OPIWION, THEIR FRIZNDS AND BUSINESS ASSOCIATES

AND VARIOUS ORGANIZATIONS THAT THT PRIVATE CHARACTER OF RFE

IS A DECISIVE FACTOR IN ITS SUCCESS. ANONG THESE ARE PREISIDENTS
TRUMAN, EISENHOWER, KENNEDY 4NMD JOKNSON; MINISTERS (SIC) DULLES,
HERTER AND MCELROY, GENERALS CLAY, NORSTAD AND GRUENTHER AS

WELL AS FORMER UNDER SECRETARIES OF STATE (AT PRESENT COUNCIL
MEMBERS) ROSWELL GILPATRIC, XOBERT NMURPHY, LIVIKGSTOW MERCHAET ,
SEVERAL HUNDRED LEADEZRS OF THZ BOARDS OF DIRECTORS OF THE LARGER
CORPORATIONS ... GENERALLY SPEIAKING THESE ARE ESSENTIALLY THE

SAME PEOPLE WHO SUPPORT SUSSTANTIALLY THE AMERICAN POLICY IN

THE VIETNAM QUESTION ND WHO FORM & BASIS FOR THE DETERMINED
CONSTRUCTIVE APPLICATION OF THE FORZIGH POLITICAL LINE. THE FEELING
OF BETRAYAL WHICH, IS UNDOUBTEDLY ARCUSED I THEM MIGHT RESULT It

DESTROYING CONSEQUEHCES BECAUSE OF THE UNEXPECTED DECREASE IN

o
CTIVEKESS."

RFE'S PRIVATE CHARACTER AND EFFE

« MORE =

MORE JIN A MIRUTE...
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THIS MEMORANDUM DATED THREE YZARS 430 ALSG REFLECTS THE
FEAR -- WHICH UNDERSTANDASLY HAS IBCREASED -- THAT SOONER OR
LATER THE EUROPEAN COUNTRIES Hﬁﬁﬁﬂ%iﬁ@ RFE WILL @ET TIRED oOF

THE EXISTENCE OF RFE BASES WHICH PUT THEIR SOVERZIGUTY InTo A

STRANGE LIGHT. A CHANGE IN THE SITUAYION COULD INDUCE THE INTERESTED

EUROPEAN GOVERNMENTS TO CARRY OUT CHANGES ALSO I§ THE STATUS RFE
ENJOYS IN THEIR COUNTRIES. THIS FEAR IS REFLECTED IN THE SUMe
MARY: "IF RFE WOULD -BECOME 4 SUBSIDIARY COMPANY TO THE USIA OR

1

THE 'VéiCE OF AMERICA® IT WOULD GREATLY AGGRAVATE RFE*S FURC-

f

TIONING OUTSIDE THE FRONTIERS OF THE UNITED STATES: I wIsT
GERMANY AND PORTUGAt; IR THIS CASE THE LOCAL GOVERNMENTS TAXE
INTO THEIR OWN HANDS THE MATTERS OF PERMITS FOR BROADCASTING,
THE LEASE AGREEMENTS OF THE TERRITORIES AND THE DETERMINATIOR OF
FREQUENCIES~yHICH THEY APPLY FOR THEIR OWH USE OR OWHN INTEREST."

- MORE -

PAGE 7
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THUS: "THE PRI‘ TE CHARACTER OF WFE NHUST BE MAIWTAINED BY ALL
MEANS..e.ANlY KIND OF SOLUTION CCULD BY EFFECTIVE YHICH DOZS HOT
REQUIRE DECISIVE CHANCE 1¥ THE PRESENT FINANCING SYSTENM ANDV
WON'" EFFECT ITS SGCIAL STATUS.™ THE S'"SE&UCNL EVERTS -- RO
ESSENTIAL MEASURES WERZ TAKEN -- PROVE THAT UNDER THE PRESSURE
OF EASTLAND, DIR{SEN A&ND OTHERS -- DESPITE THE KATZENRACK PRO-
POSAL -~ THE JOHNSON ADMINISTRATION DID NOT MaXE A DECISIOHN
IN THE CASE OF RFE AND LEFT THE WHOLE MRTTER TO THE ®IXKON
ADMINISTRATION. THE NEW AMERICAN PRESIDENT QDULD SURELY HAVE BEEN
GRATEFUL TO HIS PREDECESSOR FCR A SOLUTION, IN ANY CASE -~
THIS CUSTOM WAS BROUGHT INTO MONOR ALKIADY BY EISERHOWER -~
SHORTLY AFTER HE TOOK'OFFICE HE WROTE A LETTER TO THE LEADZRS
OF RFE IN WHICH HE HAS POINTED GUT THAT IN HIS OPINION “RFE
CARRIES OUT AN ESTREMELY USEFUL ACTIVITY." HOWEVER, THE CORRES-
PONDENTS OF RADIO FOUND IT PECULIAR THAT THE PHOTOCOPY OF THE
NIXON LETTER -- CONTRARY TO THE LETTER OF WELCOME OF KIS PREDE-

