OKLAHOMA CITY OKLAHOMAN MARCH 18, 195L PTIRNRCEY.
Approved F”Bﬂiﬁ‘sﬁﬁo 0/05/24,: CIA-RDP70-00058R000100090040-7

elligence, Jnc.
WASHINGTON 1, D. C.

OKLAHOMA CITY
OKLAHOMAN

Circ: m. 151,320
S. 257,150

_Front Edit .~ Other
Page Page . Page

Date: MAR 18 1954

* Secrecy in the Wrong Place ™
~COME American scientists have. suggested
= %3 that the Russians could have obtaige
- a7 the information they needed about
< theory of atomic wev wns without gom
. ting a single act of espionage in thisébuﬁjc ;
§, W the view of these scientists thel %gssm.ﬁ
&01ild have acquired all the essentiagl the reti-,
sl information simply by keeping upgwith | CPYRGHT
‘hat the government was I‘eleasingpfﬁ‘c"légy ‘
“Fon the subject or by reading the fechilicad |
“Hournals. : : & ekt
¥ This is a matter that ellcited a IjecequéX# i
%predsion of concern from Allen W, Dulles,
head of the Central Infellizence a:gEncyz;‘He
- said he would give a great deal 10 be {gble
2to learry as much about the Soviet upiog as
the Sgviet union “can learn from us By
. merely reading the press.” AT
{," Searcely were the words out of hig mouth
" Pefore a detailed catalog of Amerjg; r:?fea-'
".pons in production or scheduled for produc-
tion turned up in Washington withgut any }
kind of secrecy label. Possibly the Russiaps
. already were familiar with the: con?feptsfpf
that catalog, but the incident did ungderseore |
what Dulles Kad been talking abouf, - "% |
- ‘It does seem a little strange that nforma- |
tion should circulate so freely in tl’gsgisyj’tal
. areas -whereas utmost secrecy pr vAils in
other areas of government where the;,;p_eol)le
. have every right to expect enlightenn "t;'
w L AR
¥ QIGMA DELTA CHI, professional Jourpal-
WD istic fraternity, has pointed 0 & ,sp‘géad- !
; ing tendency in government to miaththin].
“ sectecy in matters not involvifig ‘ngfiopall.
security but vitdlly affecting the taxpayers,
it recalls that in 1953 congreskional gom-
‘mitfees held 1,357 star chamber meefings
frofn which both press and public wére
barted. This was 44 percent of the 3,105
congressional committee meetings ‘held that
; year. ‘ ’
_ Considered at these secret meétings were
. sucl. subjects of legitimate con‘cerrg;;tb‘, the]
‘ people as appropriations, expe_ndxtureé’, taxjes' N
- drouth relief, {foreign aid, disposal of surplug?
fafi‘h products, waste in government, taijiffs }
- p%ﬂic bousing and immigration. 7 % - ;
“Cartainly representative goveppment dan'{

tion at its best when the res §t of puby’
E n
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Lig opinion is missing in the legifftive prof :
c%ss. But public opinion can’t ..
vcuum. L

- Equally disturbing is evidence Jthat thi
*tendency in the federal governmétt is prd]
viding gn example for similar secrecy at thq °
Jower levels of gdvernment. ‘

¥ V@T the' country needs obvioygi#.is lesd’

wSegeety in matters properly 1B ncerT
wﬁ%j;andaless laxity in matters mvely

gamional security. T 0~ M
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