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268 April 1998

HENORARDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJIRCT: Hearing »f Special]l Subecommittee on International
Health, Bducation and Labor Programas of the Senate
Labor and Public ¥elfare Committes

BEFERENRCE: Memorandum for the Record, same subject,
dated 25 April 1968

1. Bubject hearinmgs opened at 10:10 a.m. on April 26,
1988 in Room 4232, New Senate Office Building. 8Six witnesses
teatified:;

John Nagle, President
Nationael Federation of the Biind, Inc.
Washington

Jack Ctero, Assistant Director
¥nternational Affaivs Department
Bureaun of Railway, Airline & Steamstuip
Clerks - affiliated with Railway Lador
Association

washington

Richard Humphrey, Director
Commission on Intermational EBducation
American Council on Education
Wamhington

Francis Pressly

Pirector of Ianternstional Programs
Hational 4-H Poundation

Washington

Dr. Fanefield 1. Sumith
Director of Washington Operstions
Experiment i International Living

James Fowler, Presideant
¥8 Youth Council
Row York, Hew York

2. All mix vitnesses came to the hearings propared to
read previously written statements, endorsing 8. 1778, The
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first three witnesses reid their statements. The fourth, v,

- Pressly, wis interrupted by Senator Yarborough (the only snb~

. committoe memder present throughout the hearings) who reguested
that the reading of the formaul statement by Er. Prsasly be
terminated; this regquest was to facilitate adjinurmment of the
Rubcommittiee meeting by 12 soon because Senator Ysrborough's
presence wae required on the Benste ficor. The prepared
statements by the first four witnosses were distributed, and
coplea are atteched., No extra copies wers availabdls of xr.
Emith's and Nr., Fowler's mtatements.

%, The attached statements are largely self-explanmatory,
but the following remurks may be of intereat:

JACK OTERO

Cterc opensd by endorsiag the April 2§ testi-
mouy of Joseph Beirne. Otero, like Besirne,
concontrated on Latis Americs, emphasizing
that he (Otero) had spent %} years in Rioc
and 2§ years im Lima. Oterc, who returned
to the U, B, in July 1968, emphasizesd &n
particular the “outstandiag work™ of the
Internations]l Transport Workers Pederation
{ITF) ia its peovple-to-people Prograss,

After giving uistorical background on the
ITF, Oterc stressed the Pederation's work
in Asis, Africa and Latin Amorica., COtero
zomplained that the ITF often waz unable
to compete with Chureh {i.e., Catholic)
and Commuznist groups working in the same
tieldp-~often collectively. Oters men-
tioned that the ITF's amnual budget is
only $200,000.

The ITF's role in helpingsilve & recent rail-
way strike is Gustemala wes cited with con-
siderable pride by Oterv: he was highly cri-
tical that the railway iavolved was ocwaed
by a U, 8. company vhose managemant had
encouriged continuation of the strike ia

the full knowledge that the Guatomslan
Government might thershy be made to fall.
Otern alsc complained thet both L, A. and

0. 8, business interests in Latin Americs
often sutively work to thwart trads union
growth. Im strongly sapporting S. 1779,
Gterc stressed the ased for “complete inde-
pendence” 1f peocpla~to-people programe of
the ITF varisty are to succeed,

2
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(Yarboroagh thanked Oteros for him atrong sup~
port. The Senater alsc aoted that 1968 i=s
an election year mnd that many Congreassmen
are busy campaignimg, thus having less time
toe devote to legislative matters. Yarhorough
geid he and his Subcommittee could use mll
of the "lobbying” of Congressmen that ecogld
be marshaled by any organization favorably
disposed to 8. 1779: and the Bemator grged
guch orgapizationstc exert &ll possible
pressure to sssure enactmeont =f the Bill

this yoar.)

