Approved For Release 2000/08/26

Approved For Release 2000/08/26 : CIA-RDP62-00865RU00200250002-3

*Army/State Declass/Release Instructions On File*

i

i

THE PATTERN OF COMMUNIST MOVEMENTS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

A brief survey of international
Communist operations in six countries

_ o

25X1A9%9a
r d b
sparec 25X1A8a
= Lfor o
Preparced Lor 25X1A29
case sumbers || EGN DOCUMERT NO.
NO CHANGE IN OLASS. O
@) sbedz 16 Aprd 5 DECLASSIFIED
Date Lﬂmplt.;t\. 3 pril 195k O et 75 s (B 4D
. HEXT nmsw DATEI
AUTH: HR 1

DATE: _g.z.esu_-ﬂsvmwsm_Of!ﬁiﬁl

: CIA-RDP62-00865R000200250002-3



Approved For Release 2000/08/26 : CIA-RDP62-00865R000200250002-3

1

THE PATTERN OF COMMUNIST MOVEMENTS IN SGUTHEAST ASIA

SUMMARY

Develorment of the Comuqist movemsnt in Southeast Asia has
followed the line set by the Comintern mare than 30 years ago.
Policise of Communist p&rties in the area have been direcied by
Mozecow ard, more recently, alse by Peiping. Operating under the
guise of nationaliam, these parties have followed a similar pattern,
atsempting to bring all the cclén_:!.al areas of Southezat Asia inte
the fold of international Communism. Only in Thailand, which has
long been an independent nation, has the patiern varied tc any
groat extanto

Most countries of the area have mors than one Commnist party,
senetimes because of individual differences, sometimes representing
different ethnic groups within a country. Most of the partiss are
butlt of a hard core of theoreticians and leaders swrounded by
aseorted hangers-on who are malcontents or seskers of personal gaine
Ixupm'i;an‘i; support comes fr.om the elements of the overseas Chiness
population which still have strong tiss to China repardleas of the
ideological foree directing her destiny.

The hands of the Russian and Chinsse Communiste sere clearly
visible in the 1920%s and the 1930's, whon most of the Southoast

Aslan Commmnlsts worked under the direction of the Fexr Eagstern

-
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Bureau »f the Comintern, Their influence was even mors clearly
evident in 1948 when, alter representaiives from Peiping, Moscow and
Southeast Asia met with the Indian Commnist Party in PFebruary,
Communist insurrections broke out in ;{lé:iaya, Indonesia, Burma and
the Philippines, | o

Current evidence of Peiping's influence is the logistic support
given the Viet Minh in Indochina, the activities of Chinese Communi st
agents 1n Southeast Agla, partisularly among the ovefseaa Chinese
and cther etbnic minority groups, arnd the financing of the lowe
interest loan program in Burnma. Through the World Federaticn of
Trade Unions, Peiping controls leftist lsber organizatiors in many
countries of the area. Through cultural missions, %raveling business-
mer; returning students and sightseeing trips, Peiping passes on

instructions where official channsle such as smbassies are lacking.
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THE PATTERN OF COQMLIUNIST i"IOVEME!\ITSi-’ IN SQUTHEAST ASIA

T, Internationsl Aspects of Movemehﬁg in Southeast Asian Communiem

The Third Communist Internationzl (Comintern) and Cemmunist
Information Bureau (Cominform;, have clearly stated Soviet poligy
and tacties for developing Commnist movements in colondal and sami-
colonial arsag. The pollszy plays down the class struggle emphasized
elsevhere and intensifie¢ the theme of nationalism and anti-colonialism,
sosking to drive the forelgn devils i‘rnm the sacred soll of the
fatherland, |

Comrmunism in Southeast Asia, appearing there in the carly
1920's, has been developed in line with this policy and under the
direction of the Comintern, Cominform and Peiping. It is not |
accidental thereforc that Southeast Asiz, a complex of many nations
and many .national and minority ethnic groups, is also a complex of
national and international Coremniszt partiss and often-competing
parties in majority and minority ethnic groups,

With these racial complszes and its pre-war colonial status,
Southeast Asia was an sagy target;. for Communiswm. Playing national
group against European power and cultivating these groups? and mineri-
ties® deoaires for independence, the Communists sought to divide
and conqusr.

In some of the couniries of Southeast Asia the munority Com-

manist parties, rather than the national party, have assuned the

%
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loadership, The major Communist minarity groups in most countries
of Southeast Asia are formed from carba:.n elements oi‘ the Overseas
Chinsae population. The Communist g'oqps repressnt but a gnall
poercantage of the total Chinese populﬁﬁon of the area but, well-
organized and supported by Peiping, they are outspoken and appeay
to represent a far larger portion of ‘#he population than they
actually do.

Communist parties in Southeast Asin are composed much as are
those in Iurops, the Wsstern Hanisphere or eleewhere in Asla, with
& small hard core of doctrinsire Communists surrounded by a larger
group of dissidents, maléontentas scelal misfits and profiteers.
They are drawm from all segments of the pepulation-=peasants,
prolstarians and intellectuals, In addition to these, many of the
overseas Chinases-who normally care little about politics and are
mere conearned with sarning a living--follow the novement because
of their strong family and cuwltural ties to Chinay regardless of
her politics, Beeause the Communists now control the mainland,
many overseas Chinese fesl that the future lies -with the Ceommunista.
This feeling ﬁ.s often corditioned by their ability to trade with
the mainland,

Throughout Scutheast Asia the growth of Communism has followed
similar courses, with one major exception: Thailand. Whils Burma,
Malaya, Indoching, Indonosis and the Philippines were all colonics
of metropolitan powers, Thalland has beon a sovereign nation for
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centuries, Even under the Japanese occupation, Thailand maintained
a larger degree of self-govermment thary have most occupied natiocns.
Theilard has been also relatively se%g;sufficients with an adequate
food supply and an export surplzis in riee, the most vital commodity
of the area. Bubl perhaps the farmers® owmership of their lamd is
the nmain reason for the different approach to Thailand, Communism,
whiech fesdson exploitation of the pessant class by wealthy landowners,
on poverty and on food shortage, hae had difficulty making much
headway with the Thais, who are well-fed and cloﬁhed by standards
of the area and whoss lower classes already own their land, Only
through an alien minerity, the overssas Chinese, have the Communists
been sble to make anything but a ninor dent in Thailand, and the
Chiness Communists have become the largest alien minority party in
Southeast Asiao |
Elsewhere in Southeast Asia Communist growth has followed a
single pattern, with but minor veriations. Except in Burma and
Thailand, Communism appeared in the early 1920%s under the guise of
nationalism and anti-colonialism, It started among the Thailand
Chinese in the 1920°%s but the appsal was different, In Burma Come
marism began as a nationalist movefaen‘t about 1930, In all but Buwrma
the hand of the Communist elemont of the Kuomintang (KMT) was
clearly visible, either direetly or through its influence on key
figures in the novement, This direction became particularly
evident when the Communist elements were thrown out of the Kuomintang
in 1927,
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The trend until ncarly the ent‘:l of the decade ijavored formation
of amall groups, some arganized imte parties and some into less
formal groups of Marxist extremist%;;.:’jIn 1925 when the Comintern
sént Barodin to China as its chief agent, he took NGUYLN ai Quoc
with him a8 an interpreter. NGUYEN was by then the leader of
Indochineee Cemmunism arnd a member of the Far Eastern Bureau of the
Comintern, In the course of his u?avéls through China and Thailand
to orgaﬁ:lze emigre Vietnamese into Communist cells, hfa brought with
him the teachings and orders of the Comintern., NGUYEN helped
found the Communist Party of the South Seas, which had remresentatives
from several countries. In 1930 this party spiit into national
orgenizations, such as the Malgyan Communist Party and the Indo-
chinese Communist Party,

About this time Commniem began to appear in Burma, largely
as an indigenous movement but with some impetus from Indian Commnista,
This move, too, started as nationalism with leftist leanings.

