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A seccurily silence imposed
by the lale President Kenne-
dy and continucd by his suc-
cessor created a regretfable

 shortcoming for NBC's White

Paper re-examination Tues-

day night of the Bay of Pigs

fiasco. ,
It was an impressive mar-

-qhalm" of facts, figures and
{eslimony -- at least from.

é the Cuban

exile lenders
-— hut it ser-

Y

| ley and NBC's

T wwas

.lously needed

Revicw | some explana-
tions from

-~ 1.8, officials

who were involved.

This wasn't NBC's fault of
course. Narralor Chet Hunt-
State Départ-
ment  correspondent, Klie
Abel, - explained that these
‘officials  simply  were not
available for interview,

Allen Dulles, former CIA
chief was hcard fram, but it
not clear whether he
talked for the NBL special or
Iils statements were excerpt-
ed from news films shot 2t
the time of the 1961 crisis. In
any eveat,
government,

The program was Part I of
A Lwo-part series. The second
will be aired Feb, 9 and will
deal wilh the later Cuban
missile crisis.

The networls oumnally had
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faully communications,

Washington insisted on a”
caalition of Cuban leadership
then so little {rusted it that.
il. kept the leaders under
armed guard in an Opa-locka
heuse waile the invasion was |
in progiess.

Cubans were not consulted
nov permitted to take a hand -

CPYRGHT

- the Sunday following Dresis

he has left the

scheduled the first part for

dent Kennedy's funeral but

H LI THTATY Pldlinlilsg. e .
CIA ran the show. Some- .
where along the line both:
1ha Cuhan Jloaders and ‘rhp'

because of that tragedy, it
was postponed several Limes.

The Tucsday night segment
was titled “The Siory of a
Disastern” As the program
wended its way through the
official and unof{icial. cinak-
and-dagger business that
surrounded the hapless inva-
sion, that -title scemed to
border on’ the understate-
ment. ) : :

With nary a pecp permit-
ted from tho participants in
Washington, we got only a
second-hand version of Amer=
ican policy from thase Cuban
exilo chiefs — among them,
Antonlo do Varona, Raul
Chibas, Manuel Rey, Manuel
Artime — who were in Con-
tact with Washington.

Gathering from what they

had 1o say for NBC's cam- -

eras, the whole invasion proj-
cct was riddled ‘with mis-
understandings, mistrust and

'.,J.

.depended on how successnl

invasion hr lgddc got the im-
pression the invasion would i
have full-scale American sea ,}
and air support, As a matter;
of fact, a naval task force
was in the area. But Wash-
inglon officialdom strenuous- |
ly denicd it had assured su-
Jport,

In addition, there wis na,
uprising in Cuba to pace the
invasion.
{rom one Cuban leader wha
was with the underground
then was that an uprising

the invasion was going. In
any evenf, the uprising never -
got tho signal to go.

The invasion was the'worst
kepl secret in history. News |

{lie place. - Lol
It was a pamful catalogue .|

_of  blinders to listen to and |
"NBC ticked them off with. |ls documentcd * ocollection of -

um'elcmmg thoroughness.,

The implication

programn [leshed out-a histor"

ical narrative with films -
many of them
Cuba during the fighting by .
German and other necutralist *
photographers -- ‘of the key

Tevents and figures. The film

{ontage was intelligently

. selected and edited.

TMuntley explained '1.h".1t {his
Tart I of its two programs
was the story of “the failure

-of U.8. power.” Its second,
“part, on the missile crists,
Wil be the story of “the sucs
_cess of Amcrican power.”

Tuchay mghts progmm\
with the informational sour<v

v

shot inside :

es available — or not avaijla«*
of its planning leaked all over (hle to it — didn't. adid any,®

significant facts to Ynforma-"

!'tion already on rece;rd.

i

Rather, it was ran effective- -

an all too f«.mmar natlonal
Betweéen mtervxews, the | humiliatiny,
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