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1. |'record bears out this story): or that there is
nl; f'reliable testimony that ‘Oswald’ was often |
J. | scen in two placed at the same timc in the

o3 The Kennedy Mystery Reopened, '} imm it e Sarbtles (o
 CPYRGHT - ANDREW KOPKIND

opkin's fong and detailed article, in the |

urreat New York Review of Books, builds .
'p delicious, Hitchcockian plot of four con- |
pirators working to force a US démarche
gainst Cuba, Others, not surprisingly from |
mong the most. disaffected clements in the! -
ountry, would like to implicate everyone in’ !
uthority in a massive national conspiracy.
So far there is evidence for only modest, -
evisionism. But even so, if the Warren com-
issioners -are cxposed as merely hapless’
upes, other doubts about American history
ver the last (wo decades become more per-
nent. Was the Rosenberg case also a fraud? .

A [ .
[i-that a ‘double’ was being employed by puta. .
L - ‘
£ — : o r sly, the commission and mos§ iktbegan to explore such problems, they were
| i The Warren Commission consisted of seven i\~ More seriously, o i p 1€
! L i c : thel ! ff by Rankin and the commissioners..
! men, any onc of whom you would trust with of its stalf were deeply committed to | called off by Ranki th ioner
{your wrist-walch. Tn (almost impgrgcpliblc) [ i the work of one demented man-/lexist on scveral levels, Me Goodwin cannot
, descending order of unimpeachability, they » e o I belicve that Oswald was not the lonc assas-"]
! . P ( delusion of innocence:’ we are' esscptially af | '
,‘John J. McCloy, former High Cfon;‘m's\i',onfé | benevolent, generous, sincere,: straight-for-] {Jshoddy work patched up, *If we cannot deny g
“for Germany and President of the World ! - Hthis book,' Goodwin said in a feview last '
1: . , . |‘ence, guilelessness and eagcrncss,«Amcnc.ans . ! ' '
1 CIA; Scnators J"h"kShcrg“;{]- Fozpcrzu?:‘;;l | canniot conceive of themselves as conspira- :' ion must be reopcned if we ‘wish to ape.-
| ;publican) of Kentucky and Richar . roach the truth more closcly.” Epstein's .
1 T ouisiaha: ic | Mafia, the CIA and the FBI, dnd the tor.
"Hale Boggs of }‘?u;—‘ naga. f( h]f{-?cin;%mm: i tixrou;, if legaliscd, dealings of: politi¢ians).| : nission, but it also contains disquicting. ma-
; Whip, and Gerald Ford of Michigan, Y- : crial for an alternative theory of conspiracy. |
" the kind of list somcone’ might bury in a”{ nission took great pains to construct tei , :
e . o ! pain - , tident book, Whitewash, charges that the :
“time capsule at a world's fair, to show future .| theory- of .the assassination completely ir | ommission deliberately suppressed évidence, i
" | noble, wise, responsible and powerful in L pout Amcrica, When the general counsel
"7 |7America in that era, The seven had the task .3, Lee Rankin (a former member of ih
"o, hour after noon of 22" November 1963 in | tpa¢ Oswald might be an FBI informer, he}
§ Dallas, Texas. Whatcver elsc they might have | hresented a statement to the commission: |
"|; done, they botched thatjob., & ° - . - . 4 *We do have a dirly rumour-that js very bad
|} 3t is now almost two'years since the com-+" (for the commission . . . and it is very° damag- |
Ji lished its’ report "on “the “assassination of. | it must be wiped out .. . Not by examining
4 President Kennedy, and relcased 26 volumes its source (that wilness' was never callcd),
i which was raiscd from the very beginning : known archelype of the tuileless, benevo-|
f still remains: was Lee Harvey Oswald the .| 1o American, deny it all, The very peculiar |
‘very popular question to ask. 'RiChard‘?‘-.'f Oswald’s address book: = and was deleted}| The FBI's role then was every bit as curious
i’} Goodwin, one of President Kennedy's assis« i from the FBI's official:list of the book’s'con. || it is in the Oswaid business. Was the
<[ *‘demonologists, -charlatans ‘and  self-pro-.. “cumstances under' which (the) ‘haime, - et- IWar fraudulent? John McCloy and Allen:
+- |'moters’. Now, all of a sudden, the sceds of ‘ffeetera, appeared in Oswald's notebookiwerg | pulles had the same job in feeding the na-.
L . i . . . 1 1
- J'among “others,- finds :himsclf a questioner, . tha investigation was closed. Later, Mr Wat- ; t' the ‘dirty rumours’ in the assassinalion
!.,rf_ ralthough of ‘a’ more respectable category.” | ran toid .a. reporter that some facts of the Jifjvestigation and preventing ‘damage’ to
vised histories ‘of the assassination; there are lijicetime’, Tt is not diflicult to sce how a com- | |Already the Warfen Commission report’ *
-Jdemands from rather impressive ‘soucces that - "mission concerned about damage to the FBI |if beginning to be a political issue, Goodwin:
| . o i
- ||, The proximate causc of the fuss is a thin =" o EBr informers) would be inclined to treat | vernment-in:exile.' Others of like palitics
+ - ||book, called Inquest, by a young graduate - |uq;.q.» evidence * castally’ - .if it: were 'not -|ade worried about the flaws in the report. -
| ‘
'

