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25 October 1954

WORID CONFERENCE CF CHEMICAL AND PETROIEUM WORKERS
(Revised Report)

SUMMARY 3

. The decision to add petrolsum workers wnions to the
Chemical Vorkers Trade Dopartuent, apparently woe mede
hastily by high WFTU officials, and the merger prasented
to the rank and file as a fait accampli, Lack of sup-
port for a separate petroleum workers Tederation, and the

. organization of ths Intermational Federation of ﬁtrolem
Workers in April 1954, contributed to the decision to .
merge chemlcal and petroleum workers uvnions in the WFTU.
Delegates from the Soviet Bloc dominated the proceadings;
free world participation im the founding conference was ~
limited almeost entirely to repressntatives of Coummist
uniens. Since the top executive positions were retained
by reprosentatives of the chemical vorkers, the manner
and degres of influcnce of potroleun workers on the
policies of the trade department are unpredictable, The
trade department is firmly in the comtrol of loyal WFTU
functionaries,

The decision to add a patroleum workers section to the existing trade
dopartnent for chemical workers appears to have been hastily made on a
bigh WFIU lovel, without consultation vith the rank and file of, either
the chomical or the o1l workers, As late as October 1953, at the Third
World Congress of the WFTU, Vicents LOMBARDO Toledano spoke of plans
for organizing an "international uniom of o4l vorkers," )}/ Then, in
Jemary 1954, without any intervening publiclty, the official WFIU
publication Horld Irade Union ¥ovemont announcsd a coming conference of
“Chefaleal and Allied and 0il Vorkers,® 3/ In March 1954, in his report
to the 25th session bf the executive bureau of the WFTU, Luigi GRASST
reported that a petroleum workers section would be added to ‘the Chemical

T

Workers Trade Department, T, .

The deoiqion was preceded and attended by family quarrels within the
WFTU, The msré,er vas delayed, reportedly, because of international dif-
fersnces among East Bloe unions, Thoa M;lners Trade Dei:ar‘ment, which
included asome of the o0il workers, objected strenuously to vhat it con=
sidered an aftémpt to wea)naﬁ that trade department, The head of the
Miners Trade Department, (fmu) TURELL, has long been a fos of the WFTU
Secretariat and of Secretary General Louis SATLLANT, 3/

«
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A mmber of factors probably conspired to force the WFTU'g decision
to mergo the oil and chemical workers.. The egtablishment in April 195.
of the Iﬁtematioml Federation of Petroleun Workers (IFFH), ellied *to
the International Confercnce of Fres Trade Unions (ICFTU ), undoubtedly
prompted the WFTU to organize a rival trade department, At the same
‘tire, 1t appears that the WFIU discoversd oo 1ittle eupport for a
soparate Petroleum Vorkera Trade Dspartment aﬁd 80 decidad to join it
to the already existing Chemical Workers Trade Department.

The amlga'm.ﬁon vas prasented to the workers as a failt accompli at
the VWorld Conference of Chemical and Petroleum 1—_‘orhara in Bucharest,
Bumanie; in September 1954. The singular lack of publicity, even in
the Commmist press, attending preparations for the conference may indi-
- cate a desire to avoid public discussion which might have mobilized
opposition to the "party 1ine® or Jeopardized control of ths body by
loyal WFTU man, Even in Vierne, headquarters of the WFTU, there wms
1ittle news concerning the coming conferencs, and in Italy, according
to ona report, the non-Commnist unions wore not even aware of it. 5/

In Januvary 1954, the VFIU had issued an appeal to all chemical end_
oil workers, urging them to support and participate in the world con-
ference in September, A preparatory meeting was held in April 1954 in
 Budapest to plan tﬁe agenda for the conference, and representatives
~of chenlcal and oil workers unions all over the world, both affiliated
and not affiliated with the WFIU, were invited to attend, A second
preparatory meeting was held in Vienna in Jume and a special invitation
to attend the conference was issued to_tho IFF#, Public discussion of
thete meetings was avoided; ewen ﬁa tac‘f. that they were held was not
generally known, '
‘B, Tho Conforence | ‘E-\

~ The World Conference of Chemical and Petroleum Workers oon;;;;dvab
scheduled in Bucharest, on 21 September 1954, “One hundred thirty dele-
gates, supposedly representing 33 eount;!iaa » participated, but only 17
. of the delegates have baen idontiﬁod‘ (see Appendix B), Press releases
indieats that delegates or cbservers were praseat from the foli::wing
countrieas _ !

