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hgve learned there is often nothing for them
when they get there. - - : .
yette County alone in the heart of West
Virginla’s coalfields has -lost over 25 per-
cent’s‘of its people since 1950. The population
of the State as a whole dropped from 2,005,-
5562 1950 to 1,860,421 in 1960, the greatest
loss of any State in the country.
8till; some will argue that West Virginia
has not lost enough. One businessman put
it blgntly: “The only solution to our prob-
lem is feath and migration.” TUnemploy-
ment In ‘West Virginia runs 10 to 12 percent,
while nationally it is about 7 percent. In
the Jieavitst coal-producing counties of the

State, up ﬁp 30 percent of the people are out

of work. 3, . :

There are as many reasons why this has
happened there are rumors what will
happen .next., Both questions can be an-
swered In o cool, statistically laden sen-
tence: In 1980, 120,000 miners turned out
ovér 100 millipn tons of coal; in 1960, 40,-
000 miners turfed out almost as much.

'~ The demand’ for coal' has not increased
with the years;if anything, it has lessened
with the wldespi'_‘ead switch to oil and natu-
ral gas in homes and industry. The diesel en-
gine has all but teplaced the steam engine,
There is increasing competition from resi-
dual-oil imports well.

Certainly there was a lack of preparation
for the inevitable., :Critics charge there was a
minimum of resealch to develop new uses
for coal. Labor failgd to prepare its members
for anything beyod the increasingly ob-
solete skills they Rad already mastered.

A few miners have left the union to accept
mining jobs at 310} a day—less than half
their wage rate-—In: order to work at all,
Others have bought secondhand trucks and
have gone into the business of coal minliig
on thelr own. Some|mines, abandoned by
their owners as 1unprofitable, are being
worked by hand for whatever jobless miners
can get out of them. ! Still another use of
the mines, putting a half dozeh or so coal
miners back to work,}iseems almost ludi-
crous—growing mushrdoms in their cool,
dark recesses, 3

The result is a paradox of want and plenty
everywhere, living side bg side. Children are
known to teke part of} their Government
school lunch home to shgre with their fam-
ilies. Some even go without because they
don’t have the 25 cents to pay for it. Still,
there are towns In the dépressed areas that
are growing, -prosperoud, even booming.
Some merchants will tell you that business is
better than ever, and nel-home construec-
tlon seems to be at an all-gime high. Either
new industries have boojted business, or
where the old ones are stilf operating—a few
mines, for example—there lare men working
overtime. In Oak Hill, fr¢m the beautiful
hills of a first-rate count}y club. you are
within walking distance ofi the almost de-
serted mining community of Summerlee.

West Virginia is not alonq in telling this
story. It 1s being repeated by unemployed
workers across the country textile spin-
ner in Sanford, Maine; a steelworker in Pitts-
burgh; an auto assembler in \Dearborn; an
alrcraft laborer in California.l The toll of
Jobless today 15 5,500,000, the mdst since 1941,
Close to 2 million have been ott of work 15
weeks or longer, half of them Ror 27 weeks
or more. These figures do not eYen account
for the nurbers who work at odyd jobs part
time or have gone into unwanfed retire-
ment, . .

" While 1 of every 5, or 20 percelQt, of all
manual laborers is out of work, onl¥ 1 of 60,
or 1.8 percent, of all professioAal and
technical workers Is, As gkill increajes, un-
employment decreases. One of every elght
semiskilled mechanics and factory hahds is
without a job, compared with 1 of 20 pales-
clerks and officeworkers, 1 of 50 marjagers
and executives,
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President Kennetdy has sald that things
ay get worse before they gét better. Sec-
tery of Labor Arthur Goldberg (who dis-
ed automation in the June Journal)
in the Saturday Evening Post recent-
the next 10 years, at least 26 mil-
young workers will be flooding into
force, 40 percent more than during
In addition, some 3 million
women wil] be returning to the labor force
after having temporarily left it, But normal
causes of atyrition—deaths, retirement, and
the like—wilk yleld only 15,600,000 openings.
We will, therefore, have to provide new jobs
for more than {3 million people throughout
the 1960’s.” .