From 1930 uht;l the outbreak of World War II in the Pacific the
nationalistic trend was maintained, with the Far Lastern Bureau of the
Comintern guiding the Commnists of Indonesia, Indochina, Malaya
and the Philippines,

During the war most Communist groups became nationalistic, antis
Japanese guerrilla armies, often cooperating with non-Communist
groups against the common foe, This was particularly true in Burma,
Indochina, Malaya and the Philippines, There was no guerrilla

ol =
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fighting in Thailand, but the Free Thal Movement, a Communi st-inspired
group, did work with the Allies in obtaining information and carrying
out sabotage missions. The guerrilla ctivities strengthensd the
Conmmunist’s hands by robuilding the ‘conoept of nationalism and
patriotiam as the major motive of thess groups. In Indochina and
Burma the resistance groups became the backbone of the post-war
govermments of theldr eountriss, In Indochina, however, HO and the
French disagreed over the colonial status of Indochina, and the
Cormunists, under the name of Viet Minh, resorted‘ to open warfare to
gain complete control. In Burma the Anti-Fascist Peoples Freedom
League moved directly from i’cs. guerrilla activities into control

of the govermment. But, Communist elememnts have been purged from
the league and it is now dominated by the Socialist Party.

In Indoneesia the Commnists were not very active during tle
ogcupation, but they did join with other nationalist groups in the
fight against tlc Dutch ﬁhich‘eventually led to Indonesisals inds-
pendenca:; Veterans of this campaign still operate as militant
armg of the two Communist parties of the coumtry.

The first wide-scale Communist action to ssize control of
Southeast Asia began in 1948, In February 1948, representatives
from Hoscow, the Chinsso Communists and Commmnist groups in Southw=
east Asia attended a meeting of the Indian Communist Party. Within
a year, in a move somewhat reminiscent of the widespread European

revolutions of 1848, the Comminists launched rebellious
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offensives in four countries=Burna, Indonesia, I-iaf!.agra and the
Philippines. Indochina already was rant by open warfare., The
Cormunist corbattants were renmanba of.' the "nationalist" puerrilla
forccs that fought the Japanese dur;ng World War IX, Ths Indonssian
uprising was put down almost inmediately and the oth:r thres 198
rebellions now have been virtually quelled, The patterns of thess
wprisings are too similar to be coincidental,

The serles of defeats has hurt the Communists, but mot vitally,
Wherever possible the Communists are now playing the game of Mif
you can't, lick them, join them," In Burma, although the rebellion
has not besn fully put down, the Communists have Joined the govern-
ment in denouncing their cormon appomrits, the KI' troops in Burma.
In Indonssia the Gomnists are playing the role of full supporters
of the Premier Ali Sastroamidjcjo goverment, feigning a "united
front." Insurrection still contimes in the Fhilippines and Malaya,
although the Philippins rebels have bean virtually defeated and
negotiations reportedly ars under way,

The current pettern of Communist action is not completely
cloar, partiéulm‘ly on the point of Moscow-Peiping direction.
Evidence does not sliow that Hoseow directly conducts Commmunist
action in Southesst Asla; except Possibly in Indonasia. Semaun,
wWho some reparts state is the actual lsader of the Communist Party
of Indonesia (PKI), has heen in Noseow for several years and may be
recelving and passing on the Kremlints Instructions.
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Peiping?s hand is mors clearly visible than Eﬁscmf“so The
Chingse Peoplels Ropublie has diploma‘bin representatives in Burna
and Indonssia and with the Commmist paaudo»«agoverment in Indo~
¢hina, Russia has representatien onl;y' in Theiland ard Burma and
ita nissions are mare trade-oriented than political, Moreover,
Peiping at times operates through the Soviet Znbasegy in Bangkolc,
The Chimese diplomatic channsls provide effective communication
betweon Peiping and Commmunist elemente in these countrieso An
additional channel. 1s the Peiping-dominated Asisen -Australagsian
Burcau of the World Federation of Trade Unions (WFLU), represambting
Corrunistecontrolied lsbor movements in several of the countries,
Another important Peiping chamsl is the China Democratic League,
which ie particularly sctive in Burms ard Indonesic. COverseas
Chimsse students who re't.m‘*n to mainland China for advanced stuo‘;j
and the Commniﬁtwﬂponsoredg mainland cultural ard sightseeing
trips for leading pro-Cormumnist overseas Chinese provide another
chamel of control, indoctrinstion and infiltration.

There 18 no dowdt that Peilping controls ..ost of the Cormunist
activities of the areaj the orly question is the degres of control,
That Teiping is supplying arms to Communist, insurrcetioniats in
Indochinés Halaya and probably Burma is mown. What these groups
must give in return is not Mnown, Ths Chinese Communists in Thai-
dand are known bto be receiving divection from Peiping, and Feiping

agents sperate throughout the arsze Recont nowspeper reports from

5
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Burma mention the activities of Peiping agents among 'the Kachins
of northern Burma, These activities tiev in closely with the pro-
gc-am of "naticnelity auvtonomous states" now under way in Red Ching.
Using two of these statcs in pm-ticularg the Thal Nationality Auto-
nomous State and the Thai-Shantou Nationality Autonomous State,
Commminist China hopes to appeal to the minority groups in Burma and
Laos and the people of Tlf):a.ilandé, all racislly akin.

The pattern as it now eppesrs is ons of Peiping support to
Cormuniet, movements in the area so that they may act as a fifth
colurm, Toning down militant activities ard i'eignir_lg cooperation
with existing anthority -herever possible, the local Comminists
act as Peiping tools boring from within, Peipdng is heavily
erphasgizing the wooing of overseas Chinesa, ’c.ha-é they too may act -
a8 a fifth column and, evem more important in scme countries, may'
nge their important position in the national ecoromy to disrupt
arnd weaken their host ecountries,

] 8 =)
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II, Communism in the Southeast Asian Countries

Ao Burma

Communism in Burna is reflectex;dwin a complex of parties, largs
and small, strong and weak, legal and illegal, These may be Qither
peaceful or insurgent and inciude national and international parties.
Adding to the confusion are the pasudo-party activities of Burma
Chinese Communistsz, Still further confusing Burmese politics is the
fact that the Anti-Fascist Peoples Froedom League (AFPFL), the
coalition heading ths Burmess Government since its indepsndence, is
dominated by Socialists with Marxist backgrounds who were at ome time
ar another working with the leaders of all the Communist elementso

The complexity of Burmese Communism disgulses its true strength.
A‘b.masent only the Burma Workers and Peasants Party (BWEP) appears
to serve the Communist cause in any greater measure than a miisance
valus, Communist insurreetion begun in 1948 was virtually ceasede
The Communists have obtained muech pro.aganda velue from the irri-
tation caused by the presence of KMT troops in Burma, and this irrie
tation has greatly helped the cause of local Chinese Communistss
Agents from Red China are known to be eperating in Norih Burma, in
Kachin State and the Shan States, attempting to lure minority racial
groups into ccoperation with Red China through the recently-established
autoromous states in Yumnan Provines,

Thers are at leaslt eight Burmese Communist groups, of which
four are 1llegsl and operating underground.

m9«:.1
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Burma_Communist Party (BCP) . )

