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ADDRESS AT THE ONE HUNDRETH ANNUAL MEETING ;
OF THE GREATER PROVIDENCE YMCA j
MAY 14, 1953
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When Governor Séerman Adems, on behalf of Mr. Colt, told me of the

invitation to come to Providence, I answered that I was not in the speech-
making business. My job was to get Just as little publicity and as much
anonymity as possible. Also I reminded him that as Head of the Central
Intelligence Agency I keep entirely out of politics.

Governor Adems, who is doing a great job in Washington, is a very
persuasive man. He told me this was not a political occasion. It was a
chance, he said, to talk on a subject which he knew I had been studying,
namely, what was happening to the youth in the Soviet dominated areas of
the world and what the Communists were trying to do to youth, even in the
free countries.

50 I accepted your kind invitation and am glad to have this chance
of being with you on this significant anniversary in the work of the YMCA.

My son, & veteran of Korea, has often put this question to me, and
in various forms I have had the same kind of inguiry from mony others of
his generation. The question is this: Why is it that the Communists seem
to be so successful in getting the fanatical support of their youth behind
a cause we all know to be false? And why is it that in many of the coun-
tries of the frce West that same dynamic force scems to be lacking in the
younger gencration?

Note that I said, "seem to be successful." I do not accept the impli-
cation of the question. I rccognize that appearances justify it and I

concede that the answer is not an easy onec.
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Thelreason why the West appears to come off second best in this

comparison varies from country to ceuntry as we look at the Free World.
Take certain countries of Western Europe, forvexample.

It ig hard for us to appreciste the extent to which two world wars,
1914 and 1939, sapped the strength of Europe by decimating ite youth.

If at times wce feel that there is a lack of vigorous leadership in some
European countries, we must realize that the very best of European youth
perished in World War I, which_for countries like France, England, and
Italy was more costly in terms of casualties, than even World War II. It
is the men lost in Flanders Field and at Verdun who would be the political
leaders of Western Europe today if they had survived. Their loss in turn
hes affected the younger generation of today.

Then too in some of these Buropcan countries, and here Germany can
be added with particular force, and idea of another war is unbearable for
both the older and the younger generation. Many want to have nothing to
do with anything warlike, even preparation for defense.

Tn other countries morc remote from the immediate danger, although
they too are threatened by it, it ie hard, particulerly for the younger
gencration, to eppreclate the great peril of the moment. This is true to
gome extent in the United States, despitec the war in Korea.

Russia, and China too, suffered grievously in recent wars and yet
the young men there secm all too ready to sacrifice themselves for the
Statc and cven for new military adventures. How has this come about?

The Soviet leaders have somehow managed to capitalize on the dis-
illusionment of youth in the period between the World Wars and particu-

larly after World War II. They well understood the instinetive desire
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evote tnemselves, and even to sacrifice themselves,
cauge, particularly a cause that involves mass youthrmovements. Such
movements seem to have far morc appeal in the Slav countries and the
countries of Eastern Europe than, say, in Anglo Saxon countrics where
the feeling of individual responsibility 1s highly developed.

But even in the United States the strange ideology of Communism
seemed to have a surprising appeal to youth in the post-war, post-depres-
gion ers of the 30's - and to an extent that is not yet fully known.

Where youth is insecurc there is a tendsncy to Join mass movements,
to accept discipline and direetion. The Communist leadcrs have cleverly
traded on the desire of youth to be led.

* ¥ %

In the Cormmunist world there is a carefully worked out system of
youth indoctrination which molds many of them into being slaves of the
system. Unfortunately their fanatlcism -- evidenced, for cxample,
emong many of the Communists we hold as prisoners of war in Korea -- is
not less dangerous because it is synthetically created.

The Soviet policy toward youth is clearly illustrated by the pattern
of youth organizations which has been established not only in the Soviet
Union but also in every country which has come under Communist rule. In
the Soviet Union there is a successlon of youth organizations. Non-Com-
munist youth organizations have long since becen dlsbanded and most of
their members forced into the common mold.

The Communist youth organizations are mass organizations. Membership
for most is automatic at the outset with successive steps of weeding out’

as the young people grow up. Children -- both boys and girls -- are taken
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inté the Octobrigts before they are eight. At 10 or 11 they "graduate”
into the Young Pioneers (of whom there are some 13,000,000) which keeps
them until they are 14 - 16. The next step is into the Komsomol, the
elite youth organization of some 9,000,000 from whom eventual party
membershlp 1s drawn.

At overy stage the emphasis is on discipline and Communist principle,

even for the youngest for whom a favorite puppet show is "Big Ivan.”

