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I feel proud and grateful that Nicaragua
was chosen to be host for this Conference by
the unanimouls vote of the delégates last
year in Santo Domingo. It spells continental
recognition of our economic efforts, as well
s of our political stability which, fortified
by democratic principles, has resulted in
dynamic stability.

Our progress and freedom have run along
parallel lines, as have work and the dignity
of man within a peaceful revolution, and
along these paths we shall continue our
forward progress.

In commemoration and in honor of each
and every distinguished participant, and in
recognition of my people’s efforts, I declare
for Nicaragus that this year of 1970 be known
as “Saving and Loan for Housing Year.”

TUpon officially inaugurating this Eighth
Inter-American Savings and Loan Confer-
ence, I fervently invoke the blessing of the
Almighty—in the spirit of our American
forefathers—that this Conference produce
real benefits for the peoples and governments
of this hemisphere.

Thank you.

THE PACIFICATION PROGRAM IN
SOUTH VIETNAM

(Mr. PHILBIN asked and was given
permission to extend his remarks at this
point in the Recorp, and to include ex-
traneous matter.) )

Mr. PHILBIN. Mr. Speaker, I include
in the REcorD the very impressive report
filed by our able, distinguished colleague
and dear friend, the Honorable JamEes A,
BYRNE of Pennsylvania, head of a special
House Armed Services subcommittee, on
the subject of the pacification program
in South Vietnam,

The committee was composed of Mr.
ByYRNE as chairman, and our able dis-

- tinguished colleagues and friends, Hon.
Wrirriam G. Bray, of Indiana and Hon.
CuarrLes H, WiLson of California.

The committee visited and toured the

- total pacification area, and its report is
a fine, constructive document that
should be read by every Member of Con-
gress and by the American people.

‘I compliment the estcemed Members
for an excellent piece of work, and Mr.
BYRNE for his outstanding leadership.

The report follows:

To: The Hon. L. Mendel Rivers, Chairman,
House Armed Services Committee.

From: James A. Byrne, Chalrman, Special
Subcommittee of the House Armed Serv-
ices Committee.

Subject: The Pacification Program in South
Vietnam.

Mr, Chairman, herewith is a report from
me on the study made by a special sub-
committee composed of three members of the
Armed Services Committee, namely the Hon.
William G. Bray of Indiana, the Hon. Charles
H. Wilson of California, and myself, made
on the scene in January, 1970,

The pacification program in South Viet
Nam made tremendous progress in 1969; how-
ever, there are still many problems remain-
ing and we should be prepared for the pos-
slbility of further setbacks as the Republic
of Viet Nam struggles for stability.

The success of the pacification efforts is
vital to the pollcy of Vietnamizing the war.

Pacification seeks to provide security for
the people to establish and enhance local
government responsible to the people and to
meet the economic and soclal needs of the
people. } ' :

This program must succeed if the South
Vietnamese Government is going to stand on
its own feet in the years ahead as the Amer-
" icans withdraw from Viet Nam.
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All the evidence we saw indicated that the
pacification program has made significant
strides in 1969. The trend of development s
encouraging.

The South Vietnamese top leadership ap-
pears to be putting forth genuine efforts to
make government more responsible at the
local level. .

A growing number of people are in secure-

areas and on-the-scene opservers we talked
to indicated a growing belief in the govern-
ment on the part of the people.

Indications of progress include:

The Regional and Popular Forces have
been increased considerably in strength and
the Popular Self-Defense Forces—the farm-
ers and workers who defend their homes
at night or when under attack—have been
armed and greatly expanded. Joining the
PSDS (Popular Self-Defense Services) con-
stitutes 8 commitment to the government
both for the man and his family.

Securlty for hamlets has improved sig-
nificantly. At the beginning of 1969, only a
little more than 50 percent of the hamlets
were In the secure category. By the end of
the year, more than 85 percent were in that
category. The percentage of population con-
trolled by the Viet Cong is less than 3 per-
cent.

There has been a significant increase in
the number of elected village and hamlet
governments—in both cases the number of
such governments elected has jumped from
less than one-half in early 1969 to more
than 90 percent today. Viet Nam is a land
of hamlets and villages so thiy strengthen-
ing of local government is of great Ima
portance.

The large number of displaced persons
has been and continues to be a major social
and economic problem. However, during 1969,
the number of displaced persons has been
reduced from well over one million to about
268,000. During the year, some 488,000 were
returned to their villages and 586,000 were
resettled.

The Chieu Hoi, or Opeh Arms program,
designed to induce the Viet Cong to rally
to the side of the government, had its best
year by far in 1969. During that year, more
than 47,000 came over to the government
side, as compared to only 18,000 in 1968.

These are just some of the indicators of
progress.

During our three-day stay in Viet Nam,

the subcommittee spoke to Ambassador Ells-
worth Bunker; Gen. Creighton Abrams,
commander of U.S. Torces and the U.S. Mill-
tary Assistance Commission in Viet Nam;
William E. Colby, deputy to the ambassador
in charge of pacification; numerous Ameri-
can military and civilian officlals at various
levels; and many Vietnamese officials,

The subcommittee also spent a day with
pacification officials in the Danang area and
visited a school and a resettlement village.

I support the policy of turning the con-
duct of the war over to the Vietnamese as
rapidly as possible, Therefore I was particu-

larly anxious to study the progress of the

pacification effort, which is the key to Viet-
namization.

The continued progress in pacification
in 1970, as was achieved in 1969, will be
of immeasurable benefit to the Viet Nam
Government.,

However, anyone who has followed de-
velopments in Viet Nam over the years has
learned the value of skepticism. No other war
or major undertaking has suffered so much
from overly optimistic estimates.

We all remember pacification when indices
of progress prove to be illusionary. There are
problems remaining. There is a shortage of
well-trained middle level leadership.

The Viet Cong infrastructure has not been
seriously damaged. The National Police and
the working of legal procedures at the local
level need a great deal of improvement.

The enemy retains the capacity to cause
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serious difficulty. The success of the pacifi-
cation program is anathema to the enemy’s
hopes and it would be a mistake to assume
that he would not challenge 1t. We should
be prepared for new attacks and setbacks.

The most knowledgable people we talked to
expect some enemy offensive before the be-
ginning of the rainy season in late spring.

It should be remembered also that under
the best of circumstances the pacification
program will require the free world’s moral,
financial and technical assistance for some
time to come.

The pacification program ls going in the
right direction and has made significant
progress, but has a long and difficult road to
travel.

It can succeed if its present rate of progress
is continued and there is no slackening in
hard work on the part of the Vietnamese
and no loss of patience and perseverance on
the part of both the Vietnamese and the
Americans.

AIR POLLUTION

(Mr. SANDMAN asked and was given
permission to extend his remarks at
this point in the RECORD.)

Mr. SANDMAN. Mr. Speaker, air pol-
lution has reached a point in this coun-
try where it has a profound effect upon
the very existance of mankind. If there
was ever a time to attack this problem,
it is now.

I heartily endorse the President’s en-
vironmental program, particularly as it
relates to the problems of air pollution.
I firmly believe that the setting of na-
tional air quality standards is timely and
effective.

We do not know the full extent to
which air pollution damages human
health, but we do know that it is hazard-
ous.

National standards would eliminate
our present, more cumbersome proce-
dure by which each State proposes air
quality standards which must be ap-
proved or disapproved by the Federal
Government. The President’s proposal
would allow the States to concentrate on
actual control of pollution.

The President’s proposal will require
all States to control air pollution. No
State will be a haven for polluters. No
citizen will lack protection because he
happens to live outside a designated air
guality control region.

I also support a revised system of de-
preciation allowances for those indus-
tries that install new devices that curtail
the expulsion of foul odors, dust, and
smoke in the atmosphere.

WORLD FREEDOM DAY

(Mr. DERWINSKI asked and was
given permission to extend his remarks
at this point in the Recorp, and to in-
clude extraneous matter.)

Mr. DERWINSKI. Mr. Speaker, since
January 23, 1955, the people of the Re-
public of China have annually commem-
orated the massive choice for freedom
made by more than 14,000 Chinese Com-
munist POW’s of the Korean war a year
earlier. This annual Freedom Day has
inspired and encouraged thousands of
mainland Chinese to defect and find free-
dom in the Republic of China and other
areas of free Asia. The expansion of this
movement over the years has been so
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impressive that in 1968 the World Anti-
Communist League decided to observe
January 23 as World Freedom Day.
This past January 23, World Freedom
Day- was. successfully observed in the
Republic of Ching and by freedom ac-
tivists in all of free Asia, the United
States, and other parts of the world. The
collective determination shown in not
only holding the lines of world freedom
but also extending them toward the cap-
tive nations of Asia, Europe, in the
Soviet Union, and in Cuba cannot but
bring encouragement to the 1 billion
captive people in the Red Empire. In the
confident hope that this movement will
expand further in the trying period
ahead. I commend to the thoughtful
reading of all. Americans the addresses
and significant messages that made up
the program in the Republic of China:
Mass RALLY FOR OBSERVING WORLD FREEDOM

DAY REPUEBLIC OF CHINA, JANUARY 23, 1970
PROGRAM

1. Meeting opens.

2. Hymn of Freedom Day.

3. Peal of Freedom Bell.

4. General Chairman takes Rostrum.

5. Attendance Stands Up at Attention.

6. National Anthem.

‘7. Salute to National Flag.