Unless the ecoljomy grows at a far faster
rate than in recelt years, there will be no
real change in the }umber of jobs available.
and consumer wants,
the relocation of indugtry, and the depletion
of resources have contpined with a certain
apathy of States depenfent on a single in-
dustry, of manufacturers dependent on a
single product, of labor unjions depending on
a single goal, of workers; dependent on a
single skill. ;

The jobless whic have exhdusted even their
unemployment compemsatloﬁ-g must now rely
on Government food allotments (nearly 15
percent in West Virginia). ®till, there is
courage and there is falth and ¥here i1s hope.
Government surplus provides the charity.

There Is a look on the face ofle man who
is unemployed that is unlike anyiother. He
does not have a lot to say. He c

1s right there in front of you.
Where a mine has closed, you oft

road tracks leading to the tippl
walting for something to happen
lives. The mine itself looks. sole
black, and strands of grass falling over the
tracks measure the months it has\been
closed. A miner’s hands become cleangr as

the idle days fall away, but, they say, the\oal -

never quite washes off. I{'s part of hiN—
but it may not be part of this time and tiis
place. The good earth, for many, has b
come the sorrowing earth.

The ADA on Federal School Aid

TENSION OF REMARKS

HON. WILLIAM B. WIDNALL

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. Speaker, I be-
lieve it is rather \{mportant at this time

the Kennedy administyation proposal is
a step completely agai
ests of our school system\I submit, under
leave to extend my remar
from the Herald-News,
dated June 22, 1961;
THE ADA oN FEDERAL SCHROL AIp

The New Jersey Council of the ericans
for Democratic Action sent out s ldaflet call-
ing for emergency action to get thd Federal
aid to education bill passed just before the
legislation bogged down In the H
Representatives. .

The booklet 1s useful because it tell\why
the ADA believes that New Jersey needg\the
Federal ald legislation. The arguments dre
(1) people opposed to the legislation “are

assaic, N.J.,

, this editorial -
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either short-sighted, peculiarly - narrow
minded, or both"; and (2) 26.1 percent of the
New Jersey young men who took the selec-
tive service mental test in 1859 rfalled,
whereas the natlonal average was 24.7 per-
cent.

The use of the selective service statistic Is-
an ‘example of carelessness with the truth
which characterizes much of the argument
for Federal school -ald. There is no rela-
tionship between the amount of money
spent in New Jersey on public schools and
the selective service failure rate.

There are States which spend much less
on schools and have a much lower failure
rate than New Jersey. They are States _
which do not attract the undereducated from
elsewhere in the numbers that New Jersey
does. Our State is a mecca for the under-
privileged who seek a better life.

The ADA appeals to passion and prejudice
rather than to reason with these two argu-
ments.

State Senator Sandman, whose letter to
the editor appeared in the forum this week,
offered & real argument against Federal
school ald. He asked why the taxpayers of
finanelally hard-pressed school districts in
his county, Cape May, should be called upon
to pay 82 to $2.50 in Federal taxes for each
dollar of Federal aid.

The bitter irony of the school aid pro-
posal is that New Jersey 1s being called upon
to pay through the nose for a Federal school
ald program in order to help supposedly
poor States which tempt New Jersey industry
to move with offers of tax rebates and other
financial advantages,

Cuban Prisoners for Tractors

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

HON. PRESCOTT BUSH

OF CONNECTICUT .
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Monday, June 26, 1961

- Mr. BUSH. Mr. President, the ill-
conceived plan to submit to Castro’s
blackmail offer to trade Cuban prisoners
for tractors has collapsed. The tractors-
for-freedom committee, formed with the
backing of the President, has disbanded
after accusing the Cuban dictator of bad
faith in negotiations for the exchange.

*Now that this unfortunate adventure
in attempting to carry on diplomatic
negotiations by other than official agen- .
cies is over, I hope that the State Depart- -
ment will redouble its efforts to exert
Dressures on Castro not only to release
the Cubans in question but especially to
secure the freedom of American prison-
ers held in Cuban prisons.