Ona of the earliest Communist groups was the Burma Communist
Party; or White Flag Communists, fou@;d in 1930, The party grew
from the left-wing nationalist mov'ta;n;;nt called the Nagani Book
Cluby; founded in 1937 by Thakins NU, SOE and THAN TUN, Tﬁesa men
later became the leaders of the AFFFL, the Commmunist Partyr of
Burma, or CP(B), and the BCP, respactively, They originally were
assoclated with the Dobama Asi Ayon (DAA); or Thalkins’ Party,
which was founded in 1930, The modavate left program of the DAA
failed to satisfy many of the Thakins, and they formed the BCP,
which in the pre-war periecd urged revolution as the means to free=
dome. During the wax the BCP, under the guise of collaborating with
the Japaness; worked with British authorlties to create a resig- -
tance movement, eulminating in the formation of the AFPFL in 1943,
The BCP became the leading member of the league; and the Party?’s
leader Thakin THAN TUN (who still heads the BCP today) becams
sacretary-general. '

In July 1946 the AFPFL began to rid its organization of Come
munist elements and TUN was foresd to resign the secretary-gensrale
ghip. In October of that Year the BCP was expelled from the league,
After attempts to heal the breach between the BCP and the AFPFL
failed, the BCP went underground and started a campaign of armed
rebellion which; while at Pregsent relatively quiet, has not been
fully stopped. In the fall of 1953 the BCP was dselared illegal by

the Burmese Covernment.
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Communist Party of Burma (GP(B)) N 3

In February 1946 rivalry for power within the BCP between THAN
TUN and Thakin SOE, as well as SOE®s ‘:i,.t;sﬁ.stame upon immediate
revolution, eplit that party. SOE fermed the CP(B) or Red Flag
Communistse In July 1946 the CP{B) was declared illegal and SCE
was imprisonsd. Shortly afterwards boﬁh the ban and the imprisen=
ment wers lifted, but the ban was reimpossd irn Jamiary 1947 and
has rempined in force since then, Efforts to reunite the ECP and
CP(B) have been unsuccessful thus fer » +argely becsuse of personal
differences between TUN and SOE,

Paoples Voluntesr Orgsnizstion (PVO)

The third illegal group iz the Peoples Volumbesr Organization,
vhich grew out of the wartime Pairicotic Foress of Furms (FEF), an
armsd resistance group. The WO-has aplit inte several bands opr
parties, most of them using some form of the original name, When
the PBF was ordered to dishand and becoms part of the Burma Army,
a largs group refused and formed the semi-nilitacy PV0, They stayed
within the AFPFL for a short tims, and taen joined the Socislist
Party in forming the Marxist Leagne.

After the outbreak of Communisteled insurrection against the
Burmese goverrment in early 1948, the PVO split. The so-called
Tellow Band PVO remsined loyal %o the government and a menber of
the AFPFL, while the PVO White Band, or FVO(W), broke away and

Joined the BCP in the Peoples Democratic Frombt. At the tims of its

e 11 =
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Lbreak with the AFFFL, the PYO{W) was deelared Lllegal, A split
of tie White Band in Mareh 1950 left one segment, known as the

7

tevolutionary PVO and headsd by 5o N‘;(HNT HAUNG, affilisted to the
front. Shertly after the split, an;'the.r groupy led by Bo LA YAUNG,
made peace with the govermmeni, It was called the Surrendersd PVO{W)
ard lever became parht of the Feoplen Peacs Front (PPF),

Poonlen Comprades Paxty {FCP)

The Mareh 1950 gpilt in the FVC{W) cama when Bp PO KUN realized
that the BCP was ixying to dominste the Peoples Democratis Fronb.
He led a lergs segment of the White Hand oub of the fxompto form the
Faoples Comrsden %’;m?.,y,, lzaving the Bevolubionary PV0 segmant in the
front. It was deelaved 1llsgnl in Oetober 1653,

Peoplas Peacs Tront (PPEF)

The Communist Pecples Peace front was formed in Apeil 39851,
consisting of the Surrendsred FVO(W), ths DAA and th. followers of
AUNG THAN, brother of the mertyrad lsader of the AFPFL, AUNG SAN. It
is a legal erganisation and has three veprcsentatives in the Burmese
Chiarber of Deputles. In 1951 the PP¥ joined the Burma woriers and
Peagants Party and the ¥ahsbama Party in the so-callsd Triple Alliares.

The DAL, stilll assoclated with e PPF, has moved furbher lefb
thap it was in the 1930°s, although its leader, Thakin TUN OKE, is
considered to be more modarats than most of its members. The paryr
iz much weaker than It was al the time of its founding in 1930, when
1t was the gataering polnt for the leading Marwist Shinkers of thab

period, the Thakinu,
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Peoples Unity Party (PUP) . ‘
In May 1952 the Surrendered PVO(W)y still led by Bo LA YAUNG

and desiring to follow a course of Iefcjt;’i'eme Marxism, which AUNG THAN
opposed, broke from the Peoples Péa’.ee Front and formed the Peoples
- Unity Party. It is a legal Communist Party without parliamentary

representation,

Mahabhama Party

The Mehabama Party is the wealest link of the Triple Alliance.
It is the successor to the wartime Mahabame Party headed by Dr., BA
MAW, which was a national socialist party modeled along Nazi lines
and which cooperated with the Japanese, After disappearing for a
period, it reappeared in Mareh 1951 with a policy of nationaliam
ard Mawrxiamo Since that tims 4t has moved further to the left,
Joining the Triple Alliance in late 1951 It has & parliamentar’y
representation of one.

Burma Workers ard ieasant Party (BWPP)

The Burma Workers and Peasants & arvy is the uajor 6vert Communist
Party in Burma, It was formed in Decamber 1950 when a group, headed
by Thakin IWIN, withdrew from the AFFFLo, The BWPP came out almost
immediately for the establishment of a dictatorship of the proletariat.
It is considered the most orthodox of the Communist parties, the best
diseiplined and the strongest threat to the stability of the pressnt
govermmenty, and it is believed to be the legal frombt for the under-
ground Communist parties. It hag nine representatives in the Chamber

313@
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of Baputiss and is the gstxongest elemant of the Trj.pib Alliznee.

et

The pardty hag a mmber of front orgaplzations, the most iupore
tant of which L3 the Burma Trades Unia;’_;"iﬁangz'ess (BTU) . pffildntad
with the Communist-dominated WFTU, Th’ia affiliation provides a
Link between the ZWEP and Peipings Other links with Peiring ard
Meseow may exiet. But such a comection 1s rather nm% in Burmese
Commanlsm, whick, if asgsm:::icatmi: with Communimm in avy obher countyy

e

R S g o el e g3 g
wrlginally was eclozewtic Todian Commaniat clrcles.

