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FROM:  RF[E

9UBJ: Russlan Officers and Wives. Accppt Informal American
Dinner Invitation _

0n Degeber 10 Lieutenant General and Mrs, D. I, SMIRNOV
Counselor I. A. KOROLEV  Hooond Secretary and Mrs.. A. S, GAL-'
STUKHOV accepted an Anformsl dinner 1nvltntion at the home of

Mr. and Mre. Richard FUNKHOUSER, Chargd d'Affaires a. 1. ,
‘General Smirnov had %ﬁevinusly aﬁpeared only at the. Weqtern

homes of the US and Military Attaches for informal dinners.,
The evenlng was perhapa noteworthy for the fact that 1t was

the first time Russlan officers have been known to bring

thelr wivo& to o Wn,tern home- in Bucharest.

The 1nv1tafion wag sent out on]y forty-elpht hours beforc
the dinner. It was assumed that, 1f the Russlans werc inclined
to accept, the chance of their anceptinp on short notice was ag
good as on 10ng notice. ' Short notice was also a well-known

practice of banternerq jn Bueharest, so that no offense was

to be anticipated. Actually, the movies were better thsan
average thot week and a notation on the 1nv1tatlonn wa,8 mado

to the effect. that "animsl cartoons” end o "eclence-flction"

film would be shown. The selence-fletion film, perheps Tor the

best, weg not avsailable the evening of the invitation. ‘The

Cherm had not boen uﬂdersfooﬂ by th@ Ruasiang in any caose.

Aavepﬁqnce came the movnlng of the scheduled dinnpv

Dritich Legation Second Secretary and Mrs., John WHITFIELD

topoather with Swise Flrat Becretary and Mrﬂ. Michael GFLV&H
wers the other 1nv1tp@ coupled, = Mr, Whitfiecld eneaks some

Ruesdlan; his wife, no¢ Mmportantly, is most ntiractive.

The Gelzers are handsome polyglota and "neutrala", Mr,
falatukhov reunenbers some English from his days in London

and Hr. Kornlev, a. smaftnrtnp of French., All invitecs

nn weased the f)@U]ty of boin ﬂbbﬁ to smile without narticuw
lor ﬁlificulty .

Gencéral and’Mry Smirnov nomowhﬁt diqconcertingly artjved
ten minutes sahead of sohrdulo. The General 1s a emall, rotund
mary, Ynown to the ladlen (as 1t subsequently dev c?opndj ag
the "Little genceal, . He had been decorated with the Leglon
of Herilt by General EISF\THOT\H’R in 19485 for leading a tank divi-

einn into Derling - He ig Prouﬂ of thn decoration but Aoes no%

weer Ytoot bk 1s e Lo
h{

'politreal” reasons, Genoral GAVIN,
rhates, gave hin hle vardtroopeor inelgnia, The CGonerel
*'*ntw_,_,br tes whot L& reportedly o cheracteristic of Creant
»*n that he 1s pe -ady to reclprodete friendshinp and is
antie tippler, thourh "tinpler" 1s hardly the proper
”i" nerannality nprrnjﬂ tn rchQOT more of the slmnla
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Trand deslrpble qualities developed through Mlghting for country—

~than demonstroted by hie more coutlous politicnl colleagues,
Unfortun&ﬁely,-the General does not seem to undergtand thot
there are those who do not know Ruseian, and he gpeaks 1n Foulke
nerian sentences with vast enthuslaem, heppily wilthout demanding
reeponsc, He has an eye for Western ladles, in fact both eyes,

- énd 1sg partlcularly appreclative asg the evenlng lengthens of

© thelr more glender pror.ortions,

. Hle not unattractive wife wes dressed simply, though un-

etylishly by Western stendards, in black. - She appeared to shore’
. her huébangfs’forphrightness‘and‘ease.f.After]failing to get much
of a-regponsge to her Russilan before the others arrived, she eg~.

tablished herself. comfortably nn the sofa and enthuslastically

poured through Harper's Bazgar and New Yorker ads, volnting to

lteme of Interest for gestured explanations. The General showed
- initial and momentary intervest in Hi-F equipment, threw down

three or four: pineapple Julce cocktails, went on to Martinis

and then back to plnespple Julce, The other Russlans also

drank copilously of pineapple Julce--twlce extra cang had to

be procured from the basement, - :

