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MISSILE DRFENSE

’.any\Feel More Emphasis

By Joinson Is Needed !

By HENRY L. TREWHITT
{(Waoshington Burcau of The Sunl
Washington, Jan. 11 —Congvess

- keucled cautiously today to Pres-|

ident Johnson's cryplic treatment
of the nation's anti-missile de-
fenses in his Stale-of-the-Union
‘message, and  most members
;scemed {o be waiting for elabo-
1auon
i Most oulspoken was_Represen-
Lative Rivers (D., 8.C.), ciiairmarr
‘of the House Axmed Services
-Comumiltee, who said Lhe nation
must move ahead at least wilh
-preparations to deploy the Nike-X
‘anti-missile sysldm, despite the
cost, and apart from general dis-
armament negotiations.
_ Representative  Laird (R,
Wisid, chairman of the. Repubii-
can Conference, expressed ‘“‘sur-
prise and concern” that Mr, John-} i
son failed to deal with the subject
;in greater delail. He saw it as one
ol the major issues facing Con-
aress.

Await Budget Proposals i

CONCRESS WANTS

Sign Of Postponstuent” |,
The remarks were interpreled
generally today as a clear sign|
that the President has decided tol -
put off a dedision on [ull scale
deployment  for  another year.l”
They also reflected indirectly the
debaie among United States de-
fense olficials over the extent of
Soviel anti-missile deployment,
Administration Officials alreads
have pledged ciforts to dissuade
the Soviel Union [rom ‘carrying|
ont {ull dtplmment of its own

lanti-missile system. United Slalcs‘
analysts see it as a costly step” m!
the arms race which would leave!
the two superpowers in the same
relative strategic positions, at thc
end. .

Government spokcsmen today.
said the cfforl is being ('an.cd
out at several levels.

Atom Agreement Denicd

At the same time, the State Dc-
partment denied xepolt': that the’
Sovic{ Union and Uniled States al-
ready bave agread on terms of &
treaty against contributing to the
spread of nuclear Wwcapons- (o
have—not nations. ¢
Car] Bartch, acting chiel press!
tolficor for. the D»panlmcnt said.
there vstill are “important prab-
lems” to be resolved and dxucus»
sxons are continuing,

The question of anli-missile de-;
{enses has become inextricably!
woven into more general discus.!

Many other members, asked (or]
comment, would say only thau
they were waiting with some 1111-1
patience to see the President's]
budget proposals on antxmnasue1
dcploymcnt

“The Soviet Unijon has in lhe‘
.past year increased 1ts long-range!
.missile capabilities,” Lhe Prosd
‘ident told Congress and Lhe nalion!
ilast night. “It has begun lo place!
near Moscow a limited anu m\s!

{sions of disarmament and non-
proliferation of nuclear weapons.
There still is a lively debate.
among American officials: about’
the extent of Soviet anli-missile
(.c,ﬂovmcnl The presence of an(i-
mizsile missiles  at installations:
around Moscow has been estab-:
tished—but there is ‘considerable
funcertainty as to-the operationall
state’ of other sites throu"hout
Russia.., i :

sile defense. .

My first responsxhnhty to our
people is Lo assure that no nation
can ever find it rational tolaunch
a nuclear attack or to use ils ny-
clear power as a cregible threal
against us or our allies.

“That is why an important link

‘the arms race between us, in both

‘conventional and nuclear weapons :

between Russia and the Uniled|
States is our common inlerest inj
arms contro} and disarmament.|
We have the duty to slow down|

o

and defenses.!’... .o ...
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