Dverseas Thinsss Commndsts

iwend pro-fommuind.st Chiness work mo stly %hrough the Burma
Bransh of the Chimée PDemoeratic League {CDL), an intermstionsl
Chimse Comomnist organization. The CDL operates in Burma wiih the
blussings and financial surport of the Peiping Bmbassy. Although
the wversses Chiness in Burme are not as mumerons as in other
souniries of Southeast Asia, they nevertheless sentrol dmporband
sagments of the national economy and could roso a thrsat to the
Burmess guvermment. Fortunately for the Purmesey the rumbsy of
hard eors Communist Chinese is sndy a small fraction of She one-
quarter to one-half million Chiress in ths SONNTEYo

An important Peiping effort 30 woo tho Burma Chinese was its
Jow=intersst loan propram finsaced through Burma braushes of the
Bank of Ching and Banl of Commandcations. Under this errangamsnt.,

£

Chiness wers allowsd STV e e ; ;
were allowed to borrew meney at sbout palfl the going vate if

they agresd to suppert ihs Sommunists ang Sommund.st caunszes and ree-

wouncedsny connseblons with antd-Communist Quupa
Rl bdicdadanit & s [e]
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B, Indochina ' o '

In Indochingts three states are f:}.‘ve Communist parties. In
Vietnam there are the Dang Lao Dong ,ﬂiorkera Party), often still
‘called by the nams of the carlier Viet Minh, and a Chinrese Come
minist Party of Vietasm, In Cambodia there are a Chinese Comminist
Party of Cambodia and the Khmér Issarako In Laos thei'e is the Lao
Issarako The Kumer and Lao Issarak groupﬁ (133&3"&1: means free) are
dir&ctly controlled by tha La.o Dongo The two Ch‘imae partiss appear
to be also undew its directions, but 't.hey also nay receive aders
from Peiping. The four lesser parties @ra small a.qc_i? are uged
mostly to appsal to the national g;roups t.hej represent and to :!mplem
went inﬂwuctiona to those groups,

The Communist rebels led by HO chi Minh have created a paeudo»a

state called the Democrat.ic Republic nf Vie‘tnam (DRV Is which is '
completely dominated by the Lao Dcmg Partyo Tha La.o Dong, established

= ?_3‘ ' in March 1951, is the successor to tb.e Vie:t Nam Doc Lﬂ.p Dong Minh

Hoi (Vietnan Independeme League), usua.lly abbraviated to Viet Minh,

Just as the V:l.et. Minh was ereated to‘ pea.l 0 a larger segment of

.thl.. economy than its predecessar 2 the Indochlnese Comunist Psr'byg
Rl

the Lao Dong we.s wea‘ced 'bo broaden tha'b a.ypealo DRV and Lae Dong

affic:.ala hava orenly stated that no ange in ientatiqn or moti»- _

3

vation aemmpanie,d the chcmge in name, jj HOA.NG quoc Vie’b, an official
of the Lien Viet uni%d ﬁ“ont\ of "democratic partiea“ foming the
IRY govermment, stated upon the dc ath of Stalin |

' | | 15«
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Mowring for and grateful to Comrads Stalin the entirs

Vietnamese people and cadres are all the nore determined

to carry out President HO chi Minh/s behest to learn the

doctrine of Marx-Engels=Lenin-Staldn, apply it to concrete

conditions in Vietnam, push the reslstance, wipe out the

French colonialists; American interventlonists, and Viet-

namese traitors, and build Vietnam imto a new democratie

country advancing to socialisme

The Lac Dong Party is the leading and controlling element of ths
Lien Viely which exists more in name than in fact, KO is rregident
of the Lao Dong and DANG xvan Khu (aka TRUUNG Chirh) is secrctary-
gencral. {(Some reporte have said HO 1s dead and TRUUNG has taken over,
but these have not been confirmed.)

The history of Indochinese Communism is closely tled to ihe his-
tory of HO chi Minh (known in the pre-war pericd as NGUYEN ai Quoe).
At the Treaty of Versailles Conference, HO, then in France worling
with French leftish leaders, presented demands for Vietnamese |
indspandence to President Woodrow Wilson. These demands were not
met, HO then became associated with the Third International and,
betwcen 1919 ard 1925 traveled between France and the USSR,

In 1925 he went to China with Berodin, the chief Comintern
agent in China. While In China he organized Vietnamcse emigres
into Communist cells and formed the Viet Nam Cach Menh Thanh Nisn
Hoi (Vietnamese Revolutionary Youth Leagne). He also organized
similar groups in Thajland, A8 a member of the Far Eastern Bureau
of the Conintern he helped form the Commnist Party of the Scuth
Seas, which later split into individual national Communist parties,

ineluding the Indochiness Communist Paxrty (PCI) in 1930, The
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next yesr the party was recognized by the Third In‘sérnational and
admitted to the Comintern, /

When the Popular Front Govermnen'b,‘_, i;ame to power in Francé in
1936, the PCI emerged as a legal party in Cogchinehina. In 1939,
when the Porul v Frout Govermment fell s Tst of PCI leaderz withdrew
b0 China, During World War II the party was the leading componemt of
the Viet Minh amd was herdly distinguishable from it. On 11 November
1945 the PCI was dissclved and replaced by the Cultwral Associztion
for the Study of Marxism, hesded by DANG xuan Khu, now sscretary-
genarel of th  Lao Donge  The Marwist study grovup contimed until
1951, when the Lzo Dong was formed.

The Lao Deng Peardy is, despite its name changes, the Communist
Farty of Indochina, openly 2dmitbing allepiance to Moscow and Pelping,

The Lao Dong remains the backbone of the DRV pseudo=govermment.
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Co Indonesia . )

Three Communist groups exiﬁt. in Indonesia, two Indonesisn and
one Chinese. The native groups are gi:ganized into political parties
fully active in the life of the nat.ion the Partai Komunis Indonesia
(PKI), or Communist Party of Indonesia, and the Partai Murba, or Fro-
letarian Party. There is no Chinese Communist Party in Indonesia
comparablc to those in other countries of the area, The Chiness
are organized in a pro-Communist front organization and operate
through the Chinese Communist Embassy in Indonssiao

Thus far cooperation betwsen the Chinese Communists and the PKI
haz been scanty but if they should ever combine, the resulting strong,
legal Communist party could threaten the Indonesian Govermsnt, the
rest of Southeast Asia and, thus, the free world,

Partal Komunis Indonesia (PXI, Co.munist Farty of Indonesia)

The leading and oldest Communist party in Indonesia, the Partai
Komunis Indonesia, was organized in May 1920, Of the early leaders
of the organization, the only one still prominent is Semaun, who is
now, ard has been for several years, in Moscow amd actually may be
contrelling the party from there, From its esarliest days, when thse
party associated itself with the Comintern, it has been definitely
Moscow-oriented. The leaders in Indonesia, Aidit and Aldiming
have both spent some tine in Hoscow and probably received their training

theres In a recent clash betwsen these two, 4idit emerged the vietor
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and Alimin is now out or on the way out. of power, Like other v
Cormunist parties of the area organized shortly after World War I,
the PKI was established with the ove:::f;y semblance of being a nationa=~
list movement to ;ain independence ;J’Sor coionial Netherlands East
Indies,

On the local scene, the tactics of the .KI have changed in the
past few years, In 1948 PKI policy called for an all-out revelution
to seize control of the govermment, and the party launched an abortive
rebellion in Madiun in Septemberrof that year, W:I.th the advent to
power of the Wilopo government, the FKI switched to the tactic of
presenting a national front, through which they hoped eventually to
gain control, They have contimed their support of the new Sastroamid.
Jojo cabinet as well, although they still have no cabinet representation.
Currently the PKI has 16 rimbers in the appointed Indonesian Parliae
ment, the third largest delegation, after Masjumi and tae Partai
Nasional Indonesia. The dele;ation is headed by Sakirman ani Par=-
dede,; The party also has six oth.r seats through two of its
affiliates, SOBSI and the Barisan Tani Indonesia, which have three
each,

The present estimated strength of the party is about 100,000,
although 1t prcbably controls a much largér mumber through its many
front affiliates. The largest such group is the Sentral Organisasi
curuh Seluruh Indonesia (SOBSI), the largest labor federation in

the country., Its largest member unions are in the fields of transe
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portatlion and petroleum and among the sugar estate workers, SOBSI
is affiliated with the WFTU and possibly 'acts through it as a con=
tact betwee}n the PKI and Peiping. ‘ {

Anothcr important affiliste of tho FKT is the Barisan Tani
Indonesia (BII, Indonesian Farmers Corps), which holds three seats
in the Parlisment. It is strongest in Central Java, The PKT has
many other affiliates, in almost every facet of Indonesian life,
particularly among the youth, Like the Fartai Murba, it also has a
militant arm, PERBEPSI, an organization of veterans., The PKI pro=-
bably receives most of its funds through these affiliates. |

The PKI 1s an example of what is called a “aoft party." The
top echelons of the party are well-trained and well-organized. Onee
past this uppsr crust the party temds to fall apart except in
carrying on the simplest acfivities, requiring only blind obedience,
This softness is largely due to the low literacy rate in the country,
which 1linits the teaching of doctrinary Communism to the masses.

