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an Army outfit managed to defcat and
seriously damage a North Vietnamese
force.

Successful Opemtions

Today,' the Opcration Attleboro, in

_Tainan Province, ncar the Cambodian

horder northwest of Saigon, General Bill
Depew and troops of the First Infantry

.. Division, the First Calvary Division and

the 25th Infantry Division have been
engaging in very successful operations

-against the North Vietnamese troops.

I was able to rcport to the President
that the war in my judgment continues
in a very favorable fashion. General
‘Westmoreland retains the initiative and
in every operation to date, he has man-
aged to defeat the” cncmy. I also com-
mented on the very satisfactory logistie

. build-up which we checked into during

our visit to Vietnam. I belicve that the
logisticians, the engineers, the ordnance
types, the quartermasters, and so on,

. are perhaps the unsung heroes of this
_ particular war. .

There is absalutely ..

our capability of
oviet defenses  with
sind  alreraft, There
1 about that at any
{15 years and there

I would reccommend to any of you
who would like to check my words to
visit Camceron Bay, among other places.
In brief, then, I was able to rcport to
the President my satisfaction from a

military point of view as to.the progress .

of the war. I also told him something
that he, of course, saw for himself
during his visit to South Vietnam, and
that is the outstanding morale, the out-

. -;trmdmg dedication and determination

ot e A Anian e Losenaoand. their_allicg_

House somewhat excecded what our bet-
ter people whe had reports on it would
indicate, although I was clear-to point
out that they received the reports from
~the candidates themselves,

The margin was some five to 10 more

- than the total amount that we had

anticipated, as I told you in a.press

_ conference the other day and as I told

you at Johnson City.

A 2-Party System

There are some things that I think
we ought to observe. First, as a good
Amcrican, I think we are all glad to
see a healthy and competent existence
of the two-party system. I think there
is no question but what the other party
strengthencd its position.

Second, I believe, as the leadership
President
Tisenhower, Senator Dirksen and others
believe, that it will not in any way
change our course of actlon in connec-
tion with security matters. .

I have had rather good cooperation
from the opposition party, as I have
stated on- a good many occasions on
all matters affecting the security of
this nation, and I expect to continue to
have that. o

Third, while you regret to sec some
effective Congressmen—and certainly
Senator Douglas, an effective Senator
—Jeave Washington, not many Presi-
dents hayve been President for very long
with 24§ 249 or 250 members of the
House and 64 members of the Senate.

As T said to Mts. Johnson last mght
it just looks like we will have to get
by with a 248 margin, which will be
some 63 margin, and in the Senate
almost two to one.

1. hope what we propose will ‘be suf-
ficiently mcntorious to command a
majority vete. .

Recalls Senate Days

The most effective Democratic opera-
tion that I experienced in the days
I served there was when we only had
a one-man margin in the Senate. There
were less absentecs and more people
there. .

Of course, anyone would rather have
67 on his side than 64. But I’ would
rather have 64 than 36, I would rather
have 248 than 145,

In our state we lost two, in Virginia .
we lost two, in Wisconsin we lost two,

But as I have ohserved to you before, *
The Christlan Scicnce Monitor made a -
study of this question.

Saville Davis came to my office ard

‘brought me the results of some of his

studies. He carried them back to 1840,

“They showed an average of 41 per year.

Some of the high years were with Presm
dent Roosevelt, when he carried every
state of the unlon, exccpt Maine and
Vermont, in 1936. I hclicve he lost 86
votes in 1938, That was about the time
I came into Congress. I rcmdémber that
very clearly.

On other occasions they have posted
60. President - Iiscnhower scrved only-
"two yecars before he lost the Congrcgs
entirely.

As a matter of fact, a fellow workmg
for me the other morning, after listen-
ing the night before, thought we had
lost the Congress entircly. As a matter
of fact, he thought all Democrats werg
gone.

I asked him what he thought abouf
the election, and he said, “I am sure
sorry to see them take the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate.”

Well, we still have 248 or 250 mem<
bers. That is something to bear in mind.
They may have to be a little closcr
knit. They may have to have fewer ah-
sentees and things.

