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Dear Mr. Chalirmnan:

Your transaittal of Moy 11, 1961 requests Agency comaen: ;
on Senate Joint Remoclution 77, "To estadlisk a Joint Comsitis °
on Forelgn Information and Intelligemce". The resolution pre -
poses & Jjoint congressional comaitiee to meke continuing stus i:s
of activities of United States Information Agency, Central
Intelligence Agency, and other intelligence and Information
agencies of the United States.

We are opposed to the enmctmst of the resolution to the
extent it is epplicable to the functions of this Agency. Ve
are convinced that the passage of the resolution linking ‘nit=1
States Information Agency vith the Central Intelligence Agenc -
would haxm the effectiveness of this Agency and its internat: sl
informationsl -cultural programs. We recomuend that all refer=wes
in the resolution to United 3tates Informatiom Agency be lelei--l.

The resolution stetes in part theat the Joint Committee
shall make comtinuing studies of:

"(1) the mctivities of each informstion and
intelligence agency of the United States,

"{2) the prohlems relsting to the foregoing
information snd intellizence programs, and

"(3) the problems ﬁ]&ting to the
of information and intelligence affecting the
national security, and its coordimstion and

utilization by the various depertments, egencies,
end instrumentalities of the United States.”

Section 2 (c) of the resalution defines the term "infore:-
tion and intelligence agency of the United States” 88.... 'the

The Honorable

J. W. Pulbright

Chairman

Committee on Foreign Relations
United States 3enate
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United States Imformation Agency, the Central Infelligenc~ Ag:wy,
and any unit vithin sny of the exmcutive departments or agene i=s
of the nited States conducting foreign informetion or i:rtel‘i : -
gence activities (inclufling any wmit within the Departments c¢*
State, Defense, Army, Havy, and Alr Fores, but not including e
domestic operation of the Federal Burem: of Investigation).”

The izplicetion of the resoluticm is that the operation:
of the Central Imtelligence Agency snd the Agency are simller .
and that United States Information Agency is involved in 2g:p! xrnage
and covert operations. Such impliestion is not correct.

This Ageocy has experienced & certain degree of misunder -
standing of its functions im countries where the word "inforc -~ ion”
translates into "intelligenee”. There slso exists among dsome
foreigners a susplcion that United States Information Agency
personnel, particularly in politically sensitive areas, perfcs:
tertain intelilgence functions. The ensctment of the resolutin
would lend substance to such misunderstandings end suspicions 'n
the nminds of foreigners who alresdy hsrbor them.

The United States Information Agemcy's objectives gr= tc
promote a betiter understanéing of the lhited States 1n otaer
countries and to increase mutual understanding between the pe -:le
of the United States and the people of other countries. hes:
objectives are promoted by &ll means of commmications. u:t uZ
the progran is wnilateral inm that it is operated exclusively =
the Agency, using its persomnel and facilities. Such progm::
include, for exmmple, direct brosdeast hy the Volce of Americ ..
operation of informmtion libraries end centers, and the show! .
of films portraying aspects of Amriean life and culture.

A major pexrt of the prograa, hosever, is conducted 1z
cooperation vith, and under the suspices of, foreign nationa:
and foreign imstitutions. For exmaple, the Agency produces
package radic and televisioa programs which sre used with or
without attribution by loesl stations. Ouwr wireless file and
other informational materisls are made available to editors
and publighers for use in the local press.

Foreign wmniversities are induced to establish chalrs of
American studies, conduct semlaars in Americen history, a’fil.ute
with universities in the Uuited States, sud to participate in
exchanges of professors and studeuts,

Approved For Release 2005/08/24 : CIA-RDP71B00364R000600080016-7




Approved For Release 2005/08/24 : CIA-RDP71B00364R000600080016-7
-3~

Iocel government and community lasders sre eacoursged 4o
participate in various cultwral interchanges with the hited
Statep and to argsnize autcuomous binational orgsnisestions to
promote mutusl understandi-g between the United States and o
country. Such laaders are also encorraged to participate in
the exchange of persons prograa and in the fresident's Specis:
International Prograa.

The sbove 1llustrative activities snd other cultural and
sducational sctivities--concerts, bock publications, film
shovings through local indigenous growps, Exglish teaching, ¢ ..,
reguire the coaperation of,; and active pmrticipation of local
lesders. In fact, such programs are effective anly to the e amt
that there is local participation. The Agency bas been vary
successful in securing locel cooperstion and participation, e ==
in areas and dwring times of politieal difficulties dbetween i
hited States and the foreign government. In Irag, English
wmmmmmmmmmsammumﬁ
our other activities were suspended. Students from goverme:
ainistries, business, and from the profsasions continued %o £:i:end
courses. Similarly, in other troubled periods, the Agency he:
boen successful in varying degrees, in msintaining the cooper:.ion
of important seguents of the loesl population.

If the praposed Joint Resolution should be enacted linkd i
nited States Information fgency and Central Intelligence Age «:/,
we are convinced that cooperation snd participation of forelgwrs
in Agency programs would be dragtically curtalled. Many peoy s
abroad will be wnwilling to assume the risk of cooperating wiii:
the prograx for fear of being associmted with United States
espionage. Certainly, in Iron Curtsin countries and in sreas «f
political tension the inhiviting effects of the resclution me
be dlsaatrous.

To date, mopt foreign governments have permitted Agency
sotivities wit.h s minimm of supervisiom or censorship. Sucl

ayemtiomlh:titﬁewuldmtbemitt&ltthew*s
considered somehow allied vith, or engaged in, covert or 2apl.iage
funetions.

Finally, snactment of the resolution could result in wd o
personal risks for Agency persomnel in curtain countries if
nited States Information Service sctivities are equated wit:
military intelligence.

For these reasons ve believe it emsential that the proposed
reaolution be revised to eaxcliude the United States Informatic -
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Agacy and its wmetivities. n the coe hand there is little
logical baslis for cowmbining in the resclution the collection
of military imtelligence axd the open dissemination of intor-
metion alroad about the United States. The eaactment of ihe
resclution as proposed, on the other band, could have a vory
daawging impact on the United States Government information
effort abrosd.

This Agency would not shject to the creation of & Joint
congressional comuittee, or any other sgpropriste congression
body, to revisw its activities -- in fast, we would welcome
sk a developrent. Owr auly concern is that the terus o
reference of such a body clearly refiset the sole responsibil -
of this Ageney to incresse mitunl undsrstanding between the
people of the Uhited States and the people of cther count:ier .

The Bureau of the Budget advises that it has no objectio
mmmwtmm-trrmmmmwme
Adninistration’s progren.

Sincerely,

Edward R. Murrow

(eopy)
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ROUTE SLIP Taoke necessary action L—_]
TO [ —— Approval or signature D
Mr. John S. Warner Comment O
Prepare reply D
CIA Discuss with me D
For your information D
) See remarks below D
crom _JF.C. Hyde, Jr. oate _0/6/61
REMARKS

1 assume that the general line taken in the
attached would not conflict with the approach
you are trying to work out on the bill from
your gtandpoint.
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