8. Reading of Messages from President
Chiang and Others.

9. Address by General Chairman Ku Cheng-
kang.

10. Speech by Vice President Yen. (Band
Musie).

11. Speech by Gen. Thomas Lane of the
uU.s.

12. Report by KXorean Freedom-Fighter
Mr. Dong Joen Lee.

13. Reéport by Vieitnamese Freedom
Fighter Col. Tran Van Dac. (Band Music),

14. Infroduction of Newly Arrived Free-
dom-Fighters by General Chairman Ku.

15. Report by a Representative of Chinese
Freedom-Pighters. .

16. Introduction of and Speech by Mr.
Lubmoir Hanak, President of the European
Cordination Center.

17. Reading of Rally Declaration and Cut-
going Messages.

18, Hymn of Freedom Day.

19. Cheers.

20. Band Music.

21, Meeting Ends.

PRESIDENT CHIANG KAI-SHEK's FREEDOM DAY
MESSAGE

More than 14,000 Chinese Commuinist
POWs of the Korean War resisted threats
and overcame difficulties in their courageous
cholce of freedom outside the bamboo cur-
tain. On January 23 of 1954, they reached
this free island bastion of the Republic of
China. Their dauntless spirit and intrepid
action have made a matchless contribution
to the history of man’s struggle for free-
dom.

January 23 has subsequently been ob-
served as Freedom Day. This movement to
enhance human dignity and encourage man-
kind’s struggle for freedom has countered
atitempts at enslavement and has won wide-
spread support among the free and demo-
eratic nations of the world. Consequently,
the World Anti-Communist League declded
in 1968 tb observe January 23 as World Free-
dom Day. Growth of this movement bears
witness to the rising unity of the world's
anti-Comimunist forces. The determination
and fighting spirit of enslaved peoples have
heen helghtened immeasurably in their
quest for liberty.

I have often pointed out that Communism
is at the root of all aggressive wars and
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that the Peiping reginie is the source of evil '

hehind all undertakings of aggression. Until
the Chinese mainland is freed from the Red
scourge, the world cannot expect an era of
tranguility.

Rapid progress has been made in all as-
pects of the Republic of China’s San Min
Ghw I (Three Princlples of the People) re-
construction in the national recovery base
of Talwan, Penghu, Kinmen and Matsu. This
has made an important contribution to the
safeguarding of peace and freedom in the
Asian and Pacific region. The Peiping regime
has been forced down the road of polilical
disintegration, social disorder, economic des~
leccation and military upheaval. The regime
i3 at the end of its rope and far-reaching
changes can be expecied on the mainland
at any moment. Collapse of the regime is
inevitable as soon as it comes under attack
by external freedom forces supported by the

anti-Maolsts and anti-Co nists of the
meainland.
The triumph of edom and defeat of

slavery are nrzgg(ably ordained. History

supplies the eninble proof. However,
peace 18 not tgbe obtulned by procrastina-
tion. Preed has to be won by applying

moral strength to the struggle. We need to
unite all oyr brothers at home and abroad,
military arfd civilian-alike, and provide op-
portunity for every individual to contribute
his or hef wisdom and strength. All of us
must dedjcate ourselves absolutely and he-
roically tq the cause of the Anti-Mao and
National
We can pe that our mainland compa-
triots will d
energles to thé\ gelf-salvation movement to
destroy Mao and ®qe Communists and assure
the survival of the Mqtion. All who are strong
of body and of will ‘}ugt rise agalnst tyr-
anny, ally themselves
cadres of the Communist

at the Pelping regime whenever op

with the freedom-loving people of the worl
develop the strength of universal principles
and justice, sweep away the dark clouds of
appeasement and corapromise in the face of
the Communist peri] and assure the prog-
ress of this worldwide movement to protect
freedom. We are convinced that the early
recovery of the Chinese malnland is indis-
pensable to the reinforcement of Asian se-
curity and the safeguarding of freedom and
peace throughout the world.

MesgAGE FroM H. E. NeuyeEN VAN TiIEU,

PRESDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

On behalf of the people and the Govern~
ment of the Republic of Vietnam I wish~to
extend to you my sincere greeting on the
16th anniversary of Freedom Day:

It 1s most fitting that the historic event of
the choice of freedom by 22,000 Chinese and
Korean POW's on January 28, 1954, is now
celebrated as the World Freedom Day. It
marks the undaunted spirit of freedom lov-
ing peoples who elected to abandon their
homes and their ancestral lands rather than
live under Communist yoke; the shining ex-
ample set by the Chinese and North Korean
prisoners of war who refused to return to
their respective homelands upon their re-
lease despite Communist blandishments, ¢o-
‘ercion, and intimidation has ever since he-
come the symbol of man’s deep appreciations
for freedom.

In Vietnam after the partition of the
‘country in 1954, nearly one million people
from North Vietnam moved to the south te
‘carry on the fight against communism today.

Under the RVN Open Arms program over
'150,000 VB cadres hava rallied to the cause of
'freedom championed by the RVN people and
government, Peoples living under Communist
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oppressive rule behind and from the Bamhboo
Curtains are yearning for freedom.

Your observance of the World Freedom
Day rekindles thelr hope and gaivanizes our
determination to fight the Communist ap=
'pression and hightens, sirengthens the soli-
darity of free men everywhere.

I sincerely wish you zreat success in all
the commemorative activities on this World
Freedom Day.

Nevver Van THigv,
President of the Republic of Vietham.

Messace From His Excenrecy A, SoMoza,

PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF NICARAGUA

REYOURLET,
December 11.

I Joyously support encouragement and
guidance commemoratirg World Freedom
Day trusting successful triumph.

Messace From His EXCELLNcY FIDEL SANCHEZ

HERNANDEZ, PRESIDENTE DE EL SALVADOR

Atentamente me reflerc a su comunicaciéon
de fecha diciembre 11, por 1a cual me invita
a que formule una Declaraciéon scbre el “Dia
de la Libertad Mundial’ ¢ue se conmemorara
en la Replblica de China el préximo 23 de
enero.

Bstimo altamente el significado de esa cela-
braclén y que tenga lugar en China, pafs que
ejemplarmente alien ta un profundo ideal de
progreso dentro de un régimen de dignidad
humans.

Pléceme manifestarle por este medio mis
expresiones de simpatia por ese movimiento
en pro de la Libertad Mundial, asi como mis
votos porque su tradicional celebracidon con
tribuya a recordar a todas las naclones del
mundo que el blen méas preciado de Ilos
pueblos es el de su libertad y que su res-
guardo corresponde a fodos los hombres
dignos de la tierra.

Me es grato approvechar esta oportunidad
para patentizarle mis demostraciones de mii
especial consideracion.

Messace From H. E. G. EYSKENS, PRIME

MINISTER OF BELGIUM

Belgium as a free nation has always stood
up for the cause of the victims of persecution
hroughout the world.

Therefore on the occasion of the “World
om Day” which will be commemorated

-in $he Republic of Ching this coming Jan-

Megsace From H, E. GEORGE PAPADOPOULOS,
PrRIME MINISTER OF GREECE

< On occasion of World Freedom Day please

/ accept warmest greetings and best wishes for

success in your work. I would like to stress
the importance of the purposes of your com-
mittee which aim at the defence of freedom
and independence of the peoples of the free
world. The attention of Greek pepole who
have experienced all kinds of Communist

- aggression is with you,

MEessAGE FRoMm HIS EXCELLIENCY TUNKU ABDUL
RAEMAN PUTRA, PRIME MIrISTER OF MALAYSIA

It glves me greai pleasure in sending this
message on the occasion of *World Freedom
Day” in the Republic of China, which falls
on January 23, this year.

It 1s a day to be remembered by all those
who cherish freedom and appreciate human
values and dignity. The first freedom day
was observed in 1954 on January 23 when
more than 22,000 communist prisoners of war
of the Korea War refused to return to their
communist dominated homelands and 14,000
of them chose to make their future home in
the Republic of China.

Ever since “World Freedom Day” has been
observed, 1t has promoted the people in the
free world to struggle for human dignity, jus«
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Reality Differs From Model

As so often in Wietnam,
reality bears small resembl-
ance to this ideal model, In-
terviews with officials and
observations in the country-
side reveal deviations from
the ideal. ;

The main problem is that
Vietnamese don’t seem in-
terested in really prosecut-

ing the program.

“They just aren't inter-
ested,” said one official
“They don't want to be
caught trying to get the vCl
if they think maybe next
year the VCI will be in con-
trol.”

Some local officials have
made private accommoda-
tions with the Vieteong, U.S.
and Vietnamese officials
say. They are unwilling to
.upset these arrangements by
chasing VCL

Only in the Ilast few
months has the central gov-
ernment put strong empha-
sis on Phoenix. Some offi-
cials think this new pressure
may improve performance.

Targely because of Viet-
‘namese disinterest, the local
Phoenix offices simply do
not work, Many keep no°
records. Others mount no
operations. Phoenix is often
run by poor-quality person-
nel, chosen for their jobs by
local officials who don’t
went to waste thejr good
people on the program.
Most district officers are
run by junior army officers
who have little sense of the
- sophisticated political prob-
lems of hunting down Viet-
cong officials.

leged
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Neutralization Quotas
Perhaps to prod recalci-
trant local officials, the cen-
tral government assigns
Phoenix quotas to the prov-
inces, Thus a province chief
has to report neutralization
of a certain number of VCI
every month to stay in good.
“They will meet every quota

“that’s established for them,”

one American adviser noted.