RICHARD HUMPRREY

Humphrey's statement is largely self-
explanatory but it ie worth noting that
Yarborough expressed theme reactions to
points made in Humphrey's statement:

&. The spomnsors of 8, 1779 do mot en-
visage that the foundation would suppiant
all State Department, AID or UBIA DPrograns;

b. The sponsors' hope is to avold
wureaucratic red tape of the type connected
with some goveornment (i.e., AID) programs;

25X1C

é. Yarborough does not share Husphrey's
apprehonsions about the foundation gettiag
a mix of government snd private money;

€. 8. 1779 envisages grantisg many
small grants for people-to-pecple programs
in contrast to the largs graats made by the
big U. 8, foundations;

(Aumphrey suggested that the objectives of
8. 1779 could be achieved by contracting
programs throaugh & private organization;
and that if nome mow exista, omne could Be
created. Yarborough expressed his doubts
thst such & contracting arrangement would
be feasible.)

=
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RANSFIRLD SEITH

The Experiment in Iaternational Livimg (BIL):
brings 2,400 persons from 95 countries to
the U. 8, annually; is ianvolved with 800
other exchange visits involviag second and
third countries; and altogether is concernsd
with 3,400 such visite snnually.

25X1C

BiL (and other such organizationz) bhas dis-
covered that State Dopartment funds for
grants have <ecressed apd will decrease
even more durinsg the next fiscal year.

JAMES FOWLER

Aftar briefly tracing USYC's 20-year alstory
and poting that UBYC's international acti-~
vities began only ia 1962, Fowler stressed
his opinion that the sffectiveness oi pro-
grams by priviate voluntary crganizations
often is better than Yoldé-line programs,”
but that the old-lime activities oiten

£ind 1% sasier to obtals funds.

In Povler‘s 2§ years ss president or USYC,
the orgamnization had deen involvad in a
varioty of overseap sctivitiem, including
sominars and leadership programs.

USYC receives some AID funds but its appli-
cations for support from the big U, 8,
foundations have bheen turned down., Fowler
poted that only two contributions had been
racelvec from 3 receat fund-raising drive
addrensed to 60 possible donors.

Passage of S. 1779 would be s tremendous
contribution” to the interantionnl youth
program. Tho B. 1779 funds would provide,
among other things, & finencial coatinuity
that nov is lacking,

Fowler, ncting that the lsnguage of the Bill
stated that Council wenmbers "smhall be eminent
in the fioldas of ecuestion, student activi-

ties, youth activities, labor...." expressed
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the hope that, so far as youth members of
the Council are concerned, they will be
really gualified, experienced youth leaders
rather than prestigiocus persons without a
direct connection with youth,

{Yarborough in response asked if Fowler hmd
in mind youths who specinlized in climbing
inte the windows of university presidents’
offices. Powler jokiagly responded that
such youths, in his opinion, were betler
equipped to explain "Red Rudi” then would
be the old timers.)

4. Fowler, like Smith, only had about 10 minutes to
testify before Yarborcugh adjourned the hearing, to hurry teo
the Senate. But Yarborough tarried to emgage Foewler in
friendly and sympathetic conversation. The undersigned simi-
larly tarried. First of all Yarborough asked about "Red
Rudi,™ apparently not knowing who he was., There followed 2
discussion of Yarborough's {(student?) experiences in Germany,
a statement to Fowler that “"we want to cooparate with you,”
and a reciprocal declsration by Powler of UBYC's desire to
facilitate the Bubcommittew in any way possible. It was the
undersigned's distinct impressiocn from this poast-hearing
exchaage, that Yarborough is well disposed towsrd the UBYC.
It might be noted, as imdicated in reference, that Yarborough
¢id not Jisplay the same warmth toward NEA President Swartz
on April 25,

. Rfforts syve being mnade by the OLC to obtain toxts
of the Bmith sand Fowler statemonts.

Signed

Attachments: 5
ax mtated, para 2

Distribution:nw
Orig. & 1 ~ DC/CA,

- w/ch;

- DC/CA,

- OLC, w/atts,

- CA/¥0, w/atis.

- CA/FO Chrone, w/o atts.

