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four recent letter to Mr. Inllss has besn referred 0 une
for reply. You raise tho interestisg view, as I wderstund it,
it the rigld indoetriration foviet citisens yreveive will cone
dition them 0 accept the stee level of sconomice sacrifiee In
the foture as in the past.

fo one, of epurse, can pretend to reed the futurs with a
high degree of scouracy. However, there are seme belpful guide-
posts vhich smerge {row a study of the sost-Ztalin trend of
congumor wellfare in the Soviet Unlon. The beusdng and agvri- :
cultural programs are combining to raise living standards signif-
isently for the first time since the Comwunist revolutien, It
seens cleor thet the EKhrushohev regime is baing responsive to
the demands OF consumers for some of Lhe benefits of four decades
of induetrialisstion. This moderste ipprovement, in turs, appesrs
o have ereated a climate of rislng coupuner expecitations shich
is lesding to modest, dut real, incresses in the production of
durable conpwmrs goods,

ve can, in, see the beglunings of an evolutinnary treud,
roseibly aided by incressing contaot of Seviet oltizens with the
Wegt. Ho ome ean predict how vapidiy (or how far) the trend of
the pest {ive years can be projected with confidence. However,
the view of the USSR a8 an unchanging monolith, able to ignore
the winbes of ite citisens, mugt now be modified.

Sineerely vours.
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