But meeting the quotas of-
ten means disregarding any
standards. Officials often
count every man arrested,
even if he is released imme-

- diately for lack of evidence.

American advisers refuse to
confirm many of these al-
neutralizations,
accounting for much of the
difference of almost 100 per
cent between TUS.. and
South Vietnamese Phoenix
statistics. .

Quota-conscious district
and province chiefs also pad
thelr Phoenix figures with
any number of citizens cap-
tured or killed in military
operations, whether genuine
VCI or not.

«Vietnamization” of Phoe-
nix has, in a sense, already
been completed—the only
Americans involved are ad-
visers. But some officials
think most of the advisers
should now be withdrawn.

«“We’ve done all we can,”
ond official said. “If they
want to get the VCI, they
can do it. We can’t do any-
thing more.”
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‘conscliously and unconsciously from those
who live with them and they learn to develop
according to the demands and expectations
of adults who are significant to them. These
“significant” adults are mothers and fathers
and if we are to understand and meet the
needs of these “disadvantaged” children we
must make a large investment in helping
mothers understand the Importance of the
learnings children acquire in thelr early years
and we must also help them contribute posi-
tively to the development of these learn-
ings.

Our Parent Aldes are the mothers or
grandmothers in the homes In which we
teach. We presently have forty eight aides,
one-third of whom are on welfare roles.

These aides come from a wide range of
economic, educational and occupational set-
tings. All of them live within the boundaries
of Inner city. About one-third of the aides
have worked with us for the two year period.
During the present school year we lost sev-
eral and had to begin the search for other
interested mothers. The major reason for
losing these women'is moving!

‘As urban renewal sweeps the city, more
homes are being destroyed and families are
lost in the maze of destruction—construc-
tion, illness, maternity and acceptance of
full-time jobs were also clted as reasons for
losing mothers.

Present Aldes meet together about one eve-
ning every six weeks. These meetings were
held to keep them in touch with each other,
inform them of certain principles related to
young children and encourage them to be-
come very involved In their child's interests
and skills. The aldes are at various stages of
development and many of them are able to
assume leadership roles in the program.
Others participate only with much direction
and still others, approximately four or five,
show little enthusiasm and ability to work
well with the child.

In addition to these meetings, the teach-
ers spend time planning the future events
and activities with their aides, and do exten-
sive homevisiting to the homes of children
whose mothers are hot aldes. There visits
provide an opportunity for mother and
teacher to talk In general about the program,
its goals and progress and in particular about
her child, his interests, problems and de-
velopment. Many teachers have also held
evening meetings in the parent aides home
for parents of children who attend class at
that aide's house. These meetings have been
particularly successful and enjoyable. Per-
haps, the more familiar atmosphere of meet-
ing in a home in their own neighborhood and
the company of neighborhood mothers con-
tributes to the lively conversation engaged
in at these meetings. This open agenda type
meeting has drawn exchange on varlous
topics: children's eating habits, bedtime
problems, the “good” and “bad” of television,
older children’s teasing younger stblings and
the all-time favorite “fighting.”

One of the remarks heard repeatedly was
.. . *how good it is to have a night out to
‘myself.”

During the latter months of the ’69 school
‘year, the community teachers requested more
time to plan- and work with their parent
gides. In an effort to provide some oppor-
tunities for this, we used one to two hours
each Monday in May and found that these
were very valuable seéssions. By simply ask-
ing a parent alde: “What activities would
you llke to include in the program in the

. next few weeks?”, teachers received dozens of
1deas of the activitles most enjoyed by the
aides and also discovered which activities
‘the mothers felt were the most important for
the children. Language time and trips seemed
to recelve the highest rating. These experi-
enices prompted the teachers to request more
assoclation with the aides on a regular basis
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during the next school year. One suggestion
which seemed to receive all of teachers’ ap-
proval was to use one-half of our Monday
In-Service for Parent Aide sessions. Further
explanation will be given this in our recom-
mendations appending this report.

In order to receive more reactions from
parent aldes and other parents involved in
the Community Teacher Program, we un-
dertook taped-questionnaire interviews with
twenty four parent aides in May, 1969. These
tapes are on file at the Community Teacher
Office, 46 Moran Street. It is our impression
that the Community Teacher Program has
successfully demonstrated, feasibility of
home instruction for h young children
and their mothers. observations, evalua~-
tions of the childreA, taped interviews with
parents and teachefs, and multiple guestion-
naire support oyf belief that the Commu-
nity Teacher Prdgram has contributed effec-
tively to: 7

1. An incredse of knowledge and skills in
the children ‘which will enable them to meet
the school situation with greater abtlity and
flexibility. B

2. An ipcrease of knowledge and skills in
the teaclhjers which will enable them to bet-
ter undgrstand the needs of young children
and conftribute more positively to their de-
velopmeQt.

on learning and how to
teaching in such an
innovative setting as the Community Teach-
er Program.-
Interviews with kindergar
six inner-city schools clearly
hope that children who participa
Community Teacher Program entere
quite prepared and maintained
throughout their kindergarten year.

gains

Presently, Dr, A. P, Scheiner, Pediatrician,

and Lynn Cramer, social worker have seen
and made reports on fourteen of our chil-
dren. Two are reported to be mildly retarded
while twelve fall within the normal intel-
ligence category but are functioning below
their capacities due to environmental handi-
caps. Nine of the thirteen also exhibited a
variety of physical disorders and follow-ups
will be done on these children. Two children
have been recommended for the Day Care
Center for the Handicapped, one child has
been placed In a more structured nursery
schocl and five children were placed in the
special class within our own program. Ef-
forts are now- belng made to work closely
with the Convalescent Hospital for Childre
and the Neighborhood Health Cenfer
Initiate a program of health-education
ices on a family continuity basis,
available at Community Teacher
Moran Street, Rochester, New,

GENERAL: LEAVE TO EXTEND

Mr. DELLENBACK, Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in which
to extend their remarks on the subject
of my special order today.

- g
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentleman
from Oregon?

There was no objection.

-AUTOMOTIVE AIR POLLUTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
man from New York (Mr. FARBSTEIN) is
recognized for 15 minutes.

Mr. FARBSTEIN. Mr. Speaker, on July
31 of last year, I introduced H.R. 13225,
legislation to ban the sale of the internal
combustion engine unless stringent new
emissions standards could be met. The
purpose of this legislation was to force
the American auto industry to develop a
nonpolluting engine;

This legislation, the amendment I of-
fered on the floor of the House in Sep-
tember to accomplish approximately the
same objective, and the hearing I held in
New York City in connection with this
question appear to have played a signifi-
cant role in giving national focus to a
question which just last summer was pri-
marily the concem of residents of Cali-
fornia.

The extent of that concern in New
York City can be found in the results of
my December constituent gquestionnaire
which found a 19-to-1 ratio in favor of
legislation to ban the internal combus-
tion engine. I received over 8,000 replies
to this one-question questionnaire.

The wording of the question was based
upon that of"a national public opinion
poll taken last fall and read as follows:

I NeEep Your HeLp
he automobile industry does not appear

By casting your ballot on this question,
ou can let the auto industry and the Con-
gress know where the people of New York
stand.

Please complete, stamp and mall the ques-
tionnalre before December 30.

Do you favor legislation to ban tfle internal
combustion engine?

The results revealed that middle-age
respondents were more supportive of a
legislative ban and—that women were
more favorably inclined than men. The
respondents included 51.2 percent women
and 48.8 percent men.

The breakdown of the results by sex
and age groups follows:

RESPONSE TO LEGISLATIVE BAN OF INTERNAL COMBUSTION ENGINE

Male (percent)

Female (percent)

Under 30 3065 65and over ) U;dar 30 30-65 65 and over Total
Favor. .. e ... ...._.. 91. % 94.6 90.3 95.5 94,1 95.2
Opposed. . .oooconm e 8.1 5.4 8.7 4.5 5. 4.8

The auto is responsible for 60 percent
of air pollution in the United States and
up to 92 percent in urban areas. It is
clear that the public mood is not for
modest modifications in current ap-

proaches to pollution control, but for
radical departures to stem the mad mo-
mentum of environmental destruction.
The auto.must be cleaned up if the prob-
lem of air pollution is to be solved,
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The intensity of the feelings of the
residents of Lower and Middle Manhat~
tan on this subject is revealed not only
in numerical results of the poll, but in
the following additional remarks which
were written in on the returned cues-
tionmaires:

I am going %0 have to leave the city be-
cause of the pollufples.

Emphatically,

Everyone I know apgrees this is hecessary.

The air pollution mmakes it diffieult for me
40 breath and sleep at nights,

Immediately.

Private automoblles should be banued
from Mawnhattan and other large cities.

I favor any recommendations of Ralph
Hader.

Start withh buses.

STATE DEPARTMENT REMARKS ON
SAIGON GOVERNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under &
rrevious order of the House, the gentle-
man from Indiana (Mr. HamirLToN) is
recoghized for 30 minutes.