Big Ivan is a huge blind peasant who stands for the Russian people oppressed

by little men labcled Czar, Generel, Priest, and Kulak. An owl finelly
cures Ivan's blindness. In the end Ivan kills his tormentors and destroys
their palaces and chvrches. |

As the final result of this indoctrination of youth the Communist
Party attempts to draw upon a thoroughly disciplined and fanatically
dedicated Komsomol for its own merbership

The over-all youth program is closcly coordinated with thé educa-
tional system, the sports programs and the military demands upon the youth.
Even the careers of Soviet youths arc rigidly controlled and entry into
the restricted categories of technician or specialist is limited to those
with a good youth rccord. Membership in the Komsomol generally deter-
mines sdmission of students to universities, and without the approval of
the youth organizetion, it is not possible to enter into a profession.
Often even a young man's callirg is chosen for him.

In reality the young people in the Soviet Union have little freedom
of choice. Taken at an impressionsble age, they hear only one doctrine.
They are taught the infallibility of their leadership and their press.

Is it strange that so many of them come to believe only in the Soviet
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ideal? Particularly since they are largely deprived of the religious

influence which might serve as an antidote for.Communist materialism?

- Not all of the Soviet youth, by any means, are conscious that they
are the victims of coercion in thelr regimented organizations. On the
contrary, knowing no other sorts of youth activities most of them have
come to consider it a privilege to be included in those that are available,
-~ the more so because of the tangible rewards for the future held out to the
Komsomol youth and the party member. It is this apparent enthusiasm, in
the absence of conscious choice, that meakes Communist fanaticism the more
dangerous.

* X *

The systems that prevail in the Buropean satellites do not differ
substantlially from those in the Soviet Union itself. The Communist
program seems to achieve a high degree of success among the children in
the six to fourteen age group, but in the older group, say between 14 and
25, there is a large degree of apathy to Communist indoctrination. In
countries such as Poland and Czechoslovekia the older age group still
remenbers the days of freedom, and ipdoctrination of the children there
is not easy.

In fact, some youth revolt from it, particularly resenting the
gystem of espionage and denunciation that pervades 1life in the European
satellites of the Soviet. The bold Polish MIG-15 pilot, Lt. Franciszek
Jarecki, who recently defected to Demmark 1s an example of this. In a

statement that he made a few deys ago he said this:

-5 -
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"I had determined to get out of Poland long before I was able to

fly a MIG, because life under Communism sickened me. Nobody paid me to
escape. For years, even after I joined the air force, I didn't have a
single real friend. I didn't want the kind of friend who would be spying
on me, as I myself had been asked to spy on others. ¥#¥¥"

"eg, sir," he goes on to say, "we are all fed up with the never
ending lies and idolizing of the Soviets and I can assure you if there
was only a little more chance a huge majority of the Polish flyers would
escape to the West."

The snti-religious theme, of course, is particularly stressed in
youth training. For example in Estonia the Central Committee of the
Komsomol recently circulated a pamphlet entitled "The Ten Commandments
of Communism" to combat religious resistance to regimentation:

1. Ngver forget that the clergy are the greatest
enemies of the Communist state.
2. Try to convert your friends to Communism.
3. Advise your friends to avoid clergymen and Christians.
4. Bewarc of spics! Denounce saboteurs!
5. Distribute atheistic literature among the populatiocn.
6. A good Komsomol youth is a fighter for the cause of
atheism.
7. Fight the rcligious element wherever you can prevent
its influence on your comradc.
8. A good godless youth st also be a good policeman.
9. The godless movenent grows also by means of monetary
contriputions.
10. If you arc not a convinced adherent of the godless

movement, you cannot be a good Communist and Soviet citizen.
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The prominence given to news on youth organizations in the Communist
press shows how seriously youth ind&ctrination is teken. Yet in some of
the satellites it is interesting to note that the Communists have had to
edmit partial failure as a resulf of over-zecalousness. They have had to
cut back the doses of Marxism that ere administered and substitute more
emphasis on mass sport programs, generally with a militaristic background,
including flying and gliding exerciescs, parachute training, and the like.

Just the other doy, on April 2Lth, the Communist Czech Government
ordered s sharp reduction in certain of the politicai education activities.
The 5,000 young pcople a month that have Joined the flight from East
Germany to Berlin is evidence of the continuing distaste with which young
Germans are reacting to the Communist indoctrination they are receiving.
In March of this year 10% of those fleeing to Western Berlin were in the
age group 14 -25; in April this figure had risen to 15%.