tive conspirators), When junior staff members
only comforiable theory of the assassination] I~ Doubts about the Warren investigation'.
N . *hi i . | The most pervasive myth in America Is the|
| i were: Earl Warren, Chief Justice of the US; in,: but he would like the. commimas:
“Bank; Allen Dulics, former Dircctor of the ward folk whose crrors are those of inexperi- i ook’ Soodwin suld in o ¢ view It
|} {Demacrat) of Georeia; and Represcntatives | i s CIA and the FOT ad e ttack is mainly dirccted apainst the cone-"’,
"Republican Confercnce. Chairman. It was . Perhaps out of such dclu'si-o—ns,“tﬁé'com' arold Weisborg's diseursive mad emieadt’ |
‘gencrations who had embodied all that was . gceordance with its members' basic belicf
“of determining exactly what happened in the | Bisenhower administration), heard stories|-
|y mission, after a'10-month investigation, pub- - “ing to the-agencies that.are involved in it and
[ of testimony and exhibits. The ‘question | .. by letting M. J. Edgar Hoover, the well. ||
* Tonc assassin? For a long time it was not a - fact that the name of an £BT agent was In’
'tants, has dismisscd” the carly critics' as tents — was explained by Iloover: “The:cir-"|| fhole US position on the origins of the cold °
doubt “have ‘blossomed, and .Mr Goodwin, Hully known to the FBI So'much for that: | tfonal mythology then as they did by ‘wiping:
i
[Magazines and newspapers are full of res fassassination might never be known ‘in your '| shining images,
the investigation be reopened. : ltimage (the assumption being that there are Jig more or less;-a member of the Kennedy -
student, Edward Jay Epstein, In what began -determined to withhold it altogether. : though theré. is no"evidence that Robert

-i|as a master's thesis in political science, Ep- .. By its very composition the commission. {Kknnedy has yet' taken ‘any interest in the'
[[tein’s book shows the extent of the com«: fiyyacalmost cortain (o produce an inadequate fmplter, the continying doubts will certainly’
[mission’s  sloppiness, - prejudice and un- |yonort, The members all reached their rank ‘Jinfrease h'is"'distnn ¢’ from the Johnson ad-. -
[isdom. Not one member or staff assistant .| and slatus-in the US by closing doors, climi- _[mjnistration. The demand for a new ‘favestls .
|Jever read or heard all - the tcsl.nmonx:' (hc Jinating “daubtls, shoring up the American ion'mn_y”bccom'q' loud enough.to*aflect ‘
;feommiissioners were only sporadically in at-- -mythology. The commission had a political.. 1968 ¢lcetion’ carhpaign,* That hour - in.
 [tendance at hearings;-the five senior lawyers * ‘job to do, to establish one more or less . Uas’ may “yét. survive to haunt vus ‘ for
i3 Klrifted out of the investigation to return to ['plausible version of the assassination cvents erations’to coine/ U LT/ I B eirwtndin )
heir lucrative private practices: before the a5 an official ‘truth’. No maticr that the con- - NS et e
Teport was writtcn; one junior lawyer had .!.fiict in evidence about the bullet paths in the
fo assemble all the material on the actual President’s body has never been resolved; -
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hssassination; there wns political pressure to ;. that the case for a Jone assassin rests on me-é
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