At present the party is joining in a national front movument,
but what its status will be when definite plans for a general election
are announced is in considerable doubte

Partai Murba (PM, Proletarian Party)

The party has, at times erroneously been called a Trotskyite

groupo This description is fervently 'denied by the .urba, which
considers itself a nationalist Cormunist party rather than an inter=
nationalist party. Although the party does not advocate world

revolution and does not recognize thc leadership of Moscow, its

M
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domestic 1ine and its attitude toward the US and the rest of the
vorld is hardly distinguishable from 'l;h‘a’o of the PKI or other Mos-
cow=ordented Communist parties tbroughéut the world,

The Partai Murba was founded in f&é;vember 1948 by Tan Malaka,
the Yoscow~trained Communist who later broke with the Third Inter=
national because of his nationalist principles, He was an early
leader of Communism in Indonesia. In the spring of 1949 he was
reported to have been executed by the Indonesia Govermment as a
danger to the security of the nationj however, these reports often
have been denled, lcavipg the question of his present existence in
much the same doubt as that of HO chi Minh,

The mresent chajrman of the party is Sukarni Kartediwirdjo.
Maruto Nitimihardjo is vice-chairman and Sjamsu Udsya is secreta;y-
gemeral, In the ewrrent Indomesian Parliamenty; which 1is not an.
electcd one, the party holds four seats; including the second
vice~chairmanship of the Coﬁmmnications and Public Works Section.
It supports the Partai Nasional Indonesia (PNI), which heads the
present Government.

Sukarni claims for the party a dues-paying membership of 200,000
and about 500,000 fsllow-travelers. The first figure seems high to
most observers; although the secund fipure seems plansible “hen
counting the various groups affiliated with Pl In the f£isld: of
labor the party controls the Sentral Organisasi Buruh Republik In-
donesia (SOBRI, the Central Organization of Indonesian Workers), a
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rival of the PKI-dominated SOBSI,  In addition to ’d;e approxi=
mately 50,000 members in SOBRI, the hg’geat group of which is
farmed of gas and electric workers,, SOBRI repartedly has infiltrated
mayy SOBSI unions.

A propaganda arm of the PM is the Pelita Murba (Lamp of the
Froletariat), a weekly published in Bandjermasin, The party also
has a small militant arm of veterans of the rebellion against the
Dutch, called the Laskar Rakjat Murba (Proletarian Peoples Army).

Recent attempts of the Partai Murba and the Partail Komunis
Indonesia to settle thelr differences and unite into one party
have failed because of the insistance of each to its owm position on
Moscow leadership, the PKI accepting Moscow leadership and the PM
rejecting it

Activities of Overseas Chinese Communista

The overseas Chinese in Indonesia are not organized ixrbo
formal political parties, Instead of the traditional party struce
ture, Communist and anti-Communist elements have used the community
organizations of the ovirseas Chinese. The major Chinese Communiat
organization is the Chun;: Hua Ch 120 T'uan Tsung Hul (General Ore
‘ganization of Uverseas Chinese Organizations), which is a federation
of soclal, cultural and benevolent organizations, schools and pube=
lications, Included in this foderation is the Min Chung Sheng Huo.
She, usually called the Min Sheng She (Peoples Livelihood Society),
which is in turn a swb-federation of sociecties and is considered

‘==.22u
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to be the loading Communist group in the larger fede&'ation and in
Indonssia, Leading figures among the thinese Communists are ANG

Jan~poan and SU To~tjan, The orgarﬁzé:ﬁions are in direct contg.c'b
with the Chinese Commmnist Iﬁnbassgy'i'.r; Djakarta, whicl ordem their
policies, |

The Chinese Communists control nany schools, publications, laber
unions ard guilds and chambers of commerce. The influence éxercised
throuci, these (oups and the hierarchy of comunity organizationsg
particularly youth groups, gives the Communists an important
advantage in nolding Chinese public opinion throughout the eountry.
And the important ecomomic role of the Chinese in Indonssia makes
them a considerable factor in the 1ife of the country,

Although there is no organized Chinese Communist Party in Indo-
nesla, a fow Chinese are members of the Indonesian Parliament and
are affiliated with regular Indonesian political pa.ftieso " Ons
Chiinsse, ONG Eng Die of the Partai Nasional Indonesia (which is
currently in power), is minister of fianance, But there is very
little organized coopération betweem the Chinese Communists in
Indonosia and the Indonesian Communists, even though the Chinsese
Communist Lmbassy in Djakarta may be acting as a communications
center between Moscow, Peiping and Djakarta, Mogt observers believe,
however, that if the noney, skiil and organizing ability of the
Chinese in Indonssia are evep linked with the Indonesian Communist
Movement, the result might well be disastrous for the free world,
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The combination eould develop an extremely strong I;xionasim Coms=
munist Party, capable of taldng over Igdoneaia with its Wealth

of resvurces and its strategic pas:!.tmn vig~a-vis Malaya, the
Philippines and Australis threatining Southeast Asia and, therefore,
the free world,
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Do Malaya
Malaya, including the Federated S_t;ates and the colony of Singapore,

is the last major country in Southgg}g‘i:. Asia remaining in complete
colonlal status. Malaya differs from other Southeast Asian countries
also in other ways, most notably in the statue of its Chinssa. In
the colony of Singapore the overseas Chiness ars in the overwhelming
majority, making up at least 50 per cent of the population. In the
Federated States they form a very important minority, In all Malgya
the Chincse form more than LO per cent of the population, almost
equal. in number to the Malay population of the couﬁtryo Thus the
Chinese cannot e considered a ninority group but one of two major
elementa in the national community, Despite the Chiness majority in
the Malayan Communist Party (HICP), the overseas Chinese of Malgysd
are predoninantly pro-govermmsnt and politically active loca.lly;

a national conseiousness unique among Chinese communities in South-
east Asia, The two major elements in the eountry, the Malays and the
Chinese, through their leading organizations, the United Malay Nation
Organization and the Malayan Chinese Asgoelationy, are now working
together toward establishment of & demoeratic Malay nation.

