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are important sources in other countries of
similar research, training, and advisory
. skills, Nor can we even state with any pre-
cision the likely future volume of AID con-
tracting. We have today between $150 and
$200 million worth of contracts in effect with
over 100 American universities. We believe
the number and dollar volume of contracts
is likely to rise somewhat. In our view, how~
ever; 1t is more important to improve the
quality than the volume of our joint work,
ahd we ourselves expect to concentrate more
on questions of guality than on the simple
expansion of our total effort.

Lastly, I think it is most important for all
of us to recognize that the work of assisting
rural development in other countries is a task
of the utmost complexity and sensitivity. It
cannot be accomplished by anything less
than our very best talent. The Department
of Agriculture, the other governmental de-
partments and agencies who will be involved,
and those land-grant universities that wish
to participate In this work, must expect to
put some of their ablest people Into it. We
will have to have some of your best pecple—
not too many, but some—ifor our own AID
staffs in Washington and the fleld, and you
will have to commit some of your best people
to any training, research, and advisory activ-
ities that you may wish to undertake. No
doubt some of the land-grant universities
will not wish, or will not feel able, to under-
take oversea activities. We hope enough will
do s0 to meet the needs we see. And as the
committee reports indicate, AID recognizes
that we should help to develop the research
facilities, and to train the people, who will be
necessary to carry out this work.

T think it is important to recognize these
cautionary notes. But I think we should ap-
proach the task of international rural de-
velopment with zest and vigor. It is chal-
lenging, rewarding work, which combines
high personal satisfaction with high contri-
butions to great national objectives.

In that spirit I invite your attention to the
work‘ of this Conference.

SHOULD FOREIGNERS WRITE
AMERICAN POLICIES? |

Mr. MUNDT. Mr. President, we hear
much, these days, as to what this or that
American policy or candidate for office
or program of domestic or foreign sig-
nificance will mean to the so-called
American image abroad. It is argued
that unless the foreign press and the
spokesmen for foreign governments ex-~
press their approval of an American de-
cision, there is a strong indieation that
such a decision is inadvisable. In my
opinion, this is a spurious argument. I
believe that Americans are capable of
making their own decisions, not only as
to what policies are in our national in-
terests, but also as to which are most
likely to benefit humanity throughout
the world.

In this connection, Mr. President, I call
attention to an article written by Con-
stantine Brown, and published recently
in the Washington Evening Star. I ask
that Mr. Brown’s column on foreign
images be printed in the REcorp, in con-
nection with my remarks.

As most Senators know, Constantine
Brown is presently living in Rome, and
is touring foreigh countries, as part of his
duties as foreign correspondent for the
Washington Star. His observations are
indeed pertinent, since they are based on
firsthand impressions overseas. He
visits many American diplomatic mis-
sions in other countries. Like many

other Americans,. he is also appalled by
the new tendency of some of our foreign
diplomats to engage in American parti-
san debate and practices while they are

.being paid to represent American inter-

ests as a whole. The final paragraph
of Mr. Brown's column makes this point
very clearly.

There being no objection, the article
was ordered to be printed in the RECORD,
as follows:

OVERDOING THE IMAGE ARGUMENT

(By Constantine Brown)

RoMmE.—To an American reporter who has
been watching the European scene firsthand
for the last 3 years, the claims made fre-
quently by administration officials in Wash-
ington that unless Congress does this or
that, the American image will suffer appear
grossly exaggerated.

Washington dispatches say, for instance,
that Secretary of State Rusk, appearing be-
fore the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee, de-
clares that unless our immigration laws are
liberalized the “American hmage” will be im-
paired.

Similar arguments are given every time
Congress is asked to approve bills concern-
ing our dealings with foreign countries. Ad-
ministration spokesmen have argued over
the years, for Instance, that unless every
nickel demanded for forelgn aid s appro-
priated the American image will become
further distorted. Billions of dollars have
been thus approved against the better judg-
ment of the legislators because Congress was
solemnly warned by the White House and
State Department that the internattonal roof
would cave in unless foreign countrles get
a full share of America’s wealth. More than
often, emotional arguments prevailed over
commonsense.

Actually, few European countries need our
economic or military assistance.

In some instances where there is a de-
pendence on our assistance, this Is not being
used by the administration to calm down
strife which could easily result in sparking
local wars.

Greece and Turkey, whose economies do
not permit them to provide their own heavy
military equipment, are an. example. The
efforts of President Johnson to get them to
settle thelr differences by fair and amicable
means were turned down by the Greek Gov-
ernment. It is likely that had we taken the
tough attitude of telling Athens that unless
the proffered American mediation was ac-
cepted, there would be no further shipments
of military aid, the Cyprus question would
be by way of belng settled peacefully.
Turkey has ordered partial mobilization.

This lack of a firm stand on our part does
affect the American image over here. It
shows us as unwilling to take a strong de-
cision In a very serlous crisis,

The liberalization of the immigration laws
would be received with applause In some of
the Mediterranean countries but would be
ignored elsewhere., There is no question that
immigration based on national origin is out-
dated. The quotas for those born in Britain,
Germany, and other parts of northern and
western Europe go begging. .On the other
hand, those born in Italy, Greece, and Turkey
must wailt sometimes as long as 30 years
before they can obtain an immigration visa
to America. :

But to say that the American imagine
would improve because of a change in the
law is an exaggeration. None of the western
Europeans care must about 1t. There is full
employment in western Europe. Germany,
Switzerland, France, and Holland are im-
porting more than 2 milllon workers from
southern Europe. More than a milllon Ital-
ians have thus found employment in nearby
countries from whence they can return home
Ifor Christmas and summer holidays with
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hard currency. A liberalization of our im-
migration laws would not affect that much-
talked-of American image one way or the
other. . :

What does affect the Ilmage is our lack of
decision in areas where our policies are
shown to be weak; in our being considered
responsible for the weakening of NATO; In
political areas which resent our alleged Inter-
ference in the affairs of our allies; in our
heretofore incoherent policy in southeast
Asia illustrated in Europe by our encourage-
ment of the removal from office of Ngo Dinh
Diem and his brother by an American-
sponsored military junta.

What adds to the loss of face for America
in Europe is the sub rosa activities by our
missions abroad, which permit themselves to
get involved in the present American elec-
toral battle. .

HERBERT CLARK HOOVER

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, today the
Nation celebrates the 90th birthday of
one of its greatest citizens, Herbert Clark
Hoover. Mr. Hoover arrives at this no-
table milestone in life laden with honors
and public esteem such as few men have
achieved in the long history of the Re-
public. :

As he looks back over his long span of
years, Herbert Hoover can never remem-
ber a time when he was not strenously
engaged in some worthy endeavor.

As. a young boy, an orphan, he toiled
on farms to pay his way. .

He was one of the first graduates of
Stanford University., During the years
between the day he graduated from col-
lege, with $40 in his pocket, and his 40th
birthday, he earned an international
reputation as a geologist and engineer,
and he became a very wealthy man. It
was characteristic of Herbert Hoover
that at this stage in life he turned his
back on his fantastically successful ca-
reer and resolved to devote the remain-
der of his life to advancing the public
welfare.

Fifty years of incomparable service to
the American people and to the people
of the world have followed. As the head
of famine relief programs after two
World Wars, as Secretary of Commerce,
as President, as™head of the Hoover
Commission to streamline Government
operations, as the moving force behind
numerous civil and charitable endeavors,
Herbert Hoover has truly been one of the
great figures of American history.

But his achievements, despite their
gigantic scope, are not the full measure
of the man. Looming above all this
shines the character of the man,

The name of Herbert Hoover is synon-
ymous with integrity, humility, com-
passion, courage, self-reliance, individ-
uvalism, practical idealism, and all those
attributes which we like to think em-
body Americanism ir its highest form.

Here truly is a man who has been re-
sourceful in the hour of challenge, pati-
ent in the hour of trial, steadfast in the
hour of ridicule, self-effacing in the
hour of accolade, magnahimous in the
hour of victory, and undaunted in the
hour of defeat.

It is an honor and a privilege for me
to jein in this outpouring of respect,
admiration, and affection for a very
great man, and to offer congratulations
on the occasion of his 90th birthday.
May there be many more.’
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Mr. President, I £sk unanimous con-
sent to insert at this point in the Rec-
orp an editorial from the New Haven
Register of August 8, entitled "Con-
necticut To Honor an Outstanding
American.”

There being no objection, the editoria}
was ordered to be printed in the Recorp,
as follows:

ConNEecTICOT To HONOR AN OUTSTANDING .

AMERICAN

Connecticut will honor Herbert Hoover,
the 31st President of the United States, oni
his 80th bilrthday Moaday. In procialming
the day Governor Deinpsey set aside party
lines, as Mr. Hoover dld in his 4 years in the
White House and in more than & score ot
other years In other public service.

Few men in history have been the victim
of such a set of adverse circuunstances ag
those which crashed cown upon Mr. Hoovel
after he assumed tho Presldency in 1828,
The situations which ‘were soon to coagulats
to form the depression had been bullding up
for years. He had the misfortune to be Presl<
dent when the stock market collapsed and
the worst economic plight In modern history
engulfed the Nation and the world. While 1%
was his misfortune, h story now shows thuf
it was the country's good fortune to have g
man of Mr. Hoover's hility and stability In
office during such s crisis.

During the depression Mr. Hoover was
scorned and ridiculed. He was biamed, con<
demned. He took every undeserved blow,
In such s financial celamity as the depres<
slon, the part in it ol any one man cannot
be accurately gaged at the time. Timd
must be given to reflect, to appralse. Mr;
Hoover lived long enough to have histortang
and economists remove the yoke of respon-
sibllity placed around hils neck, see hls poli«
cies commended and not condemned.

When he ran for reelection in 1832 the de«
pression was still on. He had to fight thé
onus it so erroneously put upon him. He
had to battle mounting resentment to the
Prohibition Act. He wulso had such a formis
dable opponent as Franklin D. Roosevell.
The electorate rejected Mr. Hoover.

As a former President Mr. Hoover has won
recognition and respect denled him whilg
he was our Chlef Executive. When he marks
his 90th birthday on Monday the people of
Connecticut and the other 49 States will
join In extending congratulations. Herbert
Hoover 1s one of our filnest Americans a.nd
humanitarians.

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, it is alsg
singularly appropriate that on Herbert
Hoover’s 90th birthday there should ap-~
pear in the Nation’s bookstores a fasci-
nating, panoramic book detailing the
colorful life and deeds of this unforget.
table humanitarian, under the title
“Herbert Hoover: A Biography,” by Eu-
gene Lyons. It is a very human, moving
document that reacls like an absorblng
novel.

An editoriallzed review of it by Mr,
A. N. Spanel, the chairman-founder of
International Latex Corp., appeared in
paid space in the Washington Post on
August 10, 1964. % was presented in
the public interest, and a very worthy
publie service it is injeed.

I, therefore, ask unanimous consent
that excerpts from the editorial-review
by Mr. Spanel, inclading excerpts from
Mr. Lyon’s hook, be printed In the body
of the Recorp at this point.

There being no objection, the mabcria!
was ordered to be printed in the choan,
as follows:
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HarPY BIRTHDAY TC HERBZRT HoOVER

{By A. N. Spanel, founder-chalrman, Inte -
national Latex Corp.)

On August 10, the 31st Presldent of tl.e
United States, Herbert Hoover, reaches tie
venerasle age of 80. He has lived longor
than rny American President except John
Adams. who died at 81. That this grest
American has survived so long Is & matter
of prolound satisfaction to milllons of his
countrymen, and admirers throughout tre
world—-beeause it has enabled him to wii-
ness h's vindication after a brutal ordeal ty
abuse.

History, there Is every reason to bellevs,
will deil more generously with Herbert Hoov-
er than many of his contemporaries have
done. Ailready, to quote Mr. Lyons’ concluc.-
ing words. “Time has washed off the mud
with which he was bespattered—fortunate-
ly whi e bhe was Etill alive and actlve. Tle
granite of integrity underneath became ol
vious even to the less perceplive of his
countrymen.”

SERVANT OF HUMANITY

It is most gratifying that three Democrat ¢
Presidenta, Mr. Truman, Mr. Kennedy. and
Mr Jchneon signally honored Mr. Hoove*;
with Mr. Truman utilizing Mr. Hoover's wh.e
and profound report resulting from tie
Hoover Comimission, and Mr. Johnson rie
peated:y paylng the warmest tribute to Mr.
Hoover's lifelong contribution to humanity.

Mr. Hoover's 90 years have compassed
many careers—as enginesr, humanitarian,
political leader, social pbilosopher—and in
each of them he achieved the top rung. His
unhapyy 4 years In the White House are litk e
more “han an interlude in s long lfe «f
service to mankind.

Iron.cally, he was one of ths very few wlo
warned nagainst the speculative frenzy of
the prosperity years in the 1920's. Fate ruled
that he should himeelf be President when
his warnings came trus. He waa vilified for
crimes he did not commit, ridiculed for words
he did not utter—such as “proeperity around
the corner.”

The new blography cuts through tle
mytho ogy manufactured during his ordeil
and Mr. Hoover emerges as a towering moril
figure. More than most men, living or dead,
he has been the great Instrument of Ame--
fca’s conscience. Beglnning with the Bei-
glan Felief In 1914, he has organized ard
admin'stored dramatic humanitarian com-
paigns thet saved the lives of literally scoras
of miilions throughout the world,

PROFILE IN CREATNESS

Ultiraately, Mr. Lyons believes, Hoover will
not be judged as a President but! as & greit
humar being. Here are few quotations fromn
the book:

“He Iz a self-made man who from tile
humblzst beginnings rose to transcender:t
helghts—to the summit of his vocation,
which was the mining of metals; to the pir.-
nacle of his avocation, which was benevi-
lence; to the highest office in the Republis.
Then, with startiing suddenness, his destiry
took tragic turns.

“Rigatly credited with genijus in the ac-
minist-ation of economlc resources, he wias
fated io preside over & catastrophe of eco-
nomic disintegration beyond the control of
any mortal man. A Quaker whose name hed
become synonymous with compassion apd
help to the destitute, he found himself tie
victim of cruel accusations of callous uncol-
cern for the sufferings of his own countiry-
men. From the luminous mountain peals
be was driven into the valley of shadows,
there Lo wander for more than 15 years in
unmerited Ignominy, & man mocked and du-
famed, pilloried and stoned, for wholly ims-
ginary sins.

Happily the legend was dissipated In his
own H’etime. The landscape of his 90 yea's
bas the sweep of great human drams, tle

August 10

counterpoint of brilliant lght and melan-
choly shadows.

“A clear head under the control of a com-
passionate heart has kept Hoover from suc-
cumbing to the cateh-phrases and shibbo-
leths of the hour-—-proof that he was never
cut out to be a conventional politician. While
devoting his life to the weak and the destl-
tute, he never tried to flatter the masses by
glorifylng weakness and destitution. He
sought fo stir them, rather, to new strength
and self-reifance.

“Hoover has consistently renounced popu-
larity for principle, for duty as he concelved
it. As President, and then as ex-President,
he never revised or reversed himself under
the terror of organized abuse; he never yleld-
ed to the temptation of doing the politically
profitable thing against his own logic and
consclence.

“His life. I am convinced, will be measured
less by what he did—olossal though it has
been—than by what he was. Already, In fact,
his countrymen instinctively appraise him
in moral rather than conventional political
terms. They think of him, if at all, not
primarily as a Presldent, however rated, but
as 8 great American mnd a great human
being—as & truly good man, whose compas-
slon reached out to embrace all humsankind.”

These citations, we repeat, are from “Her~
bert Hoover: A Bicgraphy,” by Eugene Lyons,
published by Doubleday & Co. They provide
& foretaste of the lterary, historical and
moral feast spread in 1ts pages. y&\\,

A CALL FOR SENATE C EMNA-
TION OF SOVIET ANTI-SEMITISM:
WORLD OPINION CAN HALT PER-
SECUTION OF JEWISH MINORITY

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, the Sen-
ate Forelen Relatlons Committee today
began hearings on & resolution intro-
duced by my distingulshed colleague the
junier Senator from Connecticut calling
for the condemnation of Soviet persecu-
tion of the Jewish minority. I am proud
to be associated with this resolution as a
COSpOnSsor.

It is proper that the Congress of the
United States should concern itself with
this problem because I am convinced
that the force of world opinion can stay
the hands of the Soviet tyrants and per-
haps ease the plight of the persecuted
Jewish minority {n some measure.

There is nothing new asbout Soviet
anti-Semitism. If is indeed almost as
old as the Soviet regime Itself. If has
been the subject of many scholarly
studies and of scattercd newspaper arti-
cles spread over a period of two decades.
It was the subject of intensive investiga-
tion by the Select Committee on Commu-
nist Aggression of the 83d Congress, of
which I had the honor to be a member.
The committee brought out two reports
in 1952. one dealing with Soviet anti-
Semitissn and the other dealing with
anti-Semitism i the Communist sphere
generally. As the lone member of the
select committee who serves in the Sen-
ate today, I would commend these re-
ports for the study of my colleagues.

I again addressed myself to the subject
of Soviet anti-Semitism In a Senate
speech in March of 1860. In this speech,
I sought to summarize the known facts
about Soviet anti-Semitism as they have
been documented by experts and inter-
ested organizations, and by the Select
Commlitce on Communist Aggression.
But during the 1950’s and during the
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early 1960’s, for some strange reason, the
world paid relatively little attention to
statements on the subject of Soviet anti-
Semitism. The terrifying story of the
persecution of the Jews under commu-
nism seemed unable to penetrate the
public consciousness of the free world.

Perhaps the scholarly studies were too
esoteric, too limited in distribution.

Perhaps the newspaper and magazine
articles were too scattered and infre-
quent to be effective.

Perhaps the Jewish communities in
the Western countries did not speak up
as loudly as they should have for fear
of further endangering their coreligion~
ists behind the Iron Curtain.

Perhaps our minds are conditioned far
more than we ourselves are prepared to
admit by the most powerful and most
subtle propaganda apparatus the world
has ever known.

Whatever the reason may be, I am
convinced from many conversations that,
in the public mind, until very recently,
anti-Semitism was far more closely iden-
tified with Germany than it was with
the Soviet Union.

The past 6 months have, however, wit-
nessed a growing international aware-
ness of the problem. The resolution now
before the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee is only one manifestation of
this awareness. Recently, the Israel del-
egate to the U.N. Human Rights Com-
‘mittee in Geneva took the extraordinary
step of presenting to the Committee a
detailed fullscale indictment of the So-
viet persecution of the Jewish minority.
And within the past several days the
B'nai B'rith International Council has
issued a similar study, in which the item-
ized indictment is brought right up to
this very day. .

In 1960, a group of professors of the
Social Science Divislon of Fairleigh Dick-
inson University toured the Soviet Union.
In the course of their tour, they took a
particular interest in the status of the
Jews and in Soviet Government policy
toward the Jews. When they got back,
they wrote a letter to me from which I
should like to quote:

Our observations have led us to.the un-
happy concluslons that anti-Semitism in the
T.8.8.R. is not an atavistic remnant of czar-
Ist Russla, but is the official policy of the
Government of the U.S.S.R.

Since that time, there have been fur-
ther disturbing evidences of official anti-
Semitism in the Soviet Union and of gov-
erment incitation against the Jewish
minority.

Toward the end of 1962, for example,
one of Moscow’s largest publishing
houses brought out a translation of a
long-forgotten classic of anti-Semitism,
entitled “The Gallery of Saints,” by Paul-
Henry Holbach, an 18th century atheist.
This book has justly been deseribed as
one of the most evil anti-Semitic books
ever published, ranking in viciousness
and untruthfulness with the Protocols of
the Elders of Zion.