~- w/o atts.
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SUBCOMMITTEE ON

INTERNATIONAL HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND IABOR PROGRAMS

Hearing

Friday, April 26, 1968

(8. 1779: To establish an international health, education, and
labor program to provide open support for private, nongovern-
mental activities in the fields of health, education, and labor,

and other welfare fields.)

Witnesses

¥ John Nagle, President
National Federation of the Blind, Inc.
Washington

¥ Jack Otero, Assistant Director
Internatlonal Affalrs Department

Bureau of Railway, Airline & Steamship Clerks -

affiliated with Railway Labor Executives
Assoclation
Washington

# Richard Humphrey, Director
Commission on International Education
American Councll on Education
Washlngton

X Francis Pressly
Director of International Programs
National 4-H Foundation
Washington

Dr. Mansfield I. Smith

Director of Washington Operations
Experiment in International Living
Washington

dé Statement attached,
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Statement Presented by John F. Nagle I P
Chief, Washington Office Hr’:?. 26 106e%
National Federation of the Blind
In Public Hearings on S. 1779
Conducted by the Special Subcommittee

on International Health, Education, and Labor Programs
Committee on Lebor and Public Welfare, United States Senate

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee:

My name is John F. Nagle. I am chief of the Washington offlce of the Natlional
Federation of the Blind. My address 1s 1908 Q Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20009.

Mr. Chairman, the National Federation of the Blind 1is appearing here, today,
tn give its endorsement and support to S. 1779, & pill introduced by the able and
distingulshed Senator Ralph Yarborough of Texas, to establish an International
Health, BEducation, and Labor Program to provide support for private non-governmental
activities in the fields of health, education, and labor and other welfare fields.

The National Federation of the Blind is a nationwide organization with a
membership primarily of blind men and women, Jjoined together and working together,
to secure, for all who are blind, & falr and equal opportunity to live worthwhile
lives.

By our organized efforts and individual example, we strive to eradicate mils-
intormat.ion about blindness and false notions about blind people.

We reject the inferior, demeaning and sterile status of benevolent custodial-
ism~-our lot by custom and tradition--and we assert the right of all blind people
to determine thelr own destiny, to direct thelr owm lives, to share fully in the
hazards and responsiﬁilities, as well as the rights, privileges, and opportunitles
of constructive and contributory living.

We, the organized blind, do not limit our concerns Or our efforts only to our
members, but we seek and we work for lmproved conditions snd equallzed opportunitlcs
for all without sight in Amerlce, for all without sight in the world.

We, the organlzed of Americe, know that blind people can live independent,

Inter-dependent lives, for we are dolng so. i

P
/
i
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We know that blind people, themselves, are best qualified to solve the problems
of' blindness, and we assert the right to do so, we assume the responsibility for
dolng so.

We asserf this right, and we demand this right, individually and as members of
the National Federation of the Blind.

We assume this responsibility as individuals and as members of the National
Federation of the Blind.

In 1940, Mr. Chairman, a dozen blind men and women representing seven state-
wide organizations of blind people, met in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvenia and formed
the National Federation of the Blind.

Teday, with a membership of more than Lo, 000 sightless Americans, combined in
some 300 local chapters, which, in turn, are federated in 37 state organizatlons,
all merged at the national level in the National Federation of the Blind--

Today, Mr. Chairmen, the organized blind movement 1In America is an irrefutable
demonstration of the normality of blind people, of their capacities and capablilities,
it 1s a conclusive demonstration of the possibilities of achievement attainable by
blind men and women Jjolned in common cause and working together toward shared
objectives.

In furtherance of our desire and our determination to encourage and asslst the
blind of other nations to achieve fulfillment in their lives, to help them realize
thelr potentialities as human beings, we the organized blind of the United States,
vere instrumental, several years 880, 1n the creation of the International Federatilon
of the Blind--a worldwide organization of affiliated national organizations of
blind people.