Most of 3,000 to 5,000 members of the MCP are drawn from the
Chinese peasant and laboring groups, The membership of the MCP is
augmented by two important arms, the Malaysn Races Lilberation Army
(MRLL) and the Min Yuen or Peoples Movement, The MRLA is the guerrilla

fores that has been battling the British in the Jungles since 1948,
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Recont news reports from the area ind:l.cajbg that the 'g'uarrmas have
been contained although the job of wiping them out will be a long and
bloody one. The Min Yuwen is the logis_,jt,';.ca.l arm of the MCP amd the
MRLA, Its function is to obtain fdc;d:; funds, military supplies and
recrults for the guerrillas and, in the course of doing this; spread
Fropaganda, train party workers and organize attempts to disrupt the
national economy. The combined stf-eng'th of the MCP and its two mms
is about 15,000, with about 4,000 of these armedo

Support for the guerrilla operations, both voluntary and forced,
comes largely from villages on the fringes of the Jungle, on both
the Malaya and Thailand sides of the border, On the Malaya side
were many villages of "aquatters'" on the Jungle edges. Because of
their agsistance to the guerrillas; the British have moved the
larger part of thesé people, mostly Chiness, to villages further '
from the arena of combat, greatly handicapping the work of the guerril-
las, |

The arms and equipment of the guerrillas have coms fron two major
gources, One source is matoriel .aptured from the British in the
course of the fighting since 1948, the same year that fighting
broke out in Burma, the Philippines and Indonesia. The other source
ig the arms left from World Wer II, whon the MRLA predecessor, the
Malayan Peoples Anti-Japanese Army (MPAJA) was posing as a nationalist
group Griving the invader from Ma:m;ym 8cil. The methods of obtaining
arm3 1s comparable to that of the Huks in the FPhilippines,
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The MPAJA and the LCP-IRLA seteups arc the most regent aspects
of tle Communist movement in Malaya. In/ the early 1920°s pro~Come
munist Chinese started the movemenb'i;.r: JMa.laya under the guise of
nationalism and anti-colonialism. It followed the same general pattern
of Cormunism in China, working through the Kuem:ntang until the KMT
ousted the Communist elementa in 1927, In 1928 Malayan Communists
were included in the formation of the Commumist Party of the South
Seas (CPSS). Dirested by the Far Eastern Bureau of the Comintern, the
CP35 helped develop Communilst growth and organization in each South-
east Asian country, When the CPSS was dissolved in 1930 in faver of
national parties, the MCP came into existence. The party contimed ita
underground operations under the Far Lastern Bureau until the bee
ginning of VWorld War II hostilities in the Pacific, when it emerged
as the MPAJA. During the 1930's the MCP endeavared to build up its
strength, particulsrly in the labor field, Other activities included
infiltration of schools, the press amd organizations, These activities
are st1ll being carried on, but with ve'ry limited succass,

The outlawing of Communist astivities has hampared seversly the
work of the MCP since the war. Publications of the party are irregus
lar and appear in limited mumbers. Documsnts captured by ths British
or turned in by surrendering defectors indicate the elesr purpese and
direction of the party. They coll for creation of a Y“peoples?® demo-
cratic republie" based on the principles of "democratic centralization.!
This repetition of the standard line indicsates that the international
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Y
Commnist: origins of Malayan Communism, ahd in particular, its

Chinese Cormunist orientation, have mtlj/changed from the days of its
fourding in the 1920%s, i

The severity of the jungle campaign and its lack of pronocunced suce
cess has created certain difficulties within the MCP itself. Dissention
and defection increased during 1953 and=moma leaders, notabl& AH Kuk,
were slain by guerrilla members. Guerrillas surrendering to the British
brought AH's head with them, -

The actual leadership of the Comminists is in scme doubte However,
CHENG ~ing (aka CHEN r'ing) and YUENG Kwo (aka YANG Kuo) are
believed to be party secretary-gensral and deputy s.ec::r.*e‘c.:afy-ﬁ--ganecr'.sal23 |
respectively. ILittle is knownof their backgrounds and little as to
training in Moscow or Peiping o.r length of affillation with the p{n"ty.o
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Eo - The Philippines
Two Communist parties exist in the rhilippine Islands, one native

ard one Chinese. Because Co..mun:i,s...-"fis illegal in the country,

these groups do not function us political parties rumning cardidates
for election. 3ein lesal, they are foreed to carry on some o.f
their activities through front organizations, | The fh:lli,;pins
Communists have received wide notice because of their militant

arm, the Huks, Capture of various leaders has weakensd this arm
and attempts to negotiate a truce have been reported. There has
been little known formal ecntact between the Clhiness and Fhilip-
pine Communists,

Partido Komunista de Pilipinas (FKP, Philippine Comsusiud Party)

The impetus laading to the fomation of t.he Fhilippins Communj.st
Party was mostly from within the country. Burma im the anly other sush
case in Southeast Asiuj groups in other countries receiv.ed impetus
fron the USSR or China., Te this day the PKP still acts fairly
independently of other Communist groups. The party developed as
an outgrowth of a laborers and peasants movement. The earliest
organizations in this movement were the Union Obrera Democratica de
Filipinas (Democratic Labor Union of the Philippines), founded in
1902, and the Congreso Obrera de Filipinas (i'hilippimiiaabor Congress),
The Congress, usually called the COF, was fourded in 1912, uniting
all existing labor groupé in the country. It became a means for
dissemire tion of Marxist thinking and supplied many of the early
PKP leaders, |
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In the 1520%, the Far Lastcrn Bureau of the Comintern and the
Pan Pacific Trade Union Secretariat oi‘ .lthe Internationale of Red
Trade Unions (Profintern) made some attempts to spread Communism
in tha islards, They worked through foreign Communist agents in
the Philippimaa ineluding Tan Malaks of Indonesia, and attempted
% indoctrinate Filipinos abroad at intermational labor conferences. .
Of the latter-day PKP lesders Crisanto Evangelista and Guillermo
Capadocia wera'active in these efforts, During this period, Chinese
Communi st agents were active in the country, but mostly among the
Cl;xinese minoritys

In 1927 or 1928 Evangelista formed the Partido Cbrere (Workers
Party), which was a direct forerunner of the PKFo At the Profintern
Conference in Shanghai in 1928, Evangelista conferred with Malaks -
and Chinese and American communists; In 1929 the party split over
the isgus of the olass struggle, and Evangelista and his "Red®
faction organized a rival group ealled the _Con;;reao Proletario de
Filipanas (Proletarian Congress of the Philippines), This organlization
carried Communist vbanmra for the first time in the 1929 May Day
parade. Although it mfkad closely with leftist peasant groups,
leadership came mostly from the laior é].ementsa

The PKP, established on 7 November 1530, also had labor leader=-
ghip, Shortly after its formation, 1t set up close contact with
the Communist Party of the United States, In May 1931 mary of the
most prominent PKP leaders were arrested, and in 1932 the Philippirm

Supreme Court declared the PKF to be a seditious and {llegal organi=
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zation amc. ssntensed che leaders to prison terms, |

Fron 19.3=1$37 the party operated lg’n:lerground, functioning
through the newly-orpanized Socialigfg_;i’arty, which tKP records
deseribed as a “legal front% for i"os underground activities.

By this time the P<F was a member of the Cominterne Inl937 President
Quezon gramted amnesty and legal status to the PKP, Party records
indicate thut this amnesty was obtained through the influence of

US Communist elements, From then until the Jal,anese invasion,

the PKP operated along peaceful "united front against Fascism®

lirnes in aﬁcordance with the inturnational policy of the Cominterms

During the Japanese 6ccupation an armed peasants movemend
took over leadership of the party, which had been a small, weak
group dominated by trade union leaders. Remnants of Philippire
Chinese Communist infliuence in the xart& were greatly reduced
during the oceupation. In Jamuary 42 the Japanese arrested some
of the top PKP leaders, includin, lLvangelista and Ca;)adoéiao
Evancelista was executed and a "Comrads Vy" assumed the leadership.
It is believed the Vy was Vincente Lava, the first of the Lava
fanily to become prominent in it Leadership.