But a President that can't lead with-
a 250-85 would have his problems with
260 or 270. I am hopeful that most of
our legislation that we recommended has
been acted upon reasonably bipartisan.
I have no reason to tlunk it won't be

. next yeal

- T would be Icss than frank If I didn’t

tell you that I am sorry we lost any

Democratic ‘scats. But I would also
tell you that over a pried of years
the American people have a way, I
guess, of balancing things.

When the pendulum swings one way,
as it did in 1964 pretty strongly, it
has a tendency to swing back and some-
what balance it, as it did in 1936 when
we had an unprecedented majority of
Democrats, and in 1938 it swung back.

So while we were disappointed. to see
some of our friends lose, I can’t think
a President should be too unhappy after
he had had the. rcsults that we have
had in 1963, 1964, 1965 and 1966. We
have had a reasonably good time to
make our recommendations and to get
most of them acted upon.

It may be pertinent to observe that
when I became President in 1963 we
had about 256 members of the House.
We will probably have five, six or seven
less now. We had a reasonably good pro-
gram, as you will remember, in 1963
and 1064.- .

I would ‘expect that we will have our
recommendations favorably acted upon
in most instances, where they are de-
serving.

I would likc to point out one other
wmanct_af.tharollenlls,

-week,

13, Time of Surgcry

Q. Mr. President, is.there anything
further you can tell usat this time about,
when and where your surgery will take.
place? .

- A. No, It will take phce next wcek.
So you don't have to worry about this,

‘Where, the doctors have not decided. -
yet. We have several doctors living in~

.various places that will need to be here.

Mr. Burkley is now conferring with them™
and talking to them, trying to get their
schedule on a date that they can agres
on, somectime, we hope, in less than the. -
15- to 20-day peried that we originally .
thought.

Just what day it will be, _wc don't:
know. I think you can be comfortable’
over the weekend here, at least through”
Sunday. But we don't know whether you
will be busy at a hospital in the carly.
part of the weck right now or not. Just”
as soon 'as we do, we will tell you. We:
will give you amplc notice. |

Q. Mr. Prcsident, could you tell uq
something about your physical comfort "
now? Are you fecling well?

A, Yes, I feel fine, I still have the
same problems, This would just be a
repeat. If you look at the last tran--
script, we have a litfle huskiness in-
the voice you may be able to observe
and a little pulling on the side, the’
protrusion.

It is actually a pull on the inner wall

 ‘'wherce the incislon was made, It is like
..you have a little weight on your arm. In

carrying it around, it pulls on you, and
sometimes when you get up it hothers
you.

I have not been wearing a back rc\t
for the last two or three days. It is a”
little more comfortable. I forgot to put™
it on, If T had known you were going to
be here on this occasion this morning, I

‘(Jould have dressed for it. But it is

more comfortable when you don’t wear

it ,

14, New Programs
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against the Soviet offcnsive sysloms.as
well. We concluded that it is much too
carly to make a decision for deploy-
ment against the Cmnob
have not arrived at a d cision on any
other deployment. We will continue our
discusslons on this subject in the weeks
fo come.

The Poseidon Missile

Seccondly, we discussed the possible
production of the Poseidon missile, You
may recall that this is a new missile
for deployment at sea, the development
of which we initiated as part of the
fiscal 1967 budget as an insurance pro-
K gram, We costimated at the time this
program was prescnted last, year that it
would require almost $2-billion to de-
H velop, and several additional billions to
deploy.

T O VT TR TN

present to the Congress, a proposal to
produce and deploy that system. This
will require a complete refitting of most
of our Polaris submarines at a cost
somewhat in excess of 60 per cent of
the initial cost of those Polaris subs.

Desirable Construction

We then considercd the supplement
’ to the 1967 defense budget. As the Presi-
dent reported to you last Saturday, it
will be nccessary to have such a sup-
plement. The production of aircraft, heli-
copters, ground ordnance and air ord-
nance has excceded our expectation. The
.comhined tcam of American manage-
ment and American labor has actually
accomplishcd\nlraclcs -in the last sev-
eral months,

* That, plus the.necessity to cons1dor
financmg operations in Southeast Asia
beyond June 30, 1967, which was the
foundation of the 1967 program, will
guite clearly require a supplement to the

A

pects of that.