Mr. HAMTLTON. Mr. Speaker, I have
recently been corresponding with the
State Department on the subject of the
South Vietnamese Government. Because
of the informative nature of the replies
I have received from Mr. H. G. Torbert,
Jr., Acting Assistant Secretary for Con-
gressional Relations, I think they are
worthy of public attention. While not all
of my inquiries were answered to my
complete satisfaction, I want to com-
mend Mr. Torbert for his efforts,

His letters reveal much that is sober-
ing, and even discouraging, about the
Baigon government and our relationship
with it, and help one to understand the
sometimes dubious activities of a polit-
ical system so recently exposed to dem-
ocratic practices.

. The correspondence follows:
NovemBER 13, 1969,

Hon. WicLiam P. ROGEES,

Secretary of State,

Department of State,

Washington, D.C.

Dear MR. SECRETARY: The structure and
functioning of the South Vietnamese gov-
oroment are prime topics of debate and
concern. President Nixon and you are often
accused, a8 were your predecessors, of trying
0 “'prop up” the government in Saigon. The
critics say that 1f the, South Vietnamese
vovernment would become less corrupt,
broaden its base, and become more respon-
«ive to the people, greater progress in the
Vieinamization of the war could be made.

My own thinking aa these issues would be
sided considerably if you answered for me
the following questions pertaining to the
$outh  Vietnamese government and our
allience with 1t

CORRUPTION

1. How prevalent is corruption in the pres-
ens government? 3

4. What is the gross logs, in monetary
tern:ss for FY 1969, of American military and
ecoromic goods due to corruption on the
bt of the Scuth Vietnamese?

&. What steps is the United States taking
t0 reduce this corruption?

4. What steps has the Thieu-Ky govern-
meny taken tO reduce corruption among ite
own offtelals?

§. What progress has been made in these
effors in the past year?

6. Is there any evidence that Thieu and
Ky cre themseives involved in the corrup-
Hont
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1. Have Thieu and Ky made efforia to
broaden the base of their government? If so,
whait are they?

2, What is the United States doing to en-
courage Thieu and Ky to broaden their po-
Itical base? What progress has thers been in
these efforts?

3. What is the make-up of the present
cabinet? What was the effect of the last re-
shuffling of cabinet positions?

4. What groups, ethnie, religlous, or politi~
aal, are excluded from the politieal arena?

5. What is the prescnt number of political
prisoners?

6. Are there any leadors of political factions
in jail? If so, how many and who are they?

7. What is a ‘neutralist” in the South Viei-
namese contexl? Can any one run for politi-
cal office?

8. Finally, what is your assessment of Thieu
@5 a polltical leader? Is he effective? How ac-
tive 1s the political opposition? Is Thieu dedi-
cated more to the establishment of a respon-
sive and reponsible government or to staying
in power?

Your response to these questions should
clarify the situation considerably. Both the
critics and the supporters of our policy are
interested in the current status of the gov-
ernment we are deferdding. Only an Objlective
statement describing present comnditions of
the political fabric of South Vietnam will
raise the level of debate in this country from
one of exchanging accusations 0 one of rea-
somed ihterpretation of established facts.

I look forward to your reply.

Sincerely,
Lex H. HAMILTON,
Member of Congress.

DePARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, December 5, 1965
Hon, Leeg H. HAMILTON,
House of Representalives,
Washington, D.C.

DraArR CoNGrESSMAN Haminron: The Secre-
tary has asked rne to reply to your letter of
November 13 concerning the Government of
South Viet-Nam. The guestlons you raise
are pertinent ones, and we welcome the op-
portunity to answer them.

You rmention first the problem of cor-
ruption. There is no doubt that this problem
is a serious one in Viet-Nam. President Thieu
and other high Vietaamese officlals have
acknowledged this and over the past year
and more have laken increasingly effective
measures to rediuce or eliminete corruption
in government ranks.

¥or example, the Inspectorate, an autono-
mous fourth branch of government provided
for in the Constitution, has now ‘been in
exiutence about a year and has begun to
make 1ts lnfluence felt. Its investigations
have led to the dismissal, transfer, or dis~
cipiining of a number of civil and military
offivlals, and it has recommended that the
Executive prosecute cthers charged with
more serious offenses. The Executive has on
its own taken action against corrupt and
ineifective. officials, including trial and im-
prisonment of several officials (up to and in-
ciuding the rank of province chief) in recenf
months., These punitive actions have, we
believe, been salutary.

Equally significant are the procedurai
means of fighting corruption, and here U.S.
advice and assistance has been of major im-
portance. Our advisors have helped the Gov-
ernment of Viet-Nam fo revise and simplify
its import-licensing procedures, reduce port
congestion and customs clearance time, and
step up tax collections. The Vietnamese au-
thorities have also simplified administrative
procedures for various public services. All
theso measures have served to reduce the
opportunities for, and incidence of, corrup-
tion

While we do not have figures on the gross
loss of U.S. economic and military goods due
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to corruption, we do belicve thers has been a
substantial irnprovemerf; in this situation.
For instance, actions by ourselves and the
Vietnamese government cut the loss rate for
AID-financed project eommeodities from 15%
in 1967 to sbout 7% by the beginning of this
year. For the Cormamercial Import Program,
the rate of loas and diversion hnas been re-
duced from an estimated 87 in 1966 to less
than % %.

Despite such progross, much remains to be
done about the probklerm of corruption, and
we believe it requires rodoubled efforts by
all of us, Vietnhamese end Americans alike.
I assure you we intend to do all we can to
see that these efforts are made.

We know of no eviderice whatsoever that
{he President or Viece ¥Fresident are them-
selves involved in corruption. Quite the con-
trary, their public reputaions for honesty are
excellent.

I turn now to the guestions you pose about
the Vietnamese political ~ituation.

Since he took office, Fresident Thieu has
made major efforts to broaden the hase of
his government by including in his eabinet
representative political figures with personal
or organizational followings of their own: at
the same time, he has scought to maintain
or increase the efflciency of government op-
erations by appointing ministers with spe-
cific technical qualificaticons. Needless to say,
it has not always been possible for him to
realize both of these gouis in every respect.
From May 1968 until Sep!ember of this year,
his Prime Minister was Tran Van Huong, a
highly respected civilian nolitical leader and
one of the President’s le:ding opponents in
the 1967 electlon. On Sep:ember 1 President
Thieu appointed a new cahinet, wizth General
Tran Thien Rhiemn as Jrime Minister, In
the process of forming inis cabinet, Presi-
dent Thieu offered ministerial positions to 4
number of political leaders; while some ac-
cepted his invitations, others declined for
reasons of their own. Wo understand that
one who declined such wa invitation was
Senator Tran Van Don, who in recent months
has often iaken positions critical of Presi-
dent Thieu. The present sabinet does, how-
ever, Include several well-known political
figures, including two unSuccessful vice-
presidential candidates; the leader of a win-
ning slate in the 1967 Upper House election;
and a respected former Deputy Prime Min-
ister in previous governments, Like its
predecessor, the Khiem cuhinet is balanced
from. the standpoint of religious and re-
glonal representiation. Three of the 31 Min-
isters aad Vice-Ministers (including the
Premier) are ranking military officers. (For
your information, I am enclosing summary
blographic date on members of the present
cabinet.)

President Thieu has also moved tc broaden
the base of the government at the village and
hamlet level by strongly encouraging an
expansion of loecal self-ruie., Some 80% of
the country’s village and hamlets now have
elected administrations, which have in turn
been given greater responsibilitles and re-
sources as well as assistances by the central
government. We believe this program has
been particularly successful in -generating
further support for the govarument in re-
cent months.

The United Stutes believes that President
‘Thieuw’s goal of broadening tis government,
both nationally and locally, is a highly de-
sirable one and we have conveyed our views
on this subject to him by appropriate means.
At the same time, we recognize the problems
which President Thieu and his governmment
face In a soclety which treditionally has
offered few opportunities for responsible and
constructive political activity and whose con-
stitution and democratic institutions are of
recent origin.

The problem of politieal odrisoners is a
~omplex one. especially since the term “‘polit-
ical prisoners” itself is freguently misused.
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The Vietnamese government is faced with
having to distinguish between those engaged
in what might be considered here as legifi-
mate political dissent and those who are
known or suspected to be active on behalf of
the enemy In wartime. The vast majority of
prisoners in South Viet-Nam (aside from
common criminals) are in the latter category;
the exact number in the former category, ie.
those who might more properly be called
“political prisoners”, is not known but is be-
lieved to be quité small. We do not know of
any leaders of political factions in jail except
possibly for Mr. Truong Dinh Dzu, who, al-
though he leads no particular political, orga-
nization, did run second in the 1967 presi-
dential election. (He was prosecuted for later
actions involving statements he made %o the
press several months after the election.)

No ethnic or religious groups are excluded
from political actlvity in South Viet-Nam,
and indeed, many such groups are conspicu-
ously active on the political scene. The only
political groups or individuals excluded are
those who are communist or pro-communist,
i.e., those who support the attempt by Hanol
and the Viet Cong to overthrow the legal
government by violence and terror.

Tn the Vietnamese political context the
terms ‘neutralist” and “neutralism” have
highly unfavorable connotations; they have
been used by persons who advocate the re-
moval of the present government by exira-
constitutional means and collaboration with
the Viet Cong. It is presumably for this rea-
son ‘that the 1967 electlon laws excluded
“pro-communist neutralists”, along with
communists, from running for office. There
are no other political or ideological limita-
tions on the eligibility of candidates to run
. for office. Legitimate neutralist political ac-
tivity is obviously permitted, as recent ac-
tions by certain political figures in Saigon
have indicated.