In China the Communists had penctrated the student movement long
before they came into power. Skilled agitators, on thc basis of experi-
ence gained in the 20's, laid the groundwork during the long war with
Japan. Upon this foundation the Communists were able to erect a student
movement which materially helped them to nationsl power. This movement,
known as the All-China Student Federation, was fully orgenized by March,
1949, six months before the Communist regime formaelly proclaimed its
takeover of the Chinese government. The strength of the Federation hae
ellowed it to reach sbrosd ond spark the penetration of Southeast Asia
student movements, playing upon the deep-scated connection which links

overseas Chinese with the land of their fathers.
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Alongside t?e student mcvemen{fthe Chinese Communists have created
other youth groués, very similar to those in the Soviet Union, with the
Young Pioneers gathering in thé children of 8 to 15 years and thc all-
erbracing New Democratic Youth Corps taking the older ones. Here, as in
the Soviet Union and in the European Satellites, the emphasis is upon
iron discipline, and, of course, camplete devotion tou the regime.

* % ¥
Side-by gide with the youth organizations within the Soviet Union

end other Communist countrics, there have been developed, "for external

vse only," international front organizations for youth and students.
Their purposc is to influence the youth of the frcé world and to impress
them with a picture of strength and solidarity among Communist youth.
Two of the most important of these front organizations are The World
Federation of Demoeratic Youth and the International Union of Students.
These two organizations arc the vehicles of Soviet youth policy out-
side of the arcag controlled by the Communist governmcnts. Those who are
responsible for Comunist youth policy on both sides of the Iron Curtain
arc not troubled by the?dcemands of consistency. This is shown in the
atark contrast in attitudes toward militery scrvice. Behind the Iron
Curtein the youth organizations work constantly to integrate their merbers
into the military system of the Comrmunist countries. For exesiple, sthe
Hungarian youth organization iésued o statement to its members on the
7th of Moy 1952 telling them that their primary task was mental and phy-
sical preparation for defense. On almost the samc day The World Federa-

tion of Democratic Youth, whose hesdquarters arc in Budapest, issued a

call to ell youth in the Western World to join in a conferencc which it

labeled "Por the Defense of the Rights of Youth."
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This Congress, according to its Budapest headquarters, promoted the

idea that youth should be allowed to exercisc its inaiienable rights to
continue education unhampered by any demand for armsdvservice and that
youth should demand that armemcnt expenditures be reduced and that the
money saved should be given towards scholarships. This appcal to paci-
fism and cxhortation to refuse militery service was, of course, limited to

the youth of Western countrics.

For youth in arcas like the Middle East, Southeast Asia and the
free Far East, the Communists advocate still enother course. In those
areas Communist international front organizations have called on youth
to "fight for peace with weapons in their hands." The Communist youth
organizations have been training their merbers in Southeast Asia in guer-
rille tactics: aud in the use of arms to participate in uprisings against
constituted governments of the ares.

At lerge Communilst youth festivals, such as the 1951 raelly in Berlin,
the delegates from the Communist guerrilla'forces of Greece, Malaye, North
Koreq and Viet Nam src always given the most honored place and their
active rebellion against non-Communist govermments was held up as the
finest examplc of youth activity.

On the day that the new Japancse treaty went into effect, the Commu-
nists started a bloody riot against foreign military forces in Japan. The
hard core of Communists who incited the riot were students from Japanesc
universitics. They shoubted slogans against American military forces
stationed in Japen and demanded an end to U. S. military installations in
that country. At the very same tirme the Communilst youth organizations in
East Germany were glorlfying the Soviet military forces stationed in their

country.
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rom all this it is cleaf that the Soviets 1ntend that youth organi-
zations be used not for the development of its indlvidual members but for
the furtherance of Soviet foreign policy, whatever that policy may be in a
particular area. In the Communist areas, that policy calls for youth to
participate in military training, in Western Europe the poiicy demands
that youth be pacifists, and in the East that youth participate in active
rebellion and ssbotage.

At given times the men who control the Communist youth apparatus
stage special events to show their povwer and to attempt to frighten the
West by parading samples of the millions of young people whom they can
get to dance to their tune. The World Federation of Democratic Youth,
which claims 78,000,000 members throughout the world, and The Inter-
national Union of Students, which claims 5,000,000 student members, to-
gether sponsored & series of mass demonstrations in Berlin in August of
1951 which were truly frightening by their size alone. These Berlin
demonstrations were labeled by their sponsors "A Youth Festival for Peace.”
They could more accurately be described as a threat to the free govern-
ment in Western Germany.

