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By REDRICK smrry

Spectal to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, Jan. 14—Ag

the aircraft carrier  America

steamed through the Mediter-
ranean  southeast of Crete

'last Summer, a Navy officer

’ Squinted in the sun as he ex-
plained the political impact
of the United States Sixth Fleet
in the Middle East.

“Anybody who makes a
move on the rim of the Medi-
terranean has to figure on us,”
he said. “We ryn interference
for the State Department,”
Gesturing toward Tows of white
Navy F-4 Phantom fighter-
bombers lashed to the gently
rolling flight deck, he added:
“With those We can hit any-
thing in thig area in a matter
of minutes.”

It was common last summer
for Westerners to assert that
the Soviet Union had suffered
a severe setback and loss of
Prestige as a resylt of Israels
quick and convincing victory
over the Arab armjes that Mos-
cow had €quipped, traineq and
Dpolitically Supported,

That point is no longer em-

Continued on Page 14, Column 1
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