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Memorandum of Conversation

DATE: November 17, 1964

Early aftern
SUBJECT: Chinese Commumists Arrested by ¥ oon

Governwent of Brazil

PARTICIPANTS: Carlos Lacerda - Covernor of State of Guanabara, Brazil
Assistant Secretary Thomas C. Mann, ARA
Mr., John O'Rourke, Editor, Washington Daily News
Mr. Ben Meyer, AP,

COPIES TO: ¢ - Ambassador Thompson W.H, ~ Mr. Bund
FE - Mr. Bundy soxia  cia -
L - Mr., Webmeyer AmFmbassy, Rio de Janeis
ARA/LA/BR - Mr, Burton ARA - 2
ARA/CCA - Mr, Crimmins
ARA « Mr, Adams

Carlos Lacerda said to me, in the presence of John 0'Rourke
and Ben Meyer at the Brazilian Fmbassy, that he had an idea to
advance vhich was not of course necessarily the idea of the
Brazilian Govermment. It was:

Of the eleven Chinese Commmmists arrested by the
Govermment of Brazil there was encugh evidence against two to
obtain a conviction on a preliminary hearing. ZLacerda said
thst he thought it would be good for Brazil and for the Free
World if these eleven prisoners would be exchanged for British
and American prisoners of the Chinese Commumiets. He had
talked with someone In Brazil and understood that the British
had a minister or priest and one other national in Chinese
Communists hands, He understood there were several Americans.
1 said that Y thought this would be an excellent ideas and
would inform wmy colleagues of his suggestion,

Later Governor lacerda, accompanied by Ambassador
Magalhdes, called on we in the office during the same day and
in the course of the couversation the Governor said that the
Ambassador had agreed to recommend this proposal to his
government in Rio,
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