Plnally, in answer to your last question,
President Thieu’s actions over the past year
or more would seem to Indicate that he Is
indeed dedicated to the establishment of a
“responsive and responsible government”, as
you put it. He and his colleagues haev im-
proved the effectiveness of the government
significantly, have mobilized the population
more effectively in its own defense, and have
expanded security, economic activity, and
local self-government in the countryside.
They have done this in cooperation with a
vigorous and independent National Assembly
and within the over-all democratic frame-
work established by the Constitution, despite
inexperience and very difficult wartime con-
ditions. Legitimate opposition exists and is
expressed openly wthin this framework.

We think these efforts by the South Viet-
namese leadership of all persuasions and at
all levels are worthy of our continued sup-
port and encouragement. Both we and they
recognize that serious problems remain,
some of which you touch on in your ques-
tions. We intend to coperate with the Viet-
namese and to assist wherever we can as
they meet these problems.

I hope the above will be useful to you in
consldering this matter. If I can be of fur-
ther assistance, please let me know at your
convenience.

Sincerely yours,
H. G. TORBERT, Jr.,
Acting Assistant Secretary for Congres-
_stonal Relations.

SUMMARY BIOGRAPHIC DATA ON MEMBERS OF
SourH VIETNAMESE CABINET APPOINTED
SEPTEMBER 1, 1969
Prime Minister and Minister of Interior:

Tran Thien Khiem. Born Saigon, 1925. Bud-

dhist, Military officer, 1946 to the present,

with rank of full general since August 1964.

Chief of Joint General Staff, 1962-63; com-

mander of III Corps Tactical Zone, 1964. Par~

ticipant in military coup which overthrew

Ngo Dinh Diem in 1963 and in coup of Janu-

aFy 1964 which installed Nguyen Khanh. Am-~
bassador to the United States, 1964-65, and
to the Republic of China, 1965-68. Minister of
Interior since May 1968; in addition, Deputy
Prime Minister in charge of Pacification and
Reconstruction, March—August 1969,

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Education: Nguyen Luu Vien. Born Vinh
Binh province (southern Viet-Nam), 1919.
Buddhist. Physician and professor of medi-
cine. Medical officer with the Viet Minh from
late 1940's until about 1951. Signer of the
“Caravelle petition,” requesting reforms in
the Diem government, 1960; imprisoned
1960-61. Member, Council of Notables, 1963
64, Minister of Interior and Deputy Prime
Minister in cabinet of Tran Van Huong, 1864
5. Civilian member of the National Leader-
ship Committee (Directorate), 1966-67; also
Deputy Prime Minister for Soclal and Cul-
tural Affairs, 1966-67.

Minister of State for Cultural Affairs: Mai
Tho Truyen. Born Kien Hoa province (south-
ern Viet-Nam), 1905. Buddhist. Retired elvil
servant. Began civil service career in 1924,
Chief of administrative services in Long
Xuyen province for the Viet Minh, 1945-46.
Subsequent career included positions as di-
rector of cabinet in Ministries of Economy,
Foreign Affairs and Interior 1946-55, and as
inspector of administrative and financial af-
fairs in the Presidency from 1855 until his
retirement in 1960. President of the Asso-
ciation for Buddhist Studies, 1956; Vice-pres-
ident of the General Association of Viet-
namese Buddhists, 1959; and founder of the
Southern Buddhist Studies Association,
1964. Member of the Council of Notables,
1963-64. Vice-presidential running-mate of
Tran Van Huong in 1967 elections. First ap-
pointed Minister of State in the Huong cabi-
net, May 1968.

Minister of State for Reconstruction and
Development: Vu Quoc Thue, Born Nam
Dinh province (North Viet-Nam}), 1920.
Catholic., Economist and scholar; licientlate
in law from the University of Hanol and
Ph. D. in economics from the University of
Paris. Assistant dean, faculty of law, Hanoi,
1951-53. Minister of Education in the Buu
Loc government, 1953-54. Governor of the
National Bank of Viet-Nam, 19556-56. Dean of
the faculty of Law, University of Saigon,
1957-63. Author of several specialized legal
works and economlc studies. Unsuccessful
candidate for Upper House of the National
Assembly, 1967. Head of the Post-War Plan-
ning Study Group, In collaboration with Dr,
David Lilienthal, since February 1867. Orig-
inally appointed Minister of State in the
cabinet of Tran Van Huong in May 1968, and
continues in that position.

Minister of State (without porifolio):
Phan Quang Dan. Born in Nghe An province
(central Viet-Nam, north of 17th parallel),
1918. Buddhist. Physician, graduate of the
University ¢f Haneol and holder of Master of
Public Health degree from Harvard Univer-
sity. Long political career, dating from at
least 1940. Minister of Information 1948-49.
Early opponent of Ngo Dinh Diem; only op-
position candidate elected to the National
Assembly in 1959, but not permitted to take
his seat because of alleged violation of elec-
toral laws, Arrested by Diem in 1960 and held
without trial until June 1963; then sen-
tenced to seven years' imprisonment, but re-
leased after Diem’s overthrow. Elected to the
Gla Dinh provincial council in May 1965 by a
large majority and chosen by the council to
serve as its chairman, Chairman of the Na-
tional Political Congress in 1966 and elected
to the Constituent Assembly from Gia Dinh
province later that year; had active role in
drafting of the present Constitution. Sur-
vived an assassination -attempt in December
1966. Running-mate of Phan Xhac Suu,
third-place finisher in presidential election
of 1967.

Minister of State (without portfolio):
Nguyen Tien Hy, Born Hanoi (North Viet-
Nam) 1915, Physiclan, educated in Viet-Nam.

'
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Formerly associated with the anti-French
and anti-Communist Dai Viet party, estab=-
lished in the late 1930°s, Signer of the “Cara~
velle petition,” 1960, together with Nguyen
Luu Vien (above). Member, Councll of
Notables, 1963-64, Minister of State for Edu-
cation in the government of Phan Huy Quat,
1965. Unsuccessful candidate for Upper House
of the National Assembly, 1967.

Minister of Foreign Affairs: Tran Van Lam,
Born Cholon section of Saigon, 1913. Cath~
olic. Pharmacist. Elected to Saigon City
Council, 1952. Government delegate (region-
al administrative officer) for southern Viet-
Nam, 1954-56. Member and president of Con-
stituent Assembly elected 1956, which subse-
quently became National Assembly, and pres-
ident of latter until 1957 at which time he
became majority leader; re-elected in 1959.
Resigned to become Ambassador to Australia,
1961-84 (concurrently Ambassador to New
Zealand, 1962—-64) . Elected to Upper House of
the National Assembly as leader of a ten-
member list of candidates, September 1967,
Member of finance and foreign affairs com-
mittees and later chairman of the interior
committee, until taking leave from Upper
House to assume present position.

Minister of Defense: Nguyen Van Vy. Born
Hanoi, 1916. Buddhist. Military officer, begin-
ning approximately 1940, with extensive ex-
perience in infantry ahd airborne units and
also in staff assignments, Military advisor to
the Vietnamese delegation at the Geneva
Conference, 1954. Political exile in France,
1955-63. Returned to Viet-Nam late 1963 and
rejoined Vietnamese Army; served as chief
of staff at the Joint General Staff from No-
vember 1966 until appointment as Minister
of Defense in the cabinet of Nguyen Van
Loc, November 1967. Has continued in that
position to date. Promoted to lieutenant gen-
eral, October 1967, -

Minister of Justice: Le Van Thu. Born
Saigon 1915. Buddhist. Lawyer, with degree
from the University of Hanoi, and former
journalist. Officer In the French Army,
1939-43; customs official, 1943-45. Active in
the resistance against the French, 1945-51.
Publisher and editor of a daily newspaper
and a weekly magazine In Salgon, 1952-56.
Attorney, 1952 to date, and for a time chair-
man of the Court of Appeals. Member of
the Council of Notables, 1963, and of the
High National Council (and chairman of its
constitution-drafting committee), 1964, First
appointed Minister of Justice in the Huong
cabinet, May 1968, and continues in that
capacity.

Minister of Economy: Pham Kim Ngoc.
Born Hanoi, 1928. Investment banker. Served
for six months with the Viet Minh at the age
of 17. Graduate of the London School of
Economics, 1955. Employed by Credit Com-
mercial, largest commercial bank in Viet-
Nam, 1955-68 (deputy director-general, 1959~
68). Served briefly as Deputy Minister for
Economy in 1987 and as special assistant to
the Minister of Economy in 1968. Organized
own Iinvestment and banking firm, The
Salgon Trading Company, in 1968.

Minister of Finance: Nguyen Bich Hue.
Born Hue (central Viet-Nam), 1924. Bud-
dhist. Educated in France, where he received
law degree, 1951; graduated from Institute
of Statistics and Economic Studies, 1953;
and from Ecole National d’Administration,
1955. Employed by the National Bank of Viet-
Nam, 1956-69, rising to director-general
(1968). Author of numerous articles on eco-
nomics and monetary affairs.

