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Statement of tho Aloxandria Delegation
In Regord to Funds for the c.I.A, Building

To The Honorable Dennis M, Chavez
and Members of the Senate Appropriations Sub=Cormmittee
Gentlenen:

We appcar before you teday in tho interest of the Clty of
Aloxandris with regard to having the C.I.A. building located in our
City., I am Ira F, Willard, City Manager of Alexandria, Virginia,
and I will be the spokesman for the Aiexandria delegatlon, which 1is
composed of Vice Mayor Joseph M, Pancoast; Councilman James M
Duncan, Jr.; and Mr, David S, Haddock representing the Alexandria
Chamber of Cormerce. The Mayor of the City of Alexandria would have
been present but prior coamnltments made 1t impossible for him to
attend, but he is vitally interested in this project.

Several months ago word was received in the City of Alexan=-
dria that the C.I.A, was looking for a site on which to locate a
new building, which is the topic of this meeting this morninga
Articles appeared 1h the newsapapers indicating that their first
interest had been in a site at Langley, Virginia, ond that the
citizens of that area had objected to locating the bullding there,

Realizing that the City of Alexandria had many advantages to
offer, a delegatlion called upon the authoritles of the Central
Intelligence Agency at which time they were greeted with this
statement from the C.I.A, officials: "We are plad that somebody
wants us," Since that time the position of the City of Alexandrila
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has not changed, We do not know whether the position of.the other
parties in interest to this matter has changed or not, We hope‘
that it has not,

When our delegation explained to the C,I.A, officials what
advantages we had, they were interested and requested that no infor-
mation be made public as to this matter due to the highly secret
nature of the operations of that Agency, Out of deference to their
request all meetings, conferences and officlal acts of the City of
Alexandria had not been made public and no officilal statement has
heretofore been made by any official of the City of Alexandria,

We would still contlnue to respect the request of the Central
Intelligence Agency were 1t not for the fact that we feel at this
time that the case of the City of Alexandria should be publilcly
presented for the benefit of this Committee, So with your kind
Indulgence I would like to briefly review the adventages which we
conslder the Clty of Alexandria has to offer for the location of
the building in our Cilty,

I would like to show you a map of the Metropolitan Area
which shows both sites =~ Langley and Alexandria, You can see from
this map that the Alexandria site 1s six (6) miles distant from tpe
White House and four (L) miles distant from the Pentagon Building,
whereas the Langley site is seven (7) miles distant from the White
House and seven and a half (7-1/2) miles distant from the Pentagon.
Mr, Dulles stated before the Commlittee that the dlstance of the
proposed building should be within 10 or 15 minutes from the White
House, He later stated that the volumo of business which the
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Agency conducted with the Pentagon was two or thrge times greater
than that conducted with others, In elther event, the Alexandria
gite more than moets the specifications so far as distance 1is
concernod,

The Alexandria site also has an adequate road net extending
in all directions; bus transportation is avallable through an oxlst-
ing transit company which is amply equipped to servc thls aroa;
adequate powor lines arc avallable; wator maing are already in
oxistence which will sorve this area; a trunk sewor 1s alroady in
exlstonce and another trunk sower 1is boing completed into tho site
connecting with a $9,000,000 sowago troatment plant which will go
into operation in the City in July 1956; a new telephono exchange
building is being completed by tho Chesapcake & Potomac Telephone
Company to expand the servicc in this areaj; new housing facilities
for the employoes of the Agency, constructed within the last five
(5) years, includes 8300 apartments within 5 minutes of the Alexan-
dria site which rent from $65,00 to $125,00 a month, There 1s also
now housing which includes 3700 houses within 15 minutos of the slte,
and et present 300 more arce under construction, Extensive, older
housing is available for sale or rent in Alexandria and adjacent
Falrfax County. Adequato public and private schools are available
for all of this housing, and alrecady the City of Alexandria has
projected additional school buildings in undeveloped land of the
City in anticipation of further dovelopment'of the City, Within 500
yvards of tho.proposod site is a'now high school which has cost 1n
oxcoss of $2,000,000, and is one of the most modern high school
plants in the United States,
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In-dpnnection with accossibility it is important to note
that tho Alexandria site 1s on the Shirloy Highway and traffic to
and from tho site during rush hours will run countorwisc to the
provalling heavy traffic into and out of Washington,