Tinally, we considered the basic pol-
icy which we wiil follow as a foundation
for the defense .program in fiscal 1968,
and ‘upon the President’s instructions
“will defer every possible element of the
defense program that can be deferred
without adverscly affecting our secur-
ity. This is in order to soften the tran-
sition following the termination of hos-
tilities in Southeast Asia, the transition
to our peacctime economy.

+ We will follow, thercfore, the same
policy in 1968 that we have to some de-
gree to the present. You will remember
that in 1966 we were authorized a mili-

$1.2-billion, and have deferred for future
start about $600-million of that,

desirable, which we need for defense,
but which is not required at the moment,
T We believe that considering the short-
age ‘of construction labor and the short-
age of construction materials, we are
well advised to defer the start of that
construction until such time as our econ~
omy can both absorb it and benefit from

developing the 1968 program. |
‘I think this will mean that, for ex-
~ ample, we will defer building up certain
inventories of munitions and other equip-
ment, equipment that we don’t need at

but which we will require at some time
in the future, production of which we
can use as'a means of softening the im-
pact of the termination of hostilities in
Southeast Asia, '
T will be very happy to take your
quostions on anything I have sald today
or on any other aspect of the defense
program. \

- QUESTIONS

1. Soviet Missile System . = .

Q. Mr. Sccretary, did you say™that

the Sovicts were dcplomng an antibal-
3

T A e e s B 3, [, o, o PP, P 10

We rccomimended, and I believe wﬂl/

defense budget, We reviewed certain as- -

tary construction program of about.

This represents eonstruction which is’

it. We will follow. a similar policy in"

present, that we won’t need next year,

Communist nuclear developments and
thosc elscwhere in the world.

units in the United States,
5. Chinese Threat

Q. How long do you think it would be
before you could fully deploy it?

A: Any deployment of such a system
would take place over several years.
One point I would like to stress to you is
.that the length of time required to
deploy such a system is less than the
length of time required for the Chinese
Communists to develop nuclecar weapons
that conceivably could threaten this na-
tion, Therefore,
this time make a decision to deploy
such a system to defend against the

. Chinese Communist threat.

Q. Docs Red China have a nuclear
antiballistic system?

A. No. The Communist Chinese, as
you know, are just in the early stages
of the development of nuclear weaponrs
and, so far as we know, and I believe
wa do know, they have not begun to
develop an antiballistic missile system.

h 6. War in Vietnam

Q. Doecs this affect the war in Viet-
nam? A, No, not in the slightest degree.

7. Draft Cutbacks

Q. Mr. Secretary, what effect will

your announced draft cutbacks have on

our manpower situation other than Viet- -

nam? I am thinking in terms of Dutope
pdrticularly.

A, We will keep our European forces,
and be prepared to keep them, at current
levels. Early this year we announced
that we were temporarily utilizing 15,-
000 men from our European forces in
the training of the expanded Army in
this country. :

At the beginning of the year, we had
something on the order of 225,000 men
in our Army forces in Western Europe.

" I stated we would draw them down by

about 15,000 and replace those men by
the end of this year. We are well on-the
way to doing something.

I have forgotten the exact strength
in Western Europe today, but I would
think it was on the order of. 218,000.
By the end of this year, it will be
223,000 or 224,000. ‘We will plan to be
prepared to maintain it at that through-
out the coming year,

I noticed in the press that I was

accused of playing politics by announc-

ing the cut in the draft call last Satur-

day. I think some might have accused’
me by playing reverse politics because,’

of course, what it meant was that we
had for the month of November an-
nounced a rather heavy draft call in
September, and it iz not until after the
clection  that we will "be cutting the,
draft as much as we are. '

v It is customary to announce the draft'

calls to the Selective Service System by
a letter from my office to General
Hershey, in the first week of the second
preceding month, which meant,- of
course, that we should have sent the

letter to General Hershey on last Sat- .

urday or earlier for the month of
January.

