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HMEMORAKDUM FOR: THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE

SUBJECT : Low-Altitude Reconnelssance of North YVietosn

1. This memorandum is for your informetion.

2. Unarmed low-altitude recomnalissance over Forth Vietnan is
not currantly suthorized to be conducted esither in the ares north of
21% North or within 40 msuticel miles of Banoi and Heiphong.

3. Ammed low-slititude reconusisssnce for destruction of DRV SAM
sites tentatively identified by ELINY or otker means is mot currently
suthorized in the followiag aress of Morth Vietnam:

8. Qutside the ROLLING THUNDER sres of operstions,
1.0., north and east of & nng which rung west from the cosst
at 20% 30' North to about 105° 15' Esst then morth to 28° North,

105° Esst and due west from that point to the Lsos border
{see mttached map).

¢. The five cateblished BAM siten sround Hsnoi and the
Hanol ares bounded by those sites,

USAF review d. Uithin 10 asutical miles of Haiphong.

leted.
comp ®. Phuc ¥Yen Airfield

4. Strikeas to destroy DEY SAM sites locsted outgide the
BOLLING TEUNDER sres and ocutside the other elgluded srems (8. b., c.,
d and e., above) are sutborized, if confimmed by field readout of
photography.
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5. FPollowing is 8 summery of the capabilitiss of the RA-BC:

a., 8ix BA~-SC vigilantes aras currently deployed in the
Southeast Asian area. They heve heen used for recoanaissance
over North Vietrnms. The RA-8C has 3 speed of 1,150 knots, a
redius of 1,300 nm and & combat celling of 47,000 feet. It
has & multi-sensor capablliity and can operste from the laerget
CVA's or 1rom land bases.

b. The cameras currantly in use in the Vigilante are
the KA-80 1.78" verticsl, the HA-31 8~ forwsrd snd/or side
oblique, and the HA-83 18" panorsmic, all of which can be used
on day or night missions, from low or medium altitudes. The
aireratt alse contsins sn AN/APD-7 8ide looking Airborne Radar
{SLAR) and passive alectronic countermeasures equipment (PFECM).

6. Other low- and assdiux-level photo-recannaissance sircrsft in

25X1

25X1

the theater include
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