To give you an idea of the contents of
this book, the writer says in its that the
Prophet Jeremiah was a crook and a real
estate speculator, that Moses was a cruel
tyrant, that the Jews hated other people
and other_people hated them, and that
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‘Moses developed their cruelty and their
greed. As for contemporary religious
Jews, Holbach says that “they behave
toward non-Jews no better than their
ancestors did; they think they are al-
lowed to do anything to infidels and
heretics.” He states further that “Jew-
ish theologists teach that, if a Jew sees

a non-Jew dying or drowning, he should -

not save him or pull him out of the water,
though he is not allowed to kill him,”

This book was printed in 175,000 copies
and sold through state book stores in the
Soviet Union.

With literature like this being circu-
lated, it is no surprise that Jews have
been attacked and murdered in recent
years In the Soviet Union, that they are

_the prime target of editorialists and of

judieial persecution.

I am certain that the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee will report faverably,
and it is my hope that the Senate will
-approve it unanimously.

It is my earnest hope that by focusing
the spotlight of publicity on the terrible
persecution of the Jewish people by the
Soviet regime, we will be able to induce
the Soviet authorities to at least abandon
the official encouragement of anti-Semi-
tism and to accord the Jewish minority
the same rights as other minorities.

Mr. President, tecause I belleve that a
compilation of statements of Soviet anti-
Semitism will be useful to all those in-
terested in the subject, I ask unanimous
consent to insert into the Recorp the fol-
lowing documents:

Pirst. Excerpts from my Senate speech
“Anti-Semitism, the Swastika Epidemie,
and Communism,” which appeared in
the Recorp for March 15, 1960.

Second. The full statement of the Is-
raeli representative to the UN. Human
Rights Committee of the Economic and
Social Council of the United Nations,
Ambassador Moshe Bartur.

Third. The text of the survey recently
published by the B'mnai B'rith Inter-
national Council. :

There being no objection, the material
was ordered to be printed in the REcorb,
as follows:

EXCERPT FroMm STATEMENT BY SENATOR
TroMAS J. Dopp oN FLOOR OF SENATE,
MarcH 15, 1960
For many years after the Bolshevik revolu-

tion, it was commonly believed, by conserva-

tives as well as liberals, that, despite all its
evil features, communism did not practice
discrimination on racial or religious grounds.

It was equalltarian In the sense that all men,

regardless of race or religlon, were equally

persecuted. Personally, I question this con-

ception of equalltarianism; but there were,

and still are, many people who seem to see

i;)me peculiar virtue In equality of persecu-
on.

The myth that all men are equal under
communism remsins to this day one of the
Kremlin’s chief propagands weapons in 1ts
appeal to the Negro, Jewish, and other
minorities in this country, to racial minorities

11; other counftries, and to the colonial peo-
ples.

The fact 1s that the Soviet Unlon 1s a
gigantic prisonhouse of mnations where
minorities have been persecuted and ex-
ploited, and where genocide has been a com=
mon instrument of state police. It i1s an
Imperialist empire which, for its coldblooded
ruthlessness, has no equal in history.

The fate of the Jews under communism is
most illustrative.
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The treatment of minorities, historically,
may be considered a gage of social and moral
progress; and in modern times, it has become
a gage of soclal sanity. Wherever minorities
have been oppressed in Europe, the Jews have
generally been among the first to suffer and
they have often suffered the most acutely.
This 18 so because they are dispersed and
more helpless, and because differences of
custom and religion and the survival of an-
cient prejudices make them convenlent
scapegoats for despotic regimes,

On the specific question of anti-Semitism,
the Communist leaders, in the early days,
made some very strong statements: “Anti-
Semitism,"” said Stalin, in an Interview with
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency of America in
January 1931, “is an extreme form of racial
chauvinism, 1s the most dangerous survival
of cannibalism. Anti-Semitism as a phe-
nomenon hostile to the Soviet system, Is
severely punished by law. Active anti-Se-
mites are punished by capital punishment
under the laws of the U.S8.8.R.” .

Thus spoke Stalin in 1931, But, in reality,
anti-Semitism. is as Inherent in Marxist to-
talitarianism as it was in Nazl totalitarian-
ism. Karl Marx himself was, in many of his
statements, as virulently anti-Semitic as
Goebbels, Over the decades, the Commu-
nlsts have done their utmost to conceal this
fact. Marx’s translators into English and
the European languages carefully eliminated
his antl-Semitic diatribes from editions of
his books and writings. But the proof exists.

I have in hand the first English translation
of the unexpurgated papers of Karl Marx on
the so-called Jewish question. It  was
printed only last year. In it, you will find
that Marx referred to the distinguished Ger-
man Soclal Democratic leader, Ferdinand
Lasalle, whom he considered too moderate,
a8, I gquote, “Judel Itzig—Jewish mnigger.”
In another letter, Marx made the statement:
“Ramsgate is full of Jews and fleas.” In
gtill another statement he sald, and I quote
agaln: “Emancipation from wusury and
money, that is, from practical real Judaism,
would constitute the emancipation of our
time." .

This was not Hitler speaking. It was the
recoghized ideological father of Soviet com-~
munism. This was Karl Marx,

The persecution of the Jews in the Soviet
Union can only be understood within the
context. of the Marxist ideology and of the
Kremlin’s broad general policy toward all
minorities.

In the period immeédiately after the revo-
Iution, when they were still endeavoring to
consolidate their regime, the Bolsheviks at-
tempted to purchase the support of the na-
tional minorities by preaching the freedom
and equality of peoples. The appointment
of native Communists to party and Govern-
ment posts was encouraged. The use of the
varlous minority languages, which had been
restricted under the czar, was also encour-
aged.

By the early thirties, Stalin had achieved
absolute power. At this point, the tolera-
tlon and encouragement of national cultures
gave way to a massive campalign agalnst the
languages and cultures of all the national
minorities.

The development of a totalitarian state
requires total conformity, it requires the re-
duction of all peoples to a single horm. The
Russian language was selected as the Instru-
ment for the new cultural straitjacket be-
cause it happened to be the language of the
largest national group and was the most
widely spoken.

In the Ukraine, for example, Russian was
agaln made the main language of instruction
in almost 80 percent of the universities.
Ukrainian speclalists and sclentists were as-
signed to other areas of the Soviet Union
while increasing numbers of Russian spe-
clalists and scientists were imported into the
Ukraine. .
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The apparatus of governmeni{ was ruth-
lessly purged of all thoss who were suspected
of the ein of bcurgeols nationalism,
Ukrainian !ntellectuals, party leaders, and
pdministrators were tke chief targets of thig
terror. The terror reached its zenlth during
1937-38 when, 1t 18 estimated, some 200,000
persons were executed In the coursc of L
year. I have docum:intary evidence cons<
cerning the massacre in the city of Vinnitsa
alono of 12,000 persons; and there is evidencs
that similar massacres occurred at many
other points In the Ukraine.

The man in charge of the Ukraine du.rlng
this period, I might polnt out, incidentally;
was & certain N. 8. Xhrushchev, who last
sumimner was Invited to visit our country a4
an honored guest.

What happened to the Ukralnian peopls
happened, with variations in pattern and de=
gree, to all the other national minorities In
the Soviet Union.

The imposition of Russlan Communis§
control was even more marked in the case
of the minor Moslem natifonsalities of central
Asia. In all of these central Asian Repub-
Hcs, Russians held the key posts In tha
ministries of security and of the interlo?
and, in general throughout the apparatus of
party eand government. In the so-called
autonomous Kazakh Republic, for example;
native Kazakhs, according to a report pub-
lished In 1848, held only 3 percent of thé
administrative posts Ir. the ministries of local
Industry and public health; 4 percent In light
tndustries; 6.7 percent in textiles; and so on
down the line.

The Negro In America unquestionably suf-
fers from serlous restrictions on rights and
opportunities. He is now on his way up.
But in the darkest days after emancipation;
he enjoyed far greater rights than do some of
the Aslan minorities In the Soviet Unlon
today. ;

In certaln respects the persecution of the
Jews and of Jewish culture in the Soviet
Union has been even more severe than that
endured by other minorities. FPhysically
thelr persecution 1s ¢n a par with that of
the Ukrainians. In {erms of denlal of op+
portunity, thelr treatnient is even worse than
that of the Kazakhs. Culturally, thelr perse-
cution is total. Instead of belng permitied
a restricted representation in the apparatus
of party and governm:nt, the Jews today are
virtuaily excluded from all adminlstrative
positions of any importance. While all re-
ligion is persecuted and regulated, the Jewish
religion is persecuted with particular ruth-
lessness. :

Why is this so? I cun think of several reas
sons. First of all, thore is the fact that the
Jews have both their own religion and their
pur mnational culture; this makes them
eligible for persecuticn on both scores. :

Secondly, the rulers of the Kremlin have
apparently suspected them of mass dis-
loyalty to the Soviet state. This i1s not sur-
prising, for no Jew could be expected t»
enthuse over things like the Hitler-Stalin
pact or Moscow’s Incltation of the Aratm
against the Btate of Israel.

Perhaps even more lmportant, the great
majority of the Russ.an Jews have relatives
in America. This makes them suspect. In
Ehrushchev’s eyes, of harboring pro-Amerl-
can sympathles.

Finally, Communist antl-Semitism, lke
czarist anti-Semitism, exploits the Jew as B
scapegoat—a convenient outlet for popular
resentment which mizht otherwise be direc-
ted against the regims.

A major shift in 8Soviet policy toward thc
Jews first became apparent in 1937-38. Zing-
viey, Radek, and & few of the other oid Bol-
sheviks who were liguidated {n the gredt
purges of the thirtles had been born Jewe.
Of course, they could no more be consldered
Jews than Stalin and Khrushchev could te
considered Christians. But there Is reason o
belleve that in Stalin‘s paranoid mind, party
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opposition to hls one-man rule somehow bt -
came |dentified with the accident of Jewist
birth.

Perhaps, more important, there seemed to
be a growing possibility of a deal with Hitle:.
If this deal were consummated, svery Jew in
the Boriet Unlon would have to be consic-
ered ar enemy of the regime.

Surraptitiousy, the Soviet Governmert
began 0 encourage anti-Semitic propagandi.
Becret directives went out to the civil servite
to restrict recrultment of Jews and to di-
mote or remove many of those who held
office. Jewlsh schools and newspapers and
commu.nity organizations were forcibly closed
down. Thousands of the Jewish communul
leaders were physlcally liguidated.

The Nag!i invasion of the Sovlet Unlon did
not persuade the Kremlin to abandon its per-
secution of the Jews, Jews in the Red Arry
fought herolcally against the Nawi Invadur
and, ir mAny cases, rose to falriy high rani.
But Bialin by this time apparently shared
Hitler's psychopathic hatred of the Jews,
The result was a pollcy of passive cooperation
with the Nazi enemy In permitting their exn-
termination.

Whea Hitler Invaded Russia there were
more than 5 million Jews in the Soviet Unicn
proper and in the territories it had annexed
under the Hitler-Stalin Pact. More than 3
militor: of these vanlshed during World Wir
II. S8cores of thousands of those who var=
1shed -were victims of mass deportations o
Slberla. The great majority, however, were
capturad by the Nazis and perished In their
infamcous extermination camps.

But the gquestion arices: How is it that
more Jews were not able to fice before the
Naz{ army? How is it that the Nazis we'e
able t> capture virtually intact the larpe
Jewish communlities in so many cities in So-
viet territory?

Jewish organizations in thls country ae
convinced that the Soviet Government dd
nothing to facilitate the evacuation of the
Jews f-om areas that were threatened by the
Nazi army, even though they knew the fate
that awalted the Jews under Nazi occupn-
tion. According to eyewitnesses before thie
House Select Committee on Communlist A;:-
gression in 1854, those Jews in the occuplid
territories who succeeded in escaping did 3o
by flecing individuslly or in small grouns
throush the swamps and forests, They tesil-
fled that Jews attempting to fles from threat-
ened arenxs en masse or in large groups were
furned back by Soviet guard units,

The attitude of the Soviet press during the
war also deserves some comment. The Krermi-
lin ed:toriallsts could find no words stroug
cnough to denounce Nazi inhumanity. Bat
they spoks always of “crimes against Soviet
citizens.” ‘The systematic extermination >f
the Juws by the Nazls was, apparently, &
crime that did not call for special mentlon
or display of moral indignation.

For several years after World War II, Soviet
policy toward the Jews contlnued to mari-
fest two faces. In its propaganda to taie
free world, the Kremlin continued to pcse
B3 an opponent of sntl-Bemitism and ull
forms of raclal discrimination. At home, tae
persecution was intensified. In Increasiig
numbars, the Jews were forced out of al-
ministrative posttions. Public hostility to-
ward ihem was encouaged by & hundred sub-
tle devices.

During the period of SBoviet occupation, at
least 10,000 Jews were deported to Sibeila
from Hungary alone and many thousands
more ‘wvere deported from Rumanla,

Other terrors awaited the Jews of the satnl-
lite ccuntrtes. In the immediate postwear je-
riod the Communists did not yet have con-
plete -ontrol of these countries, They wire
elther in the procesa of consolidating con-
trol o preparing to seize power. What more
convealent smokescreen could there be jor
them what more effective diversion, thar a
campuign against the Jews, with a few old-
tashioned programs thrown In?
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In Poland during the course of 1846 there
was & whole serles of murderous attacks on
Jews which cost several hundred Jewish
lves. In the pogrom st Klelce alone, 41
Jews were killed by & mob, while the Com-
munist militia stood idly by, or else arrested
the Jews.

In Czechoslovakla there was also a serles
of Dbloody anti-Semitic incidents. The
Communists tried to blame these incidents
on the Fascists, but there is considerable
evidence that they themseives instigated
them. The Communist Minister of Propa-
gands during this period, Vaclov Kopecky,
referred to the Jews In his statements as
“those bearded Solomons™ or “this Jewish
scum.” In this propaganda he was abetted
by the present Prime Minister of Czecho-
slovakla, Antonin Zapotocky.

In Hungary, local Communist leaders or-
ganlzed bloody attacks on the Jewish peo-
ple In the cities of Miskolez and Eunma-
daras. According to the testimony of Dr.
Zoltan Klar, & Hungarian Jewish leader, and
of Mr. Irving Engel of the American Jewish
Committee, the Communist police did noth-
ing to prevent the riots and {n many cases
they protected the Instigators. Those re-
sponsible for the riots, moreover, were never
punished.

But In 1948, Stalin apparently became im-
patient with the I[imilted, gradual anti-Se-
mitism of the previous decade. The cold
war had sharpened. Tito had defected from
Boviet control. The Jews of the Soviet
Union and the satellite counfries had shown
unconcealed enthustasm over the establish-
ment of the State of Israel. In the warped
mind of Stalin this situatlon ecalled for an
all-out offensive against everything that
might be consldered a ‘foreign” or “West-
ern” Influence. Anything which suggested
adherence to a non-Russian group was auto-
matically gullty of “bourgeois nationalism”;
and friendship for anything outside the
Soviet Unlon was stigmatlzed as “cosmopoli-
tanism.”

In the fall of 1848, with one sweeping ad-
ministrative decree, Stalin and his cultural
commisser, Andrel Zhdanov, completely
eliminated what remalned of Jewish cul=
tural and communal life in the Soviet
Union. Nomlinsally, the campaign was di-
rected against the Zionists, Of course,
everyone who considered himself a Zionist
had long previously perlshed in Stalin’s
concentration camps. In reality, the new
Soviet anti-Semitlsm was directed not
against Zionism, but agalnst everyone of
Jewish origin, even if they were Communists,

In this respect. I see nothing to distin-
guish the anti-Semitlsm of Stalin from the
anti-Semitism of Hitler.

At one stroke, all Jewlsh schools were
closed. Jewish newspapers were shut down.
The Yiddish publishing house, Emes, was
also closed. The Jewish Anti-Fascist Com-
mittee in Moscow was dissolved and 1ts
leaders nrrested. More than 450 Jewish
writers, artists, and intellectuals—the cream
of the Jewish Intelligentsia In the Soviet
Unlon—were executed.

Desplte restraints and persecution, Russla
under the czar had been the world center
of Yiddish culture. In the early perlod of
cultural tolerance, the Soviet Unlon had the
largest numbers of Yiddish schools in the
worid, the greatest number of Jewish peda-
goglcal institutions, the only Jewish Institu-
tion of higher learning in Yiddish, and Yid-
dish departmenis in many universltles.
There were 4 Yldcdish state publishing houses
and 14 state theaters. And there were 35
periodicals and newspapers, 4 of them dallles.

Bome of these lnstitutions and publica-
tions had ceased to exist during the antl-
Semitic purges of 1836-38. Others had
ceased to exist during the war. But with
the Zhdanov decree, everything ceased.
Where there had once been a. flourishing
Jewish culture, there was now a desert.
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One year after the Zhdanov decree, in
September 1949, there took place the first
of a whole series of spectacular Communist
show trials involving Jewish defendants.
The scene of this first trial was Budapest.
The chief defendant was the former Minister

“of the Interior, Laszlo Rajk.

RaJk himself was not a Jew. In fact he
was generally considered anti-Semitie. He
had used his post to instigate the pogroms
in Miskolez and Kunmadaras, or else to pro-
tect those Communists who had instigated
them. Three of Rajk’s codefendants, in this
trial, however, were Jewish, and they were
forced to slgn confessions that they had
served as Zionist sples, These so-called
Zionist sples had, according to the charges,
conspired with America, England, and Tito's
Yugoslavia to overthrow the Communist
government.

To the accompaniment of an ominous
Ppropaganda about the “world Zionist con-
spiracy,” Rajk and his chief codefendants
were sentenced to death.

A few years later, it was the turn of
Czechoslovakia. In November 1952, there
took place the great Prague trial of Rudolf
Slansky, former secretary-general of the
party, and his alleged confederates. In this
trial, 11 of the 14 defendants, including
Slansky, were Jews. To make sure that this
fact was not missed by the public, the official
indictment bore the words, I quote, “of
Jewish origin,” after the name of each
Jewlsh defendant.

As' Communists, it goes without saying, all
of these defendants had long previously re-
nounced their Jewish religion and they were
violently opposed to Zionism. This appar-
ently was not considered any serious obstacle
by the professional brainwashers who pre-
pared Slansky and his colleagues for their ap-
pearances in court.

The trial, from the first, was an obscene
anti-Semitic orgy. 'The defendants con-
fessed that they had been participants in
a worldwide Jewish conspiracy operating in
the service of American and. British im-
perialism. For varlety, thelr conspiracy was
sometimes referred to as a “capitalist-im-
perialilst Trotskyist-Titolst plot.” Involved
in this plot, if one were to belleve the con-
fessions, were former U.S. Secretary of the
Treasury Henry J. Morgenthau, Mr. Bernard
Baruch, Israel Prime- Minister David Ben-
Gurion, and the Yugoslav Communist leader
Moshe Pijade.

All of the’evils of the Communist regime
and all of the suffering of the Czechoslovak
peoples were charged to the account of
Slansky and - his codefendants and thelr
American and British masters. They con-
fessed to planning the disorganization of the
Czechoslovak economy, to contriving artifi-
clal scarcitles of food and fuel, and the Infia-
tion of the national curreney. The com-
mentaries of the Czechoslovak press, referring
to the Jewish defendants, employed such_
adjectives "as “huckstering,” “profiteering,”
“bloodsucking,” “Judases,” “scum with a
dark past.”

On November 28, 11 defendants, 8 of them
Jews, were sentenced to death by hanging.
The sentences were carried out a few days
later.

There 18 a. footnote to the storles of the
Rajk trial in Hungary and the Slansky trial
in Czechoslovakia. In the fall of 1956, after
Khrushchev’s denunciation of Stalin’s crimes,
it was announced that the Rajk trial had
been a frameup from beginning to end and
that the confessions had been extorted. The
rehabilitation of some of Slansky's code-
fendants implied a similar admission.

What a commentary on the practice of
Justice under communism. .