One such American prisoner is Drexel
Gibson, an American businessman who
was arrested in Cuba on April 19, and
since that time has been imprisoned.
When news of Mr. Gibson's imprison-
ment reached this country, I immedi-
ately communicated with the State De-
partment to urge action to secure his
release and have been in touch with the
Department numerous times on this
matter. The latest information I have
received is that the Swiss Embassy in
Havana, through which discussions with
the Cuban Government are taking place,
reports that Mr. Gibson is being investi-
gated for “activities against the state.”
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The Swiss Embassy has requested per-
mission to visit Mr. Gibson and organize
_his defense. '

Mr. Gibson's wife, a constituant of
mine who resides in Riverside, Conn,,
was in Washington last week and was
interviewed by .the distinguished: senior
Senator from Indiana [Mr. CaPEHART].
Because the information brought out in
this discussion is' of interest, not only to
people of Connecticut, but to those who
are concerned about other Americans
held prisoner in Cuba, I ask unanimous
consent, Mr. President, that a {ranascrip=~

_tion of the interview may be printed in
the Appendix of the RECORD. v

There being no objection, the tran-
seript of the interview was ordered to
be printed in the Recorp, as follows:

GuesT INTERVIEW WITH WIFE OF AMERICAN
PRISONER IN CUBA

- Announcer. From the Nation's (apltal and
a public service Senator HomEr E. OAPEHART
reports to the people of Indlana. Toclay Sen-
ator CAPEHART has a special guest. Now here
18 Senator CAPEHART.

Senator CAPEHART, We have teern trylng
to give to the American peopls und the
people of Indiana the facts and the truth
in connection with a number of Issues fac-
ing them. At times they are not very pleas-
ant because world conditions today are not
pleasant.

But 1 am one who belleves thai; tte Amer-
fcan people should ‘have the farts. We
ought to tell them the truth. And for that
reason we put on this kind of a program.
Today We have with us as a spedial guest a

- lady, a mother and a wife from the State
of Connecticut, Mrs, Drexel Gibsion, of Riv-
erside, Conn., whose husband s a prisoner
in Cuba. I thought that inasmuch as we
are talking today about giving up isome 500
tractors for some 1,200 Cuban citizens that
you should meet Mrs, Gibson whose hus-
band is in a Cuban prison. Llkewise, I
give you during this program the 1names of
29 Americans who are in prison :n Cuba.
And now we'll meet Mr3, Gibson. How do
you do, Mrs. Gibson. '

_Mrs. Gipson. How do you do, Senator
CAPEHART. . ~

Senator CapEmArT, You, I bellzve, lived In
Cuba for a number of years. :

Mrs. GissoN. I lived there for 2 years.
My husband was running the Berlitz School
of Languages in Cuba.

Senator CAPEHART. That was a school that
taught Cubans to speak Englisa snd other
languages? .

Mrs. GiesoN. Yes; they were very inter-
ested in English.

Senator CAPEHART. And you wer: there 2
years? N

Mrs. CussoN. I was there 2 years. I had

.0 return last July because our young son
had some medical problems,.

Senator CapEmarT. And you refurned from
Cuba to the United States?

Mrs. GxssoN. Yes.

Senator CAPEHART, And then your hus-
band came up later, did he?

Mrs. GresoN. He came up and vislted in
November, Our son had had tvro operations
at that point. My husband went back to
Cuba and in March another operntion was
expected so he returned then. lie ‘went back
the 11th of April. The invasion was the 17th.
He was srrested the 19th.

. Genator CapeHART. He was arrested the
19th of April. That was after the invasion.

Mrs. GiBsoN. Two .days after the Invasion.

Senator CaPEHART. And he is hoWw, of
course, in prison in Cuba. And he is an
American citizen. You are an American
citizen, You were born in Connecticut?

Mrs. GIBSON. Yes, he was born in Iowa.

Senator CaPEHART. He was born in Iowa
and you were born in Connecticut. He was
operating a legltimate business in Cuba,
And they threw him in jail on April 19.

Mrs. GiesoN. Yes, the police were walting
for him when he arrived at his office.

Senator CaPEHART. Have you heard from
him since?

Mrs, GiesoN. Not directly, with the excep-
tion of a paper glving permission for an
operation on our son which the Swiss Em-
bassy obtained through a Cuban lawyer for
me.

Senator CAPEHART. What has your Govern-
ment, the American 'Government, done to
agsist you in this matter?

Mrs. GIBsON. They cabled Berne, Switzer-
1and, and Berne cabled the Swiss Embassy
in Havana, and after 3 or 4 weeks I recelved
the informatlon that he was well 8 or 4
weeks ago. ‘

Senator CAPEHART. And as far as you know
that is all they have accomplished or made
any effort to accomplish?

