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. By RUDY ABRAMSON ~ * cow, and has built a sophls- - "'

ticated anti-alrcraft system ;
at Leningrad, which can be,
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Like strect gangs headed for- = modified for missile defense, ) L
‘a face-saving rumble; the These sources belleve the ' oo : ) KA
¢ United States and the Soviet ~ U.S.8.R. Is going through tha : o ot
. Unlon are at the brink of a - same agonizing process that : o N
; tragic and costly new atomic . the United States is following o
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. Brms race. In deciding whether to go . ’
w It's a race neither side 2head with & full-scale’
;; really wants. It started for System, . B T A S .
., reasons neither clearly under- The Defense Department- , ' ‘ Lol S
i stands. It will be fought at - has also conceded that the . ’ R : g{

Russtans are building ICBMs . . : ; o
at a faster rate than has' ; R
been estlmated. They have: - - ‘ : o
, increased from 300 last May
" to " estimates of 400 to 450 .
now, ‘

When the Unltcd States :
‘reaches ‘full deployment of
the nuclear-tipped missiles
now operational, it will have :
~some 1,000 Minutemen, 54 .

b enormous cost on both sides,
r and it will probably end with
¢ the combatants having gained
i nothing.
v, For its part, the Unlted -
+ States is trying 10" avoid a-
b race to deploy balllstlc missile .
. defense systems by lnltlatlng
1‘ 8. face-saving mutual agree-
rHment. It appecars to be the
L only alternative between ar
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Johnson has decided to hold
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EFFORTS PRESSED

Already U.S. officials are
seeklng to talk the Russians
. out of going into full-scale

) dcployment of an anti-missile

system. The efforts will con-

.+ tinue next nionth when dis-
- armament talks
; Geneva,

.renew at

Until these efforts are
a chance, President

off production of the’ U. S

- Nike X missile system, esti-

mated to cost $3 billion to
$30 billlon. In recent months

* the stresses and strains over
- his decision Have been a

source of more stress and

- strain within the U. 8. gov=

ernment than nearly any-

“thing cxcept Viet Nam.

PRESIDENT'S WORDS

The President’s decision to
hold off building the system.
was reflected In his State of
.the Union message this week,

“We have the duty to slow -

down the arms race between

us, in both conventional and ;
and de-

nuclear
fenses,"

weapons

he said, “Any addi-

tional race would impose on ..

our peoples, and on all man-
kind, an additional waste of..

resources with mo gain in .

“ security to elther side.”.
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nicllizence gources say
Russia has deployed an anti= -

mlsslle syatem n.round Mos-

,‘offense,

.

This gives the Unlted States

* unchallenged ICBM superior-

ity. Defense Secretary Rob-
ert S. McNamara says there
is no question they can reach-
their targgts. Moreover, the
secretary, convinced that the
best  defense is - & strong
will ask Congress -
next month for funds to
_begin  development of the
" Poseldon missile,

But the fact remains that
the United States has no de-
fense against the most awe-
,some weapon ever invented -
by man—the nose cone of an -
- ICBM 'plunging down from .
space jat 18 000 miles per-
hour,

Instead of defense per se
- the country relles upon fts-
. 'massive offensive capability—
the unquestionable power to

o

" absorb a first strike and stiil. .«

launch an attack sufficient
, to reduce the Soviet Unlon to
" rubble,
The Russians’ movement’
" toward deployment of an
antl-missile system has been.
widely interpreted here as an
attempt to at least give the
world. the Impression that
+ they are strategically equal to
or ahead of the United States.
AMERICAN FEARS .
- If such an impression is .
unchallenged it is feared, the . .
U.S.S.R. might be encouraged -
to attempt more excursions .
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Surprisingly, and for reg= '.
sons such. as this, the State -

"Department is probably more' "

in support of building  the =
Nike.X than is -the Defense,
Department. Some . of state’s’
military experts -believe ‘the
. Russians  decided  shortly .
-after they were, forced to|’
withdraw their mlsslles from
Cuba to develop an anti-!
“ missile- system. §
Even though the Russlens
apparently have not made;

. & final declsion on 'bulldlng

their, anti-missile system..
there Is reason to belleve they
will,

They have  invested far,’

’more than the United Statcs, l

~in  development- of fallout
.shelters and nave erected an,,”

-extensive anti- alrcmft sya-( ’,_'

tem. 1
' Neither the Soviet govern-'