Actually, - because- General] Whecler

_and I had not had an opportunity to

discuss this subject with the President,
because its size depended in part upon
dccisions we had not yet had an op-
portunity to make with respect to pos-
sible deployments to South Vietnam in
1967, we deferred that January call
until Monday in order that we .night
complete our du:cussmns with the Presi-
dent on Saturday,

We did so, and we transmitted the
Ietter to. General “Hersey ' on -Monday.

It was~for a call of 27,000 for the

-'month ofJanuary: That compa.res with .

it is not timely to at’

In tofal, they will add te Devenibs x
and January ah amount sufficient to

Q. What by deploy- Pring thc four-month total to about
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total for the four months of August,
September, October and November, of
about 162,000, a very substantial reduce
tion,

8. Soviet Capacify

Q. Mr. Seere
tion, i you piraze, on the
missile system. AL Surely,

Q. In lavman's lang , does this
mean that the Russians n(w. have the
capcity to kneck down American bal-
listic nissiles but we do not?

A. Certainly not. There is absolutely
no question about our capability of
penetrating  the Soviet defenses with
both our missiles and aireraft. There
has been no question abouf that at any

boaliint

i

- time during the past 15 years and there ;

" is no question about it now.

There was not any question about it
when they erccted the antiaircraft de-
fenses and intended to prevent our
bomber aircraft from penetrating. At
that time, we had a capability of assur-
ing bomber penetration. There is no
question about it mow when they: are

similarly trying to defend against inter-

continental ballistic missiles.
9. Manned Bombers

Q. Mr. Sceretary, in your summary

you did not mention manned bombers
and plans for next ycar's defense budget.
What are the plans?
A. No, we did not mention that be-
cause we did nof discuss that with the
" President this morning. I have just
received within 'the past two days or
~three days a report on this subject
from the Seccretary of the Air Force.
- 'We have not had an opportunity yet to
analyze it fully in my office and we did
not have that on.our agenda this morn-

ing. This meeting today, which as I say’

is the third with the President on-the
'subject of the fiscal. 1968 program, is
but one of several.

I am sure we will request an op- :

portunity to mecet on future occasions.
" Among the subjects we will discuss at
that time will, of course, be the pos-

" sibility of an advanced manned bomber. |
If there are no more questions, Gen-:

eral Wheeler will cominent upon South
Vietnan. ’

WHEELER STATEMENT

As the President mentioned, I dis-

cussed with him this morning the pro- -

gress of the war in South Vietnam. It
is interesting to note that it is just
about a year ago in a series of battles

in the Anbrang Valley ncar the Cam--

bodian border, Genera] Westmoreland's
troops, in this case the First Cavalry

Division, defeated, with substantial
. losses, the North Victnamese Army,
- 325th Infantry Division.

Sinee that time, the North Vietnamese

and the Vietcong have made a number
of efforts to seize the initiative from
Gencral Westmoreland's forces. When I
say his forces, I am speaking not only
of Americans, but also the Australians,
the New Zealanders, the Republic of
Korea forces and the Republic of Viet-
nam forces.. .

In & series of quite extensive battles,
Hastings, which took place near the
demilitarized zone starting in April,

Operation Prairie, which, again, took,

. place ‘and is taking place’ today, near
the demilitarized zone, the Third
Marines have managed to frustrate and
defeat an attempt at an invasion from

North Vietnam into South. Vietnam by-

the North Vietnamese Army forces.

« While we weré In ' Vietnam-a.. couple of ""

wecelks agb, we visited operations in the

“Armored Division, a ROK outflt and
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-our visit to Vietnam. I belicve that the

logisticians, the cngincers, the ordnance
types, the quartermasters, and so on,
arc perhaps the unsung heroes of this

. particular war.

I would recommend to any of you
who would like to check my words to
visit Cameron Bay, among other places.
In brief, then, I was able to report to

_ the President my satisfaction from a
military point of view as to-the progress .

of the war, I also told him something
that he, of course, saw for himself
during his visit to South Vietnam, and
that is the outstanding morale, the out-

standing dedication and determination .

of the American forces and their allies
of all ranks, from the commanders down
to the G.I's, in pursuing this particular
war.