Mrs. GiBsoN. That seems to be all they
have done.

Senator CAPEHART. Well, at this point 1

-want to say that thls Is a case where an

Amerlcan citizen is in a Cuban prison, and
our Government seems to be making no ef-
fort to get him released. The so-called
Tractors-for-Freedom Committee seems to
be taking no interest in Americans that
are in Cuban prisons elther.

‘I think I ought to read the names of 22
Americans that were given to me today
by the State Department. These are Amer-
ican cltizens who are now in Cuban prisons:

_ AMERICANS IN PRISGN IN CUBA—CRIME, AND
SENTENCE

‘1. Shergalis, William J., crimes against the

state, awalting trial since March 21, 1860.

2, Rundguist, Howard L., crimes against
the state, awaliting trial since March 21,
1960.

3. Taransky, Edmund, crimes against the
state, 10 years.

4. Danbrunt, Eustance, crimes against the
state, 10 years.

5. Carswell, .Danilel, crimes against the
state, 10 years.

6. Young, Austin F. Jr., counter-revolu-
tionary activities, 30 years. v

7, Lambton, Peter John, counter-revolu~
tlonary activities, 25 years. ’

8. Del Pino, Rafael, counter-revolutionary
activities, 30 years.

9. Martino, John V., counter-revolutionary
activities, 13 years.

10. Roberts, John Howard, hotel debts
(started serving sentence vefore breakup of
diplomatic relations between United States
and Cuba), 2 years.

11, Bradley, Leslie, plotting invasion, 10
years. - -

12. Peccoraro, Richard-Allen, counter-revo-
Tutionary activities, 30 years.

13. Nordio, Mario, esplonage, 30 years.

14, Koop, Juan Pedro, counter-revolution-
ary activities, 20 years.

15, Gibson, Alford E, counter-révolution-
ary activities, 30 years.
~'16. Scheldt, Leonard L., counter-revolu-
tlonary actlvities, 30 years.

17. Beck, George R., counter-revolution-
ary activities, 30 years.

18. Baker, Tommy L., counter-revolution-
ary activities, 30 years.

19. Beane, James R., counter-revolutionary
activities, 30 years.

20. Green, Donald Joe,
tlonary activities, 80 years.

21, Ponce de Leon, Maria, political, awalt-
ing sentence.

92. Gentlle, Robert John, counter-revolu-
tionary activities, 10 years.

Now, folks, those are the names of 22
American citizens who. are in Cuban prisons.
The State Department tells me that they
don’t know how many Americans are in

counter-revolu-
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prison in Cuba where there has been no trial
or no conviction.

The 22 U.S. citizens, whose names I have
just read to you have already heen sentenced
from 10 to 30 years each. The shortest sen-
tence I find is 10 years—the longest sentence
13 30 years, And as I sald a moment ago, they
have made no effort to estimate the number
of -Americans that are in Cuban prisons that
haven't been tried or sentenced. And Mrs.
Gibson’s husband is in that category. ,The
State Department only knows about Mr.\3ib-
son because of Mrs. Gibson's efforts to do
something for him.

Now the question, of course, that exa;ers
my mind is why is our Tractors for Freedom
Comnrittee, which is willing to have Castro
blackmalil us for 500 tractors, interested in
the release of 1,200 Cuban ptisoners, when we
are makipg no effort to see that American
prisoners are released. And this situation
exists all over the world, We have Amerlcans
imprisoned in Chinag, in Russia, and other
places. )

1 am hopeful, as a result of this broadcast,
that the American people, who are listening
will wire me, and wire the President of the
United States—and demand that our CGov-
ernment do something about this situation.
I think it’s ridiculous and humiliating to
think that we show more interest in Cuban
prisoners that we do Americans who are In
Cuban prisons.

The State Department also told me today
that it has estimated that Castro has some
50,000 political prisoners. Most of these are
Cuhbans, of course, except for the Americans.