Dinrer, into which the guesta enthuslastlcally threw
themselves, was guickly antounced. The host's Beginner's
Course nt the Foreign Service Institute, though stretched
‘beyond recognizable limite, pald off, at leest to the ex-
tent of being able to create nolse st hig end of the table,
He remembered that ha had learned how to say "I love ham
ond. egpa ond apple ple" which, though Angerted snmewhot

Cbulklly into the conversatlon with 1ittle resnect to cone
toxt, provoked a hearty regponoe from the Sovict ladles.
They dld not know the words to "Q#chiyfhorniye'nor did
they apncar to have hesrd of the song. o ‘

The SBmirnovs were found to have two ehlldren, as do the
Galatukhove and the non-present MELNIKOVE (Soviet Ambassador).
The Galatukhov children were ten and_elght years of ape., (Minop
hevoe woes created when 1t was initlally understood to be

Metlghteen" children.) The ladles liked Bucharest=-"It 1g
- hot as eold as MHoscow", . = . o :

- At the far end of the table, much noige developed ag aome
common’ ground was found by aucecessively toasting Rimsky-
. Korszkov, T@haikovgky,“an& Tolstoy. It seemaq apparcntly
hleHly anuslng to the particlvents at the time. General
wrlrnov proceedad to rralse the eharme of the Westorn ladlen

Cosurrdundine him but srperently beeame go enthusloatie thet
Chrunselop kcrolev, planelng uneaslly ot the CGenersils wife,

denllined to tronslate 211 encomluma,” It was about at khin
o Llme the term "Little Gaperall wae uncovered and beeame phpuw
o v Yarly ugeds  The Gepersl dlsplayed a penchent for toasing dovm,
Lo oovhgle glosses of imvorted wine, vhleh the host recolved tith
‘=f$jyﬁm‘ﬁm0tlonﬁ. Trndiﬁiggg;;twaininm aprarently allowed him ¥

g " _—'"“l‘w - 1”:: -y . )
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accempllish this not inconsiderable feet undisturbed by constitu=—
- tion, Counselor, or wifc. (BIL might wvish to claselfy Cencral
Smirnov vs o "good mixer".) The wives drank nothine; however,
they managed to assume a cheery and enthuslastic demeanor
throughout. ‘

The filme, which had all been previewed for content, were
well received. “"Tweety Bird and Sylvester" wereippplly at their
‘best and struck a sympathetic Slavic response, as did an amusing
Pete Smith bird-dog film. Ope newsreel had been finally found
without Kores, Formosm, Indochina or Germany and, although one-
year old, recelved .concentrated attention.  Other cartoons,
sports reoels, and-a ocomedy of the Keystone~Kop vintage, with -
the protagonlst carrylng a baby along the ledge of a skyscraper,
all zeemed succ¢essful. Recordlngs of Russlan music during din-
ner, of Tamous ertists ln the States over coffee, and popular
American tuncg after the filme filled in the conversational
pauses, whlch seemed to be almost eliminated as the evenlng
progresced. The General was disappolnted that no Chaliapin
waa avelleble but settled for Carugo snd Lily Pons. Mr,
Foletukhov was prestly surprised to find that there was opera
~end ballet in the United States. At the end of the evening
dance musle evoked uncertain emotions in the guests, none of
whom were fortunately conatralned to dance. Golonsl and Mrs,
LANDER - Joined the group at midnight and reported that the evening
aeemed to be reasonably successful, Judgling by the dilstance at

- whleh the exchange of diplomatle views could be heard and the
~expressionn on the guests' faces at thely depsrture. Tha group
weea reportedly spesking something of the same language and
putting "perceful coexlstence”" into practice. It ig belleved
that no politleal, economle or milltary intelligence of sig-
nilficance wae sought or gained by elther side Auring the
evenlng.  The wtlllty of guch an invitation is not known.
Unwover, 1t wes plecsant. . - ‘

gt British Lepsatlon, Bucharest
. w. . ’
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