In 1942 the PKP joined other radical groups to form the
Hukbalahap (kuk) guerrilla units to £ight the Japanese, eventually
gaining full eontrol of the Huks. In 19L3 the Jagzanese drove the
Huks to the mountains, About the same time the Socialist Party

and other pcasant organizations were abolished, The Chinese elements
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in the party and their oun guerrilia units were plaged under the FKP
Politburo in a “Chinese Board." From this point on the influence
of the Chinese in PKF activities decl;ﬁ;do In 19LL the Central
Cormittee of the PXF decided to abandon its waiting policy and ree
cormenced active ag: ression against the Japanese, It also established
local Huk-dominated govermments in the provinces for post-liberation
useo At this time ledro Castro and Geruncio Lucuesta were installed
a8 party leaders., When the US invadéd the Fhilippines in October
19LL, the Huks ssem to have become disorganizeds fhe local govern=
ment system did not go into effect amd many Huks surrendered their
arms,

In the post-war period the PKP grew stronger, reaching its
apex in 1950, although in 1947 and 1948 a struggle for party leader-
ship disrupted party activities. Jose Lava, Jesus Lava and Luis
Tarue, with the support of the Huks, challenged the leadership of
Castro and lucuesta. The Lava-Tarue croup came out on top. In 1948
President Roxas declared the Huks illegal. The Central Committee
then conmitted the PKP to armed conflict, This armed effort began
gbout the same time as Communist -mmrection.a began in Malaya,
Burma and Indonesia;

In 1949 President Quirino granted legal status to the rarty,
but his attempts to arrange an msty failed, and an imvestigation
of thc FKP was started by the Special Committee on Un-Filipino

Activities of the Philippine House of Representatives, From Jamary
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to October 1950, when PKF strength was at its peak; the combined
ZKFPefuk membership was only about onsftenth of one per eent of the
population, but 1t was a strong and welleorganized group. In

June of 1950 Balgos ard Capadoeia, two of the fKP loadersy left
Manila and joined the Huks in the mountains, In a reorganization
of the puerrilla units, the name of the Huks was changed to Hukbong
Mapagpalaya ng Bayan (ILB)} (The Peoples Liberation Army). However,
the nane Huks remained: in common use, In October 1950 several
leaders were captured, ard another group was taken in June 1951,

In the interim, in May, the FKP was declared lllegal again. In
early 1952 the Huks were elimin:.ted from the island of Fanay, after
military action brought e mass surrender, In the battle, Capédocia,
the last of the pre-war leaders was slain. '

At present the strength of the legal FKi and Huks is smailo
The PKP claims about 3,00025,U00 menbers and the Huks abowt 4,000 of
vhich only about 2,500 arc armed. The party is closer to Communist
China than to other Communists in the Fhilippines or elsewhere. It
has recelved technical assistance and advisers ‘from the Chinese, but
few supplies or funds, It has had no direét contact with the USSR,

Leadership of the PKP is currenmtly in the hands of Jesus Lava
who is seerctary<gensral and leader of the party. His most likely
successor, in case of &ea‘t.h or imprisonment, is Casto Alejandrino,
chairman of the National Military Depariment of the PKP and commarder -
inechief of the Huks. Lﬁis Taruc, publicized commander of the Huks

in 1942, remains the "grand old man" of the liberation movement, but
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is aprarently withoﬁt policyemalkin; ,ower in the ,ax\-tyo However,
if Tarue surrenders to the Fhili pine Government as current
rumors predict, many Huks are expec‘t?_glfto Join him, Jose Lava,
in prison since 1950, also may be d;.recting operations of the FXKP
through his brother Jesus,

Host of the current PKP leaders are young and, except for Tarue,
none have been in the forefrcnt longer than 10 years; in comtrast
to ldadershi‘ of other Co munist parties in Southeast Asia.

Cormunist Activity Among Philippine Chinese

Communist Chi-ese activity is centered in three sreas of the
Philippiness=Manila, the Bicol region of Southern luzon and Iliclo
ard environs, The strueturc of their organization, however, is
not clearo. It appears to include at least two facets: The Chinese
Board (C) of the FKP and an undefined underground orianization,
which at times has been referred. to as the Chinese Communist Party
of the rhilippines and about which little is known,

The Chinese Buréau is listed under the National Orga;nize_xtion
Department of the PKP, It is licaded by a seeretariat consisting of
8 secretary-general and the heads of four sub»deparments-education,
orianization, communications and finance. Reorganization slong these
lines was éfi‘ected in 1952 aml is gignificant 4n that it provided no
military derartment like that in the PKP set-ups This omission seems
to indicate that the active Ghinese Communist ;verrilla forces of
the occupation period an afterf had been disbanded by 1952, The
Buréa.u was orlginally founded in 1942 as a iiaieon unit between the
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PKP and the Chincse Communist Party in China. Since it founding,

the CB seems to have lost most of its irfluence, having fall%n

from a strong factor in the PKP and a:pong local Chincse Co@sﬁs to
a minor dot on the «fF organizatioﬁal chart. This chan.e in s“
stature 18 not solely due to increased fKP dominance in internal
affairs but also to the growing importance of ¢he underground organi-
zation. -»

The structure of the underground arm is perhaps one of the best-
guarded secrets in the realm of Asian Communism, if, indeed, such
a structure ddes exist, Some Communist documents obtained by
Philippine authorities and some reports from the islanda mention
a Chinese Communist Party of the Fhilippinese. Little exact
information on such a party is available and it is assumed that,
if such a group exists; it is the underground organizaticn., It 15
known that Communist Chinese have been very active in the Philipprine
Chiness community., |

They have infiltrated many ssheols and'organizations and
attempted to gain control of the newnpaper‘s-o These methods .
have been the basic Chinese Communist tactics to gain control of
Chinese Communities in Southeast Asia since the Communists were ousted
from t he Kuomintang in 1927,

Operating under instructions from Com.unist headquarters in
China, Chinese Communists for the most part have cooperated with the
PKP, alt.hoggh usually acting on their own in matters pertaining to
the Chinese community. Dwring the war sevéral Communist Chinese
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guerrilla units cooperated with the Phil;pﬁna Co.munists. Moat
famous of these were the Hua Chi detacfg;:eht and the Hsueh Kan
militia. "'1

In addition to inflitrating vari’:c;;;é ccmponemts of the Chinesc
community, the Communists have taken advantage of some of the welle
established vices of the area=eganbling, bribery, smu;gling ard
prostitution--to further their ca:ses. Smuggling and the extortion
campaign directed at Chin se throughout the world have helped swell
the Commnist coffers. |

Egtimates of Communist Chinese strength in the Phili,pines
have varied from a few thousand to fifty thoumand, Party member-
ghip probably numbers a few th- usand, but the many sympathizers
who often vacillate with a change of regime » probably swell the

number to fifty thousand,
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Fo Thailand

The pattern of Conmunist activity in Thailand has differed from
that of other Southeast Asian coun‘!;x;ﬁ;és in a few inzpwﬁnt z;especta,,
largely becanse it has been an inéependent nation for many years.
Thailand’s inderendence prevented the Communists from masquerading
as nationalists as they did in Indochina and elsewhare. For the
same reasorn Communism did not appeal to the Thais and grew up
mostly among minority groups, the Chinsse and the Vietna.eses

Commund sm also has run into other diffioulties in Thailand. It
has not been popular with many of the devout Buddhist Thais, who
regard it as an alien heresy. Although the Communists have managed
to infiltrate some sloments of the Thai Buddhist. priesthood,; most
Thais have not yielded to the Communist appealsa Furthermore,
'I‘hailard is a fairly properous country, Most Thais are well-.f.‘ed,
mall-clothed, own their land and have saving. Under such econditions
Cormuniam does not flourish,