I am hopeful that you people will write
me and write your President, and demand
that the Governmen.do something to help
this lady get her husband back. Mr, Gibson
is an American citizen, he was in Cuba on
legitimate business. The Gibsons have two
children; they are American cltlzens and live
in Connecticut. I hope that we can do some-
thing about this situation. And, as I say,
this is not & pleasant broadcast, but I think
the people ought to know what’s going on
in Cuba. You can multiply the Mrs. Gib-
sons by miany, many times and you get a
ittle idea of the grief in the United States
on the part of many American citizens as &

‘ yesult of our people, Americans, lying in

prisons in Cuba and throughout the world.

Unless you have something else to say,
Mrs. Gibson, we thank you very much and
I hope this program will be helpful to you.
I assure yoar that I-am golng to do everything

I possibly can to get our Government and

other sources to assist.you in getting your
husband released from this Cuban prison.
“Mrs. GIesoN. Well, thank you, Senator
Capehart.
Senator CapeHART. Thank you very, very
much., ,

00d Will Ambassadors seu—norid/

TENSION OF REMAR};;S’

. PAUL G. Rg,@ﬁfks

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOYSE OF REE ESENTATIVES

er, all of us are/
upswing in busjfies
mer. Some /eople
others will-go out aRrd
about it, sélling their pr
ices throligh promotion, a
person-to-person contact.

“In”Fort Lauderdale, Fla.,
bulinessmen- have organized

do something
ucts and serv-
vertising, and

group of
unique
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esses; has the right to certain infor
t}pn in Government files, and also Ahe
rikht to review of the SACB’s findings
by ¥he courts of this land.

fth. The Government can falsgly at~
the Communist label to pg it;}zal
, INE=

curity\ Act, no organizatfon can be
found to pe Communist except under the
conditiond T have previously/fenumerated,
conditions\which grant evety reasonable
protection Yo individual angl group rights
and whichy the Suprenfe Court has
found, are conformityjwith the Con-
stitution.
Sixth. The\Declaratioh of Independ-
ence and the Bible can ndéw be designated
“Communist popagandh.”
The truth is\only that all literature
distributed by Commuhist organizations
cited as such by the /SACB must indi-
cate the nature of the 5rganizat,10n The
literature itself—eveh if it were the
Communist manifesto—would not be
designated as “Corhy
With the helpliof the New York
Times, and the} Washington Post,
Khrushchev’s fifth gplumn in the United
States has succeeged in presenting to
their readers who'arge not informed on
the actual provisibns\of the Smith and
Internal Security/Actd, a picture of po-
Hee-state Amerida, a.
Constitution and’Bill oj Rights is a joke,
an America thaf has dbserted its prin-
ciples and practices political repression,
an America that is no longer America.

- This ad is nof only a viclous detraction
of the United States, it is & unconsecion-
able whitewas of the Corgmunist con-
spiracy, the d of thing we expect from
Communists, but also the k d of thing

Over 10 years ago, in 1948, the
mittee oy Un~American Activitied, i

umented} the fact:that Communists
foreign fgents; and that is exactl

determihation made by the Court g
the Coxnmunist Party was given ¢
opportunity to disprove the charge}
the Afforney General said of this
the C¢mmunist Party has had its
and in fact, its years in Court on
very point.

On/the question of forceful overtlirow
of the U.S. Government, I like to Hring
to the attention of all Members of |this
House the following fact:

Less than 2 years ago, there was §
lished in Moscow, and in the Rus|
language, a book entitled “Fundamentals

f Marxism-Leninism.” An English JAn-

age translation of this work ig nl

vailable in the United States and is b¥-

nunist propaganda.” .

. Moscow—and 4

America whose
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ing sold In Communist book stores
literature distribution centers throygh-
put the country. The official Comm]
oygans, the Worker and Political
have promoted and praised this/book,
sa¥ing its publication is an event/fof ma-
jor\importance. All members of the con-
spirkcy have been told, in efiéct, that
this\book is their new “bible.’

I Quote from page 619 of /this book,
a book that is now being studied in Com-
munis¢ clubs and cells thrgughout the
country: - .

Of colrse, 1t would be wrong to think that
power cduld be won by parligmentary means
on any klection day. Omnlyjreformists who
are convipced that profoungl social changes
are decldgd by a mere vote could believe

this. rxist-Leninists do not have so
primitive 4 conception of $he coming of the
working class to power thybugh parliament.