Needless to say, the Slansky trial was ac-
companied by a wholesale dismissal of Jews
from all public office. The trial also served
as a signal for a further intensification of
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the campaign of official anti-Semitism
throughout - the Soviet empire. This cam-
paign reached perhaps its lowest point in the
infamous “Moscow doctors’ plot.”

On January 13, 1953, the Soviet Ministry
of Internal Security announced that nine
prominent doctors, six of whom were Jews,
had been arrested on the charge of murder-
ing two Politburo members, Andrei Zhdanov
and Alexander Scherbakov, by medical mis-
treatment. They were also accused of hav-
ing attempted the murder of a number of
top-ranking officers of the Soviet armed
forces. The arrésted doctors, said the Krem-~
lin, had all confessed that they had carried
out their crimes on orders of the world Zion-
st conspiracy and that these orders had been
transmitted from Israel by the American
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee.

According to the American Jewish Year-
book for 1954, the so-ealled doctors’ plot
resulted In a unlversal orgy of denuncia-
tions, demotions, and arrests of Jewish citi-
zens throughout the Soviet empire. All this,
1t sald, was accompanied by a, barrage of
propaganda deslgned to prove that all Jews
were apt to be traitors, spies, imperialist
agents, embezzlers, and outright murderers.

On March 5, 1953, Stalin died, The public
campalgn against the arrested Jewish doctors
and against the Jews ceased. On April 4
the Ministry of the Interior made the start-
ling announcement that the doctors’ plot
has been a frameup; the evidence had been
falsified and the confessions extorted. This
scemed to be a step In the right direction.
It caused many people to hope that, with
Stalin's death, anti-Semitism in the Soviet
sphiere had also perished. .

Everything that has happened since 1953,
however, proves conclusively that Moscow
has never abandoned its anti-Jewish cam-
paign.

In Moscow the 13 doctors were released,
but this was the only concession granted.
The thousands of Jews In prison remained
In prison. Zionism remained illegal. Jew-
ish culture and communal life and Jewlish
emigration remained under total ban, the
Jewish religion under a near-total ban. And
the basic charges made in the Slansky trial
and In the Moscow doctors’ plot -were
repeated and repeated until they achelved
the status of articles of faith for all Com-
munists,

Two weeks after the Moscow doctors were
released. on April 16, 1953, the head of the
Czechoslovak delegation to the U.N., For-
elgn Minister Vacilav David, upheld all the
charges that had been made in the Slansky
trial and reiterated the accusation that the
Zionists and other Jewlsh organizations
were hotbeds of American sabotage and
esplonage, Soviet Forelgn Minister Andrel
Vishinsky backed his Czechoslovak protege
to the hilt on this occaston. -

In Czechoslovakia, Hungary, and Rumania,
the rash of anti-Jewish show trials con-
tinued for more than a year after the release
of the Moscow doctors. In Czechoslovakia
alone there were four such trials between
May of 1953 and April of 1954. The last of
these trials, which took place in Bratislava,
had a new twist. None of the defendants
were Jewish, but they were charged with
the crime of having protected Jews or hav-
ing failed to punish them.

These show trials, Involving amalgams of
Jewish and non-Jewish Communists, re-

“celved conslderable international publicity.

The persecution of the Jewish community
leaders and Zionist leaders unfortunately,
recelved far less publicity. Literally thou-~

sands of these leaders had been Imprisoned-

In the satellite countries, in particular in
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, and Rumantia, dur-
ing 1948 and 1949, During the course of
19563-54, some hundreds of these were
brought to trial, charged with Zionist activi-
ties and aid to Jewish emigrants, ’
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These trials were secret, but some of the
detalls inevitably leaked out. - Writing in the
magazine Commentary, Peter Meyer re-
ported that in the spring of 1954 the secret
trials in Rumania reached such numbers as
to constitute a mass terror. Not less than
100 Jewish leaders were tried and sentenced
in 1 month, he sald. One of the trlals in-
volved 22 members of a Soclallst Zionist
youth group. Its leader defied the Commu-
nist court with these words: “You have tor-
tured and killed many of our members in
your dungeons. This crime will nevéer be
forgotten.” He and his comrades were all
sentenced to 20 years in prison.

The b5-year perlod that followed the
Zhdanov decree of 1948 is remembered by

. the Jews of the Soviet Unlon as “the black

years.” The facts about this perlod were
documented as early as 1951 by the Jewish
scholar, Dr. Solomon Schwarz, In his book,
“The Jews in the Soviet Union.” But de-
splte such dogumentations and despite the
blatant anti-Semitism of all the show trials
that took place during this perlod, the
Kremlin was able to prétend to its followers
in the free world, as late as 1956, that there
was no anti-Semitism in the Soviet Union.

Even high-ranking Jewish Communists,
who should have had access to the facts,
assured their followers, and assured them-
selves, that the charges of anti-Semitism
made by Jewlsh organizations were slander-
ous fabrications,

In February 1956 there took place the 20th
Congress of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union, at which Khrushchev made his
famous denunciation of the crimes of the
Stalin era. A slackening of control inev-
itably followed this speech. In his speech to
the party congress, Khrushchev said nothing
about the persecution of the Jews. But
shortly after the congress, on April 4, 19586,
the Polish Jewish paper Folkshtimme con-
firmed the fact that the hundreds of Jewish
writers who had disappeared In the wake of
the Zhdanov decree, had been executed.

To the scattered Jewish following which
the Communist Party still maintained In the
free world, the article in Folkshtimme struck
a shattering blow. Some of the most elo-
quent condemnatlons of Soviet and anti-
Semitism have been written by former
Jawish Communists and by official Commu-
nist Party delegations who went to the Soviet
Union to check on the facts. Their eyes
were opened by what they saw.

I want to quote a few paragraphs from onhe

- of the many revealing articles that appeared

in the world Communist press during the
period of disarray that followed these revela-
tions. These paragraphs are extracted from.
the report of a delegation of the British Com-~
munist Party to the Soviet Union and they
were printed In the London Communist
weekly World News in October 1956:

“For some years prior to the death of Stalin,
rumors began to spread that all was not well
in the Jewich fleld, and that well-known
Jewish writers and intellectuals had disap-
peared. Then came the revelations of the
20th Congress, and later, specific charges in
the Folkshtimme.

“Naturally these charges created conster-
natlon and bewllderment in the ranks of
Jewish Communists in all countries, so that
it became a matter of urgency and of im-
portance to expose their truth or falsehocod.

“The first plece of concrete information
came from a visit to the Lenin State Library.
Here there exists a Yiddish and a Hebrew
section. Tt turned out that there is nothing
In 'Yiddish later than 1948, when publication
of Yiddish papers and journals must there-
fore have ceased. .

“The Soviet Encylcopedia, which in its 1932
editlon devoted about 160 columns to the
Jews, reduces this in the 1962 edition to 4
columns. The biographies of many eminent
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Jews had been removed. Marx was no longer;
referred to as & Jew. :

“The fArst task, theigfore, was to meet &
few Jewlsh writers aad to examine thelr
reactions to this. Officlal requests to this end
were made, but we were informed that thig
was not possible as they were 2ll on holiday,
while Halkin {a Jewlsh writer who survived),
who was at home, was too 11l to recelve any<
one.

«Then came the dscovery from privatd
conversations by Comrrade Levy with Jews
that the years 1948-52 were known among
them as the black yeurs, the period during
which many Jews wer2 dismissed from their
posts, Jewish poets and writers were arrested
and charged with treason and executed, Yid-
dish disappeared from the street and markets
place, the population olosed up together, be-
coming tense and nervy, and young Jews who
might otherwlse have merged with the gens
eral population and huve forgotten that the’y
were Jews, awoke to a new sense of unity in
dlstress.”

“But let it be sald that thls fear did not
emanate from any geoeral feeling of antag-
onism from among the Russian population,
but from officlal or gquasi-official sources:
from the security pollce, in fact.” H

This report, I waat to emphaslze, was
written not by crities of the Soviet regimeé.
but by members of the Britlsh Communigt
Party. :

The furor which such articles caused In
the world Communisf, movement resuited In
& few minor concess'ons. In the course of
1967, for the first time since the revolution,
the Jews were permitted to establish & small
theological seminary in Moscow. Permls-
sion was also granted for the publicatidn
of & small number of prayer books in Hebrew,
for the staging of soine Yiddish music recit-
als, for the printing of a few works of Yia-
dish writers in Russian transiation. :

But this Is as far s the concessions went.
Despite repeated p1 omises to Communist
delegations which visited the Soviet Unien
after 1855, the reestablishment of & Yiddigh
theater and Yiddish press and Yiddish pub-
11shing house was never permitted. Instead,
there was an accolerated discriminatibon
ageinst Jews in pubtlc lite, in the natloral
economy, and in the educational field.

The Jewlish population of the Soviet Unipn
represents approximately 1.4 percent of the
country’s totel population. In 1958, only 3
of the 1,336 memburs of the Supreme So-
viet—one-fourth of 1 percent of the total—
could be identifled as Jews. On a per capita
basis, thls would signify that the Jews had
only one-sixth the political representation
to which they were entitled. !

So far as s known, no Jew {6 to be found
in the foreign service, among the higher
ranks of the armed forces, or in the varigus
military academles. Jews are also excluded
from leading posts In the Communist
Party, from the central party newspapicrs
and the forelgn sectlon of the Soviet préss.
Jews are progressively being exciuded from
admission to the universitles. :

The facts which I have just listed here
were part of & statement Issued by ihe
American Jewlsh Cammittee in conjunction
with their meeting with First Deputy Pre-
mier Anastas Mikoyan In January 1959.
Since that time, there seems to have beeh &
further detertoration in the position of the
Boviet Jews.

What 1s the situation todey in the Soviet
Union? Let me lict only a few ltems ffom
the current catalogs on Sovlet anti-Bemitism
that have been compiled by the New York
Times, the New York Herald Tribune, jthe
New Leader, and other pubilcations. ;

A few months ago the synagoguc In the
town of Malachovka near Moscow was set on
fire. )

The synagogues Chernovtsky, Bobruisk,
Korosten, Baranovich, Kharkov, Novoseljtsa,
Orenburg, Chernizov, Staline. Babushkin,

and other cities have been closed down by
the security authorities.

In the city of Kharkov, where there ars
70,000 Jews, there 18 not a single synagogus
to serve thelr roliglous needs.

The synagogue at Voronezh has been takea
over by the authorities for use as & graia
warehouse. The Jewish community has beea
uneble to raise the money required to re-
deem it.

In Yovpatorlya, in the Crimea, the author -
ties confiscated 25,000 rubles raised by tre
Jewish community to rent a bullding for a
synagogue. .

Deprived of synagogues, the Jews have R~
tempted to pursue thelr worship in privase
prayer meetings. Such prayer meetings have
been reported forcibly dispersed in the citls
of Kherkov, Olevsk, Tula, Bobruilsk, Vitebsk,
and other places. In Vitebsk the Jews we'e
threatened with 10 years in prison if they r:-
sumed thelr meetings.

In Hendery, Baranovich, Minsk, Kishinev,
Voronezh, and Klev, Jewish cemeteries have
been descerated and memorials defaced.

In Rlev, Kharkov, Kuibyshev, Rostov, Kisa-
snev, Ddessa, and Lvov, & ban was impos:d
on th: baking of matzoh, the unleaven:d
bread which plays a central role in the Pats-
over chbservance. To my mind, there could
he no more pitiless or more polntless depri-
vation then this.

For the Jewish population of almost 3 mil-
lon, there are only 60 rabbis in the whole of
the Soviet Union. Thelr average age 18 well
over 70. In the case of the Orthodox religion
in Russia, there 1 1 priest for every 5.(00
{aithful. This 18 bad enough. But In the
case 0f the Jewish religion there is only 1
rabbl for every 60,000 Jews. With virtuslly
no replacements in sight, the situation Is
bound to become worse over the coming

years.

The Orthodox Church and the Moslem roli-
glon have been permitted to maintain a num-
ber of seminaries. The only Jewish semin uy
perm-tted is limited to &N attendance of 20
students. Patricia Blake, in her article tn
Life magazine last December, has described
how these 20 students pursue their studle: in
the corners of the Moscow Bynagogue, beca ase
no space has been made available for tteir
BEIINALY.

The teaching of Hebrew remains under the
ban imposed at the time of the revolution,
In the 40 years of Boviet rule, no more than
several thousand Hebrew prayer books have
been printed; only several hundred «is-
tributed.

Orenly antl-Semitic books and publca-
tionn nrs appearing with increasing {re-
quercy. The villains in this literature all
adhe¢re to 8 single stereotype. They all T ave
unmistakably Jewish names; they are all
monsygrubbers, without buman feeling, dis-
honnst in their relations with the state and
thelr fellow men.

Whether a Jew is rellgious or nonreligious,
whe-her he I8 pro-Communist or anti-
Communist, he has no way of escaping the
fate which the Soviet regime has orda ned
for nis people. The word “Jew” 18 stam-ped
on his internal passport—the document
which is the key to & man's existencs in
every Communist country. This inscription
is not intended as a religious identification
because the members of no other religious
groups are thus identified. The Bovlet In-
terr.al passport does state tho nationalily of
the bearer; but the Kremlin apparently does
not recognize the Jews as & nationality be-
cause it refuses to grant them the most ele-
mentary communal rights enjoyed by the
smr.llest and most primitive national group-
ings In the USSR. The marked passports
of the Soviet Jews serve only one purpose.
the same purpose served 1n Its time by the
yellow badge which the Nazia compelled the
Jews to wear for the purpose of self-id:nti-
fication. To every Iactory manager, to very
university president. to every party bwreau-
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crat, to every minor officlal, 1t constitutes a
directive to treat the bearer as a member of
& hostile and inferior breed; it constitutes
& commsand to hate snd to persecute.

As T was winding up the work on this anal-
ysis, I recelved a communication from a
group of professors of the Social Sclences Di-
vision of Fairlelgh Dickenson University, who
had toured the Soviet Unlon last summer.
Appalled by the many evidences of Sovlet
anti-Semitism, they wrote letiers last No-
vember and Deceraber to 10 leeading Sovlet
educators and editors, including Aleksel
Adzhubel, editor of Izvestia, and son-in-law
of Nikita Ehrushchev. Their letters polnted
out that the Jews do not appear to enjoy
the rights guaranteed by Soviet laws and pro-
fessed by the Communist philosophy, and
they asked for a detalled explanation of this
anomalous situation. To date only one So-
viet editor has deigned to reply. The reply
sald that their letter had been forwarded to
somebody else.

In their letter o me, the group of Amer-
fcan professors wrote: “Our observations
have led us to the unhappy conclusions that
anti-Bemitism in the U.88.R. Is not an ata-
vistic remnent of czarist Russia, but is the
oficial- policy of the Government of the
UsS.R.”

In Rumania, in Hungary, and especlally
in Poland under Prime Minister Gomulka,
there appeara to have been limited improve-
ment in the trentment of Jews, In these
countries, while they stlll suffer from dis-
crimination and economic disabilities, Jew-
ish cultural, and religlous life now enjoy
somewhat Increased freedom. This Hmited
improvement in the satellite countries is, of
course, subject lo instant recsll if 1t ever
serves Communist purposes.

Why is there this difference between Soviet
policy toward the Jews and the policy pres-
ently pursued ir. some of the satellites? I
can think of two reasons.

The firat reason 18 that the Soviet Govern-
ment is more directly interested than are the
satellites in infiuencing Arab opinion in the
Middle East and In preventing any settle-
ment between the Arab States and Israel.
Soviet anti-Semitism and Soviet strategle
objectives in the Middie East complement
each other. Arahb nationalism must be wooed
and fanned by constantly identifying Israel
and Zionism with British and American im-
perialism,

Let me give you one example of the Krem-
1in's propaganda to the Arab world. I quote
from the publication “The State of Israel—
Its Positlon and Policles,” printed by the So-
viet state publishing house in 1858:

“The Zlonist movement represents a form
of the natlonslistic tdeology of the rich Jew-
ish bourgeoisie, intimately tled to imperial-
ism and to colonlal oppression of the people
of Asla, Zionism has tled itself to American
and other Western capitalism and, with Jew-
ish terrorist tactics, attacked 1ts Arab neigh-
bors. 'The national liberation movement of
the people of the Middle East, spearheaded by
its native leaders {(such as President Nasser,
King Tbn Saud. of Saud! Arabla, and King
Iman Ahmad, of TYemen) Is constantly
threatened by naked Jewish aggression. The
clear duty of all Marxists and Communists in
this situation le to help the Asian and
African people crush the reactlonary Jewish
forces.”

The second explanation I can think of for
the intensified anti-Semitism in the Soviet
Union today 15 the personally irrational at-
titude of Prime Minlster Khrushchev. The
Ant!-Defamation League has stated that the
primitive. vulgar antl-Semitic tone charac-
teristic of Khrushchev's oceaslonal interviews
and outbursts on the subject of the Jews 18
unmistakable. This evaluation colncldes
with that of the most prominent Jewish
member of the Canadian Communist Party,
Mr. J. B. Salsherg, after a 2-hour interview
with the Soviet Premler in August 1956.
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According to Mr, Salsberg, Khrushchev first
of all denled that there was anti-Semitism
in the Soviet Union; and then went on to
list a whole series of personal objections to
Jews. He quoted the Soviet Prime Minister
as saying that: . :

“Wherever a Jew settles, the first thing he
does is build a synagogue.

. “Of the thousands of Soviet cltizens who
have toured abroad, only three failed to re-
turn. All of them were Jews. . R

“# * * He [Khrushchev] agreed with
Stalin that the Crimea, which had been de-
populated at the war’s end, should not be
turned into a Jewish colonization center, be-
cause, In case of war, it would be turned into
& base for attacking the U.S.S.R.

“'I was much disturbed by the above re-
marks,” concluded Mr. Salsberg. ‘They re-
flect & backward prejudice against the Jewish
group as a people.” * * * Khrushchev’s state~
ments smack of White Russian chauvi-
nism * * * hisg approach to the problem of
Jewish nationality is an unforgiveable vio-
lation of social democracy. If Khrushchev's
distrust of the Jewish people is warranted,
then this is a terrible indictment, not of
Soviet Jewry. but of Stalinist crimes and of
distortions in the nationalities policy, in par-
ticular as it is applied to the Jewish people.’

This 1s the Khrushehev who today accuses
Konrad Adenauer of being another Hitler,

EcoNOMIC AND SoCIAL COUNCIL: 37TH
SESSION

(Statement by Ambassador Moshe Bartur,
Permanent Representative of Israel to the
European Office of the United Nations—
Geneva)

Mr. Chairman, my government and the
people of Israel have followed closely and
- with the deepest interest the work of ECOSOC
and its Committee on Human Rights with
regard to the problems of religlous intoler-
ance and racial discrimination. There is
no need for any explanation of this special
concern by Jews in general and the State of
Israel In particular. It flows naturally from
ancient and most recent historical experi-
ence alike. As I had ocacsion to point out
in a statement last year in the Human Rights
Commission, it is difficult, if not impossible,
to distinguish between various forms of
anti-Jewish movements and manifestations
of racial and religious discrimination. Relig-
lous and racial persecution derive from the
same source. Anti-Semitlsm constitutes an
age-old curse, of which mankind has not yet
been able to rid itself. It is our fervent hope
and desire that in our generation—experienc-
ing spectacular technological progress, when
medicine is' conquering blological diseases
affecting men—social thought, through in-
ternational action, might finally overcome
the scourge of discrimination and anti-
Semitism. We, therefore, welcome enthusi-
astically the progress achieved with regard
to the Convention on Racial Discrimination.
‘We believe that the article on anti-Semitism
as suggested by the Unilted States is vitally
important and extremely topical and we hope
that 1t will be included in the final draft.
We likewise welcome the detailed suggestions
in the report of the subcommission with re-
gard to the subject of religlous intolerance.
However, we have to evaluate this progress
in the light of the actual situation, and,
alas, here the facts are extremely disquieting.
There is certalnly no room for complacence
‘when reviewing the state of affairs in a real-
istic manner. Irrespective of social systerns
and environments anti-Semitism remains an
endemic disease in many countries causing,
from time to time, dangerous outbreaks in
varlous parts of the world. There is only one
consolation, At present almost nowhere
1s it taking the form of a declared government
policy; on the contrary, international con-
sclence—and here we gladly recognize the
declsive role of United Nations work—is, so

we hope and believe, creating. a climate in
which active racifal and religious persecu-
tion filnds 1t progressively more difficult to
survive, and we trust will finally be over-
come and eliminated. This makes it the
more urgent to deal with it openly and cour-
ageously In those areas where it still exists
in a most acute form. I am referring espe-
clally to the problem with regard to the larg-
est Jewlsh community in Europe. Here we
are conironted with a situation causing the
deepest anxlety and one which 18 indeed of a
most dramatlc character for two main rea-
sons: First, it 1s one of the largest Jewish
communities surviving the Nazl massacre—
approximately 3 million people. Secondly,
this community is part of a highly organized
State and society where central authority
influences and directs all spheres of eco-
pomic and cultural activity. And here we
witness a systematic attempt to dispossess
the Jewlsh community of its religlous, cul-
tural, and linguistic heritage. Opportunity
and facilities for Jewish education are de-
nied; fties and communication wlth other
Jewish communities In Israel or elsewhere
are prevented; a systematic campalgn of In-
doctrination proclaims the duty of bringing
about the severance of the historical con-
tinuity and the complete extinetion of na-
tional identity.