‘ment nor the Russian people

have forgotten the U-2 Inci-" !
denc of 1960, v
PUBLIC PRESSURE '

If there are domestic pres-
* sures on Soviet leadership to -
g0 ahead with building an

. antl - missile ‘system, they '
_cannot approach those whlch

" will be exerted on the Us
‘government, - /-,

Surveys in. recent years"
show that a majority: of -
vAmericans believe that this
¢ountry already-has an antl- ,‘
missile system,-

. of Nike X,
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“Titan s, and 656 sub- .
. $ astronomlcally expensive newy marine-launched Polarls o . . _
f.arms race and a dangerous . . e .’
. upset in the East-West str. ra- . missiles. ) such as t.helr placing mlsslles doubtedfy change durlng the
! tegic balance,. U. S. SUPERIORITY . in Cuba. .coming’ months, -for missile |

defense will be one of- the;
- most spirited fissues beloref’
the Congress. '3
Sen. Rlchard Russell - (D.-/3
Ga.) and Rep., Mendel Rivers §
D.-8. C), chairmen of ‘the |
" armed services commlttee, J
‘have made it clear they will i
“attempt to get the Nike X'

~program going, 1

!, 17 The decision has been held" 1

off 5o far because McNamara, §
hes been able to successfully .
argue that a deployment de-
-cision would be premature. *
He concedes that no foresee- '
[ able defensive system could '
. Blve'  complete ! . protection }
- agalnst the kind of saturation'y
attack the. Soviet Union laj
capable of launchlng. ) L
.GROWING SUPPORT ,:"(j

‘His opposition in Congress :
‘has been largely confined to"
those who oppose him on vir=
“tually everything. But now: ‘

"u that the Soviet Unlon i3 moy-7;
“.ing toward a similar system

and China has tested a
mlsslle -lnunched atomic'/
‘weapon, many mlddle-of-the-
.road congressmen are ex-
‘pected to Mne up on the slde

Anticipation ‘of furious de--
bate was probably the reason
‘the  Johnson administration
chose:to reveal In earfly No-
‘vember that it has évidence
of 80vlet anu-mlssﬂe devel~'
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" parent Soviet cffort and an-i. taliatory attack.
- nouncing plans to deploy the! - The opposing thesis is that |
Poseidon missile, the Admin--
" {stration may. have’ blunted. fensive. As this argument :
tht- argument for building  &oes, Russia hopes to develop |
the Nike X, which has cost ' offensive strength to destroy
some $2.3 billion in research: all its targets in the United |
. and development so far.
*, Apparently for Soviet as. counterpunch .from Polaris
f well “as domestic . consump- | States, then -intercept the
‘ tion, high government offi- ' missiies. . )
. clals bhave also publicized .~ OFrICIALS PUZZLED
; i the desire for an agreement However,  the argument
\ with the' Soviet Union t0 "wphich ssems to have more -

stop‘ the race. followers. in the government-

DEFENSIVE AIMS here is that Russia "would
Presumably, some direct ~ &Utempt to glve the illusion
anyway that it is on par with -
the United States strategically -
,and would use this in what-,
‘ever way it could for political
|]e\mage

y contacts already have been
Imade There have even been
.reports that McNamara
., -Inight go to the Soviet Union
i. Tor talks on a “freeze” on de~
-fensive missiles
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U.s. officlals are puzzled

1
{

.. The chances of any such ‘&5 to where the Soviet Union

i ‘agreement with the Viet Nam | is getting the money. Though :
| war In the background are ' ' the Soviet Union’s gross na-
i highly questionable. Yet State .lional product is less than I
"Depmtment - sources point ,half -that. of the United |

lout that the war ‘did not
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By q,.l\mw]cdwmg the ap-' States and stilllaunch a re- |~

- riod.

_Vsubmarines with its defensive :
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“the argument against' Nike
on technical grounds has’
largely disappeared. Even.
-the most stubborn skeptics:
_have come to conclude dur-.
ing the last several months’