This political demonstration in East Germany was probably the most
expensive youth rally of our time. Over a million Germen youths were
transported to Berlin in Bcores of railwaey trains and every other means
of conveyance to demonstrate "loyalty" to Communism end the Soviet Union.
They were joined in military type parades, shouting slogasns, by over
25,000 foreign youths who were brought to Berlin from all corners of the
world, without charge to themselves. The entire bill was footed by the
Communist governments of Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union. The cost

must have been tens of millions of dollars. During the two weeks that
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the rally lasted there was not a single business meeting or public dis-
cussion in which any of the youth &élegates could participate. There werc
many speeches, but always by the lééders of the Communist youth orgeniza-
tions, not by the youth delegates.

But even this Berlin spectacle had its kickback for the Soviet Union,
thanks to our able High Comiissioner, Mr. John J. McCloy. Almost a million
of the Communist youth visited the Free Western Sector of Berlin in direct
violation of orders. Probably they went there to Jeer, but they stayed
to wonder. Many of them wanted to stay permancently. They were shown the
sights of the free city of Western Berlin. The most impressive sight
they saw was the American High Commissioncr himself who sat down with
large groups of these students, heard their problems and answered their
questions candidly and fully. Word of this spread throughout the entire
youth festival and was an impressive contrast to Communist techniques of
pexmitting no free discussion of youth problcems at the Rally.

The latest Communist youth rallies in arcas exposed to the outside
world, such as Berlin and Vicnna, heve been less and less successful, and
the Communists have become alerted to the danger of exposing their in-
doctrinated youth to an alternative way of life. Recently they staged
& so-called world-wide youth conference in the Russian sector of Vienna
under the high sounding title of Conference on the Defense of the Rights
of Youth. To hide the Communist character of the sponsorship of this
conference, many non-Cimmunist organizations were invited, cven the intor-
national YMCA. The meeting was largely a failure.

This summer behind the Iron Curtein these Communist front groups
are staging four more meammoth conferences, one of which is called the
Fourth World Youth Fegtival for Peace. A letter written by an East German
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to a friend in the United States whiﬁé he was temporarily in West Germany

E

i

- throws a somewhat sinister light on fhat the Soviet mean by stressing
peace in thelr youth organizations. {"The tecn-agers,' this German boy
writes, "are given preliminary training by the association for sport and
techniques, including glider flying,‘shooting, and other service preparéa-
tory to entering the Army, Navy, or Air Force."

Everywhere throughout the Soviet orbit the propaganda word is peace,
but the preparation is for war.

It is well, it seems to ne, tha£ we should understand what communism
is doing to youth. Dangerous as it is we should not conelude that there
is no answer. All Communist youth is not convinced or fanatical. Youth
in the Soviet.Uni?n, despite appearances, is, over-all, possibly less
fanatical than in some of the countrics where Communism is newer. Some
Soviet youth.have scen the disillusiénment of their parents who them-
selves had gone through Communist yoﬁth training. Youth in the Satellites
and in China have not scen this.

The Communist masters of the yoﬁth program have learned one lesson
we should take to heart. In dcaling;with youth they have seen the use-
fulness of discipline, coupled with éerious attention to the individual
members of the organization. They usc this as a means of achleving high
morale and obedience. Discipline, if applicd on sound principles, can
help create morale based on pride in a common experience. In some
instances the more severe the discip}ine the higher the Communist morale.
Somctimes it is more effective to de%and severcly of people than to promise

them too much and to cater to their wishes.
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The moral of this, as I see it, is that wec Americans are apt to
underrabe the importance in youth ﬁraining of organizational principles.
For this rcason we tend to attribuﬁe Soviet successes too much to ideolo-
glcal training and too little to the fact thab they have studied carefully
and applied consistently the basic principles of humsn organization and

discipline.

It is greal organizations like the Y.M.7.A., which can help to instill

the proper principles of discipline and at the same timc protect the freedom

of the individual.

Firelly it is important that we should appreciate that the youth of
the non-Communist world are looking more and more to American youth for
inspiration and guidance. The Y.M.C.A,, with its ties with youth groups
throughout the world, has a unique opportunity to Jjoin with the youth
of the Free World and to lend morai and other support. This is particu-

iarly true in the Middle East and Asia, which have only recently gained

their independence, and where the youth are looking for somc guiding

inspiration.

If we do not take this opportunity, many of the world's youth may,

by default, siip under the influence of thosc sinister Communist front

groups, whosc mission, under the guise of peace, is preparation for further

conguest.
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