It is true, there is no persecution in the
physical sense of the word, But Is not the
campalgn of artificial assimilation enforced
by the strong apparatus of a powerful State
almost as grave a phenomenon?

I know ‘that the representatives of the
Government concerned do not accept this
factiul analysis. They try to describe as-
slmilation as a result of the spontaneous
wish of the Jews themselves. But if so, what
need would there then be to deny the Jewish
communlty free access and communication
with their coreliglonists abroad? Why then
are Jews In thils country not free if they wish
to Join thelr familles abroad—in Israel or
elsewhere?

We are accustomed to hear another argu-
ment brought forward in apology, when at-
tention 1s called to the situation of the Jews
in the country referred to. This is some-
times characterized as flowing from senti-
ments of hostility toward & certain ideo-
logical or political system. Any such con-
tentlon represents a dangerous misunder~
standing, preventing realistic analysis and
constructive approach toward a solution of
the Jewlsh problem in this country.

May I state most emphatically, Mr. Chair-
man, that my Government, in raising these
palnful matters, 1s motivated by two con-
slderatlons only: (1) Our obvious moral
duty to call attention to a serlous situation
understandably very close to our heart.
(2) We are convinced that this situation is
an obstacle in the way of necessary moral
and  spiritual rapprochement of powers
and groups of countries, which must go to-
gether with the generally desired rellef in
world tension,

Indeed, our deep worry In view of the
sltuation described is shared by many who
can certainly not be suspected of any un-
favorable bias toward the country concerned
and 1ts system. May I prove this submission
by some quotations:

In May and June this year Mr. Paul Novick,
the editor of the only Communist daily news-
baper published in the Unlted States—the
“Morning Freihait,” which deals with the
thesis of “Voluntary Assimilation’—in a se-
ries of three exiremely interesting articles,
said:

“The line of forced assimilation which
began with the Stalin cult has in the maln,
remained intact.” Y

-Certainly the editor of this Communist
newspaper which, as it happens, is printed
In Yiddish, cannot be accused of being “cold
warmonger”, Maoreover, he bases his.conten=~
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tions on a quotation from Lenin's writings
as follows: .

“Every citizen would be able to demand
the rescinding of orders that would, for
example, prohibit the hiring at state ex-

pense, of teachers of the Jewish language,

Jewish history, and so forth, or the provi-
sion of state-owned premises for lectures for
Jewish, Armenlan or Rumanian children,
or even for one Georgian child.”

Then with regard to religlous discrimina-
tlon and indigenocus anti-Semitism, may we
call as witness the theoretical organ of the
Communist Party in the United States.

“Political Affairs,” which writes, under
the heading “Soviet Anti-Semitism: The
Kitchko Book”:

“While the Greek Orthodox Church can

Jmanage to provide for its needs in the way

of religious articles, the synagogues cannot,
and are therefore deprived of access to such
things as tallisim, tfillin and prayer books.
The crude antiregilionism which pervades
much of the current antireligious propaganda,
and the failure to appreciate sufficlently the
special situation of the Jewish religion in
these respects are, we believe, central factors
in explaining such seemingly pointless ac-
tions as the creation of difficulties In secur-
Ing matzos for the Passover, actions which
give encouragement, even though unintend-
ed, to remnants of anti-Semitism at home.”

The attitude of the editors of this official
publication is no less forthright on the ques-
tlon whether the government is or is not
doing enough to.combat this indigenous
anti-Semitism.

After emphasizing: '

“the great tenacity of national and racial
prejudice and the need to wage relentles
ldeological war agailnst it.” -

They write:

“It 1s, we belleve, an unjustified feeling
that the fight is over, and consequéntly an
Insensitivity to continued expressions of anti-
Semitism and a fallure to see the need of an
open campalgn -to eradicate every vestige of
1t, that account for the appearance of such
monstrosities as Judaism Without Embellish-
ment.”

{Similar quotations may be found in the -

Communist press of France, Italy, and other
countries.)

The reference is to the notorious anti-
Semitic book by Kitchko, which was pub-
lished by the Academy of Sclence of a certain
Republic and which was allegedly withdrawn
from distribution followlng worldwide puh-

g indignation. But unfortunately books of

no less poisonous character are still being
distributed in hundreds of thousands of
copies.

May I beg your indulgence, Mr, Chalrman,
for a few more minutes in order to acquaint
the Council considering the report of the
Human Rights Commission with the problem
In all its frightening seriousness.
tration, some quotations from sources inside
the country concerned. I am referring to
two books, one published in 1362; namely, a
translated reprint of an 18th century anti-
Semltic tract entitled “Image of the Salnts”
now reissued In a large popular edition leav-
ing the reader with the impression that he
is confronted with a modern, up-to-date ex-
position of the case. The second book pub-
iished in 1963, likewise in a large popular
edition entitled “Catechism in Tts Trus
Colour” written by a certain Mr. Osipov.

“The Hebrews, rendered rebellious and
fanatical by the antisocial principles of their
religlon, were always far from submissive
to those that ruled over them. Elated by
the valn tricks that their proests and vi-
slonaries performed, they became very diffi-
cult subjects and neighbors. Devold of all
morality and blinded by superstition, they
considered holy and praiseworthy all and
any means to put a stop to or palliate the
evils which they had brought upon them-
gelves. Although the idol worshipers were
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usually extremely tolerant of other culis)!
they found themselves forced to persecute’
the Jews, whose religion rendered them sedi-
tious, eruel, and hostile to all foreign powers.
Such would appear tc be the real cause of
the persecution and iil treatment that the
Jews had continuously tc suffer at the hands
of thelr pagan rulers. They were always
restive under the foreign yoke and their
visionaries did everything to encourage this
undesirable dispositioa which could not but
render them more una2appy. The Jews have
always, due to thelr religion, been the ene-
mies of the rest of mankind, so IL 1s naturgt
that mankind should aiwaya have been hog-
tile to them and souzht to do them harm.”
(Tableau des Saints by Paul Henri Thlry,
Baron of Holbach, pr. 41-42.)

“We cannot therelore be surprised that
such a people should slways have been cruei,
perfidious, rebelllous, intolerant, and false,
not that the fatal impetus in that direction,
first given them by Moses and other fanatiaos,
should have made thelr nature what it still
is today. This depravity, sanctioned by re-
ligion, was the just cause of the sulferings,
mishaps, and ilitreatment undergone by
Jews In mearly all the ages.” (Tableau des
Saints, by Paul Henr! Thiry, Baron of Hol-
bach, p. 43.) -

“As & resulf of these religlous principies,
established by Mose: and upheld by his suc-
cessors, the Jews bave always ignored the
most fundamental moral obligations and
principles of human law. ©Outside of thelr
own circle nothing was sacred to them. Be-
havior that was intolerant, cruel, Inhumsan,
theft, treachery, &nd perfidy were cam-
manded as being agreeable to God, In &
word, the Israeliten were a people of brig-
anda.” (Tableau des Saints, by Paul Henrl
Thiry, Baron of Holach, p. 68.)

“Where Jews are concerned, the main and
only bloodsucker tirns out to be God him-
self. As the Mighty One, he appropriates the
Hon’s share of the catch, and Arst and fore-
most it ‘strong’ part—blood. He nourished
himself with 1t, tecame strong at the:ex-
pense of his earttly subjects, just like the
immortal Kaschel of the Russian popular
tales. Yes, the Jewish God resembles
Kaschel both In character and actigns.”
(Moscow Gospolitizdat—State Publishing
House for Politica’ Literature—-1863, p. 378.)

“The first thing we come ncross i5 the
preaching of intolerance, the bloody extgrmi-
nation of peoples af other falths, the land of
which the Jews themselves prepared to
seize—God recommends real ractal discrimi-
natlon of the Jews.” (Moscow Gospalitiz-
dat—S8tate Publiuhing House for Polltleal
Literature—1063, p, 281.)

In referring to the Ten Commanddients,
Mr. Osipov conclades: '

“A greedy sllver-loving clergy, afrald to
leave a single plece on somebody -else's
plate.”

Mr. Chairman, these are excerpts as I gaid,
one from a book published In 19863, issucd
in 175,000 coples the second written by Mr,
Osipov, printed 1a 1963 and issued in 105,000
coples, both by the State Publishing House
for Political Literature. Unfortunately there
are publications of polsonous racial content
in many countries, siandering Negroes, Jews,
and other minorities, but nowhere with the
exception of the country concerned arg these
publications spcnsored or issued under the
ausplces of governments, by state publishing
houses or national academles. :

Mr. Chairmarn, I trust you will appreciate
that i public opinion s thus guided by
state publishing houses snd national acad-
emies of science, there 18 Indeed very reason
for urgent alarri. We believe that the coun-
cil would fall In its duty if taking them
iightly.

May I come back for a moment to a point
I referred to eavller in my remarks. I am re-
ferring to the acute human problem of re-
union of familtes. The Second World War,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

the changes tnn international Ifrontlers in
Europe. and the general destruction and up-
rooting of Buropean Jewry, caused thousands
of tam‘iles to be broken up, blown away, 8s
it were, in difterent directions thousands «f
kilometers apart. The principle of reunlon
has besn universally recognized and in many
cases also in the area referred to is it implos
mented— for exampie, In the case of familiog
of Polish. Armentan, and other nationalities.
In the case of Jewish families, administrative
and other hurdles stlll block the path
those who ardently destre to join thelr fami-
iies in Israel or elsewhere.

It 15 high time, we belleve, for the na-
tional authorities concerned most direct y,
as we'l ns for the international communt.y,
to take constructive and urgent action so as
to reriedy an insufferable sttuation for mli-
lons 2f people gravely affected In their baslc
bumsan, religious, and cultural rights. Thair
s{tuation {s, we are convinced, flagrantly in-
compitible with the spirit of our time -and
the convictions and desires of the famlly of
nations.

{From Survey, August 1564}
THz 8TATUS OF Jews IN THE Sovier UN oW

(Our constitution proclaims the equaiity
the -itizens of the U.S.8.R. irrespective of
their natlonality and race, and declares that
“any advocacy of raciatl or national exclus ve-
ness. or batred, or contempt is punishuble
by lww""—NmEIraA KHRUSHCHEY.)

‘There are, officially, 108 nationalities in the
Soviet Union. TUnder Soviet law Jews are
formally recognized as a nationality group—
the 1ith largest in the U.BB8R. A Jewish
youfth at 16 appears—aa does cvery Scviet
citisen—before the local registrar to oktain
his internal “passport.” This i3 a personal
ldentity card which he will use the rest of
his 1lifte; {for education, work, residunce,
travel. It lists his nationality: Yevrei, ‘or &
Jew .}

The 18-year-old will provide the registrar
with cdocuments specifying the nationality of
each of his parents. If both are Jewlist., his
nationality is the same. If his parents are
of different nationalities, he has the oation
of choosing either one. Mixed marriapes of
this Kind are atyplical, so the aptlon I» not
& slgnificant factor in the Soviet population
paztern.

Soviet Jewish population is just under

J million

An official census* counted 2,288,000 Jews
in the U8B R.—1.00 percent of the 3oviet
population. Some observera contend “hat 8
miilion 18 8 more accurate estimate; since

. census takers accepted s respondents an-

swers without checking his documents many
Jews, particulerly those married to non-Jews,
cculd have suppressed their Jewish origin.
But given the psychological factors that op-
eiate in Soviet soclety It Is unlikely that =
great number would hide the truth Nhom an
oficial census taker. The actual nuniber of
J2ws Is prohably higher than the offic’al sta-
t:stics, but not as high as 8 million.

The Naz! barbarism of World War 1I deci-
niated Soviet Jewry. A 1939 census rucorded
8,020,000 Jews. During 1839-41., 1900000
were added through the USSR.'s tnnexa-
tions of Western 1ands. An estimatec 2,600,-
{00 were kilied, dispersed, or otherwise lost
during the war.

In urbanized areas, where 95 percent llves,
the Jewish populalion rank Is high, probably
Ath3

*In March 1984 Premier Khrushchev in-
dicated that the Internal passport may be
superseded by “a labor identification docu-
ment” which would not emphasize nation-
ality.

* January 1958.

= Only Russtans, Ukrainians and robably
Byelorussians and Tatarsa have mors city
adwellers.
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Most Jews reside in the three major West-
ern republics: Russian Federation, 38 per-
cent; Ukralne, 37 percent; Byelorussls, 7 per-
cent. Another 15 percent lives in six other
Soviet Republica; the remaining $5.000 are
scattered In two Caucasus and four Central
Asian republics.

There are, broadly speaking, three types of
Jewish groups in the US.S8.R.:

1. Those who have lived in the major Slavic
republics since the October Revolution; they
have been subject to the Russification proc-
ess for almost two generations.

2. Those who live in territories annexed
by the Soviet Union during 1939-41—Western
Byelorussia, Gallela, Ruthenla, Latvia, Es-
tonle, Lithuania, Bessarabla, and Bukovina.
Less “communlzed,” they have deeper aware-
ness of thelr Jewish tradition.

3. The Eastern Jews of Bokhara, Daghes-
tan, and Georgla. This s a group with an
anclent lineage; here the Jewlsh religion is
strong, although the Yiddish culture com-
monly assoclated with East European Jews
does not exlst.

In the 1958 census, 400,000 Jews—about
18 perceni—Ilisted Yiddish as their “native
language.” This I8 the lowest proportion
among a1l Soviet nationalitles that are iden-
tified with a natlonal language. (Corre-
sponding figures for other major Soviet na-
tionaiities range from 78 percent to the high
nineties.) But the proportion who use Yid-
dish 18 understandably higher in the Western
borderlands were Communist rule began in
1830-41. In Riga (Latvia) 48 percent of the
Jews ldentified Yiddish as their language, in
Vilna and Kovno (Lithuania) 63 percent.
And sccording to a Sovlet Jewlsh researcher,
Yakov Kantor, the number using Yiddish In
the Ukraine, Hyelorussia, and Moldavia is
higher than the 18-percent average for the
UBS8R. Kantor's study also reporis that
many Jews who know and use Yiddish dig
pot list 1t as their native Ianguage. “Many
people who speak and read Yiddish, enjoy
¥iddish books and appreciate Yiddish plays,
nevertheless gave [to the census taker] Rus-
slan as thelr language since they spoke Rus-
stan at work, in the street and, to an extent,
at home.” ¢

In addition to according.legal recognition
to & Jewish nationallty, the Soviet Union
also formally recognizes the Jewish religion.
The Council of Affairs of Religlous Cults, a
five-member pgovernment body, i8 charged
with servicing the needs of non-Orthodox
groups in the UB.8R. In 1960, 5 member of
the council reported there were 500,000 ob-
servant Jews in the Sovlet Union.

A dugl community of religion and
nationalily

This dual character for the Jewlish com-
munity s unique in Sovlet society and makes
for special dificultles. (Other minority reli-
gious groups-——Catholics, Baptists, Moslems,
Lutherans, DBuddhists—are not linked di-
rectly to a mationality.) An attack upon
Judalem by an atheistically orlented Com-
munist Party can hardly avold being Inter-
preted by the Bovlet people, particularly So-
viet Jews, 88 an attack upon the Jewish
nationelity,

Two other characteristics distinguish the
Jewish communtty from most Soviet minor-
itles.

First, 1ts dispersal throughout the U.S.8.R.
Efforts in the 19308 to establish an autono-

¢ Bleter far Qesichte XV (1862-63), pub-
Itshed In Warsaw, 1961, Kantor uses the
oft-guoted figure of 20.8 percent as the ratio
of Jews who reported Yiddish as their “na-
tive language.” The difference in figures is
attributable to the fact that the “native”
language” of Jews living in Georgla, Daghes-
tan and Central Asia is a language other than
Tiddish. In any case, the Yiddish-speaking
element In the U.S.8R., as Eantor shows, 1s
much greater than the census figure suggests.
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mous Jewish republic in Birobidjan by en-
couraging Jewish migration there foun-
dered on the indifference of Soviet Jews for
whom the area held little attraction and no
historical sentiment. Today, only 14,000
Jews, less than 9 percent of its population,
live in Birobidjan.

Second, Soviet Jewry’s ties of peoplehood,
through religion and folklore, with a world
Jewry that 1s concentrated in Western lands.
This tends to make Soviet Jews vulnerable in
the suspicious eyes of the Russians, a sus-
piclon heightened by the East-West cold
war.

Soviet Jews cannot escape being appre-
hensive about their vulnerability. They
remember the post-war years when the
Stalinist mania for what is now called the
cult of personality expressed itself, among
other ways, in antl-Jewish terror. It began
In 1948 with an anticosmopolitan campaign
in the press that implied many Jews were
disloyal. Yiddish institutions were dis-
mantled and the Jewish cultural movement
was stifled. In 1952 26 leading Jewish intel-
lectuals were secretly trled and executed.
During the “black years” of 1948-53 hun-
dreds of Jewish leaders were sent to concen-
tration camps, from which many never re-
turned. Others were removed from thelr
jobs. The despair among Soviet Jews was so
intense that many had their belongings
packed, expecting exlle to the Far East., The
climax came in January, 1953 when, after 4
years of heightened and stimulated suspicion
against Jews, Pravda helped create a pogram
atmosphere by charging that Jewish mur-
der-physicians had planned to assassinate
Soviet. military and civillan leaders in a
doctors’ plot.

After Stalin’s death, exposure of the plot
as a hoax ended the physical threat to Jews.
But the fears still Iinger, especlally since
‘the present regime has made only half-
-hearted efforts to condemn the anti-Semitic
aspects of the black years and rehabilitate
its victims.

I. THE DENIAL OF CULTURAL RIGHTS

The Soviet Union takes pride in its na-
tionality policy. When he addressed the
United Nations General Assembly in Septem-~
ber 1960, Premier Khrushchev made a special
point of describing its achievements, par-
ticularly the transformation into an ad-
vanced soclal and cultural status of back-
-ward natlonality groups that had been kept
In subjugation In the czar’s prison of
nations.

Yiddish culture flourished until late in the
1930°s

In the early days of the U.S.S.R. the
Council of People’s Commissars laid down
the principle of free development of the na-
tional minorities and ethnographic groups
which live within Soviet Russia. There were
regulations guarahteeing to national minori-
tles the right to their own language, to have
if taught in schools, published In newspapers
and used in the courts, and to develop indi-
vidual cultures that would be nationsl in
form and soclalist in content. These rights,
for the most part, have been implemented,
even for the 12,000 Chukehi, smallest na-
tionality group in the Soviet Union.