CESSOR -- HAS NOT BEEN SHOWN TO THE PUBLIC, BUT OHLY E ?PfS CcrF
THE LETTER HAVE- BEEN EADE PUBLIC. MANY PEOPLE OBJECTED TO THIS,
SAYING THAT EXACTLY IN THE CURRENT UNSTABLE SITUATION THE PUBLI-
CATION OF THE LETTER WOULD HAVE A& REASSURING EFFECT ox THE !MOOD
OF THE PEOPLE WORKING THERE. OTHER PEOPLE THINK THAT NIXON'S
MESSAGE WAS HOT PROCLAIMED FROM THE HOUSETOPS PURPOSELY QE”AUSV
NIXON WOULD MAXE A FOOL OF HIMSELF IN CASE RFE MAY MOVE AFTER
ALL. NEVERTHELESS THE LETYER WAS EVALUATED IN A WAY THAT THE
AMERICAN GOVERWMENT -~ IN THE COURSE OF THE NEGOTIATION OF THE
QUESTION ~- WILL DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE FOR THE EXTENSION OF THE
CONTRACT,

THE MUNICK PROGLEM
WELL, IT MUST BE NEGOTIATED, IT IS H&4RDLY COMPATIBLE WITH
THE "NEW EAST POLICY" OF THE WILLY BRANDT GOVERNMENT THAT MUNICH

SHOULD BE THE HOME OF THE CIA R&DIC STATIONS DISGUISED AS RADIO

- MORE -
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CGNSIDER MORE AND MORE DOUBYFUL THE UNCHANGED HAINTENQNCE OF THE

POSITION OF RFE. IT IS TRUE YHAT IN BOWW =-=- IN SPITE OF THE

PRESSURE OF IWTERNATIONAL PUDLIC OPINIOW -- MO EFFECTIVE INTER-

VENTION HAS BEEX DECIDED UFOH VET, THEI PERFORHANCE OF SENATOR CASE
H

HAS AGAIN REFERRED TO THE FaClT THAT THE, BY X0 MEAES PRO-

vy
=
o
=
o

COMMUNIST BUT BY ALL WEANS SENSIBLE, AWIRICAN POLITICIAN
TO FARESTALL THE MURICH PROSLEN AND ARE TRYING TO PRIVINT THE
SHARPENING OF THE QUESTION. TH ALL PROSABILITY THE PEOPLE AT RFE
WORK AGAIN ON REW SUMMARIES TO DEFER AGAIN THE DECISION WHICH HAVE
COME TO THE FRONT IN THE SENATE OVER THR

'NO DOUBT, HOWZVER, THAT AN INCREASING LUMBER OF PEOPLE IN THE.
AMERICAN OFFICIAL QUARTERS ARE OF THE.OPINION THAT THE "ADVANTAGE" -
OF THE MAINTERANCE OF THE MUNICH SPY STATION FOR THE “WESTERY

WORLD® IS LESS AND LESS PRGPORTIONAL TO THE IMMENSE BURDEN WHICH

THIS MAINTENANCE REPRESENTS.

e

- RAGE=YT

(TME ARTICLE REPRODUCES A PICTURE OF THE TWO LETTERS WITH THE
FOLLOWING CAPTION: "ABOVE: LZTTER OF SENATOR EASTLAND, PRESIDENT

OF THE SEWATE'S JUDICIARY COMMITTEZ URITTEN ON 17 NOVEMBER 1967,

IN WHICH HE PROTESTS AGAINST THE PLAY 76 LIQUIDATE RFE. UNDERNEATH:
JOHN RICHARDSON JR. DIRECTOR OF RADIO FREE EUROPE, IN WHICH HE
THANKS EASTLAND FOR THE "GENEROUS AND SUCCESSFUL INTERVENTION,®

END OF ARTICLE.

IT SHOULD BE WOTED THAT RADIO MOSCCW DOMESTIC (AT 0700 AND
1100 HOURS), RADIO MOSCOW I SLOVAK (AT 1300 HOURS) AND RADIO
HVEZDA IN GCZECR (AT 1430 HOURS) HAVE aALL CARRIED SUMMARIZATIONS -
OF THE PRAVDA ARTICLE OF RFE AND LIBZHTY TODAY (FEBRUARY 9.

ALSO AUSTRIAN RADIO SROADCAST AR ITCM OB THE PRAVDA ARTICLE

IN ITS 1200 HOURS REWSCAST, WHICH IT IS ASSUMED WAS BASED OR
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UPI STORY.
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