Minister of Revolutionary Development:
Tran Thanh Phong. Born Vinh Binh province
(southern Viet-Nam), 1926. Buddhist. Began
military career at officer candidate school in
1951 and rose through Iinfantry-command
and staff assignments to become division
commander; chief of operations of the Joint
General Staff (1965); and chief of staff, JGS
(1967). Promoted to rank of major general,
1966.
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Minister of Informaticn: Ngo Khac Tinh.
Born Ninh Thuan province {ceniral Viet-
Nam), 1023. Buddhisi. Pharmacist. Served
in the National Assembly, 1957 -63 nnd as its
deputy secretary-general, 1960-62. Unsuc-
cessful candidate for the Upper House of the
National Assembly, 1967. Recently associated
with the Revolutionary Social Humanist
party,

Minister of Chieu Hoi {Returtce Frogram) :
Ho Van Cham. Born Thua Thien provinece
(central Viet-Nam), 1532, Confusianist. Phy-
sician; studied medicine in Hgnoi and Sai-
gon, with degree from the laticr universiiy
in 1959, and interned at St. Luke's Hospital,
New York, 1964-66. Member of the Vietnam-
ese Army medical corps since 1858, author of
many articles on military medicine. Unsue-
cessful candidate for Upper House of the
Nutional Assembly, 1967. Member of the
Revolutionary Dai Viet party.

Minister of Land Reform, Agriculture and
Fisheries: Cao Van Than. Born Saigon, 1932.
Holds law' degree from the University of
Paris and master’s degree in economics from
the University of Pittsburgh. Advisor to Fres-
ident Thieu, prior to appointinens to this
position in revised cabinet ¢f Tran Van
Huong, March 1969,

Minister of Public Works: Duong Kich
Khuong. Born My Tho (scuthern Viet-Nam),
1932. Buddhist. Hydro-electric engineer, ed-
ucated at the University of Grenoble in
France. Government experience in the Di-
rectorate-General of Planning, 1957-50, and
a3 director of cabinet of the Ministry of
Public Works and Communications, 1963-64.
Also in private employment, most recently
as director of the Tan Mai Papar Mill Com-
pany, 1969-69.

Minister of Communications and Post:
Trun Van Vien, Born in Cholon districs of
Saigon, 1932. Buddhist. Engineer; graduate
of the National School of Telecommunica-
tions in Paris. Previous positions: Head of the
National School of Post and Telecommuni-

cations, Saigon; regiomal postmaster for
southern Viet-Nam; Director of Telecom-
munications.

Minister of Health: Tran Minh Tung. Born
in. Saigon, 1930. Catholic, Physician and spe-~
clalist in internal medicine, Graduate of the
medical school of the University of Hanoi,
1655. Member of the Army medicnl corps,
with the rank of colonel; previously assigned
as commandant of the Arimy Medical School.
Also secretary-general of the Vietnamese
Medical Association.

Minister of Social Welfare: Tran Nguon
Phieu. Born in Gia Dinh province (southern
Viet-Nam), 1927, Buddhist. Physician, with
medical degree from the University of Bor-
deaux. Member of military medical corps for
17 vears, rislng to the rank of lieutenant
celonel. Unsuccessful candidate for Lower
House of Natfonal Assembly, 1967. Served as
Secretary of State for Refugee and Soclal
Affairs in the cabinet of Nguyen Van Loc,
1967-88, and as special assistant to the Min-
ister of Health, Soclal Welfare and Rellef,
1868--89. One of principal organizers of relief
measures after Communists' Tet offensive of
early 1968.

Minister of Veterans' Affairs: Pham Van
Dong. Born in Son Tay prevince (northern
Viet-Nam), 1919. Buddhist. Former Army of-
ficer. Joined French Army in 1830 and fought
against the Japanese in Viet-Nam and south-
ern China, Rose to become division com-
mander, deputy eorps commander, and com-
mander of the Capital Military District (Sal-
gon and vicinity). Retired in 1965 with the
rank of major general. Subsequently associ-
ated with several veterans’ organizations and
with the National Salvation Front, a political
organization founded in 1988 by Senator Tran
Van Don,

Minister of Labor: Dam Sy Hien. Born Nam
Dinh province (North Viet-Nam), 1814, Con-
fucian Buddhist. Lawyer and economist, Clvil
servant in North Viet-Nam from 1945 until
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1954, when he fled to the South. Subsequently
worked as staff member of the Vietnamese
Confederation of Labor (CVT) and partici-
pated in many ICFTU and other international
labor conferences. Minister of Social Wel-
fare in Khanh and Huong government, 1964--
65. Appointed Minicter of Labor in Huong
cabinet, May 1968, and continues in that po-
sition. )

Minister of Ethnic Minority Development:
Paul Nur. Born Koatum province (central
Viet-Nam), 1925; nmember of the Bahnar
iribe of the central highlands. Catholic. For-
mer school teacher and civil servant, Teacher
and headmaster of elementary school in Kon-
tum, 1943-58. A leader of the Highland Au-
tonomy Movement, as result of which he was
imprisoned by the Diem regime, 1958-63.
Deputy Province Chief of Kontum for Mon-
tagnard Affairs, 1963-65. Special Commis-
sloner for Montagnard Affairs, 1964-67, First
appointed to present position November 1967.

Minister of State at the Prime Minister's
Office: Nguyen Van Vang. Born in Kien Hoa
province (southern Viet-Nam), 1815, Career
civil servant, 1946-89, with experience as
district chief, province chief, special assistant,
to the president for Chinese affairs, and
government, delegate . (regional administra-
tive officer). Served with Inspector General’s
office from 1965 un%il his appointment as
Minister of Revolutionary Development in
the Huong Cakinet, March 1969.

Minister of State jor Parliamentary Rela-
tions: Cac Van Tuong. Born in Hue (central
Viet-Nam), 1916. Catholic. Holds degree of
licentiate in law. Served with the Viet-Minh,
1946-51. Civil servant in the Ministry of
Labor, 1952-56. Elected to the National As-
sembly in 1956 and served for a time as its
deputy chairmen. Legislative advisor to the
Lower House of the present National Assem-
hly before his appointment to this position.

In addition uo the 24 men listed above,
there are seven vice-ministers who are con-
sidered members of the Cabinet:

Vice-Minister of Economy (for Industiy):
Pham Minh Duong. (Southerner)

Second Vice-Minister of Economy (for
Commerce): Tran Cu Uong. (Northerner:
Buddhist)

Vice Minister of Finance: Ha Xuan Trung.
(Central Viet-Nam; Buddhist)

Vice Minister of Education: Tran Luu
Cung. (Northerner; Buaddhist)

Second Vice Minister of Education: Nguyen
Danh Dan, M.D. (Northerner; Buddhist)

Vice Minister of Interior: Le Cong Chat.
(Southerner, Confucianist)

Vice Minister of Information: Le Trong
Qut, attorney. (Central Viet-Nam Buddhist)
Decemper 16, 1969.
H. G. ToRBERT, Jr.,

Acoting Assistani Secretary for Congressional
Relations, Department of State, Wash-
ington, D.C.

DEar Mnu. TorserT: Thank you for your
letter of December 5. Your efforts in answer-
ing my questicns are greatly appreclated.
Several issties I ralesed, however, are still
unresolved in my mind.

With regard to my question of “What is
the U.8, doing to encourage Thieu and Ky
to broaden their political base?” you replied
only that ‘‘we have conveyed our views on
this subject to him by appropriate means.”
I am wondering what “appropriate means”
are? The question is what specific steps have
we taken to encourage the South Vietnamese
government to broaden its base.

With regard to the cabinet formed on
September 1, you state that it is “balanced
from the standpoint of religious and regional
representation,” This does not iIndicate its
political orientation, which has been regarded
in the American press as being more nar-
rowly and loyally pro-Thieu than its pred-
ecessor. Did not the reshufling reduce’ rather
than enlarge Thieu's political base?

February 9, 1970

Third, you state that the number of polit-
ical prisoners is ‘“‘small.” Could you indicate
a numerical figure? A New York Times arti-
cle of Gctober 25, 1969, gave a figure of about
5,000 noncommunist political prisoners. Daes
this coincide with your estimates? What is
our position on their imprisonment, and
what specific steps have been taken by the
U.8. Governtent to hava them released?

Concerning Truong Dinh Dzu, what was the
nature of the statements he made that re-
sulted in his imprisonment? What was he
charged with? What is our position with
regard to his imprisonment, and has the U.S.
Government made any efforts to have him
released ?

Finally, on the question of & neutralist,
what is the difference between a “pro-com-
munist neutralist” (your phrasej and a per-
son advoeating a coalttion government of
communist and non-communists? Is the
latter apt to be punisfied for his views?

Your comments on the above questions
would be appreciated.

I look forward to your reply.

Sincerely,
Ler H. HAMIDLTON,
Member of Congress.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, D.C.. January 26, 1970.
Hon. Ler H. HAMILTON,
House of Representatives.,
Washington, D.C.

DEaR CONGRESSMAN HaMILTON: I am writ-
ing in response to your letter of December
16, in which you raise s number of ques-
tions about my reply of December & to your
earlier letter concerning the political situa-
tion in South Viet-nam.

On the general subject of “broadening” of
the Government of Viet-Nam, I am sure you
recognize that this is a matber of Vietnamese
domestic polities. Of course, insofar as it re-
lates to that government's ability to carry
out more effectively the South Vietnamese
people’s current struggle against Communist
aggression and subversion, 15 is a subject in
which the Unlted States, as Viet-Nam's prin-
cipal ally, has an obvious interest. When I
mentioned our having conveyed our views
“by appropriate means,” I was referring to’
our expression of this interest in communi-
cations and conversations undertaken
through normal diplomatic channels and
contacts.