The Jews are the singular exception. They
are denled the cultural institutions—schools,
theaters, press, literature—enjoyed by vir-
tually every other national minority.

This was not always so. In the 1920's and
1930's there was an extensive system of Yid-
dish schools. As late as 1940 (notwithstand-
ing a continuing decline just before World
War II it enrolled 90,000 youngsters. Since
the 1940’s there has not been a single Yiddish
or Hebrew school in the entire U.S.S.R5

S Ironically, a new 766-page Hebrew-Rus-
sian dictionary, compiled by the late Prof.
F. L. 8hapiro, was recently published in Mos-
cow. : :
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In the 1930's there were almost a score of
permanent- Jewish theatrical companies.
Directors and actors were trained in the
Jewish Department of the Kiev Dramatic
Institute and at the Jewlsh Theater College
in Moscow and the Jewish State Theater in
Minsk, The Yiddish Art Theater in Moscow,
ranked among the best Soviet dramatic the-
aters, was closed down by Stalin in 1949, its
leading actor, Solomon Mikhoels, having
been murdered in 1948 by the secret police.
There is no permanent Yiddish theater in
the U.S8.S.R. today® By contrast, the 130,000
Gypstes in the Soviet Union have one in
Moscow, and the Government of Communist
Poland, where only 30,000 Jews remain, still
maintaing the famous Kaminska Yiddish
Theater of Warsaw.

A Yiddish press and literature once
flourished in the U'S.S.R. Prior to World War
II there were three daily newspapers and five
lterary journals. In 1948 all of them dis-
appeared. There Is no longer any Yiddish
daily” But the Maris, a small natlonality
group (604,000 population), has 7 news-
bapers; the Yakuts (236,000) have 10.

In August 1961, Sovietish Heimland, a bi-
monthly literary review, began publication—
the first Yiddish magazine to appear in the
U.S.8.R. in 14 years. The idea had been dis-
cussed for 8 years. The magazine began with
a limited press run of 25,000 copies. The
likelihood is that it would never have ap-
peared except for outside pressures chal-
lenging the discriminatory Soviet policy to-
ward Yiddish culture. Soviet Minister of
Culture Yekaterina Furtseva told Andre
Blumel, vice chairman of the Franco-Soviet
Friendship Soclety, that if the Soviet Union
did anything at all for Yiddish culture “it
would not be for domestic reasons but to
please our friends abroad,” s

Some critics at first dismissed Sovietish
Heimland as a forum for Communist litera-
ture with little material about Jewish life in
the Soviet Union or abroad. But an analysis
of 1ts first 3 years shows 320 articles by
some 100 Jewish authors, and many of the
stories and poems have meaningful Jewish
content. In the absence of any other Jewish
secular Institution, the magazine has estab-
lished 1tself as a focal point of Yiddish ac-
tivity, organizing a number of discussions
and conferences, one of which was attended
by 700 persons. The Soviet's Union of
Writers has expressed satisfaction with Sovi-
etish Helmland, and recently its size has
been Increased to meet a growing interest.

During 19383-37 g single Yiddish publish-

‘ing house turned out 852 books (6,250,000

coples). In 1939, 839 Yiddish books were
published. Between 1948 and 1968—none.
Since then 5 Yiddish works—380,000 copies
of each—have been authorized® None is by
8 living Soviet writer. No work has appeared

¢In 1962 a traveling troupe headed by Ben-
famin Schwartser toured the Ukralne and
Central Asia for 2 months, then, in February
1968, played four performances in Moscow of
Sholem Aleichem'’s Tevye, the Milkman in
Yiddish. An audience of 800 cheered the
opening night. :

7 Birobidjaner Shtern, a small triweekly
of 1,600 circulation, 1s published 1n Yiddish
in Birobidjan. For a time, thousands of So-
viet Jews subscribed to the Yiddish language
Die Folksstimme, published in Warsaw., So-
viet authorities halted the practice.

They met In Moscow in 1960. Gen.
David Dragunsky, a Soviet spokesman on
Jewish 1issues, made the same admission
when he was Interviewed in Paris a year later.
Discussing the few Yiddish books that had
been published, the General sald: ‘Frankly
speaking, they are being published more for
political reasons than in answer to a real
need.”

°One additional work—a complilation of
bleces of former Birobidjan Jewish writers—
has also been approved.
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during the last 2 years. By comparison, 49
books were published in 1962 in the Mart
language; 109 in the Yakut language. Among
larger nationallties (but not as large as the
Jewlsh group) there were 6,080 books pub-
lished in Uzbek between 1046 and 1956, 4,548
in Kazakh.

Yiddish concerts are the single cultural
medium still widely prevalent, and they have
& standing room only popularity. The Min-
istry of Culture reported that in 1957 alone
there were 3,000 such concerts, averaging
1,000 paid admissions each—a total attend-
ance (Jews and non-Jews) of 3 million. Be-
tween June 1960 and June 1961, says Soviet-
1sh Heimland Editor Aron Vergells, more
than 300,000 Jews attended concerts featur-
ing the few active Yiddish artists such as the
famed Nechama TLifshutz*® When Jan
Peerce, the Metropolitan Opera tenor, per-
formed in the Soviet Union in May 1963 he
drew sell-out houses and thunderous ova-
tlons for his Hebrew and Yiddish songs.

Jewish folklore is denied the freedom to
perpetuaie

About 40 Jewish folksongs have been re-
corded and released by the Ministry of Cul-
ture. A book of 150 folksongs, printed in
Yiddish. and Russian, has been published
(but in an edition of only a few hundred
copiés). A conference of Jewish composers
and artists held late in 1961 in the offices of
Sovietish Helmland dealt with the future of
Jewish musle in the U.S.S.R. According - to
a report from Moscow, the discussion cen-
tered on the need to introduce themes of the
present into Jewish songs.

Notwithstanding thelr immense popu-
larity, “one wonders how long the concerts
can continue,” writes journalist Maurice
Hindus, a close observer of the Soviet scene.
“The performers are nearly all former actors
and actresses of Yiddish theaters, They are
adyanced in years and there is no school to
train young talent. In a country that has
earnestly dedicated itself to convert folk-
lore into one of the great arts of our times,
Jews are the only people deprived of the
opportunity to perpetuate their folklore.
There is no Jewish clubhouse anywhere in
the Soviet Union, not a single theatrical
school to +traln professional performers.
When the performers of today pass from life,
they will carry with them to their graves the
one cultural heritage that the Soviets
allow.” 1t .

How do Soviet: authorities Justify their
dismantling of Jewish cultural Hfe? One ex-
blanation they give 1s that Jewish dispersal
in Soviet Russia means a.burdensome cost
to finance cultural institutions. Khrushchev
told a vistlor, Prof. Jerome Davis: 12

“If we have 7-year schools for Jews in
the Jewish language, where could the gradu-
ates go? ‘We would have to establish 10-
year schools and special universities for them,
The Jews are dispersed and engulfed in the
culture where they: live. If they want to
create a state within our borders, like Biro-
bidjan, nobody is agalnst this. But to set
up separate schools all over Russia would be
expensive.” ’

Since most Soviet nationalities are con-
centrated in thelr own territories, 1t simpli-
fles the development of their cultural insti~-
tutions. Yet the Soviet Government has
not been unwilling to encourage the cultural
growth of small nationalities. The Tadzhik
minority that lives In the Uszbek Republic
and Poles living in Byelorussia and Lith-
uania are secure In thelr cultural rights.
Since 1955, more than 1 million Volga Ger-

* There was also an amateur Jewish choral
group of 100 in Riga that reportedly dis-
banded in late 1963. A small choral group
performs in Vilna. Recently a Yiddish conw
cert troupe was formed in Leningrad.

1 “House Without a Roof,” 1961.

12 1957.
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mans (who in 1841 wer: forcibly transported |

to Biberia and the Urals, then allowed fo re-

establish themselves Efter the Wwar), have'

had Germen-languagé schools, a weekly
journal published Iin Moscow, & nrewspaper
published in the Alta’ region. In Russian

schools where German children are enrolied, :
Radio sta-.
tions in Alma Ata aad Tselinograd carry.

the Cterman language s taught.

regular German languege programs.

Another justificatior given by the Sovletsf

is that Jews are assimilating and do not.
want to retain a Yiddish culture. “Even ir
Jewish Bchools were 2stablished, very fow
would attend them voluntarily,” Khru-
schev told a delegation of French Socialista
in 1956. “A university in the Yiddish lan=<
guage could never be established, there would
not be a sufficient number of students. With
regard to Yiddish or Hebrew, there is no de-
mand for their use In the state administra<
tlon and in Soviet ins:itutions. If the Jewa
were compelled to attend Jewish schoolsd
there would certainly be a revolt. It would
be considered some kind of ghetto. The
Jewlsh theater pined away for lack
audiences.” 2 i
The mssimilatory pracess has undoubtedly
affected large numbers of Jews. But the
stubborn fact s thati 1B percent of Soviet
Jewry (in Western areas the ratlo is much
higher) considers Yiddish its native tongue,
and many more understand and sppreciate
it. A leading Soviet linguist, M. Friedberg.
chalienged as "wholly incorrect” an articie
in the Soviet Encyclopedia which claimedl
viddish is disappearing and the Soviet Jewr
ish minority 18 on the road to complete
linguistic assimilaticn. Friedberg pointed
specifically to compact Jewish communities
in the Ukralne and Byelorussia as centers
of Yiddish speech. 7he hundreds of thou-
sands of Jews who ficck to the Yiddish con-
certs and the brisk sale of the few Yiddish
books and publications available similarly
testify to the vitality of the language. :
More pertinent, perhaps, is the apparely
determination of Sovlet authoritles to viti-
ate the high degree of Jewish consciousnegs
that still exists. Since 1948 the Boviet Gov-
ernment has followtd & policy—with only
slight modification ir. the last few years—ofl
suppressing any instivutional framework that
might invigorate and gustain a Yiddish cul-
ture. The new program of the Soviet Conli-
munist Party speaks of the uitimatie Com-~
munist objectlve Bs the effacement of ng-
tional distinctions * * * Including language
distinctlons, but it also emphasizes that, for
the time being, the party must guarantpe
the complete freedora of each citizen of the
TU.S8.R. to speak ard to rear and educate
his children in any anguage, ruling out ail
privileges, restrictions, or compulsion 1n the
use of this or that language. This freeddm
obviousty does not extend to Jews. ;

Soviets shrug off the 6 million martyr&

There are other tuctles with which Boviet
leadership seeks to 2rase & consciousness ‘of
the Jewlsh past. Soviet textbooks pointedly
falled to mentlon the cultural contributians
of Jews, although the culture of other mhn-
oritles is treated ltbzrally. The first edition
of the “Large Soviet Encyclopedia”™ carricd
116 pages about Jew3. The second and pres-

18 Anastas Mikoyan repeated this theme be-
fore the U.N. Correspondent’s Assoclation
(Jenuary 5, 1969), arguing: “The Jewlsh
population has merged with Russians in Rus-
slan culture so fully that Jews participhte
in general culturé and lterature, on the Rua-
sinn stage and in Russian literature. There
are many Jewish writere who consider them-
selves Russian and prefer to write in Rus-
slan.” ;

And Madam Furtseva told Blumel (Jén-
uary 1881) that the move toward assimila-
tion 18 B0 great, Jews “may feel hurt if we
push them toward Viddish.” :

ent edition reduced thls to two pages.™ Tht
martyrdom of Soviet Jews during the Nazi
ara 18 given little attenton. Babl Yar, thu
site nerr Eiev of the mass annihilation ol
100,000 Jews by the Nazlis, was to have bceh
commermorated with a memortal. This wai
abandoned; Instead thers were reports thas
& park and stadium were to be built on thy
site of -he massacre. A distinguished Soviet
writer, Vixtor Nekrasov, asked in Literatur-
naia Gazeta: *

“Is this possible? Who could have thought
of such a thing? To 811 a ravine and on th3
site of such & colossal tragedy to make merry
and pliy football? No, this must not bs
allowed.”

Poet Yevgeny Yevtushenko stung officis]
indifference to Jewish martyrdom when he
recited his new poem, “Babl Yar,” before &
meass meeting of 1,500 persona: ¥

“There are no monuments over Babt Yar
The steep slope 18 the only gravestone,
- * L] * -

“The trees look sternly Iike judges.
Everything here shrieks silentiy.”

Officialdom struck back. One Bovist
writer, Alexei Markov, gquestioned Yevtu-
shenkc's patriotism, insisting the poet hed
defled Russian crewcui lads who bad died
in bat:le against the Nazis. Another critic,
Dmitri Starikov, denounced Yevtushenkc's
poem 318 & provocation and a monstrous -
gult t» the Boviet people. The poet Wis
warned against taking further steps into s
foul, ewampy quagmire.

Khrushchev had the final word. On March
§. 1065, at 8 Kremlin mecting of artists and
writers, he justified the criticism, saying
Yevtushenko “did not display poilltical ma-
turity and showed ignorance of the historical
facts.” Knrushchev also complained that tae
poem was oriented to a national martyrdcm
whereis Communists must approach sitva-
tions ‘rom a class viewpoint.”

It would be wrong to say that Soviet au-
thorities have completely ignored the fict
of Jewish martyrdom. Forelgn Minlser
Andrei Gromyko made a moving speech on
the theme 16 years ago at the UN. Geneal
Asgerrbly. A leading Soviet publicist and
playwright, A. Eorneichuk, spoke of it In
an address before the Supreme Boviet In
1982 A few Boviet novelists—Viadirilr
Belyayev, Vadim Kozhevntkow, Viadiralr
Bondurets—have also dealt with the theiae,
and 2 yecars ago the Soviet Latvian Reputlle

JR——

u gurprisingly. the new Ukrainian En2y-
clopelis, with 8 of its projected 18
volures atready published, devotes consider-
able space to Jewlsh writers and literatire,
the Yiddish language and the Jewlsh peopls
geneially, including a lengthy account of :he
history of Jews in the Ukralne going back to
the 10th Century. Also, 8 new Bhort Literary
Ency:iopedia, the first volume of which ip-
peared In 1963, carries lengthy and sym-
pathaotic articles on & great number of Jw-
ish writers, Inciuding those who, like Chalm
Bialik, wrote principally {n Hebrew.

¥ Oct. 10, 1959,

#Sept. 16, 1961, in Moscow. “Babl Yar”
was later printed In Literaturnata Gazett.

1t 15 {llustrate this Kbrushchev related 8
series of episodes in which™ various Jows,
some “good” and some “bad" from & Cominu-
nist viewpoint, stood on opposite sides of the
class. struggle. He concluded with a stor’ in
gquestionable taste 1o which & Jew named
Kogun was supposed to have served #8 &
translator in the hendquarters of Nazi Fleld
Marshell Von Paulus and, by contrast, an-
other Jew, Vinokur, was political comiy 1sar
of & brigade that took part in Von Pat Jus’
capture.

= Two years earller (Jan. 14, 1860} Ehru-
shchev, in s speech to the Bupreme Soret,
quoed a letter from Lord Russell to the lon-
don Times that mede reference to Nazl per-
secution of Jews.

(—-—
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produced a documentary film on the liqulda-
tion of the Minsk Jewish community. There
have been several Soviet trials of Nazli col-
laborators who had a hand in the exterminea-
tion of Jews, and Soviet authorities made
evidence of anti-Jewlsh war crimes available
to 8 West German court In Coblenz.

But these are sprinkled exceptions. The
customary Sovlet sttitude is to shrug off or
ignore the martyrdom of 6 million Jews,
Or, as with Yevtashenko, condemn those
who recall its grim tragedtes. The Elchmann
trial was deliberaely played down in the
Soviet presst®* ‘The “Diary of Anne Frank,”
a worldwide stage hit, “literally brought the
house down”—the quote is from Tass, the
Soviet news agency-—when 1t was finally per-
formed in Moscow last year by a visiting
Italian repertory group. It has had no other
performances in the Soviet Union, The rep-
ertory company, which gave flve perform-
ances each of its other scheduled plays, was
limited to two showings of the Anne Frank
play. and then “only after considerable ne-
gotiations with Soviet authorities.” ® Last
year’s 20th sannjversary of the Warsaw
Ghetto uprising was similarlye minimized
(except in Bovietish Heimland which gave it
& speclal section). An Izvestia article on
the anniversary was little more than an at-
tack on West Germany. Sponsors of a great
commemoration in ‘Warsaw, (where some 900
foreign delegates aasembled) were disap-
pointed by the absence of any official Soviet
delegation. A single Soviet citlzen, a mem-
ber of the editoris] bosrd of Sovietish Heim-
land, attended.

A UNESCO convention adopted in 1860 re-
quires contracting states to respect “the
right of national minorities to carry on their
own educational actlvites, Including the
maintenance of echools, and * * * the use
or the tenching of their own language.” The
Soviet Unlon, though a confracting state,
has yet to live up to Its promise 50 far as
the Jewish nationality is concerned. In the
same way it has ralled to live up to its com-
mitments, formalized In constitutional stat-
utes and party programs, to assure the Jew-
ish community, as It does other ethnilc
groups, the means of national and cultural
expression.

II. THE BUPPRESSION OF JUDAISM

The Sovlet Coramunist Party, firmly com-~
mitted to sclentific materlalism, conducts a
vigorous ideological and propaganda cam-
paign against sall religlons. But this must be
distinguished from the obligations of the
Soviet Government toward religious groups,
since the Boviet constitution guarantees
freedom of worshiip. A leading authority on
religion in the Sovlet Union, Prof. John Cur-
tiss, in a careful analysis published in 1960,
found that the Soviet Government turns a
benevolent face soward most of the religious
organizations of the U.S.S:R. There is one
notable exception—Judaism.

Judaism is denied same status of other faiths

The Russian Orthodox Church has been
particularly favored.® Since World War II it
has been able to open seminarles, monas-
teries and parish churches, and its clerical
activities have expanded in many directions.
Leading Orthodox prelates are granted of-
fictal privileges, including invitations to im-
portant state functions. Testifying to what
Professor Curties calls Russian Orthodoxy’s
robust existence were 35,000 prlests and 20,-
000 parish churches organized into T3
dloceses, each headed by a metropolitan,

» Although the trial was extensively re-
ported in Polard, Hungary, and Czechoslo-
vakia,

» The New York Times, Apr. 12, 1963,

n "The Russian Orthodox Church—Orga-
nization, Situation, Activity,” a large hand-
some work published by the Moscow Patri-
archate In 1950; graphieally illustrates this.

Approved For Release 2005/01/27 : CIA-RDP66B00403R000200190010-7



1964

archbishop, or bishop. There were also 69
monasteries and convents, 2 theological acad~
emies and 8 seminaries with (as of 1956)
1,500 students.22

The same privileged status favors the Geor-
glan Orthodox and Armenian Orthodox
churches.

The Baptist denomination has also been
“flourishing” in the Soviet Union, Professor
Curtiss reported. U.S.8.R., an officlal Soviet
journal, tended to conflrm this in an article
that told of 5,500 Baptist parishes, each with
1ts own minister, deacon or preacher, and
a total membership of 540,000.2

The Lutherans, centered in Hstonia and
Latvia, have 350,000 congregants and (as of
1956) about 100 churches and 150 pastors.

Roman Catholiclsm has an extensive
structure in Lithuania with 740 priests
and in Latvia with 126 priests.® There is a
Catholic seminary in Riga, another in Kau-~
nas. Two bishops were consecrated in 1955,
a third in 1957,

Islam also enjoys considerable status in
the U.S.S.R. On several occasions the So-
viet Government has made alr transport
avellable fo fly large Moslem delegations

_Irom central Asia, the Caucasus and other
Boviet areas to Mecca and back.