At ‘the same time, however, Thais have umwittingly spurred the
growth of Communism among the minority races. Thais are jealous
of Chinesc ambition and skill and the sact that the Chinese, almost
to the man, are far more prosperous than the Thais, The Thailand
Chinese control more than 80 per cent of the country s economy, a
situation which does not please the Thai people or the Thad Govern-
mento, To counteract the growing foreign influence on the Thai

economy the government has passed certain restrictive measures on
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!
aliens; excluding them from certain professions and limiting

their landholdings according to type ax’xi conditionso The regulation
of aliens were aimed at the Chinesg,’ bu’c they also affected the
Vietnamese minority, The Communists have played up these restrictions
to stir discontent among the minorities, and thesa groups have
been nore recoptive to Communism than have the Thais,

Chinese Communist Party of Thailand {egp (T)}

The largest Communist Farty in the country is the Chinsse
Communist Party of Thalland, Member:ch ip estimates far the party
range from 2,000 to 40,000, The actual membership is probably
abaut 2300%3g,000 hard core members, and the rest members of pro-
Communist organizations, such as th Teochiu Association, a social
organization composed of emigrants, and their descerdents, from ’ ‘
the area around Swatow, China,

The CCP(T) probably dates back at least to 1927, when the
Communist elements were eusted from the Kuomintang in China, The
party remained underground regardleé.s of changes in its legal status,
For a brief period after the 1932 coup overthrew the absolute
monarchy, Communism was somewhat obeno In 1933 Communism wéa do-
clared illegal and remained so until 1946, In that year the Thais
repealed the anti-Communism law under pressure from the Soviet Union,
o secwrs Soviet approval of Thailand®s application for UN membegre
ship. 1In November 1952 Communism was again declared illegaly a series
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of masas arrests of Communist leaders and sympathizers followed,

and geveral pro-Cormunist publications éare suspended. Few of
the top leaders were arrested, howewea'n

VWhile the names of the top leaders are in doubt, Major CHIU
Chi and I Mei-hou are believed to be the guiding spirits of the
party. Direction of party activities is clearly from Pelping,
with the Russian Embassy in Bangkok sometime acting as an on=thee
spot agent between Peiping and the party because Thailamnd does not
recognize the reiping regime and has only a Nationalist Chinese
embassy. ‘

Infiltration of tie Chinese community is mostly within some
of the Meet agsociations, schools and soms newspapers and periodi-
cals, The strong grip Communists once had on the important Banglgdlc
Chinese Chamber of Commerce has been broken.

While the Chinese Communists in Thailand are an astive and
loud group, they represent only a small percentage of the Chinesc
ropulation of more than 3,000,000, about one~sixth of Thailani’s
population., Many of the pro=Communist sympathizers are only
wealkly attachgd to the party and may easily desert the cause.

Yet, their general Ipolitical apathy causes them to follow the line

of least effort and of allegiance to the homeland, Because of

the strong Chinese hold on the Thail economy, pro-Communist inclinations
in the Chinese community could make it the unwitting fifth column

of Peiping.
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Ihal Commnist Party (TCP)

Coimunism among the Thais is clouded by confusion. There is

a Thai Communist Party (TCi), but repgfts citing the Communist Party
of Thailand often have not been clear as to whether they refer o
the ICr or the CCP(T), While some sources state that the TCP datea
back to 1928; it appears tint these references are to the Chinese
orggnization'o Bocause many Chinese have also adopted Thai names,
 the mere noting of unidentified Thai names does .mt indicate . which
group is meant. The TCP appears to have been of virtually no im=
portance until a few yeax"s ago and of not much more ':i:nportanca now,
‘The CCP(T) is believed to have established the TCP to attract the
Thais to Communizm. Its emall membership, believed to be only in
the hundreds, is probably composed mostly of Sino-Thais who ars , |
also mémbara of the parent Chinese group., Except for a few menbers
of the irrbellectu_al or proféasional cormunity, it ilas attracted
little response.
Free Thai Movement

Another Thai ;roup is either Communist-dominated or Communisgte
dupeds The Free Thai movement led by ex=-Premier FRIDI, now operating
in the Thai Nationality Autonomous State in Yurman Province s Chinse
This. movement is the contimuation of the war-time anti-Japanesas
group of the same name that cooperated with the US. FRIDI himself

was referred to as a Communist when, during his 1933 temure as preiniar,
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he subnitted an weonomlc Flan closely rogoes wding tha\e plans and
Adnes of the USSR, He adnitted to soc;;a.L:xs'b leanings but denied
e was a Communist. I% may well be, i:hab he is not a Communist
&ven now, hut that he and the Chinese Commmists are using each
other«~FRINI, to try Lo regain power with Conmunist aid, and the Chil-
nese, te canitalize on MRIDI'a prestige and following to set wup

- & Commvnist state in Thailand as a aatellite of Peiping.

Tong Hon, Viet Kieu Cuu Te Tai Thaj (General A.'aSDQi ation for

Mwbugld Assistance to Overbeas Vietnamese in Thailand

The (ietnamese Communists in Thalland, mumbering sbout
50,0005 are long~time Thailand residents and emigres of the pash
30 yeors. Sowe reports ssy that about half of %his group are
Communists or pro~-Commnist sympathizers working with the Viet |
Winh and BO ehi Mihh of Tndochinae In 19291930, HO was in Thaie
land forming Vietnamese emigre wnibss The Viebnamese Commnlsts
are orgerized dnto the Tong Hoi Viet Kiew Cuu Te Tal Thal (Gensval
Association for Mutual Ass_istsnce to Overssas Vietnameée in Thai-

Lawd). The association is not sective in intermal Thai affairs,

ﬂuﬂ
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III, A
o Appendix: SOURCES USED

/

: -
Part I: 4
State

g:apatch 204, Medan, 18 Apr 51, Unclassified,
D spatch L17, Rangoon, 2 Nov 51, Confidential.
espateh 29, Dangkok, 10 Jul 53, Confidertial.

o
it

Overt
Thompson and Adloff, The Left W
New York, William Sloane Asmﬁe’é’: Out?aaat Aotz

Prass reports,
FBIS Daily Reports,

Part II:
State

Despatch 850, Rangoon, 16 Jun 8
DDespatch 58, Rangoon, 18 Aug 5;53’8932‘:?0 '
Despatch 298, Rangoon, 18 Feb 5 s Confidential,
Despatch 598, Sg.igon, 25 Jun 53, Confidential,
Despatch L58, Djakarta, 13 Feb 53, Restricted,
Dospaten 230, Siogasera ot oua 3s Uoolase: fied.
‘ 9 ’ ct 50, Secret
Daspateh 55l Kuala Lunpur, 23 Jun'53, Secret.
De:g:tch I;BZ’ g:nngl:gll:’ gﬁ gc : gg, gonﬁ.dentialo
? » an g~ ) @
gaspatch 38, Bangkek, 16 Jul 52,.Cong.§.:ntialo
Desgatch 545, Bangkok, 17 Jan 53, Secrct.
espateh 577, Bangkok, 28 Jan 53, Confidential.

IR=5482, L Dec 52, Secret.
m-56733 15 Apl‘ 55, Secre‘bo
IR=59L3, 30 Jun 52, Conidential.
IR-6308, 20 May 53, Confidential,
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Army |
G2, Rol6=53, Singapore, 8 Apr 535 Seoret,
G2, Re88-53; Thailand, 3 Apr 53, Secret.

Overt it

Thompson and Adloff. The Left Wing in Southeast Asia. New York,
William Sloans Associates, 1950,

Republic of the Philiipincs, House of Representatives,
‘Special Committee on Un-Filipino Activities. Report,.
Cormunisn in the Fhilippines, 17 May 52,

Preas reports.

FBIS Daily Reports.
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