Tn the years prior to the founding of the International Federation of the
Blind, and in the subsequent years, we, blind Americans, have gained a greater
understanding of the sorry plight of the blind in other nations, of their great

need for help and encouragement. .
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As we, blind Americans, have become’%g;e familiar with the distressing con-
ditions of blind people in other nations, as we have become better acquainted
with blind people of the Near and the Far East, of Burope and Africa, of South
and Central America, as we have become better acquainted with blind people from
many countries and every area of the world, there has grown in the National
Federation of the Blind an increasing desire to assist these people, an increasing
determination to share our experience as blind people, our good fortune as blind
Americans, with the blind of other nations, that they may gain from our experlence
that they may benefit from our good fortune.

Since 1964, Mr. Chairman, when the National Federation of the Blind began
expanding the scope of its internaticnal actlvitles, we have had more than two
dozen leaders of the blind from nations scattered throughout the world attend and
participate in our annual national convention, and they have spent time traveling
about our country--

They have become acquainted with blind people.

They have learned how we function in our "self-help" orpanizatilons.

They have learned of the diversity of our employments and our activities, the
extent Lo vhich we take part, in all aspects of communilty and national 1life.

fur mewbers, serving as hosts and guides, galned much from theilr association
wlth these leaders of the blind from other lands, and, of course, our guests
learned much during their stay with us.

In fact, Mr. Chairman, we believe the experlences that we of the Natlonal
Federation of the Blind shared with our fellow blind from other nations were of
much mutual benefit.

Fach blind person who has been with us, has been a leader of the blind 1in his
own country, and actively engaged 1n seeking a better life for the blind of his

own country.
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Each blind person who has visited us, who has come from a forelgn nation to be
with us in the United States, has, by assoclating with blind Americans, learned
about blind Americans, what we are able to do and what we are doing, and because
of this time with us, each person has been better able to work in his own country
for improved opportunities for his fellow blind ciltizens.

We of the National Federation of the Blind believe, Mr. Chalrman, that by
affording leading blind persons of other natlone. a chance to visit America, results
of far-reaching significance are achileved--

Surely, Mr. Chairman, the people of the world have heard far too much of the
wealth and the weapons of America, but, we believe, they have heard far too little
of the deep and general concern in America for persons who are physically and
mentally iwmpalred--of the special helps and services provided to such people, of
the educational and tralning programs available to them, of the gainful employments
ongaped in by them--

They have heard far too little of the opportunitles for normal,.self-dependent
1llving achicvable and achieved hy physically and mentally disabled persons in
Arerica.

Mr. Chairman, as American cltizens, we of the National Federation of the Blind
believe 1t 1s most important that this aspect of our national life and culture be
better known throughout the world--that the people of the world be informed that
basic 1n our netlonal philosophy and practice, there 1c the cornerstone beliefl of
the worth of each individual; a belief so solidly rooted and so all-pervasive that
it includes the blind, other physically impaired persons, and mentally impaired
rersons, within its scope.

0F course, blind persons who visit the United States as puests of the National
Federation of the Blind are shown the schools, the libraries, and the other in-
stitutlons and apencies which serve the needs of the blind in this Nation--but that

ien't the reason we have them h
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We want them here to mect blind Americans.

I'or, as foreilgn blind people meet blind Americans, they discover that here
in this country, as in theirs, there are adverse public attitudes toward the dis-
abled, that there exlsts prejudices and discriminations, social and economic
barriers, which bar the way of the impaired who seek to achieve self-dependent
lives.,

.But Mr. Chairman, they also dlscover that much is being done to combat such
attitudes, to climinate such barrlers.

The {orelen blind who.visit America discover it is the policy of our govern-
ment, Lo afford full and fair opportunity to all citizens, and they discover that
"all" includes the blind, the deaf, the crippled, the mentally defective--that it
includes every American, that none are excluded because of physical defect or
mental disability.

Blind leaders Trom other lands who spend a brief time in America discover that
in our democracy, all citizens are guaranteed the right and assured the opportunity
.o work Lo change that which they deem unwise, unfair, or disadvantageous to thelr
interests and bellefs, and they may work to achieve such change by individual
petition, or in concert with others, by jolnt and organized actilon.