I do not wish to depreocate the Langley sito to tho Committoe,
but the statement which I want to make is morely for the purpose of
comparing the two sites, At Langloy there are no roads of fair
capacity; bus transportation is inadequate; no powor, wator or
sewagc sorvices aro availablo; no sizablo telephonc facllitios aro
in exlstence and none planned to my knowledgo; and there 1s no come
parable housing availablo in this area as indicatod by tho rural
nature of this arca on tho map, and due to tho rural characteor of
this Langley slte 1t 1s roasonablo to oxpect that fow, 1f any, school
facilitlios are available,

The cost of locating the site in Alexandria is nominal com=
parcd to a cost running into millions for providing accoss roads,
utilitics and facilitiocs which will bo requirod before this pro=
posed building at Langloy could be used, With this in mind it is
hopod that the Committoe will appropriate the monecy needod for builde-
ing the structure at once and that the structure be located in
Alexandria whoro all things nooded for this bullding are already in
cxistenco,

Now, gentlemon, we have wanted the building from tho very
beginning, and we still want this bullding, Thore has beon no word
of officlal objoction to tho location of such a bullding in

Alcxandria and, to my kndwlodgo, no unofficial objection has been
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made to the location of the building in the City of Alex&ndria;
The reason for this, I believe, 1s that the site which we propose
is entiroly adapted to the use for which theland will be pubt and
no citizen of the City or any other place will be inconvenienced
as the result of the bullding being locatcd there,

Contrarily, numerous complaings and objJections have been
registered by thé McLeoan=Langley residents in connectlon with the
location of the building at Lengley, I am sure that the members of
the Committee are acquaeinted with thesc objections because they have
been made for a long timo’and are still céntinuing to be made,

(Commont re open letter published by McLean
Citizens Assoclation)

It 1sthe hope of the City of Alexandria that tho Committee
will give favorable donsideration to the many advantages whilch the
City of Alexandria effers for the location of the building in this
City, and that such will be the recommendation of the Committee for
final adoption by the Congress,

s In summary, let mo quote testimeny of Mr, Dulles beforc the
House Appropriations Subcommittoc as follows: "Wo would be rather
handicapped, for example, 1f the authorization were only for what

we expeet to expend next year, If we had the funds in hand for the '
bullding we could proceed with assurance," Polnt numberl, thorofoné,
ls that C,I.,A, noeds their building now, for a varlcty of reasons
which Mr, Dulles gave to the H ouse Subcormlittee, and he desires
that 2ll funds required for the bullding bo aphropriasted at this
time, Point numbor 2: Bocause of distance to tho White House and

Pentagon, 1t appears that o slto in Maryland would be unsuiltabloe,

Approved For Release 2010/05/14 : CIA-RDP63T00245R000100170073-2



Approved For Release 2010/05/14 : CIA-RDP63T00245R000100170073-2
- ’

Statemont of Alexandris Dolcgation
Point Number 3: The Langley sito appoars unauitod for furthor

consideration because 1t ig uncoonomical, bocause of the lack of

site facilitles at Langley, ond bocause of the strong opposition

of local rosidents in the arca, Point Number B: The Alexandria

site 1z cntirely sul table and is avallable for immediate commencoment
of censtruction, if funds for tho land end building are fully
appropriated at thisSesslon of the Congross, Point Number 5: Thero
docs pot appoar to bo any compelling rcason why tho suthori,ation

of $8,500,000 for tho Goorge Washington Memorial Parkway should not

be oliminated frem the appropriation, and no roason appoars why the
prosont Congross should not appropriate tho full amount fer the land
ond the bullding in ordor that constructlon could be begun imodiatoly
for the C, I, A, in the Alexandria aroca,

Themk you very much, gentlemen, for your courtcous conslderatien

in thls matter,
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