The Soviets permit, even facilitate, ex-
change visits between native and foreign
delegations of the Orthodox Church, and of
Protestant and Islamic groups. They have
even been favorably disposed toward the es-
tablishment of permanent or semipermanent
institutional relationships. Thus, the Rus-
slan Orthodox Church, through a special
department, has regular relations with Or-
thodox churches in other countries and in
1962, by its admittance to membership into
the World Council of Churches, strength-
ened its ties with many Protestant denomi-
nations. In recent years, Orthodox clergy-
men have traveled on officlal tours to West-
ern countries.

Similarly, there are close officlal contacts
between Russian Baptists and their co-
religlonists abroad. A Soviet Baptist leader
has publicly reported that his church main-
tains contacts with almost all the Protestant
denominations in the world and that its rep-
resentatives have attended many interna-
tional congresses of the Baptists and other
Protestant groups.® Soviet authorities per-
mit Baptist seminarians, to engage In ad-
vanced study in England, Canada, and Swe-
den.

For years, Soviet Moslems have been asso-
clated with a World Congress of Moslems.
In October 1962 a conference of Soviet Mos-
lem leaders, meeting in Tashkent, was au-
thorized to establish a permanent depart-
ment for international relations, with head-
quarters in Moscow. The Soviet radio re~-
ported that delegations from ILebanon, the
Unlited Arab Republic, Guinea and Senegal
had attended a Moslem conference in the So-
viet Union and that a delegation of Soviet
Moslems had participated in an interna-
tlonal Islamic congress in Baghdad.” It also
reported that a number of Soviet Moslem
youths were studying at Al Azhar, a major
Islamic center of learning in the United
Arab Republic, and in Morocco.

Religlous contacts and cooperative enter-
prises of this nature are denled to Jews.
No delegation of observant Soviet Jews has
ever been permitted to visit its counterparts
abroad. Jewish religlous bodies outside the
Soviet Union are not allowed official con-

# A significant decline in the number of
Orthodox churches and institutions during
the past 2 years has been reported by Prot-
estant leaders,

2 June 1963 issue.

2 1954 statistics.

% 1959 statistics. .

*»U.S.8.R., June 1963,

2 April 1963,

tact with Soviet synagogues. A gift by the
Synagogue Council of Amerlca of miniature
Scrolls of Law to Rabbi Yehuda Leib Levin,
chief rabbi of Moscow, had to be delivered
through the Intermediary of a Russian Or-

" thodox delegation that was touring in the

United States.® Moscow’s Jews have been
warned agalnst having contacts with Israel
diplomats or other visiting Jews who might
come for prayer in the synagogue?® The
warning followed the arrest and conviction
of Jewish religious leaders in Leningrad and
Moscow on charges that included contacts
with Israel diplomats. :

USSR has never allowed a printing of Hebrew

Bible

It is Soviet poliey to restrict even internal
contact among its Jewish congregations.
Other maJjor religions ih the Soviet Union
are allowed to organize congresses and con-
ferences of religtous or lay leaders, and to
maintain central organizations—the Holy
Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church, the
All-Union Councll of Evangelical Christian-
Baptists, the National Ecclesiastical Assem-
bly of the Armenian Church, the Lutheran
Churches of Latvia and Estonia, the Moslem
Board for Central Asia and Kazakhstan—
that service a varlety of religlous needs.
Judalsm, on the other hand, is deprived of
any instrument that could help coordinate
or unite the Jewish group. There is ho cen-
tral federation of synagogues or council of
rabbls, Jewish religlous life is atomized,
each dongregation operating on its own and
having no official contact with any other
Jewlsh congregation. The Russian Orthodox
Church publishes a central organ, the Jour-
nal of the Moscow Patriarchate; the Bap-
tists have thelr Brotherly Herald; for Soviet
Jews, no religious periodical exists.

There are other officlal Soviet actions, clear-
1y discriminatory, designed to stifle Judaism.
Since 1917 the government has not permit-
ted publication of a Hebrew Bible. Yet in
1967 the Russian Orthodox were able to print
50,000 copies of a 1926 edition of thelr Bible;

a year later there were press runs of 10,000 .

Russian-language coples of a Baptist Bible
and 9,000 coples of the Koran in Arabic (a
language of religious study not spoken by
Soviet Moslems) 30

Prayer books are available in relatively suf-
ficient quantities for the major religions—
except Judalsm.® For the religious Jew, a
slddur (prayer book) Is a rare and precious
bossession. Until 1958, when a pitiful 3,000
coples were run off, none had been printed in
the Soviet Union. A New York Times corre-
spondent who attended Yom Kippur services
last year In Moscow’s Central Synagogue re-
ported only a “few lucky owners of prayer
books” among the “overflow crowd of several
thousand worshippers,” 32

Even so innocuous an item as a Iuach -

(Jewish calendar listing festival dates) is not
readily available to Soviet Jews. They have
had to depend on photographed copies of
calendars laboriously made by hand.® Most

* The delegation visited the United States
in April 1963. Efforts by the Synagogue
Council to invite the Chief Rabbi to visit
the United States have been futile.

® February 1962, The warning was re-
peated In October and Jewish congregants
in Moscow were told to avoid “shaking hands
with visitors generally.”

#In 1962 another edition of the Koran was
published by the Moslem Board of Central
Asla,

8In 1956, 25,000 coples of the Baptist
hymnal were printed. The Lutherans are
now preparing a new edition of their hymnal,

2 The New York Times, Sept, 29, 1963.

¥In one of their rare, sometimes unex-
plained shifts, the Soviets last September au-
thorized the Moscow synagogue to print 5,000
Jewish calendars.
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religlous groups are allowed to produce cruci-
fixes, candles and other devotional articles.
But the manufacture of Jewlsh religious
articles such as the tallit (prayer shawl) and
tfilin (phylacteries) is forbidden.

So, too, in recent years, is the baking of
matzo for Passover. In a report filled July
11, 1956, with the United Nations, the Soviet
Unlon offered solemn assurances that it
makes matzo avallable for observant Jews.
But a year later, restrictions on the public
baking of matzo began to appear, the first of
these in Kharkov, a city with 70,000 Jews., In
succeeding years, the ban spread to other
citles; by 1962 it blanketed almost all of the
U.8.S.R.* extending even to synagogues in
Leningrad, Riga and Kiev, which have their
own equipment for baking matzo. On March
16, 1963, the Chief Rabbi of Moscow formal-
ly announced that authorities had banned
matzo baking on a community basls. He
advised Jews to attempt to bake matzo in
thelr own homesg %

Prior to the Passover this year, the Moscow
Jewish community was permitted to rent a
small bakery for the production of matzo.
The amount produced over the course of’ the
few days that the bakery was allowed to op-
erate was 8,000 pounds—a completely inade-
quate quantity for observant Moscow Jews.
Meanwhile, with the encouragement of the
authorities, Jewish communities abroad sent
in 90,000 pounds of matzo. But most parcels
remalned unclaimed in the customs ware-
houses: Soviet Jews had been frightened off
by newspaper accounts in national and pro-
vinelal newspapers which charged that the
foreign parcels constituted “idealogical sub-
version,” Only a small percentage of Jews
had matzo; the others were given a special
dispensation by the Chief Rabbi to use beans
and peas Instead.

Observers report that the synagogue is
“the sorriest house of worship ln the Soviet
Union” #* and, in the last few years, there
has been a drastic decline in the number of
Soviet synagogues. According to official fig-
ures submitted to the United Nations in 19586,
there were then 450 synagogues in the U.S.S.R
In 1959 the Soviet Government reported only
150 synagogues. In April 1963 the Chief
Rabbl was quoted in an official Soviet pub-
lication that 96 synagogues remain Thus,
since Khrushchev’s denunciation of Stalin-
ism at the 20th Party Congress, four-fifths
of all Soviet synagogues has been shut down,
50 of therm during the past 4 years,

Soviet policy toward the synagogue—
padlock it

Synagogues in Sverdlovsk, Zhitomir, Kazan,
Grozny, Zhmerinka, Belaya Tserkov, Kbaunas,
and Lvov—cities with sizeable Jewish popu-
lations—have been padlocked in the last 2
years. The sanctuary of the synagogue in
Minsk, an historic edifice, was demolished

#The only known exceptions appear to
have been in Georgia and in some parts of
central Asia.

¥ Four elderly Jews who tried ran afoul of
the authorities. On July 16, 1963, they were
convicted of illegal profiteering in the sale of
matzoh—the first trial of its kind in 45 years,
according to the Chief Rabbi. Three of the
accused had been held in prison for several
months awalting trial. An 82-year-old man,
ludicrously described as the ringleader, was
allowed to remaln at home, The defense
attorney, in his summation, reminded the
court that *“all churches sell candles and
wafers at high prices, and nobody holds them
for criminal responsibility:

“Those accused did it not for profit but for
their religious beliefs; they used no hired
labor, they distributed the production which
they didn’t use themselves.” But all four
were found guilty.

S Hindus, “House Without a Roof.”

N U.8.8.R., April 1963.
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A New York Herald Tribune.
correspondent, visiting it, found that the.
ganctuary had been cinverted to a ware-:
reached
through a rickety wooden shed in An alley:
where chickens were kept, functioned as the’
The Jews at prayer there, the:
correspondent wrote, wore “shabby, home-’
made prayer shawls” and read from “anclent:

18202

in July 1963.
house. A one-story extension,

sanctuary.

tattered prayer books.” ®

The closing of a synagogue generally is:

preceded by an intense press campaign of,
suspicion and hostility. The synagogue in
the old Jewlsh center 3! Chernovisy (Buko--
vina) was locked after the local newspaper.
charged that it was used for shady profiteer.’
ing agreements.® The great synagogue of:
Lvov. with a glorious tradition, was closed o
November 5, 1962, afier a year-long press
campaign charging it with being & center
for currency speculatcrs and thelr criminaf
machinations.®

Some Jews have taken to private minlyan-
anim {quorums of at least 10 required ta
conduct a service) in their homes. But n
the past 2 years there have been police drives
to discourage these.® :

The dlscouragement of Judalsm is furthez
intensified by the lack of training facilitied
1o replace a fast-ag:mng rabbinate. There
are now only about 6C rabbis {n the USSR,
Tntil 1867, when a Y2shlva was established
in Moscow for 20 students, there was no Jew-
ish theoclogical seminery in all of the Soviet
Union. Since then only two Btudenis have
been ordalned and peither functions as
synagogue leader. O the 13 students ens
rolled in the shabby. rundown Yeshiva it
April 1962, 11 were over 40 years of age. At
that time, nine of tre students, who came
from communlities in Georgia and Dag-
hestan, were prevented from resuming thelr
studies because of, eaid the authorities, »
housing shortage in Moscow. That left an
enrollment of four seminarians in all of the
U.B8R.% Judaism in the Soviet Unlon will
soon be without tralned leadership.

Other Jewlsh facilities are being forced out
of existence. The only kosher butcher shop
in Moscow was temporarily closed by the ay-
thorities In the summer of 1862 on the
grounds that it did rot conform to sanifary
regulations.® The Jewish section of the old
Moscow cemetery is Alled, but repeated ap-
peals by the chief rabbi and other Jewish
leaders for an enclave to be sct aslde and
consecrated for Jewish burlals in a new mu-
nicipal cemetry have been rejected. This
pattern is likely to be repeated in other cities.

Although the BSoviet Communist Party
continues to propagandize agalnst religion,
generally seeking to achleve the flnal and
complete eradication of religlous prejudiced.*
1t is supposed to be guided by a policy resb-
1ution of its Central Committiee, adopted Np-
vember 1, 1954, and calling for a tactful agd
considerate attitude toward those who still
remaln under the ir fluence of varlous reli=
glous beliefs. The resolution specifierlly
warns agalnet putting Sovlet citizens under
political suspicion bxcause of their religious
convictions. In the party's propagands war
against Judalsm, these caveats appear to be
observed In the breach.

—————————

:# New York Herald Tribune, June 26, 1963.

» Quoted in “Jews In Eastern Europe,” De-
cember 19862,

w0 “Lyovskala Pravda, Feb, 16, 1962, ahd
Oct. 26, 1962. ;

1 Durlng Rosh Bashana 1862, a mingan
held In B house op January 2lst Street in
Kharkov was dispersed by the police; ;on
Yom Kippur, another in Kolomea. Oon Feb.
23, 1963, & Sabbath minyan in Gomel was
brutally disrupted. :

= Since then, the number has dropped
to two or three students. :

sTater it was permitted to reopen.

« Pravda, Aug. 21. 1956.

Y .

Judaism is attacked and satirized in US.S.R.
press

Feullletons ({satirical articles) often ap-
pear, particularly in the Boviet provincia
press, savagely attacking Judaism.* ‘The rite
of circumcision 18 denounced as barbarous,
the "Knl Nidre” prayer of Yom Kippur Iu
condemned as encouraging disobedience to
state authority. Synagogue leaders are de-
picted as money worshlippers who use th:
religious service, kosher sfaughtering, reli-
gious biarial, matzoth baking and other ritual
practices to exploit & duped congregation.*

Much of the propaganda depicts Judalsm
as being in the service of a foreign powel,
thereby attaching to the observant Jew ths
stigma of disloyalty. This excerpt from 3
Dxrain:an language radio broadcast frora
Klrovograd, 1s not unusual:

“Judilc sermons are the sermons of bour-
geols 2ionists. Buch sermons are tools 11
the haods of the natlonalistic, Israell coe-
mopolizan and American bourgeolsie. Wita
their fentacles, the Jewish bourgeois ne-
tionalists, making uss of Judaism, wy to
penetrate into our Soviet gardent .

Three other examples of the disloyally
theme-

“The chauvinistic Passover slogans stand
in cortradiction to the feellng of Bovlst
patriotism and boundless love to the sociallnt
motherland.” &%

«Jucatsm kflls love for the Soviet mother-
land.” ®

“The character of the Jewish religion thus
serves the political alms of the Zionlst—the
awakeling of a nationalistic frame b4
mingd." %

A lengthy srticle in Trud castigated the
synagogue as 8 place where Israel diplomats
are alieged to have extracted esplonage -
formaion from disloyal SBoviet Jews®™ Aa-
other article carried a massive attack on three
religicus Jews who were accused o! haviag
had contacts wth the Israel Embassy in
Moscow. "Avarice, groveling servility befcre
everything forelgn, spiritual waste, iack of
pride in our great motherland-—these imyjsel
the Chernukhins, Roginskys, and the Bhey-
fers tnto the embraces of sometimes not en-
tirely blameless forelgners” eaid Trud™
Bynagogue leaders In Leningrad and Moscow
have been convicted and given stiff senten«es
on charges of betraying state secrets to Israel.

The new program of the Communist Party.
adopted at its 32d congress, calls for &
stepp2d-up program of overcoming religicus
prejudices by systematically *® * * conduct
{ing] broad scientific-athetst propagan ia.
On March 3, 1864, the party central commit-
tee spelled out the detalls of the intensif.cd
campalgn. It can be expected that In this
antimligious campaign Judalsm will continue
to be singled out for condemnation and "he
loyally of its leaders questioned.

@ 7These are provincial areas with farly
iarge Jewish populations and long traditions
of arti-Semitism,

# 2 typical example from Minskala Prazda
(Apr 4, 1961): "Money. That Is the (od
of the Minsk Jewish religious community and
and their alds.” Another is from the book,
“Judaism Without Embellishment,’” pub-
fishe1 tn December 1883 by tbe Ukraipian
Academy of Sclences: “What I8 the Jew's
gecular cult? Business. What is his secular
God" Money. Money, that Is the jealous
God of Israel.”

 Pec. 9, 1859, monitored by BBC.

#wThe Origin and Class Essence of Jew-
ish Ritusls and Holidays,” published 861
by the Society for the Diffusion of Polivical
and Scientific Knowledge in the Ukrainec.

o ‘Sovietskala Moldavia (Xishinev) .July
23, 1959,
» Jolzhskala Kommuna™

(Euibyshev),
Sept. 80, 1861, R
" Jan. 18, 1962,
53 June 9, 1963,

August 10

1. DISCRIMINATION AND THE SOVIET JEW

The Soviet Constitution specifically pro-
hibits “any direct or indirect restriction of
the rights * ¢ * of citizens on account of
thelr race or natlonality.” But for the Jew-
ish citizen the promlse of Soviet law 1s not
always the practice In Soviet reallty.

Quota system is common praclice at
universities

There is no indication that the Jew is dis-
criminated against in housing or public ac-
commodations. He has open access to hotels,
resorts, clubs, and other public facilities.
But in higher education—the key to ad-
vancement in Boviet society—the situation is
not so favorable. Soviet officials do not pub-
liely acknowledge or discuss quota systems in
university admission practices. Bui they
exist. A study of Soviet education by Nich-
olas DeWitt, a specialist formerly at the Har-
vard Russlan Rerearch Center, finds that
quotas operate on the principle of “equtvalent
balance.”” This means "the representation of
any pational or ethnic grouping in overall
higher education enroliment should be as the
relation of the size of that group to total
U.88.R. population. Those nationalities
whose higher educational development
‘ought to be fostered’ get preferential admis-
slon quotas, while those who are '‘over-repre-
sented’ are curtafled rccordingly.” s

On the basis of elaborate computations
drawn from Soviet data, DeWiit shows that
the quota system operates ""to the particular-
Iy severe disadvantage of the Jewish popula-
tion.” Retween 1935 and 19568, his computa-
tions reveal, ‘‘the index of representation
rose for most npationalities, but fell for
Georglans and all national minorities, with a
very drastic decline for the Jews.” DeWitt
concludes:

“The setting of admission quotas un-
doubtedly penalized the Jewish population,
with its significant urban concentration and
higher level of educational attainment, more
heavily than other minor nationality groups
with more diversiled occupational and rural-
urban distribution.”

Soviet Minister of Higher and Secondary
Education V. P. Yelyutin denied that the
Soviet Unlon discriminates or maintains
quota systems against Jews in education®
Yelyutin insisted that Jews, constituting 2
percent of the Soviet population, were 10 per-
cent of the enroliment in Sovlet universities.
This was disputed by Dr. Solomon Schwarg,
& prominent scholar and author of “The Jews
in the Bovlet Union,” who cited official Soviet
data to prove “ths number of Jews among the
students of all Soviet institutions of higher
education could reach only little more than
4 percent.”® A 1861 Soviet. statistical hand-
book on higher cducation not only corrobo-
rates this but suggests that even Dr. Schwarz’
estimates were high. The handbook reports
2,305,000 students, 77,000 of them Jews. The
ratio of Jews 18 therefore closer to 3 percent—
a plummeting drop from 1835 when 1t was 13
percent.

Despite this drastic decline, Jewish univer-
sity enrollment, on a population basis, still
ranks highest among nationality groups. But
it 15 clear that the quota system compels the
Jewlish student to perform at & much higher
level of achievement than his non-Jewish
colleagues if he is to get equal recognition,
A Leningrad professor s quoted by Maurice
Hindus that 6 Jew must be especially gifted,
“something ltke a genius, to be admitted to
aspirantura (postgraduate work).” %

1 DeWitt, “Education and Professional
Employment in the U.S.SR.,” 1861, A re-
cent Soviet publication, Vestnlk Vysshel
Shkoly (December 1963), scknowledges the
existence of “preferential admission quotas.”

# The New York Times, Sept. 29, 1959,

® Jetter to the New York Times, Oct. 3,
1959.

= Hindus, “House Without a Rool.”
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The pattern of discrimination is an uneven
one. Jews find it less difficult to be admitted
to Leningrad University than to Moscow Uni-
versity., Siberian schools are even less dis-
criminatory. Siberia, writes Hindus, is in the
throes of gigantic development and the de-
mand for speclalists in all fields is so pressing
that universities and technological institutes
will overlook it if an applicant is Jewish.
However, In most of the Soviet Republics
(except for the RSFSR, the Ukraine, and Bye-
lorussia), the representation of Jews among
university students is well below the rate of
the “general population’s access to higher ed-
ucation.” ® Particularly distressing is the
trend of development as seen from the ratio
of academically educated people, especlally
students, to practicing scientists. According
to the report of an international Soclalist
study group, the Jews have the lowest rati
in the U.8.S.R., “indicating the rapidly dwin-
dling Jewish participation in this field.”

