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FOR THE PRESS: ' ' Decsmbor 6, 1966

AV

Secretary of Defense Robort 8, MeNssnara today made the i‘olluwmg

.' i

gtatement afb the ILBT Ranah:

~;~,x-‘,_.,-' % T oan s wAn e
-

ient and I have Deen discussing general nuclear war
- United States, 1Le objectives of those {orces and the latest i.ui:c«;-,
lHgence esthmates on the intercontinensa) balilstic missile forces of {he
Soeiet Union,

Our objactives for our strategic nuciear forces are. unchangad:

. Lot

L. To deter a delibevate nuclear attack upon the United Statds and ILe.»f
anlies by maintzining & clear and convineing capability to inflict unacceptable
Aamage on an d{im}er, even if that attecker wele to stnke first, and =

Z, Tolimil damage o our population and industry if such a war should
COme, _ :

The deterrent povtion &f our Powern is called our ' assurad du\truc‘ciO“”
Lo anc‘; the offensive and defensive measures which would reduce 1he
woelgint of an enemy alttack a re L.,c.x”t:*d ”C.lckn“)dgl? Limviting' forces,

Nationa) irde JJ gence asumﬂeq are one of several f factors examined
a8 we dotermine the type and mix of our stra ategic f m'ceb.

rny ennual posture statement to Congress Mat February, I emiphasived
that our estimates of Soviet alrength in the years immediately ahea,u wele
much more certain thau o lcmg range estimatos, Specifically, I said:

Ui order 1o ascesm fhe CF][JF)hl}’kflr‘E» of our general nuclear war forces
Ower e nexl several years, wo must take iato account the size and cha.racw:'
o the lorced the Soviets are Likely to have dur ing the same period,” lmu e
sonably high confidence in our astimates for the near future, our .
metes for the latter part of this decads and tle aarly part of the next ate ’
ject o great uncartainties, Ag pointed ot in pawt appearancesd bafolie
Co M".‘.THHW: guch projections are, at best, only informed cmhma,ws. ”
lewiarly gince they ried with & period bevond production and deploynidnt
.-(i; 8 of the Weapon systems m"ulvvd

»(MOJ:\B.,) :
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Fwent on to point out that we had planned cur offensive forces of mis-
slles ard bombers to hedge against several contingencies, including pos«
sibilities that: ' '

Lo A Soviet halliefic raisaile defensa nugm be "greater thrm ef.p\,ctcca“
by the intelligence com:numiy. ' '

2, The Soviats might emabark upon any one of s sveral Pposs l.bl'; lmuau ‘
um. including variations in theiv targeting doctrine, variations in tho
tac m\ag,unl, sophigtication of thelr syetems and variations in the speed
of thelr production of both unprotacted m:tss:ﬂe&- and missiles in havd silos,

[ told Cdngres s that; "We had given special attention this year to an
analysis of Soviet thrests over andabove those projected in the latest m’ml-
Mgence estimates, We have done 5o because i Assuled Destruction capas
bty is ‘the vital f‘uwl objective whilch must be met in full by our %rmcgic
nuclear forces under all forescoable s.irumwmnc'en and ragaruless of the
coste ox difficulties nvl,»lved a :

Iadded that after giving this special sttention to an anu.]vms of Famrw
thaeats beyond those projected in the intelligenceatimates, we had decided
to accelerate the development of the Poseidon Missile, to mowve ahead on
vew penetration aids and to produce and c’r:pxoy the Minuteman III

We have sald repeatedly in Jue past thm the United States }ms 3to 4
times ag ma,uy intercontinental ballistic misstles as the Soviet Union.

Th a‘\ is s(lll true today,
Our qhortnrmvre intelligence stimates of the size of the Soviet IOBM

rorce have been oxtre m;ly sccurate, Evidence indicates that the Sovav '
IGBM strength today is just what our intelligence people a' year ago had

predicted it would be,

¥e sleo believe that the 1965 mtu.}llbvmo evtsmutc&s o" the IC‘ISM
force \“}nch fhe Boviet Union will have in mid-1967 will be decurate
Our latest information confivme those garlier estimates,
Adcmm:mlxy, we now have evidence iudicating that we werae wise to
pian our own [CRM progyam, on the a ssurmption that national int ellxguico
eslimates for the future might be low and ihd,t, desplte the lack of solid
proof earlier, the Soviets might decide to 6 gfep up ihe pace of L’nmz‘ owrn
program bayond their past promrmm,nt ratay,

{(MORRE)

.
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This appears to be ho,ppumng,. Evidence now suggests that the Soviets
inomid-1968 will have move ICBM's than we pwdxc»«ad for that time period
by mtelh cence estimates in 1965, But we had morve than anticipated this
development in owy planning, This new intelligence estimate, therelore,
has no basic impact on our offensive stuategic forcée reguivements,

& 16 vitel that these three major points ave clearly understood by the
American public:

1, Even if the new intelligence estimate for miid~1968 proves accunate,
the United.States, without taking any actions beyond those already planned,
will continue to have a Subatauual guantitative and qualitative superiority
aver the Soviet Unionin ICBM's at that tinae,

4Ze The Unifed States h;‘s a many ICBM!s today ag the 1aLust natianal ©
infelligence estimate glves the Soviet Union several years hew‘e.

%, Our strategic offcnsive {orces have today and will continue to have
in the future the capability of a.bsm*bm;, a deliberate fivst strike and retali-
ating with sufficient strength to inflict unaceeptable damage upon the
aggressor or any combination of aggressors, -

(]

END
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