In this manner we have indicated support
of various programs and courses of action
which in our opinion would contribute to
further strengthening of the Viethamese gov-
ernment’s political base and popular follow-
ing. We have. for example noted our sup-
port of expansion of responsible local govern-
ment, which I described to you previously.
As another example, we al3o have offered our
agsistance to President Thieu's proposed new
land reform program, which we believe can
make a further significant contribution.

With specific regard to the Vietnamese
cabinet reorganization effected on Septem-
ber 1, 1969, we were of course sympathetic to
President Thieu’s declared hope of forming
& new cabinet which would be as broadly
representative as possible but which would
at the same time enhance governmental ef-
ficiency and improve executive-legislative
relations, We also realized, however, that
all these goals would not he easy to achieve.

It is difficult to measuré the extent to
which any cabinet represents a “broadening”
or a narrowing of a national leader’s political
base, pariicularly in a governmenial system
such as Viet-Nam's where primary executive
authority 1s vested in the President rather
than in the Prime Minister or the Cabinet,
In the recent reorganization, press attention
here focused mainly on the replacement of
& civilian prime minister and proven vote-
getter, Mr. Tran Van Huong, by a military
man, General Tran Thien Khiem. Xess often
noted, however, was the addition as Minis-
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ters or State of another vote- getter Dr. Phan’
@uang Dan, and a respected Southern civil-
tan, Dr. Nguyen Luu Vien, who appears o
speak for much of the same constituency as
Mr, Huong (Minister of State Mai Tho
Triiyén, Mr. Huong’s running-mate in 1967,
remalned in the Cabinet.) As I noted in my
previous letter, President Thieu reportedly
ssked still other representatives of political
groupings—including some of those in the
“‘opposition”—to join the government, but
they apparently declined for reasons of their
own, perhaps relating to their own personal
political ambitions.

I turn now to the questions you raise on
the subject of “political prisoners.” I regret
that the information avallable to us does
not provide an adequate basis for a reply
to your inquiry in numerieal terms. Part of
the problem here is that of defining the term
Tpolitical prisoners”, as I described in my
previous letter.

While we recognize that this problem is
essentially an internal Vietnamese matter,
we do not of course condone arrests and
detentions on purely political grounds (le.
a8 a result of what would normally be con-~
sidered legitimate political activity) and
have made our views known in appropri-
ate fashlon. We feel the Vietnamese authori-
tles are aware that shortcomings exist in
the administration of jlistice in South Viet-
Nam and are making serious efforts to reme-
dy such shortcomings. These include efforts
1o clarify existing laws and decrees, to speed
the dlsposition of cases and the release of
suspects against whom there is insufiicient
evidence to warrant prosecution, and to ex-
pand and improve detention facilities and
procedures. We have pgenerally encouraged
and supported the Vietnamese in these ef-
forts and we are renderlng specific technical
and other assistance where we usefully can.

According to the information we have on
the case of Mr. Truong Dinh Dzu, he was
convicted In July 1968 on charges of com-
mitting “acts aimed at weakening the anti-
communist spirit and struggle of the peo-
ple and the armed forces,” in violation of
Article 17 of Decree Law 004/65, dated July
19, 1965. These charges derfived from state-~
ments Mr. Dzu made to the press in April
1988 in which he apparently advocated a
“coalitiont government” with the National
Liberation Front.

Without in any sense attempting to de-
fend or otherwise pass judgment on the
Vietnamese government’s actions {n this case,
I think it is important to recognize the con~
notation of the term *“coalition government”
in the present Vietnamese context. To most
politically-aware Vietnamese, the term re-
calls the experience of non-communist na-
tionalists who in good faith participated in
Ho Chi Minh’s coalition government of 1946
but who were quickly repressed and in many
eases executed by the Communists. Many
Vietnamese are gqually aware of the Come
munist concept of coalltlon government as it
has been applied elsewhere, notably in Czech~
oslovakia after World War II.

In regard to our position concerning Mr.
Dzu's iImprisonment and the question of his
being released, his case 1s of course a matter

‘between the Government of Viet-Nam and
one of its own citizens. We have nevertheless
followed the case closely and have noted to
the Vietnamese authorities our interest In
1t. I assure you we will continue to do so as
appropriate.

I cited the phrase “pro-communist neu-
tralist” in my letter of December 5 in re-
sponse to your question: “Can anyone run
for office?” the term is not ours, but rather a
Hteral framslation from the Viethamese
laws—voted by the Constituent Assembly—
which governed the 1967 Presidential, DUp-
per House and Lower House elections. The
complete text of the relevant clause (iden-
tical in the three electoral laws) is as fol-
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lows: “The following persons will not be al-
lowed to be candidates: ... Those who
have directly or indirectly worked for com-
munism or pro-communist neutralism
or worked in the interests of communism.”
To the best of our knowledge, the question
whether advocacy of coalition government
with the Communists is tantamount to “pro~
communist neutralism,” within the meaning
of the 1967 electoral laws, did not arise, I
would point out, however, that in recent
weeks some prominent public figures in Viet-
Nam have openly and freely advocated a
“third force” domestic government and a
“neutral” foreigh policy for the Republic of
Viet-Nam. I think it possible to conclude,
therefore, that within the Vietnamese polit-
ical context, advocacy of “neutralism” 1s not
automatically interpreted or regarded as
“pro-communist neutralism.”

I hope that this information will be useful
to you in your further consideration of this
matter.

Sincerely yours,
H. G. TORBERT, Jr.,
Acting Assistant Secretary for Con-
gressional Relations.

HON. JOSEPH P. ROSTENKOWSKI

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. ALBERT).

Mr. ALBERT. Mr. Speaker, the Honor-
able Joseph P. Rostenkowski, former
collector of customs, passed away at
Frank Cuneo Memorial Hospital on Sun-
day, FPebruary 8, 1970.

He was the alderman. of the 83d ward
from 1931 to 1955. He was also ward com-~
mitteeman and served continuously in
that capacity from 1936 to 1960, When
he retired, he was appointed by President
John P. Kennedy as collector of customs
of the port of Chicago.

His first elected office was as State sen-
ator from the 27th senatorial district of
Illinois to the 57th general assembly.
Twenty-five years later, his son Dan
served as Stale senator from this area
for 6 years.

Mr. Rostenkowski was & pioneer in or-
ganizing various activities for young peo-
ple in the Polish Roman Catholic Union.
He served in the U.S. Army during World
War I and was alsp an active member of
the American Legion, He was a member
of the LaSalle General Assembly,
Knights of Columbus, Lafayette Counclil,
Northwest Kiwanis Club, and Loyal Order
of the Moose.

Mr. Rostenkowski served as a delegate
to the Democratic National Convention
in 1936, 1940, 1944, 1948, and 1952. While
serving as alderman in the city council,
for 25 years, he was chairman of the
committee on schools, chairman of the
licenses committee, and the important
rules committee.

He is survived by his son, Congressman
Dan RosTeENkOwsKI and two daughters
Marcia and Gladys Rostenkowski.

The body will be at the Stanley Funer-
al Home, 3060 North Milwaukee Avenue,
Chicago, Ill1,, on Tuesday and Wednesday
with funeral services on Thursday morn-
ing at 10 am. at the St. Stanislaus
Kostka Church, 1351 West Evergreen,
Chicago.

Mr. Speaker, I join all Members in ex-

tending our deep condolences to our be-'

loved colleague, DaN ROSTENKOWSKI, ot
the passing of his father,
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PRESERVATION OF THE QUALITY
OF OUR ENVIRONMENT

(Mr. EVINS of Tennessee asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. EVINS of Tennessee, Mr, Speaker,
the maftter of the improvement of the
quality of our environment and the pres-
ervation of our heritage has become a
national issue and a national concern.

To respond to this challenge requires
a national commitment and Congress has
clearly demonstrated its intent and its
determination to_act to solve this prob-
lem of pollution of our air, water, and
land.

In this connection I am today intro-
ducing a bill to establish a major new
public agency to promote the improve-
ment of the quality of our environment
through the establishment of at least
six regional national laboratories to con-
duct research into all aspects of pollu-
tion and to provide information upon
which decisions affecting the environ-
ment may be made.

I am pleased to join Senator Howarp
H. BAKER, JRr., of Tennessee, and Senator
EpMmuNnDd 8. MUSKIE, of Maine, in sponsor-
ing this bill. A companion bill is being in-
troduced in the Senate. .

The concept of this bill and the net-
work .of laboratories it would authorize
originated in Oak Ridge, Tenn., where
much environmental research is under-
way in the laboratories of the Atomic
Energy Commission.

e ———————————

MILITARY FAMILY HOUSING CON-
STRUCTION TO PROCEED

(Mr. SIKES asked and was given per-
mission to extend his remarks at this
point in the RECORD.)

Mr. SIKES. Mr. Speaker, the Depart-
ment of Defense has informed me that
approval has been obtained from the ad-
ministration and the Bureau of the
Budget to proceed with the construc-
tion of military family housing. This is
an exception to the general reduction in
Federal construction announced last
September.

The President announced, on Septem-
ber 4, 1969, that he had directed all agen-
cies of the Federal Government to put
into effect immediately a 75-percent re-
duction in new contracts for Government
construction. Although fhe intention of
this construction reduction was, at least
in part, to “release resources of home-
building” in order to meet the great
need for more housing, the application
of this reduction delayed the construec-
tion of more than 2,800 units of family
housing for the military.