I think that is all I have to say for-

mally, I will be glad fo fry to answer
any questions. .

10, Use of Gas

Q. General, according ‘to the news
reports today, the Vietcong have, I be-
leve, used nonlethal gas for the- first
time against our troops. Is there any

"special significance on that action ?

A, I don't know that this is truc. You

ing and when I checked with the comi-
mand center before I left, I received no
such report. If it is true, I would say it
represents a certain sophistication, addi-
tional sophistication, of their efforts in
rcspondmf" to our offensive agamst

‘ them,

‘Q. Thank you.
Request by Johnson

THE PRESIDENT: I will be glad to
take some questions. I would like to ask
the network people -or the broadcasting
people, if they want to originate some
back there in the back. Then I will
meet with all of you for extended visits,
such visits as you want.

11. Effect of Elections

Q. Mr. President, now that you have
had a chance to further evaluate ‘the
clection returns, how do you sce the
chances of keeping your Great Society
legislation going.in the Congress next
year?

A. T think it will. be more difficult
for any new legislation we might pro-
pose. I think it is very clear that a

House with 295 to 300 Democrats is,
more likely to approve Democratic rece

omendations than a House with 245 to

-+ 250.

While I dont think 1t “would make
any great difference in the Senate, you
do have a Senate that is reduced from
67 to 64.

I told Mr. Christian when he asked

. me yesterday about the election that I

thought we lost more scats in the Sen-
ate than we had anticipated.

Very frankly, I don’t like to. cver .

recommend that we lose any, but I had
anticipated a loss of not over one in
the Scnate, and we lost threc, although
only one was an mcumben\, Senator
Douglas.

The Oregon scat was a replacement
for Senator Neuberger. The Tennessce

.seat was a leplacement for "Senator

Bass, = - \
We thought -we would lose one, but

“'we lost three. It is pretty difficult .to

guess when they are voting -on 435
people in 50 states what the result will
be. But the number of losscsl in the

_white backlash in the clection,

. out —

what balance it, as it did in 1vébv wickh
we had an unprccedcntcd majority of
Damocrats, and in 1938 it swung back.

R
some of our friends lose, I can't think
a Prosident should be too unhappy after
he had had the. results that we have
had in 1963, 1964, 1965 and 1966, We
have had a reasonably good time to
make our recommendations and to get
most of them acted upon.

Tt may be pertinent to observe that
when I became President in 1963 we
had about 256 members of the House.
‘We will probably have five, six or seven
1ess now. We had a reasonably good pro-
gram, as you will remember, in 1963
and 1964.. .

T would ‘expect that we will have our
recommendations favorably acted upon

in most instances, where they are-de- ' by

serving,

I would like to point out one other
thing, that on most of the roll-calls
on. passage of what you would call
Great Society bills, we had a good
many members of the other party. I
expect, if our recommendations are

meritorious, that they will commanpd -
. support from some of them in the days

ahead. .
12, Backlash Vote

Q. Mr. President, on Sunday you made
an appeal for the voters to repudiate the
‘Could
you tell us to what extent you think

- the backlash did play a part in the

voting ?

A. That is a little bit difficult to ap-
praise, T don’t think I am rcally in a
position to be an authority on just what

- the result of my appeal was, or the ex-

pression of the voters in each of the
states.

I just don't have the answer to it.

I don't know.

I would say that you could look at
the states where you had some probleras
of that kind and sec the action talken.
without getting specific, I think it did

play some part, but I wouldn't say it

‘was the only factor at all,
There were & good many factors, if
you will look over the list, I think it is

.only fair to say that the substantial

réductions of Democratic Congressmen

- occurred in states where they had a

popular leader of the Republican party.