Soviet leaders have candidly acknowledged
that they set employment quotas for Jews.
They also try to justify the practice. An
interview published by the National Guard-
lan quoted Minister of Culture Furtseva that
the Soviet Government “found in some of its
departments a heavy concentration of Jewish
people, upward of 50 percent of the staff.
Steps were taken to transfer them to other
enterprises, giving them equally good posi-
tions, and without Jeopardizing thelr
rights.” &

Job diserimination found to be increasing

When the Furtseva statement created un-
favorable reaction abroad, the press chief
of the Soviet Foreign Ministry was obliged
to “clarify” the matter. “She meant,” his
statement said, “that if at some time there
had taken place changes in office personnel,
these changes were dictated by the economic
needs of the country and under no circum-
stances were aimed at any discrimination
of persons of any nationality. Never at
any time during the Soviet regime were there
any quotas for Jews or persons of some oth-
er natlonality, and there are none now.” %

However, J. B. Salsberg, a former Canadian
‘Communist leader, reported that in an inter-
view he had had in August 1956 with So-
viet leaders (including Khrushchev and Sus-
lov)," a top Sovlet official “corroborated the
essence of Furtseva's statement.”

“He tried terribly hard to prove to me
with examples that the transfer or dis-
missal of Jewish employees In once-back-
ward republics that now have ‘their own’
Intelligentsia and professional people capa-
ble of occupying posts préeviously held by
Jews or Russlans has nothing to do with
anti-Semitism.”

Academician Konstantin Skriabin, in a
speech before the party’s central commlittee
on agriculture, declared: “From my point of
view, a scilentist should not be evaluated by
his passport but by his head, from the polnt
of view of his ability and soclal usefulness.” 4
His reference to the “passport” and its na-
tlonality identification was self-evident.

Yet whatever the extent of job quotas, an
examination of the scattered data that is

% Nicholas DeWitt, “The Status of Jews in
Soviet Education,” published 1964 by the
Amerlcan Jewish Congress. DeWitt places
particular emphasis on the high degree of
urbanization among Jews (over 95 percent).
Since most university students come from
urban areas the discrimination against Jews
is apparent,

3 April 1964,

% June 1956,

% September 1956. )

¢ In a serles that ran in a Canadian Yiddish
weekly Vochenblatt and in Morgen Freiheit,
October-December 1958.

¢ March 1962. .
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available reveals a heavy concentration of
Jewish employment in a number of impor-
tant flelds and professions. According to one
source, of Moscow’s 18,000 physicians, 8,700—
more than one out of three—are Jewish.®
Another source states that 40 percent of the
capital’s 1,700 lawyers and half of those in
Leningrad and Kharkov are Jewish® Andre
Blumel was told by Mme. Furtseva that one-
third of the personnel in the film industry
is Jewish. Jews are also prominent in music
and Uterature, in the library fleld, in history,
philology and pedagogy (according to Furt-
seva, 10 percent of the student body of the
Pedagogical Institute in Moscow 1s Jewish)
and in the consumer goods and retail trade
industry). A letter signed by five prominent
Soviet Jews gnd publicized by the Soviet
news agency Novosti listed Jews as compris-
ing 14.7 percent of the U.S.8.R.’s physicians;
10.4 percent of lts lawyers and judges; 8.6
percent of its writers and journalists; 7 per-
cent of its actors, sculptors, musiclans and
other artists.’s

There is a high proportion of Jews in the
physical sclences. A Soviet statistical hand-~
book (1960) reported 30,663 Jews among
310,000 Soviet sclentists, or 9.8 percent. Five
years earlier the ratio was even higher, 24,600
out of 223,000, or 11 percent. ‘The proportion
of Jews In the physical sclences is decreas-
ing, although the absolute number is rising.
The most recent figure is 36,173 Jewish sclen-
tists (about 9 percent).® An estimated 10
percent of the Academy of Sciences, the
U.8.8.R.’s leading scientific body, is Jewish,
About one-elghth of the 1964 Lenin Prize
winners in sclence and technology have Jew-

JIsh names.

Among Sovlet nationalities, Jews rank third
in the total number of professionals with a
university education who are active in the
ngtional economy. There are about 300,000
Soviet Jews In the professions, and 427,000
who have elther a unlversity or a speclalized
secondary education. This means one out
of flve Soviet Jews is a professional or semi-
professional worker, as agalnst 5 percent for
Russians and 4 percent for Ukrainians,

On the other hand, DeWitt finde that the
proportion of non-Jewish nationalities in the
professions is rising rapidly. It rose 15 per-
cent during 1957-59. FPor the same period
the Jewish proportion rose 4 percent. De-
Witt attributes the difference to the quota
system In university admissions. Its con-
tinuation, he says, will further reduce the
percentage of Jews in professional employ-
ment.

There is some evidence that Soviet Jews
are confronted with increasing difficulty in
winning merit promotions to top indusirial
and administrative positions. This is par-
ticularly so in the non-Russian Republics
where an educated and trained native ele-
ment is rapidly emerging and Jews are be-
ing edged out of the promotion process. 'This
was Implied by Khrushchev In an interview
with a French Soclalist delegation in May
1056:

“At the outset of the revolution we had
many Jews in the leadership of the party
and the state. In due course, we created new
cadres. Should the Jews want to occupy the
foremost position in our Republics now, it
would naturally be taken amiss by the in-
digenous inhabitants. The latter would not
accept these pretensions at all well, especlally
since they do not regard themselves less in-
telligent or less capable than the Jews.” @

In December 1962, Khrushchev repeated
this theme at a meeting of Soviet artists,

; .
% Sophia Frey In Morgen Frelheit, Apr. 7,
1960. : '

¢ Andre Blumel in a Parls interview, 1960,
e April 1962. ¢

% Novostl Press Agency, 1963.

7 Réalités (Paris), May 1957.

| Approved For Rela@se 2005/01/27 : CIA-RDP66B00403R068Q200190010-7
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

18203

saylng that if Jews occupled too many top
positions 1t would tend to create anti-Semi-
tism.

Bince the forties there has been a drastic
decline in the role of Jews in Soviet political
life. One index of it is the changing compo-
sition in the two houses of the Supreme So--
viet. In December 1937, there were 32
Jews among the 569 members of the Soviet
of the Unlon; in January 1946, 5 out of 801; °
In March 1950, 2 of 678 members.

Jews have been eased ouf of Soviet political
life

In 1937 there were 15 Jews among the 574
members of the Soviet of Nationalities; in
March 1950, 3 of 638. In April 1958 only 8 of
1,364 members of both houses could be iden-
tifled as Jews. Among the 1,443 members of
the present Supreme Soviet 8 are Jews,

Jewish representation at the republic and
loca.]l levels is even less than at the national
level; o

Total Jowish | Percent
deputies | deputies | of Jews
Russian Federal Re-
publie._.____.___. ___. 835 1 0.12
Ukraine................ 457 1 22
Byelorussia........_.._. 407 T2 .45
Uzbekistan_....________ 444 2. .44
Kazakhstan. __________ 450 2 44
Azerbaidjan_______ - 325 1 .31
Tithuanta.________ - 209 3. 1.44
Moldavia._ ... - 281 0 0
Latvia__.__.__ - 200 0 0 -
Kirghizia_ ____ - 329 0 1]
Tadzhikistan.. - 300 1 .33
“Armenfa__ ____ - 300 0 0
Turkmenistan_ - 282 1 .36
Estonia.. ... - 125 [ 0
Georgla. _oo.oooo . . 368 0 0

With the single exception of Lithuania, the
percentage of Jews in the Supreme Soviet of
each republic is substantially below its popu-~
lation ratio. This is especially true for the
three Slavic republics where most Soviet Jews
live. It Is also significant that Moldavia and
Latvia, each with a sizable Jewish minority,
have no Jewish deputies.

The same trend is evident in local Soviets.
In every republic except Byelorussia the pro-
portion of Jews is less than 1 percent, and
often only an infinitesimal fraction. In
January 1961, Trud boasted that 7,500 Jews
were deputies in various Soviets of the
U.8.8R.»® It neglected to compare this with
the total of 1,882,000 elected deputies, mak~
Ing the ratio of Jews in the Soviet political
structure microscopic. Since the selection -
of candidates is a controlled affair dominated
by the party’s leadership, 1t would appear
that Jews are regarded as béing less reliable
politically, :

There has also been a great decline in the
numbers of Jews holding leadership positions
in the Soviet Communist Party. Among the
175 members of its newly elected Central
Committee, only 1 has been gpecifically iden-
tified by Soviet authorities as a Jew. He is
V. E. Dymshits, a Deputy Premier and Chair-
man of the U.S.8.R. Councll of the National
Economy. Dymshits Is often held out as an
example by Soviet propagandists that there
is no anti-Jewish discrimination in Soviet
politics.

Prof. John Armstrong of the Unliversity of
Wisconsin, in a study of the nationality
composition of the Ukraine Communist Party,
found that the proportion of Jews among
the delegates to the Party Congress had de-
clined from 4.1 percent in 1940 to 2.6 per-

% Jews in Eastern Europe (London), De-
cember 1962,

% Novostl Press Agency in 1963 gave the
figure as 7,623.
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cent in 196670 "It would scem that Jews
were deliberately rest-icted to a lower pro-
portion of the higher and more consplcuous
levels of party leadership,”" Professor Arme-
strong declared. He cilculated that 8 percent
of the Ukrainlan Party membership is Jewish.
This 15 & fairly high proportion since Jews
are only 2 percent of the Ukrainian popula-
tion. It s in the leadership cadre of the
" party, however, that the number and pro-
portion of Jews have shrunk considerably.

There are no available statistics on the
number of Jews in the Ali-Unlon Communist
Party but there is no ban against Jews join-
ing the party. :

Maurice Hindus has reported that Jews
“are definitely barrcd from careers in dat-
plomacy, the party, the armed forces, in the
trade union, the state administration ann
other politically and miiltarily sensitive
areas.”’™ Data on this—or on the view that
Jews might be regaried as securlty risks—
are sketchy and fragmentary. .

There are few Jews today In the Soviék
diplomatic corps. This 18 in sharp contrast
to the twenties and thirties. An examing-
tion of a list of 476 top Sovict officiafs serving
in the Forelgn Minletry and in each of its
embassies abroad shcws but 5 or 6 who ap-
pear to have Jewish names. Oncls g deputy
chiet of & functional division In Moscow,
another en ambassacior, a third a minister-
counselor. The others hold positions pt
lesser status. Some observers have also noted
that there 18 a relatively small number of
Jews in foreign trade.. Of 84 names of top
officlals in the Ministry of Foreign Trade,
only 1 or 2 appear to be Jewlish.

Information on the Jewish composition of
the armed forces §8 cont-adictory. Gen.
David Dragunsky, himself a Jew, spoke of
“hundreds of Jewlsk generals and admirais
in the Soviet Unlon.’ Hg mentioned threc:
the supreme commuander In the Far East,
the commander of the military academy.
and the commander of the defense force on
the southern border.™ The:e are reports of
a number of Jewish regular army officers on
active service (mostly in ranks below that
of general). But In almost every case it is
believed their commissions elther predated
the war or were grinted in the early yesrs
of the war. Few, if eny, have been appointed
in recent years. The same 15 true for the
Soviet air force.

IV. POPULAR ANTI-SEMITISM iN THE UBB.XR.

The discriminatory patterns In Boviet Ufe
do not operate in u vacuum. They refiect
popular attitudes toward Jews. The pat-
terns ere responsive to and reinforced by the
attitudes; the attitades In turn are necps-
sarily affected by ti.c patterns. :

Studies show deep roots of gnti-Semitic

[eling .

Soviet leadership s reluctant to admnit
publicly that popular anti-Semitism is com-
mon anywhere in the USB.R. Af timed it
will say so in private conversations with
foreigners.® "But when It speaks to the So-
viet publie, elther directly or indirectly, it
vehemently dentes there Is any significant
amount of anti-Seraltic sentiment.

= J. Armstrong, "The Soviet Bureaucratic
Elite: A Case Study of the Ukrainian Ap-
paratus,” 19569, :

7 Hindus, “House Without a Roof.” In
the areas mentioned by Hindus there s 8lso
evidence that excedtions occur. Pragmstic
considerations in tae selection of personnel
often appear to be the dominant factor.

7 Jewlish Chronlcle {London), Dec. 1, 1§61,

7 Deputy Premier Anartas Mikoyan told &
1956 delegation of French Soclalists that the
«remainders” of aiti-Semitism persist be-
cause “in so short o time 1t has been difficuit
for us to ellminate prejudice.” Khrushchev
told the same group that the anti-Semitlc
sentiments are “remnants of a reactlonary
past.”

Objective observers of Soviet life, Inclui-
ing many who are sympathetically dlspossd
to much of the regime’s aims, disagree. Thiy
find anti{-Semitic stereotyping to be.commo:i-
place, although no one really knowe how ext-
tensive and deep the hostlle feelings are.
Soviet sociologists have refused to conduct
sclent fic investigations of tt.™* But inter-
views of Sovlet refugees conducted in 1850-31
by Harvard University shed some light.™
While the sample was far from adequate, it
nonetcless suggested that Jews in the Soviet
Union are often depicted on the one hand a8
intelligent or intellectual, on the other as
monevminded, clannish, sggressive, caleulst-
tng, and disinclined to engage in physical
labor.

A study among Ukrainian refugees revealed
extensive prejudice against Jews. The inter-
viewer found that 47 percent of the leist
educated, 51 percent of the moderately edu-
cated, and 36 percent of the well-educated
Ukrainien respondents favored excludiog
Jews from social contacts. The midde-
educated Ukrainian, the interviewer ccn-
cluded, was “particularly anti-Semitic beth
tn his perception of relations between his
own natlonal group and Jews, and in expros-
slons of soclal exclusion he desired.” ™

The persistence of widespread anti-Jew:sh
sterotyping was noted by & friendly observer,
Sally Belfrage:

«I ¢ould almost never hear & Jew descrited
except with the apologetic preface, Het a
Jew, but * * * (He's very nice, he’s vary
intelligent.)’ And trequently anti-Semitic
jokes Rabinovich this, Rabinovich that (al-
ways Rabinovich}. Bome Russlans spend a
great deal of their verbal energy on attack-
Ing aaything and everything Jewlsh. " ™

Maurice Hindus and Harrlson Salisbury of
the New York Times, have detalled sim lar
instances of anti-Semitism. And &s an indi-
catlon that stereotyping ¢an be found on he
highest levels of government, J. B. Salsberg
quoted Khrushchev:

“A’ter the liberation of Czernowitz the
stree:s were dirty. When the Jews were
asked why the streets were not being clear ed,
they replied that the non-Jewish segmen of
the population which used to do this work,
nad fled the city, Of the thousands of Soviet
eitizens who have toured abroad only tf res
falled to return. All of them were Jiws,
Whe-ever & Jew settles, the first thing he
does 15 bulld & synagogue.”

Salsberg also quoted Khrushchev as agree-
ing with Stalin that the Crimea, which 2ad
been depopulated at the end of World *Nar
11, “shouid not be turned into a Jewlsh colo-
niza-ion center because in case of wa- It
would be turned Into a base for attacking
the U.5.8.R.”

Ehrushchev on another occasion had these
comments about the fallure of Jewish cdlo-
nization in Birobldjan:

“Ia all ages, the Jews have preferred the
artiean trades: they are tailors: they worz in
glass or preclous stones; they rre merchants,
pharmacists, cabinetmakers. But if you ke

—————rt .

11 4 visiting Western scholar, Professor
Lew.s Feuer of the University of Califoinis,
jearned this from BSoviet soctologists and
philosophers while on an exchange tour to
the USBR.

= Harvard Project on the Soviet Soclal 3ys-
tem. Its essential Bndings were published in
“Hof the Soviet System Works” by Raymrond
‘Bauer, Alex Inkeles and Clyde Kluckhdhn,
Harvard University Press, 1856, The saraple
was structured to represent as broad a c1088-
section of the Soviet European populaticn as
was possible under the glven circumstances
of avallability of refugecs, three-fourths of
whcm had migrated during the war, the
othors during 1846-50.

™ Unpublished study by Sylvia Giilian of
the Harvard Project.

= “A Room In Moscow™ {London), 1853,
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the build!ng trades or metallurgy, you can't
And & single Jew to my knowledge.

“They don’t llke collective work, group
discipline, they have always preferred to be
dispersel. They are individualist * * * a
second characteristic: the Jews are essentially
intellectuals, They never conslder them-
selves suffictently educated. As soon as they
can manhage it, they want to attend the uni-
versity.' ™

The New York Yiddish Communist daily
Frethelt accused Khrushchev of giving a false
picture of Jewish attitudes toward collec-
tive labor, saying that prior to the war
“hundreds of thousands of Jews were settled
on the land. Three natlonal Jewlsh agricul-
tural regions were created In the Ukraine.
Jews were drawn into heavy Industry. The
Jewlish masses revealed thls ability for or-
ganlzatlon and collectlve effort In construct-
ing, at great sacriflce, the trade unlon move-
ment in America * * * The Jewish laborer
and common man showed his abllity for col-
lective work In the construction effort In
Israel, as Khrushchev concedes in the same
interview.” ™

Khrushchev's reference to the absencé of
Jews In metallurgy did not jibe with the
observetion of a group of Communists who
were visiting Mcscow at that tlme. They
found that amorg 12,000 workers In a Mos-
cow ball-bearing plant, 18 percent were
Jews™ Harrison Salisbury, discussing the
Soviet leader's frequent statements on Jew-
ish gquestions, found that EKhrushchev “al-
most Invariably has displayed traces, at least
of the antl-Bemitle prejudices common to
the borderlands of the Ukraine where he
grew up.” ™

Little Is done in Soviet education to coun-
teract anti-Sem!slc stereotypes. Soviet his-
tory textbooks published in 1958 and 1960
for preuniversity grade levels tell nothing of
Soviet Jewry, it contributions to Sovlet cul-
ture or its role ir: Soviet life. This Is so even
in sections of the volumes which deal with
the culture of minority natlonalitles In the
USSR.

Jews cast as villians in recent economic
trials -

A widely distributed book, “The Achieve-
ments of Soviet Regime in 40 Years In Fig-
ures,” published in 1857 on the 40th anniver-
sary of the Bolshevik revolution, makes no
reference to Jews or Jewish contributions
in its 358 pages of statlstics and tables on
virtually every sspect of Soviet life. News-
paper references to the nationality of Jews
who make distingulshed contributions to the
arts, sclences and technology are rare.

In 1854 the Boviet Qovernment published
“The National Traditlons of the People of
the Soviet Union,” a statistcal breakdown by
nationallty of World War II “Heroes of the
Soviet Unlon"—the nation’s highest award
for bravery. The booklet makes no reference
to Jewish winnars, even though more than
100 were-so honored.™

= Le Figaro (Paris), Apr. 9, 1968.

™ Morgen Frelhelt, Apr. 13, 1958.

% Nal Presse (Parls).

= The New Tork Times, Feb. B, 1862, At
times, however. Khrushchev has strongly
condemned anti-Semitism as a product of
Tsarlsm or capitalism. Twilce durlng the past
year, he associnted hlmself with others In
publicly lauding two prominent Soviet Jewr,
friends of his who had dled.

