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Army Reports Fo_rmer
| Castro Aide Trapped
With  Guerrillas

-~

Official Army dispatches
claimed tonight that Ernesto
Che Guevara, reputed niaster-
mind of Latin America’s Com-
munist guerrillas, was killed in
a clash in southeast Bolivia
yesterday. But the high com-
mand declined immediate con-
firmation of the reports.
Guevara has been reported
killed or captured before. Once
Cuban "Prime Minister Fidel!
iCastro’s right-hand man, his
i{ate has been a mystery since.
-he vanished from Cuba in April,
1965. A hunt was intensified for
him in Bolivia récently and the
Army said it believed he and a

¢ Col. Joaquin Zenteno Anaya,
commander of the 8th Army,
said earlier in the day that
Guevara was one of the guerril-
ilas killed in the clash at Higue-
‘ras, about 400 miles southeast
:of La Paz. .
: Newsnten Invited
i The"Army’s chief of staff, Col.
;Marcos Vasquez Sempertegui,
1said, *‘official reports from Val-
legrande affirm Guevara was
killed and that his body is now
with the Bolivian Army.”

But he emphasized that the!

confirm the reports
present. |
The Army nevertheless invit-

for the

Viillegrande, near Higueras. The
invitation led to spéculation that
the high command wanted to
display a body reputed to he}
Guevara's and was withholding|
any announcement of his death|
until then. |
Procceding Cantiously {

¢ It was believed that the high!
«command was also proceeding]
-cautiously because of problems
iin identifying the slain guerril-
;ia’s body as being positively]
{

- <thatof Guevara, | - .
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At a meeting of the Organiz-
ation of American States in
Washington last month, Bolivian.
diplomats showed photograpns.
‘which they claimed proved that
Guevara was heading the guer-
rillas in Bolivia, The photo-
graphs showed a man resem-
Liing Guevara with Bolivian and
Cuban guerrillas.

-iwhich reported that “operations

day was near Vallegrande,
about 300 miles ‘southeast of La
Paz. The communique put the
scene at 4 miles northwest of-
the nearby town of Higueras.

The Army suffered four killed,
and four wounded in the fig-i
hting, said the conimunique,

Renort Denied :

was dead, wounded or captured.!

An Army conununigue issued in!:

I Paz reported ‘a fight be-
tween soldiers and guerrillas in
the mountains and added: “The
rebels put up desperate resis.,
tance and suffered five casual.!
Aeg, among them being presu-!
Imably Ernesto Che Guevara.”

vara was mortally wounded and
talked to his captors before he
died. - B -
Argentine-born, Guevara, 29,!
was said to have been killed in;
the leftist revolt in the Domini-{
can Republic in 1965.

tured in Peru. Another report

tina. After. the Bolivian Army!
got what it was convinced was!

high command did not want tolievidence he was leading a guer-|
‘rilla movement in Bolivia, iti]

‘had to deny a report September
126 that he had been killed.
+The_area:of the clash yester-

' continue in the Higueras zone.”
Reports earlier todsy said hei]

Snme military sources said Gue- i}

Later he was reported cap-

Press reports from Valle-
‘grande’ said the’ fighting had|
‘begun at about 1 P.M. and
raged for about five or six
“hours. These accounts said that
Awo  of "the guerrillas ‘were
:wounded and if Guevara was
not killed, he might be one of
+the wounded. '
Two-Weck Search

The Bolivian Army has been:

-

(pressing a search for Guevara

near Vallegrande for two
weeks, convinced that if he
were killed or captured the
guerrilla movement, would col-
lapse, The guerrillas began ac-

: o ; ijlive operations in Bolivia seven
said he was hiding out in Ar gen=11 onths ago.’ _

Guevara was beliéved sighted
in the Vallegrande area ten!
days ago. Depositions of twolj
Bolivian guerrilias captured last
week said Guevara was sick
and was moving about on a
mule.

Army sources said Guevara

isuffered from arthritis and as-

thma.. They asserted Guevara

jand his people were feeling

dispirited after suffering heavy
casualties in a clash two weeks
13g0.