I wrote Secretary Laird on September
15 as follows:

I am extremely concerned about the im-
pact on the Military Construction Program of
the construction cutbacks announced by
President Nixon on September 4.

The Committee has heard ample evidence
from Department of Defense witnesses of the
pressing backlog of construction needs, esti-
mated at $19.6 blllion. The inability to meet
these needs degrades the efficlency anad effec-
tiveness of the Services’ operations. Past ex-~
periences with freezes directed to the Mili-
tary Construction Program, the Reserve
Porces Facilitles Program, and the Pamily
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Housing Program indicate that as a result of
such freezes, needed facillties are built in
a less~-than-adequale nmanner, at higher cost,
or both.

More important is the effect on the morale
and well-being of cur servicemen of inade-
quate housing, both family housing and
bachelor housing. This Commititee has often
voiced the suspicion that the housing needs
of members of the Armed Services end of
thelr dependents are given a lower priority
than those of their fellow citizens who are
civilians. If the Administration feels that
adequate housing of our citizens rates a high
priority, then this cught te be reflected in
greatly increased budget requests for mili-
tary family housing and bachelor quarters,
not.in a freeze on this construction.

Testimony before this Commitiee on the
fiscal 1970 budget request indicates that the
estimated deficiency at the end of fiscal yeur
1974 for mairried personnel entitled to quar-
ters amounts to 121,600 uniis. There are a
mere 4800 units reguested in the family
housing construction budget this year. I’ urge
you. to make the sirongest efforts to have
the Family Housing Program excluded from
any construction freeze and to prooceed with
a reasonable program in this area wifthout
further delay.

I am glad to report that Secretary
Laird has persisted in his efforts to have
military family housing excluded from
the freeze. As a resuli, the Budget Bureau
is releasing some 2,840 family housing
units, in addition to the 2,422 units
which the Department of Defense had
scheduled for construction, for a total
of 5,262 homes to be awarded in fiscal
year 1970. )

There is still a large housing deficieney
to be met in order to adequately house
military families. It is estimnated tc be
as high as 120,000 units. I hope that the
release of this housing in fiscal year 1970
and the somewhat more generous request
for 8,000 units in fiscal year 1971 rep-
resents a decision by the administra-
tion o provide adequate housing for the
families of military personnel. In my
view, this is important not only to in-
sure that military families receive ade-
quate housing but to show the many ded-
jcated personnel who serve in our Armed
Forces that, in spite of niuch of the rhet-
oric which has become cwrrently fash-~
jionable, we do appreciate their diligence,
their dedication, and their service.

DEMOCRAT STATE OF THE UNION
REBUTTAL

‘Mr. BERRY asked and was given per-
mission to extend his remarks at this
point in the RECORD.)

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, the Demo-
crat state of the Union rebuttal yesterday
was fairly interesting. After 1 year, Pres-
ident Nixon is to blame for the inflation:
created by their 8 years of spending,
Vietnam after their 8 years of war, and
poltution that hardly raised its ugly head
in the past 8 years, but now has become
4 great political issue.

The most interesting challenge, how-
ever, was laid down by at least two of
their staff when they charged that farm
subsidies were responsible for the high
cost of groceries. This may sound good
to the woman on the other side of the
grocery counter, but I wonder if they
would be interested in meeting the sit-
uation head on.

In order to keep prices down for the
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consumer, this Nation is importing $500
million more ‘livestock and dairy prod-
ucts than 1t exports., We wonder if they
would be willing to place some sort of
embargo on these imports and give the
American farmer the American market
for his product. [f he had this, he would
ask no subsidy or no support from the
Federal Treasury.

Livestock and dairy production is re-
sponsible for 70 to 75 percent of the farm

income of the Middle West and yet mos$

of the one and & quarter billion dollars
worth of meat and dairy prodyets im-
ported is in direct competition wit]
products produced in our Mfdwest.

Let us not condemn prne side of the
coin without turning to’the other side to
get the full reason-for some of these
measures. Agricyiure does not want
these subsidies,-All agriculture asks is a
free chance a free market where the
consumer ig not subsidized by excessive
agriculturgl imports.

Y HANOI FIGHTS ON

ERRY asked and was given per-
to extend his remarks at this
the Recorp and to include ex-

Mr. Y. Mr., Speaker, I was
amazed aX, the statement of my col-
league, the Ygnior member of the South

on in the other body in

fore the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee Ygst week when he at-
tacked Maj. James "Nick” Rowe for mak-
ing public statemeniy to the effect that
Hanoi has been usi speeches from
U.8. Senators and other yaen of influence
{o bolster the enemy morale.

In my article in the Febrgary 1970 is-
sue of the Reader’s Digest entifled “From
Hanoi-—With Thanks,” there ¥} a docu-
mentary report on how Hanoi been
using these statements, the facts o\\t%ese

his testimony

statements, the marches, and moxato-
riums to prolong the war through hol-
stering morale of their people by usige
these gquotes and these facts. -

In addition to the documentary is the

o~
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Vietnam. The Americans fight to preserve
the right of the South Vietnarnese—the vast
majority of whom fear and reject Hanoi--
to choose and live by vheir own government.
But North Vietnam, having seen one West-
ern power worn down by sapping tactics on
the home front, is sure the same strategy
will pay off again. Indeed, this is what the
declarations in the Hanoi press and radio
are all about,

In Vietnam today. thie enemy grows weaker
as our side grows strouger. The situation is
sttt -precarious but Presldent Nixon’s Viet-
namization plan shows real signs of working.
The bitter paradox is that Hanol grows more
resolute as American will seems to waver
here at home. (This would appeat to be wish-
ful thinking on the part of Hanoi, in view
of the recent Gallup poll and the resolution
by the House of Representatives strongly
supporting the President’s plan.) If the
enemy believes that pullic opinion will force
an iramediate American pullout, he has no
reason to negotiate at Paris or anywhere
else, So long as he belleves the ‘“peace-
marcHers” are marchiny not for peace but
for him, he will carry on the fight, and more
American and Vietnamese men will lose
their lives.

The documentary report from the
Reader’'s Digest isvas follows:

“End the war now!”. “Get out of Vietnam!"
Such cries are heard in peace demonstrations
across America today. For the most part, they
are voiced by sinhcere, well-meaning citizens
who gentuinely want pence. But an anxious
public, however sympsathetic with every
American’s right to dissent, should nonethe-
strations. T'o what degree do they prolong the
less ponder the real effect of such demon-
strations. To what degree do they prolong the
war by comforting Henoi with the false as-
surance that the United Btates is rapldly
losing its resolve-to defend South Vietnam
and will soon abandon 1t %o the communists?

Hanoi itself has provided the answer—
with a calculated arrogance that clearly ex-
plains its intransigence at the Paris peace
talks. Here, traced from 1966 to the present,
is a sampling, in somewhat condensed form,
of the abundant evidence from North Viet-
nam’s own information sources. ‘T'he record
shows .that the enemy ntot omly is closely
informed about the demonstrations in the
United States, but is alse counting on them
to help him win the war. ’

The North Viethamese newspaper

statement of Edmund A, Gullion, dean of \ Nhan Dan, February 27, 1966:

the Fletcher School of Law Diplomacy,
Tufts University, entitled “Why Hanoi
Fights On.” Before becoming dean of the
Fletcher Schocl of Law and Diplomacy,
Edmund Gullion served the U.S. Depart-
partment of $State in many posts in
Europe, Africa, and the Far East. He was

In America the debates on the Vietnamese
roblem will become incrensingly fiercer. The
.S, imperialist rear will be the scene of
eat confusion, which in turn will exert
eat influence upon the morale of the U.S.
rvicemen on the front line. That is why the
ohnson cligque is very perplexed aand afraid,
aced with the ever strongrr anti-war move-

deputy chief of the American mission in fment which, like a sharp knife, is stabbing
Saigon from 1950 to 1953, and Ambas- / them in the back,
K

sador to the Congo from 1961 to 196
Mr. Gullion recently visited South Vi
nam with a delegation from the Citi
Committee for Peace With Free
Vietnam. ™. e

Gullion’s statententfollews:

While Hanoi broadcasts its thanks to the
Americans who march in protest against the
war, there are other Americans who see the
repetition of a grim and familiar pattern.
Hanoi moves by the sarne calculations which
paid off for it in the defeat of the French
in 1954,

As the late Ho Chi Minh once told the
French: “You will kill ten of our men and
we will kill one of yours. And in the end, it
will be you who will tire ot 1t.” French power
was shaken but nmot shattered by the defeat
at Dienbienphu, What broke France was the
collapse of will on the home front. The
French were fighting to preserve a hold in

'S
in

Radio Hanoi, November 6, 1966:

The Vietnamese people hail aund support.
the struggle waged by the American people
against the U.8. war of aggr«ssfon in Vietnam,
said Dr. Le Dinh Tham, chairman of the
Vietnam Peace Committee. “This strugele
is & valuable encouragement and backing for
the Vietnamese people, wheo sincerely thank
the American peace fighter:s for their efforis
to strengthen their solidarity with the Viet-
namese people and coordinate thelr struggie
with them:.”

Radic Hanoi, Noveinber 8, 1964:

The Vietnamese people highly value the
protest moverment of the American people.
We praise the American peacs champions who
courageously turted the courts which were
trying them into forums to condemn the
war. We praise the American journalists and
writers who, in defanoce of repression and
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