= Trud in January 1881 flnally acknowl-
edged that there were more than 100 Jewish
award winners. A recent work published In
Israel reports that 87,000 Jews in the Red
Army were cited for meritorious performance,
bravery, or herolsm during World ‘War II.
Jews ranked fourth among nationalitles in
award winners. The report also notes that of
500,000 Jews in the Red Army, 200,000 were
killed In actiorn.
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Satirical attacks on Judalsm and on per-
sons with Jewish-sounding names accused of
anti-social behavior crop up frequently in
the Soviet provincial press. Synagogue lead-
ers, in particular, are deplcted as persons
engaged in unholy money dealings. This has
a speclal propaganda impact since, in the
Soviet _ cultural pattern, concern for one's
personal affluence is regarded as the worst
form of antisocial behavior. The satirical
articles appear largely in areas where anti-
Semitic sentiment 1s deep rooted. A 1960
study disclosed 77 such feuilletons in 15
major provincial papers.s

The new program of the Communist Party,
in dealing with “Communist morality,” calls
for “an uncompromising attitude toward
Injustice, parasitism, dishonesty, careerism,
and moheygrubbing.” In the current Soviet
campalgn against economic crimes, especially
black marketeering and currency specula-
tion, the Jew 1s identified in press accounts
as the principal villain. This has been evi-
dent in newspaper storles of the arrest and
trial of Jews in Leningrad, Vilna, Tbilisi in
Georgila and elsewhere,

An analysis of .news reports up to the early
months of 1963 shows that in 63 trials in 39
cities, 83 of 141 persons sentenced to death—
almost 60 percent—were Jews.* In a lengthy
account of the Vilna trial, Trud published a
description of currency speculators quarrel-
ing over the spoils, then seeking out the local
rabbi to settle the dispute. “The rabbl not
only knew of the dark affairs his parishioners
were involved in, but was their arbiter as
wel,” the Trud story took pains to say.ss
The Georglan newspaper Zaria Vostoka, re-
porting a Tbilisl trial, said that “speeculation
went on full blast in the Lord’s Temple,” and
that the accused even used the inside cover
‘“of the religious book, the Torah” as a hid-
ing place for foreign currency.® Leningrad-
skaia Pravda pointed up the Jewish back-
ground of an alleged offender this way:

“Having scraped together a fortune, he
dreamed of esceping abroad. It made no
difference where: to his brother in England,
to another brother in England, to another
brother in Germany or his sister in Israel,” &

In a controlled press whose stated ob-
Jective is to educate the public, these refer-
ences, as Harrlson Salisbury has reported,
“blur the lines and smear the Jews by con-
fusing them with criminal and antisocial ele-
ments in the population.” 8

To the extent that negative stereotypes
of the Jew persist and are even tolcrated in
high quarters, a permissive atmosphere is
created in which the Soviet bureaucrat who
practices discrimination is strengthened In
his motivations to do so. The permissive-
ness also tends to crystalllze sentiment of
the Jew as a security risk. This, in turn,
leads to administrative measures that forci-
bly sever contacts between Soviet Jews and
their coreligionists abroad, hastening the as-
slmilatory process of Soviet Jewry.

Negative stereotyping has led to anti-Jewish
rioting

The “slghs of racilal overtones” in the
trials of economic offenders—as the Bulletin
of the International Commission of Jurists
described the preponderance of Jews among
those executed—disturbed philosopher Bert-
rand Russell. He wrote to Khrushchev that
he was “deeply perturbed at the death sen-
tences passed on Jews in the Soviet Union

#20ne of every three feuilletons published
by a Latvian paper satirized Jews.

8 Statistical data indicated that, as of Oc-
tober 1963, of those sehitenced to die for eco-
nomic crimes in the Ukraine 90 percent were
Jews; In Moldavia, 83 percent; in the RSFSR,
64 percent. -

& Jan. 16, 1962,

 Nov. 30, 1961,

8 Sept. 16, 1961.

8 The New York Times, Feb. 8, 1962.

. tery were set afire.
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and the officlal encouragement of anti-
Semitism which apparently takes place.”
Khrushchev replied that to ascribe anti-
Semitism to the trials was a “profound de-
lusion” since individuals of other nationall-
ties also had been sentenced. “Which nation
nas more or fewer criminals of any kind at
one time or another is a soclal question not
a national question,” Khrushchev declared,
adding that the nature of the Soviet state
“precludes” the possibility of anti-
Semitism.®

Izvestia carrled four letters out of “several
hundred reactions” which endorsed the So-
viet Premler's rebuff of the distinguished
British philosopher.®t But :Lord Russell
found neither the Premier’s explanation nor
the arguments of the letter writers very com-
forting. “I consider the fact that 60 percent
of those executed were Jews to be greatly
disturbing,” he wrote to the editors of
Izvestia. ‘I fervently hope that nothing
will take place which obliges us to believe
the Jews are recelving unjust treatment in
contradiction to the law.” 2 Izvestia heither
printed the letter nor responded to it.

This major Soviet organ offered a different
kind of response on October 20, 1963. One
of its chief editors, Iu. Feofanov, on that
day wrote a long article, “No Mercy For

+ Thicves,” which described at length the al-

Ieged crimes of two Jews named Shakerman
and Rolfman. Feofanov deliberately noted
that he was mentioning the “Jewish family
names' of the individuals Involved ‘“because
we pay no attention to the malicious slander
* ¥ * in the Western press.”’ He called for
a “show trial,” The possible repercussions
of a show trlal upon popular attitudes to-
ward Jews aroused worldwide concern and
protests. Ultimately the U.S.8.R. backed
away from this proposal.®

Ofliclal toleration of negative stereotyping
of the Jew may well have played a role in
stimulating, or at least not discouraging, a
number of outbreaks against Jews and Jew-
1sh institutions in the past few years. These
are some of the incldents reported in the
Western (but not Soviet) press:

October 4-5, 1959: During Rosh Hashana,
hundreds of leaflets were distributed and
posted on buildings in Malakhovka, & small
Moscow suburb, by a “Beat The Jews Com-
mittee.” The leaflets sald In part:

“Throw the Jews out of commerce where
they damage soclalist property and the peo-
ple’s wealth. They are an obstacle to the

development of commerce. They cause much -

damage to the State and to the working peo-
ple, and amass profits for themselves.”

Malakhovka's synagogue and the cottage
of the caretaker of the nearby Jewish ceme-
The caretaker’s wife was
found dead from strangulation.o

August 1960: The Party newspaper In
Buinaksk, Daghestan, published a story
that Jews mix Moslem blood. with water to
drink for ritual purposes. This was the old
blood libel with a new twist—Moslem instead
of Christian blood. Two days later the news-
paper repudiated the article as a “political
error.”

* Feb. 2, 1963.

® Khrushchev replied Feb. 21, 1963. The
exchange of correspondence with Russell was
published in the Soviet press on February 28,

ot Mar. 24, 1963.

%2 Apr. 6, 1963.

2In the same way the Soviet Unlon re-
treated from a decision to execute an alleged
criminal identified as a ‘“rabbi” in “Sovet-
skaia Rossiia,” Aug. 30, 1963. Novostl on
Jan. 14, 1964, reported that the death sen-
tence had been commuted to 15 years In im-
prisonment.

% No mention of the Incldent was made in
the Soviet press. Blumel, after a visit to the
Soviet Union in 1861, said he been privately
informed that the culprits had been appre-
hended and convicted. .

-synagogue in Kutaisi, Georgla.
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September 1961: Another blood libel
rumor erupted into anti-Jewlish riots in the
town of Margalen, Uzbekistan. The rumor:
A Jewish woman had kidnapped and slain
a 2-year-old Moslem boy for *ritual reasons.”
The militia ransacked her home and arrested
her 90-year-old father. Mob fury broke out
in the streets against Jews. Later, the local
newspaper reported that a Ugzbek woman
had kidnapped the boy, (e had been re-
turned unharmed.) Jews who had been as-
saulted vainly brought suit against the mob
leader. The court found that the prosecutor
had ignored the damaging role of the militia
and had minimized the extent of destruc-
tion of Jewish homes, and that the searches
and arrests of Jews were illegal. It directed
the prosecutor to correct his file of evidence
for submission at another trial.®

Spring 1962: A Jewlsh dentist in the town
of Tskhaltubo, Georgia, was accused of
drawing blood from the face and neck of a
Georgian boy who came to play with his
son, then selling the blood to the synagogue
in Kutalsi to be used In the baking of
matzo. The assistant public prosecutor, in-
terrogating the dentist, tortured him and
sent him to jail in Kutaisi. The dentist was
freed and the proceedings halted only after
the case reached higher judictal authorities
In central Georgia. - These authorities ad-
vised the dentist, for his own safety, to.leave
his native Georgla and take up temporary
resldence in Moscow.

May 19, 1962: A blood libel rumor in Tash~
kent, Uzbekistan, led to assaults on Jews.
A T70-ycar-old Jewish woman, accused of
taking blood from the ear of a Moslem girl
for use In the Passover ritual, was arrested
by the local prosecutor and detained for 3
weeks, durlng which time her home was
ransacked by police. Again, there were mob
assaults agalnst Jews. The blood libel, it
was later shown, had originated with a minor
mishap in the woman’s store: the girl had
fallen and suffered a slight cut on her ear.
The mob leaders, as well as the marauding
local police, went unpunished.

May 1962: Arsonists set fire to a synagogue
in Tskhakaya, Georgia. Scrolls of the Law,
prayer books and prayer shawls were badly
burned.

June 1962: A bomb exploded in front of the
Two other
bombs were found inside the building,

Rosh Hashana 1962: During the High Holy
Dny services, and 3 weeks later during Simhat
Torah (“Rejolcing of the Law”), bricks were -
hurled into the windows of the Great Syn-
agogue of Moscow. A jagged 5-pound brick
crashing through the glass, showered splin-
ters over many of the 6,000 Jews who sang
and danced during the Simhat Torah serv-
ice. It narrowly missed hitting the Israel
Ambassador and a New York Herald-Tribune
Reporter. “Unfortunately,” said the Chief
Rabbi, "“we still have evidence of anti-Semi-
tism, o7

March 1963: Seven weeks before Passover
a rumor spread through the city of Vilna,
Lithuania, that a 6-year-old girl had been
kidnapped and murdered by Jews to obtain
“Christlan blood.” There were reports of
Jewish children being persecuted by school-
mates and of hoollgan attacks upon Jews.
The child’s body was later found. It was
learned that she had been murdered by a-
Lithuanian student who had committed sui-
cide.

% Since then (November 1961) there has
been no report of a second trial.

#0 When the story was reported in the West,
the Soviet Forelgn Ministery’s press depart-
ment first called 1t a “complete invention.”
A lengthier denlal was later issued by Novosti.
Both statements, the Manchester Guardian
noted, “studiously avoid any mention of the
relevant details and therefore add to the
plausibility of the reports.” .

®" The New York Times, Oct. 22, 1962,

Approved For Release 2005/01/27 : CIA-RDP66B00403R000200190010-7



A ; ;‘ -
Approved For:Release 2005/01/27 : CIA-RDP66B00403R000200190010-7

18206

The tragedy of these and other episodes
bad as they are, is perhaps less In their oc~
currence than in the fallure of Soviet au=
thoritles to expose publicly thelr fraudulent
origins.

Kremlin view: There s no anti-Semitism in
U.S S.R. :

Instead the suthor.tles constantly repeat
the refrain that anti-3emitism does not and
cannot exist in the J.8.8.R. When Khru-
shehev can deny thas sven Stalin’s notori-
ous Doctor's Plot wes antl-Semitic—as he
clearly implied in his letter to Lord Rus-
sell--then It 1s hardly surprising that officials
wiil refuse to take public cognizance of lesser
anti-Semitic outbursts. To still any clamoy
for dealing with inteinal antl-Semitism the
regime has in recent mnonths turned to con-
demnation of anti-Semitlsm In the West—
in the United States, West Germany, Argen-
tina. :

In one recent antl-3emitic incident, how=-
ever, Soviet authorities did take at least &
partially positive stes, slthough not untfl
world elamor for actlon (Including vociferous
outcries from forelgn Communist Partles)
had become too Inslet:nt to be rebuffed. )

The incident was the publication last Oc-
tober in Kiev of an anti-Semitic book, “Ju-
daism Without Embellishment,” written by
T. Kichko. The Ukrsinlan Academy of Sci-
ences was the publisher. The work carrieg
viclous caricatures o’ Jews, reminiscent gf
Julius Streicher’s “Der Stuermer.” .

The book and tts conients become knowp
in the West last March. The hue and cry
which arose took on crescendo-ilke propor-
tions, and the major Communlist Parties In
the West demanded a1 exnlanation. Finally.
after some halfhearied Soviet statements
failed to still the outburst, the Ideological
Commission of the Soviet Communist Party
Central Committee un April 4 released »
statement condemnirg the book as contra-
dicting “the party’s leninist policy on relf-
glous and natlonality questions.” The em-
barrassed commission acknowledged that the
book “may be Interpreted in the spirit of
anti-Semitflsm.” Khrushchev's son-in-law.
alexel Adjubel, alec announccd that all
copies had been removed from the book-
stalls.

Ironically, the Pravda story on the com-
mission statement sleo praised a book, "Cat-
echism Without Embelllshment,” which
carries many of the same types of negative
stereotyplc lmages about Jews. Such ap-
proval, plus the contioued publication of 11f-
erature that stigmeatizes Judalsm In vulgér
tones of bigotry, Indicate that the party has
yet to reverse its position.

There are vigorous voices among Soviét
intellectuals eager to sensitize the publlc
to the evils of anti-8emitiem. The distin-
guished Soviet writer K. Paustovsky pillorigd
the Stalinist bureaucrats "who quite openly
carry on anti-Semitl: talk of & kind worthy
of pogrom-makers.”'* Yeviushenko, In his
autobiography® reletes how he came to
loathe the anti-Semitism of leading literary
bureaucrats. Referring to a prize-winning
Stalinist poet, he wrote:

“Unfortunsately it was pecple such as this
who sometimes made ‘literary poticy,” Infect-
ing it with evil-smelling things of all sortis,
including anti-Semitism. To me, both ag a
Russian and &8s & man to whom Lenig’s
teaching 18 dearer than enything In the
world, anti-Semitism has always been douhly
repulsive.” :

Soviet intellectuals are growing volce ovf
reason :

For Yevtushenko, communism and anti-

Semitism are “mutually exclusive” and he

s In a 1956 speech. to the Moscow Writers
Union.

» Published
L’Express.
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has ralsed his voice to that end. The powr-
erful “Babi Yar” was one exampie. The last
lines cf the poem express an attitude sharcd
by many Sovlst Intellectuals:

“Let the Internationale’ ring out

Whern the last anti-Semite on earth is
Turled.

There {8 no Jewish blood in mine,

But I am hated by every anti-Semite as a
Jew

And for this reason,

I am a true Russlan.”

Yeviushenko's autoblography also tells of
public reaction to his first reading of “Bai
Yar.” “When I finished,” the poet wrole,
“there was dead silence., I kept creasing the
paper in my hand, afraid to look up. When
I did, the entire audlence was on Its fect,
suddenly the applause broke out and went on
for about 10 minutes. People came up on
the stuge and hugged me. My ecyes were fill
of tears.' @

Yev ushenko recelved about 20,000 lelters
when the poem was published. Only 30 or
40 attacked him. This encouraging fact
suggerts that a government-sponsored pri-
gram nimed at combating antl-Semitism a1 wd
restor:ng the reiiglous and cultural rights
of Jews would have substantial support.

“STAG" BALLENTINE

Mr. ERVIN. Mr. President, on Mon-
day, July 20, the people of North Card-
lina were deeply saddened to learn of
the daath of one of their most dedicated
public servants: L. Y. Ballentine.

“Stag"” Ballentine served the State of
North Carolina as a county commissio -
er, as a State senator, as Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, and from 1848 until his death as
commissioner of agriculture. During his
16 years as commissioner, farm life in
North Carolina experlenced profound
changes.

Throughout this perlod "Stag” Ballea-
tine labored to make the State's tramsi-
tion to mechanized farms and a mcre
industrialized economy smooth and 1e-
sponsible.

“Siag"” Ballentine’s unselfish devotion
to his State’s welfare set a standard
worthy of emulation by all public ser-
vants.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent to have printed in the Receorp the
following articles and editorlals concern-
ing my friend’s passing.

There being no objection, the artic.es
and editorlals were ordered to be prinut-
ed in the Recorp, as follows:

{Frora the Greensboro (N.C.) Dally News,
July 23, 1084}
A PubLIC SERVANT PASSES

MNorth Carolina Commissioner of Agricul-
ture L. Y. {Stag) Ballentine, who dled of &
heart sttack at White Sulphur Springs, W.
va., Sunday night, was 8 faithful pullic
officiz! who served his State long and web.

Comnmmissioner Ballentine was not only a
capahle but a personable individusl. To
know him was to like him, and that In large
degree explains the multitude of Ifriends
whom he had, his success in deaiing with
people and his tnvuinerabllity when election
time rolled around.

1 'fhe poem ang three others have bien
set to music by Bhostakovich as part of his
13th symphony. In response to official pres-
gures, Yevtushenko (and 8hostakovich)
agreed to add a line to the poem which reads
that Russians snd Ukralnians had also Cled
at Bobl Yar.
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His long perlod of office included Wake
County commissicner, member of the State
senate for § years, a term as Lieutenant Gov-
ernor and since 1948 cccupancy of the high
position which he held when death over-
took him.

During Commissioner Ballentine's tenure,
North Carolina agriculture has known great
change. With cotton gone West and to-
bacco In Jeopardy, there has been growing
emphasis upon cattle, Tood crops and other
farm produects which lend diversification, find
ready markets and strengthen a weakened
economy. Morth Caroline, as & small family
farm State, has fclt the pressure of change.
During all the change of Commissioner Bal-
lentine gave a calm, quiet but effective lead-
ership In facing up to Inescapable problems
and holding dislocatlon to a minimum in
what continued to be a major factor of the
State’s economy.

A product of the farm himself, he knew
his State and its people and was particularly
well versed in the problems which came be-
fore him and his department. Farmers are
notorlously Independent, but “Stag” Ballen-
tine managed to get a surprisingly large de-
gree of cooperaticn out of them in tackling
problems which were not merely their own
but statewide.

State Treasurer Edwin Gill, longtime col-
league of Commissloner Ballentine on the
Raleigh scene, perhaps gave the best sum-
matlon of his Irlend and associate when he
cataloged him "a popular and distinguished
publlc servant who gave everything that he
had to the public service.”

{From the Winsion-Salem (N.C.) Journmal,
July 31, 1864}

“STAG"” BALLENTINE

L. Y. (Stag} Bullentlne, llke his predeces-
sor, W. Kerr Scolt, worked persistently and
hard to make the North Carolina Department
of Agriculture effactive in meeting the needs
of the State farm economy.

There were thcse who suspected that the
personable Mr. Ballentine had the ambition
to follow in Kerr Scott’s footsteps from the
office of agriculiure commissioner to the
Governor's mansion and possibly on to the
U.B. Senate. If he beld that ambition, polit-
ical developments in the State never gave
him the opportunity to realize it. But dur-
ing the 16 years of his tenure as head of the
agriculture department he won wide recog-
nition among farm leaders by his efforts to
maXe his agency a real force in promoting
better production, processing and merketing
practices among the farmers of North Caro-
lina.

Mr. Ballentine constantly emphasized the
importance of better marketing outlets for
farmers and the need for betier packaging
and more processing plants for farm prod-
ucta. Under him the department also vied
with the extension service In advancing re-
gearch and experimentation in the effort to
develop better types of tobacco and other
farm products. As a dalryman and farmer
as well as business man, Stag Ballentine had
firsthand knowledge of the problems facing
the growers of his State and some very
definite, progressive ldeas on how these
problems could be solved.
 But the interest of farmers was not Stag
Ballentine’s sole object of concern. He per-
formed distinguished service earller In his
career as a member of the Wake County
Board of Commissloners, as a State senator,
as chalrman of the State board of education,
and as a lleutenant governnor.

One of the finest tributes paid to him by
his associates in State government was that
of Edwin Glll, State treasurer, who sald of
him that he “gave everything he had to the
public service.” The death of such a public
servant leaves the State much poorer.
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