And on page 617 this world Commu-

nist directiye states:

Wherever the reactlorary bourgeolsie has
a strong arnmyy and police force at its dis-
posal, the woiking clasg will encounter fierce
resistance. There can pe no doubt that in a
number of capitalist! countries the over-
throw of the Rourgeols dictatorship will in-
evitably take flace tiirough an armed class
struggle.

Most of yoj kdow, I am sure, that
according to the ¢ommunist line set by
epted by the U.S, con-
spiracy—the United States is the world’s
prime example W9f a country where the
reactionary bhoyrgeoisie has a strong
army and polica force at its disposal.

It is, in other words, the country where
armed and vio]!én overthrow must take
place.

I cannot haik‘a wndering why the New
York Times atid tlxe Washington Post, if
they want t¢ pretent the Communist
side truthfully, do inot publish some of
the choice tidbits such as these from the
“Fundamentals of Marxism-Leninism,”
instead of agcepting wnd promoting—ior
cash—the émear-A merica lies of the
Communis

Perhaps/ it all deperids on one’s idea of
Just what }s fit to prin}.

:{WR' FRANK REEVES

(Mrs. {ST. GEORGE \asked and was
given p;lrmisslon to extehd her remarks
at this point in the REcdrp.)

Mrs,/ ST. GEORGE, \Mr. Speaker,
anyon¢ appointed to an dffice of public
i pve 8 record

ank Reeves, nominated by thd4 Presi-
nt for the important post of a i trlct
ommissioner had failed to pay
rict income tax for the years of\ 1957
and 1958, and that these taxes ha¥{l re-
cently been collected after a lien\had
been filed against him by the authori\ies.
Such a record should absolutely &is-
qualify this man for this public positipn
of such great responsibility. If he wege

Ed

reply to my letter.

10415

running for an electwe office his /:)p-
ponent would blast him out of the
running because the people will th coun-
enance such an attitude.

r. Reeves’ reported explanatmn that
thlg delinquency was an “ovérsight” on
the\part of his wife is hard to believe,
but 1§ true it shows great garelessness in
his at{itude toward his ghligations as a
citizen\and it cannot condoned. His
further\ explanation /that he 18 “hu-

meet their responsibilities of citizenship.

PROPOSED SWAP OF U.S.-BUILT
TRACTORS FOR CUBAN PRISON-~
ERS :

(Mr. MICHEL asked and was given
permission to extend his remarks at this
point in the Recorp and to include a let-
ter directed to the Attorney General and
his reply thereto.)

Mr. MICHEL. Mr. Speaker, Members
of this House are aware that I have
been very critical of the proposed swap
of U.S.~-buil$ tractors for Cuban prison-
ers. In the flrst instance, we ‘pointed
up the difference between so-called agri~
cultural general-purpose tractors and
the much larger track-type, Caterpil-
lar D-8’s originally requested by Castro.
Since that time the Tractors for Free-
dom Committee has been negotiating
for the smaller tractors, and while this
does not make the deal any more palata-
ble to me, I was glad to see that the dis~
tinction was drawn and predicted that
Fidel Castro would refuse acceptance cf
the smaller units, for he knew precisely
what he was asking for in the first in-
stance. Quite frankly, I thought the
whole deal had fallen through as of last
Friday, but now as of this morning we
learn through the press that the whole
dirty business is being revived.

‘Mr. Speaker, you will recall that on
June 13 I addressed a letter to the At~
torney General suggesting that this ne-

. gotiating committee was acting in vio-

lation of section 953 of title 18 of the
United States Code, the so-called Logan
Act. On June 22—8 days later, after
prompting with a telegram—TI received a
Mr. Speaker, I in-
clude the full text of my letter of June
13, fogethex with the reply from Attor~
ney General Robert Kennedy, in their
entirety at this point in the ReEcorp:
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, D.C., June 13, 1961,
Hon. RoBErRT F. KENNEDY,
The Attorney General,
Depariment of Justice, Washington, D.C.
DEAR ATTORNEY GENERAL KENNEDY: If is
my understanding that this morning a
group of individuals representing the so-
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called Tractors for Freedom CTommittee de-
parted the United States for Cuba to nego-
tlate an exchange of 500 '7.8.-built tractors
for 1,200 Cuban prisoners. Aside from the
many facets of this blackmail swap with
which we may be in disagreement, I shall
&ddress myself In this edmmunication to
only one in which I believe there is a viola-
tion of the law.

