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By H. R. TREVOR-ROPER
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enemies,

s. THE putschs
And the Nazi

Jnearly was.

thousands of other

belonged to it.

the resistance.
overemphasized
and its unpracticality, Its

was in sight.
and.

utterances, reduced
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dissolved the’ tém
porary “Holidarity of his’ Ggrmn ‘

scared, shaken, but still securp
in  power, ‘wredked upon thel
adversaries a hprrible revengq.
“The family of Count Stauffer
berg,” Himmler said, “will
wiped out, Toot"arid branch.”
So were severgl
' victings|
|whom sometimes only name dr
fame connected with July 20.
How serious was the Germ:
resistance? After the war t
many men pretended. to ha
Impatient
these claimg; we have somp-
times “beert tempted to restrift
the credit to too few—-thus epy
dorsing Hitler’s own stateme 1

tives have ‘been impugned,
" it achieved nothing until def

Its virtue has been magnif
by those who look only at

those who look only at its
sults, In fact it was of cou

a very mixed movement, com-
pounded of inevitable human
‘| weaknesses, ineyitable political
quandarie§. -On one Wwing there
were Nazi adventurers, whom it
repudiated; on the other, Com-
munist spies, who betrayed it.
But its nucleus was a group of
brave fen with high principles.
They had many differences,
neturally - enough: differences
of temperament, of politics, of
religion. But they were united
by a common faith in the dig-
nity of man which they sought
to reassert against a bestial
tyranny, even though that tyr-
anny could exploit convention-
al patriotism and the routine of
obedience.
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HEY were an élite, It is not
an offense in an élite to be few;
it is of its nature., Between
[| July, 1944, and April, 1945, Hit-
i1~ ler sought to exterminate the
élite of Germany. After that,
he thought, the mindless masses
would be easy to govern.

Constantine FitzGibbon's book
is an account of.thig revolt of
the German élite against the
tyranny which Hitler had based
upon the German masses. It is
an excellent book and includes
much evidence which has been
published in Germany since
¢ R Allen W. Dulles published his
q @orief, but still excellent, “Ger-
many’s Underground” in 1947,
Mr. FitzGibbon admits’ the va-
riety of the German opposition.
He admits its numerous weak-

that the plot was the work { nesses, But he never forgets
“g very small clique of am i the central fact: the positive
tious officers, devold of ¢ idealism in which superficial
science and at the same tifhq differences were sunk. Any
criminally  stupid.” Ideali movement of individuals against
have overestimated the unity an established system is liable

to armchair misconstruction.
Those who grapple with evil
must take the risk of appear-
ing with soiled hands. Those
who refuse to touch it must
take the risk of appearing in-
effective. The essential thing is
the motive spirit. Above all, the
author wishes to stress the fact
_  that this was not (as Hitler pre-

tended) a ‘“palace revolution,

Mr. Trevor-Roper is the
thor of “The Last Days of
- ler” and other studies of
many in World War II.

carried out by a clique * * *
. interested in preserving the
i}. German Army against the next
war. I hope that I may succeed
i i that ghostly fiction.”

. ers—is admirable. And he does|

.a whole, but they did this a

“new, who seek to -revive

Understanding this, Mr. Fitz-].
Gibbon is able to be fair to ail
parties and to their difficulties.|.
His analysis, for instance, of].
the difficulties of the officers|-
in the face of their military]:
oath—a real difficulty often
overlooked by non-German writ-

justice at last to the real geniu
of the opposition, at, once. the
spirit, the brain, and the hand
of it — Stauffenberg himself]
whose stature emerges evey
greater as one studies that

small but devoted body, thg
German resistance.
“Truth is a paradox,” writed

Mr. FitzGibbon. “In this cen
tury it is paradoxical, indeed
almost unknown, for a man tq
act politically with neither doc
trine nor party but only hi
conscience hehind him, Th
conspirators of July 20 adlted
for their nation, for Eurdpe a

et

men, not as the representativ
of some great intellectual theor
or inhuman machine. ~The
acted because they knew th
as decent, God-fearing me
they had no chéice. ‘It mu
be done,’ said Stauffenberg,
‘colte que cotte””

JULY 20 was a Dplot thigt
failed. Why should we study iy?
someone will ask. Was it not
mere flash in the pan? 'The ag-
swer ig that it was not. It wgs
a flash of that spirit which ogr
modern tyrannies seek to sti
the spirit of man refusing to be

submerged in a soulless syp-

tem. For this reason the Gof- -
ernment of Dr. Adenauer

legend of the ‘stab .in
back,” and by Communists,
denounce them (like the equpl-
ly heroic leaders of the W
saw rising) as ‘reactiona :
“feudal”’ aristocrats, ~For the
same reason Mr. FitzGibbop's
book deserves to be read. Fpr-
tunately it is not.only scholafly
and sensible: it is also very
readable. ‘
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Keitel, Goering, Hitler and Bormann shortly after the bomb demolished the map roam (right} at Hitler's headquartess, July 20, 1944, .
’ . Pholographs from 20 July.” !
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