. that it 1s possible to identify’
Admittedly, the only kind:'! warheads amidst a cloud ol‘
of enemy attack it could ; decoysandshootthemdown. °
handle would %z an_ accl- . From all appearances, thej
dental strike or an attempt: r Soviet Unlon has come to t.he‘
at some sort of nuclear black-. | -same concluslon

malil short of all-out atomlc "- HOPE FOR WAY OUT

war. Underground nuclear test.s

Should the Whit i
“and Oélongrtes(; apgir:veng}‘:ls: Hln both Russia and the Unlt-
* Med States durlng recent’

| :vhae. ﬂ%st operational hard- months have been directed!
j Ware would be In place about at developing antl-missile
11972, 2t the earllest. Pre- y ‘warheads. ping  an
»sumably the first -targets to It 1s to be hoped that the
; be deiended avould be nreas‘ "world’s super powers will find
" where American ICBMs are . way ott during the ﬂrst
- hidden in stlos. " months of 1967. It they do.
COST IN BILLIONS [not, an arms race on a chill-]
A thicker system, capable ing new scale wlll ‘be irre-j
of defending against a “prim- " versibly under way. - "
itive” kind of- attack which If the war in Viet Nam
China might be -able o | prevents the Unlted St.a.tes
launch several vears' nom.,\; "and the Boviet- Union lrom”
/discusslng this* ratlonally.

Now “instead of golng into
; full-scale deployment, the top-[
- military leaders are advocat- -
the Soviet motivation is of-- A ing a very ‘“thin”" system,

!

 which would cost $3.5 to $5
‘billion over & ﬁve year pe-:

. deter the United States and
~the U.8.SR.

from - agreeing.
2'gn the treaty banning weap-’

States, it has been spending ! now would cost about $10 bu-
about 80 per cent as much as -

the U.S. in space sclence and -
exploration.

that will .bg the grentest’ ofe.

--ning the spread of nuclear

JAN 1 2 1009 .

. If the Soviets do decide to,
go ahead with thelr anti- mis-
'sile program, U.S. sourccs pxe-
- dict, it will be paid for by a
cutback in farm programs
and consumers goods.

The  economic burden of
‘building an  ultra-sophisti-
Jcated missile defense would

Lons from space.
3 Optimists even see hope for
_agreement on a treaty ban-

. weapons to nations which do’ .
i not possess them now. ‘They
i'see a significant shift in the 1
USoviet position in “recent
> months.

““the Soviet position has been! U.S. economy as well.
~attributed to the demise of!i One can see wilthout much
. the muiti-lateral force Whlchg imagination a never-ending

. the Unitéd States proposed '-stream of mayors, governors,

, as a means of glving its and congressmen pressuring .

i NATO allles a role in stra-- lfthe White Housc and the

L tegle defense, Pentagon to extend the ‘de-

‘; Those  most  opposed to jfense system to their arca.

buiiding the Nike X to dcfcngi, + CALL V¥OR A START

: © American citles and missile The Jolnt Chicfs of Staff, |
+ sites say If the Soviel Union . o they have for the last sev--1

t is bullding & bona fide entl~ - croy vears are recommending |
' missile system, its intentions. y i

4 may be purcly defensive. ®

o3 According to this argument,

» the U.S.S.R. Is stepping up its:
j ICBM  force and working
toward a missile’ defense to:
* enable thd”country i
Ih_st. strike from the

i
)
4

. tional missile defense system. I
A few years. ago 'they |
waniéd to go ahead with the |
Nike Zeus system. Develo;)- l
n r'ms since then h &f“
eddror Release 2 Qv‘ll

nited’ peen- disastrous, -

¢ -Some of this thawing of ,havc a major impact on the !:

"'_a.

getting started with an opera- f"

r lion: over flve years.
T c ot aIl the ‘tragedies- the fighting:
Estimates are that a full-;
scale national defense, which | ‘,}f}qf"“t‘hﬁ ,““M“d_“&jm caused.

might save as many as 100
. million lives from an’ all-out’ ‘1
. Russtan offensive would cost .
. $20 billlon to 325 bllllon pos-, i '

. sxbly far more. - '.-.
It wold include an exten-'}

; sive fall-out shelter syst.em ln 1 .
I addition to missiles. . ?:' .
The tragedy of It all +is’!
“'that elther country weuld re- h
' tain the ability to reduce thev
' other to a wasteland. . | 4
Only an accident ‘or an n

' frrational encmy could staty,]
" such an exchangc. - The |
, Uniled States belicves to-4
day that the Soviet Union is

rational enemy, fv
“aware of the insanlt.y of au | .
atomic war. .

RED CHINA PROBLEM

. China is another matter;
vct Peking' has shown, great -
ability . to act mhiormlly
while talking inationally. Its
passion to become a nuclear’

IR g Apbosooosorors
buﬂd Nike X.- ; .

' Another signlflcant change
{9 14 TThitmd Cllatme a2 Maw b