I would respectfully draw your attention’

to section 0563 of title 18 of the United States
Code. This section states:
“Any cltizen of the Unised States, wher~

.ever he may be, who, without authority of

the United States, direcily or indirectly
commences Or carries on any correspondence
or intercourse with any foreign government
or any officer or agent thereo!f, with intent
to influence the measures cr conduct of any
forelgn government or of ary cfficer or agent
thereof, in relation to any disputes or con-
troversies with the United States, or to de-
feat the measures of the United States, shall
be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned
not more than three years, or hoth.”

While there have been nc. ccnvictions un-
der this statute since its original enactment
in 1769 (1 Stat. 613), it has been mentioned
in judicial context on several occaslons,

In reviewing the legislative Listory of this
statute, I find that Thomas Pinckney of
South Carolina said in debate on the bill:

“If an individual goes fcrward to a for-
eign government to mnegotiate on national
concerns, what answer could he. give to such
&8 government when he wus asked, ‘Upon
what authority do you come? He must say,

-‘T have no power, I am undelegated; but our

administration is either wealk o wicked, and
will not do what is for the interest of the

country, and therefore I come, because I

think myself more wise, and better disposed
to serve my country than its constituted au-
thoritles,’ And is there no criminality * *» *
in this throwing censure on those who have
been appointed by the people tp administer
the Government?, If such sn act produces
any effect at all, it must produce a bad one.
Any sensible government must either laugh
at such a man as mad, or conclude that he

.1s the agent of a deep-rootecl party opposed

to the government of the ccuntry from
whence he comes. And certeainly no indi-
vidual ought to be permitted to do an act
with impunity which might throw so great
& contempt upon the government of his
country.” (8-9 Annals of Congress, 2609
2610).

I would ask ‘you, Mr. Attorney General,
upon what authority can this committee ne-
gotiate any kind of an agreement with the
head of a forelgn government except that
they do so in violation of the aforementioned
statute? It would seem to me that until
this question is officially resolved that the
Government should take appropriate steps to
bar the shipment of any tractors or equip-
ment agreed upon by this committee and
which currently are under Gcvernment em-
bargo.

I would appreciate having an early ex-
presslon from you in answer tc the ques-
tlon which I have raised on the legality of
the transaction being negotiated by the
so-called Tractors for Freedom Commitiee.

Sincerely yours, ‘
RoBERT H. MICHEL,
Member of (Jongress.
Hon. Roeert H, MICHEL,
U.S. House of Representatwes
Washington, D.C.

- DEAR CONGRESSMAN MicHEL: [ refer to your
letter to me of June 13, 1961, inquiring
whether the negotlations of the Tractors for
Freedom Committee with the Cltban Gov-
ernment involve any violation of the Logan
Act, 18 U.S.C. 958,

That act, the text of which is set forth In
your letter, makes it a erlme for any citizen
of the United States, without authority of
the United States, to commence or cary on

correspondence or intercourse with a foreign

government, with intent to influence the

measures or conduct of any foreign govern-
ment in relation to any dispute or contro-
versy with the United States, or to defeat
the measures of the United States. The act
was passed in 1799 ag the result of the pri-
vate efforts of Dr. George Logan, of Pennsyl-
vania, to arrange a peaceful settlement of
outstanding disputes between the United
States and France, following the failure of
the mission of the speclal envoys sent by
President Adams for this purpose. The un-
derlying intent of the legislation, as stated
by its sponsor, Mr. Griswold, was to pro-
hibit “an interference of .individual citizens
in the negotiations of our Executive with
foreign governments” (9 Annals of Congress
2489). (See to the same general effect, 9 An-
nals of Congress 2494 (Mr. Griswold), 2502
{Mr. Pinckney), 2691 (Mr. Bayard), 2617
(Mr. Harper).)

On the basis of the information available
to the Department of Justice, it does not
appear that the negotiations now in prog-
ress by the Tractors for Freedom Commit-
tee involve any interference with negotia-
tions between the Governments of the United
States and Cubka, or any intent to influence
the measures or conduct of the Cuban Gov~
ernment “in relation to any disputes or con-
troversies with the United States” or to “‘de-
feat the measures of the United States.”
The President has stated his sympathy with
the humanitarian objectives of the commit-
tee and the Intention of the Government not
to interfere with or put obstacles in the way
of a legitimate private, humanitarian effort.
A copy of the President’s statement 1s at-
tached.