In Ohio, Governor Rhodes had a great
majority and has becn a very effective
leader of the Republican party, a very
popular ene and very cooperative with
our Administration and with me per-

sonally. He madce the iotion, "you will,

remember, on Vietnam at the Governors’
Conference, and things of that kind.
We lost five seats there because he

ran hundreds of thousands ahcad of h15 ’

opponent.
The same thing was true in California,
where we lost. I believe, three seats

because. Governor Reagan had a sub-

stantial majority in his election.
In Michigan, Governor Romney got

" almost 60 per cent of the votes,

What happened in the state this time

. was what happened in the nation when

the hcad of the ticket has a command-
ing lead. The other men on the ticket

sometimes benefit from it.

T am not commenting on the quality

"of ,the five Republicans clected, but I-

dofi't think they werc hurt by the fact
that Governor Romney had a ‘59 or 60
per cent vote..

So Reagan, Rhodes' and Romney ac-

count for-25 or 30 per cent of the.

total. .
Causes of Vacancies
In other instances you had vacancies

--and -you had men dying before their
election. You had men after they had
‘gotten their nomination not running it

things of that kind, one or two. -

) -
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now? Are you feceling weil? ’
A, Yes, I feel fine. I still have the
This would just ho a

ﬁooimgéﬁﬁ%&? Jook ot the last trane

script, we have a little huskiness in
the volce you may be able to observe
and a little pulling on the side, the
protrusion,

It is actually a pull on the inner wall
where the incision was made, It is like

. you have a little weight on your arm. In

carrying it around, it pulls on you, and
‘sometimes when you get up it bothcrs
you.

I have not been wcmring a back rest ¥

_for the last two or three dusys. It is a’

little more comfortable. T forgot to put™
it on. If'T had known you ware going to .
be here on this occasion this morning, I,

~would have dressed for it. But it is.-

more comfortable when you don't wcar,

14, New f[’rogmms

Q. In terms of your Great Socicty pros
gram, when the 90th Congress meets, do
you think you will have a ot of new

. programs or are you looking to the fU.-

ture with  plans of adding on and ex-
panding the programs that you have had
in the last couple of years?

A. We will have rccommendations in*

* our State of the Union Message that will

expand and enlarge some of the recom-"

mendations we have previously made.

Unquestionably, some of them will be,
new rccommendations. I think my princi- .

pal job right at the moment is to try to

find a way to fund the programs we
have authorized.

As I said to you in F edemcksburg the
other day, we have authorized some 40

new health and education programs. We - -

have quite a problem in fundmg that
many.

We will hot fund rhost of the progl‘ams
at the amount authorized beeause we
are very anxious to begin slowly and
carefully, and form the proper kind of

organization before we go the limit, as’! N '

already approved by the Congress. -

I would think that the recommenda~
tions this year will be less than the ones
of last year, as the oncs last ycar were
less than the ycar hefore. :

But-we will have ncw rccommcnda—
tion, We will be briefing the members
of Congress on them from time to time,

I hope to have a,chance to visit with
most of the ncw membes in the carly
days ¢f the scssion, certainly with Lhc
leadership of both parties.

I den't anticipate that we are going-

to have any great trouble. A 65 majority

in the House and 2 30 majority in the.
‘Senat: Is a rcasonable working majority,*

Asl told you, in six of the cight ycars
the Rapublians served, they had a minor--
ity in QJoth houses. The Speakers and a
the - organization and  committee -
chairnen.

So vhile I must be frank, I would have
liked o have seen every Democrat elect-
ed butwe only lost one incumhent in the ”
Senate I expect the Seante will get™

along wasonably well with 64 instead of . - .’

67.
I hom the House will be able to, 'We

lost tw¢ committee chairmen. *Ve will.

have a freshman Republican suc¢ceeding -
Judge Snith and a freshman Republtcan
succeedingy Mr, Cooley.

But I belieye with 250 members,
Speaker NcCormack, Mr. Albert and Mr.,;

. Boggs wil be able to get adequate and

fair consiéeration for the President’s rece:
ommendaions. o
I think:hey will be duly acted upon, e

. s

15, Move Into Delta :

Q. Mr, President, this is not a mxhtaxy
question. Would . you comment on the !
reports tiat American forces may move
into the delta? A, No. I don't have any-
thing to fpeculate on ahout when, what,
or wheresur forces might move.

Q. Thaik you, Mr. President.

w
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