They become familiar with the organized efforts of blind Americans to lmpreve
theilr lot, to meet the challenges of sightlessness in o sight-structured socciety.

They are able to cbserve and learn our methods and techniques, and they are
told of our accomplishmento.

Dut most important of all, Mr. Chalrman, we believe, blind persons who come
from other lands to be with us, learn of the splrit--the American spirit--whiech is
50 well exempllified by blind Americans: Our determinatlon to live normally, to
function fully and independently.

They learn of our successtul efforts to help ourselves.

Approved For Release 2002/01/22 : CIA-RDP71B00364R000500200023-6



A[Spfoved For Release 2002/01/22 : CIA-RDP71B00364R000500200023-6

G

And they gain by association with us the realization that thelr fellcw blind,
too, may strive and achleve just as we, American blind men and women, have striven
and achleved; that the blind of other lands may accomplish much by working together
and trying together, as we, the blind of the United States, have worked together
and tried together and accomplished much together.

Leaders of Lhe blind from foreign nations who mect and become acqualnted with
American blind persons also learn of the almost limitless number of occupations,
husinesses, and professions in which we are gainfully, competitively, and success=
rully engaged, and they return to their country with a strengthened beliefl in the
potentialities avallable to their fellow blind, with a nev knowledge of the economic
possibllities available to their fellow blind.

They return to their country with a conviction that if the blind of America
con aspire and attain economic self-sufficlency, can attain soclal equality, so
t,on, can the blind of thelr own natlon.

Mr. Chalrman, the National Federation of the Blind has dealt too tully, perhaps,
wilh what we belicve are the real gains which result by enabling blind men and women,
lecaders of blind people of other lands, to spend a bit of time here in the United
States among blind Americans.

But we have done 5o because we have found such an extensive explanaticn
necessary, and even then, sometimes, our objectives have not been understoed.

As you well know, Mr. Chalrman, there are already great numbers of publicly
and privately financed programs to bring persons from foreign nations to the United
States.

However, when the National Federatlon of the Blind has investigated these
programs, usually, we have found them categorical in approach.

We have found that if we wanted to bring teachers of the blind to America to

learn how to become better teachers, vocaticnal rehabilitation counsellors to
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hecome better veocational rehabilitation counsellors, for other technicians, other
svecialists in the fleld of the blind to come here to secure further training in
their professional specialties, then funds would have been available to us.

RBut when we have talked of blind persons coming to the United States to learn
hy association with American blind persons, when we have talked about blind foreign
leaders of the blind visiting the United States that they might learn how blind
Americans have worked together in their "self-help" organizations to secure im-
proved status for blind pecple, then, Mr. Chairman, then we have found that that
which we wanted to do just didn't Tit in any established category in the various
international exchange programs.

There was one cxception to this, however--the Educational and Cultural Exchange
'rogram of® the OUtate Department.

The personnel of thls agency with whom we have dealt have understood the in-
ternatinnal goals of the National Federation of the Blind, and they have enthusi-
astlcally cooperated with us in our efforts to secure financial support for our
foreign blind applicants.

But, Mr. Chairman, only seven of our requests to this agency have been approved
since 196L--for it has very meapger funds, and such funds as 1t has are disposed of
by our embassy people.

And we have usually found that travel grents for blind people to come to the
United States are far down on embassy priority lists.

It is our hope, therefore, Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee, that
S. 1779 will be promptly approved by you, that 1t will be promptly passed by
Conpress.

For we belleve the kind of international program that would be established by

1

5. 1779 is the very kind that we have looked for in valn--the kind of program
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“hat would be administered by personnel who would understand what we are tryinpg to
d0, who would be respensive to what we are trying to do for the blind of other
nationo,.

Yo believe the internationel program established by 5. 1779 would offer the
National Federation of the Blind the possibllity of help in our determined efforts

to help the blind of other lands, that they will then be better able to help them=
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