In view of the foregoing, I do not believe
any violation of the Logan Act is involved.

Sincerely,
ATTORNEY GENERAL.

[From the New York Times, May 25, 1961]

STATEMENT OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY, -
. WASHINGTON, May 24, 1961

The tractors-for-freedom movement is a
wholly private humanitarian movement
aimed at saving the lives of several hundred
men. It is supported by free meh and
women throughout the Americas.

When Fidel Cestro first made his offer to
“exchange” the lives and liberty of 1,200
prisoners for 500 agricultural tractors, the
American people responded with characteris-
tic compassion. A number of private com-
mittees were organized vo raise the necessary
funds and many private citlzens, in this
country and throughout the hemisphere, in-
quired as to where they could contribute.

My concern was to help make certain that
a single, representative group of citizens
headed this effort in the Untted States. Iam
grateful to Mrs. Roosevelt, Walter Reuther,
and Dr. Milton Elsenhower for their leader-
ship.

The U.S. Government has not been and
cannot be a party to these negotiations.
But when private citizens seek to help pre-
vent suffering in other lanhds through volun-
tary contributions—which 1s a great Ameri-
cen traditlon—this Government should not
interfere with thely humanitarian efforts.

Neither lew nor eguity calls upon us to
impose obstacles in their path as they seek
to save those who fought to restore freedom
in our hemisphere. I am advised that the
Logan Act is not involved, inasmuch as it
covers only negotiations “in relation to any
disputes or controversies with the United
Btates, or to defeat the measures of the
United States”; that tax exemption is grant-

-ed as & matter of course to any “charitable”

organization engaged in the rehabilitation
and assistance of needy refugees; and that
export licenses are routinely granted for

humanitarian reasons, to ship. farm produce”

and medicines to Cuba, and would thus be
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granted for a humasanitarian shipment of
farm implements,

While thls Government is thus putting
forward neither obstacles nor assistance to
this wholly private effort, I hope that all
citizens will contribute what they can. If
they were our brothers in a totalitarian
prison, every American would want to help.
I happen to feel deeply that all who fight for
freedom particularly in our hemisphere—

are brothers.
. b8

E 1961 YEARBOOK OF AGRICUL-
‘TURE =

e SPEAKER. Under previous order
of the House, the gentleman frqm,New

6DELL. Mr. Speaker, yester-
e 25, 1961, the 62d Yearbook of

of Agriculture and through
essional offices will be made
the American people.

e 43d Congressional District
of New Youk are exceedingly proud of the

.contributiop made to this volume by one

of our fine ‘gitizens from _Fredonia, N.Y.
I speak of . John F. Schiffman; vice
president of\the Hygrade Seed Co. in
Fredonia. re than 2 years ago John
Schifiman urged that one of the annual
yearbooks published by the Department
of Agriculture §hould deal with the im-
portant subjectpf seeds. Mr. Schiffman
has been a leadgr in the produection of
this excellent ang useful volume.

‘These volumes \were first called year-
books in 1895 whan their amnual publi~
cation began, I
the - publication

issued his annual report. Part II of that
report was devoted agriculture. ~
The present vokime, representing
months of work, cohtains 75 chapters
with 48 pages of pholographs and other
illustrations. It is the work of a total
of 128 writers and could well become the
definitive text in its fie. The Secretary
of Agriculture, in the\foreword, states
that “good seeds are 2 symbol and
a foundation of the goodl life our people
have gained.”
The subject matter \of seeds was
among the first concerny of the early

our land are being utilized
are an important factor

the standard of living of all
of the globe.
Agamst this backdrop of

able report on “Seeds”.
that it is being issued concu
the meeting of the American
Association in Chicago, Ill.,
The book also is being issued just prior
to the celebration of World Sged Year
being observed by many free} nations
with the actual celebration belng held
in Rome during the summer months.
John Schiffman has lived in} Chau-
tauqua County all his life. have
in Chautauqua County a rich 1 tra-
dition. Many of our finest citizen}y have
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