2

: . iRt R—
Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP62-00865ROOQ100050005-3



Sanitized ?’Approved For Bgigases: CIA-RDF62-00865R000100050005-3

Franoe Iran

Italy Kuwalt

Germany USSR

Vsnezuala Chinese Peopla's Republic
Mexieceo Rumania

Cuba Hungary v

Ecuador Czechoslovalkia

Indonosia

Although the comfercnce hall and delegates! hotel flew Amorican flags,
the presence of US delegates reportedly was denied. 3/ What delegates
from Mexico attended 1s not known., When Ignacio PACHECO Leon, secretary
general of the Mexican Potroleum Workers Union (Sindicato de Trabajadoras
Petrolevos t.io' l1a Republica Mexicana) was approached by a delegstion from
the CTAL invitiﬁg the federation to send delegates to the world conferencs,
he remsed on the advice of the secretary of government. He thought that
the CTAL might persuade a few individual members of the Petrolem Workers
Union to make the trip to Bucharest, but because they vould not go as
offlolol delegates of the fedsration he had mo vay of knowing who they ‘
might be, &/

0f the identified delegates, eight were from Near East countries, six
from the Soviet Bloc (imeluding Chime), four from Westera Purope, two
from the Far Esst (exeluding China) and only one from the Western Hemisphers.

According to & report from Djakarta, 7/ the conference discussed, in
addition to induatry‘ problexs, the atom and hydrogen bomb exporiments
and milltary pacts such as SEATO, and expressed opresitlon to coloninlisnm
.- and foreign mﬁ.liﬁaiy occupation such as the Dutch military éccmmtian |
of Weat Iriam, a disputed territory whoas inclusion into Indoassaian
territory is at present being argusd by nthe Indonesian people® in the
UN Generel Assembly 8/—all tried and true Comsmnlst propagande themes,

The predominance of Soviet Bloc representatives among the presiding
officers and major speakers is in striking contrast to the original appeal
for the conference, on which not a single Soviet Bloc name ap’?ﬁe;gmd. The
preliminary agenda, drawn up by ore of the preparatory ommittaéz': “had.;
called for a major address on "the stfuggls of the petroleum workers
against exploitation by trusts and in favor of higher wages, trade union
rights'a,nd the development of their industry in the interest of the people®
by a representative of the Mexlcan petroleum workers. There ie no indica=
tion that this report was givan, and sincs the Mexican petroleum workers
union snubbed the conference, 1t is 1ikely that no Mexican speaker could
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be obtalned. Indsed, the prevalencs of Soviet Bloc reprecentatives oa
'the podiwm may bave resulted from inability to obtain willing and come
'patent speakers from the free world eountries,

All of the officers elected at this conference represent chemical
workers, Omne of the vies~chairmen, Edouard FINCK, heade the CGT’s
Chemi.cal Workers Union, which includes French oil workers ss wall es
chemical worksra, He may be oonaidorod to have the interesta of pstrolemm
workers in mind, but these constitute a minority in his uwnion, Undoubtedly
the petroleum workers are ropresented on the central caamittee of the
nev trade department, but they hold none of the exscutive positions,

The pivotal pom position of sscretary general went to a Satellite
representative, who retained the position he had held in the former Chemi-
cal and Allied Vorkers Trade Department, The largely honorary positicn
of c¢halrman, and one of the vice-chairmanships, were given to representa-
,tivea of the two Vestorm naticms in vhich Communists have the sirongest _
-hold on labor: Italy end France, Representstives of the major fres world
oll producing areas, the Western Hemisphere and the Middle East, are aig~
nificantly missing from the roster of highest officials,

Statutes of the nwbtmde department will bes approved by the WFTU
Executive in the fall of 1954. Another confersnce of the trads departwent
is planned for May or Jume 1955, The zscreteriat has beon set up pro-
vislonally in Buchareat, with plans to_ transfer 1% in December to Viemna. 9/

Ko official account of the procesdimgs of the World Confarencs of
Chemical and Petroleum Workers has been received., Howsver, it has been

possible to sketch a partial program from news and radio reporta:

Proseedings 20/

2] Septewber, Firat Sassion .
louze of Culture of the Central Coumcil of Trade Unions, March 6 Avenus)
A

1, Election of presidium, | ML
2, Opening of conference by Luclano LAMA (Italy),*

* A1) radio reports received on proceedings of ths conference refer to him
as Blenchi LIMA, However, as nearly as blographic officers have been
eble to establish, it 1s probably Iuciano LAMA, electsd preaident of ths
WFTU ¥nternational Uniom of Chemical Workers in October 1953,

A
et RCEE —
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3. Particlpants greeted by Comrade Alexandru VERNESCU, chairman
of the Central Committee of the Trade Union of Vorksrs of the
011, Chemical and Mothane Gas Industries (Rurania).

4o Full report on the activity of the Chemical and Allied Workers
Trade Department, WFTU, stressing the need for strengthening
workers® international solidarity to achieve a better 1life and
peace; by Ferenc BOZSOKI, secretary general of the Chemical and

Allied Workers Trade Department.

’ 5., Discussion.

Afternoon gession.

10' Discussicna on the rdport presented by Ferenc BOZSOKI at the
morning session,

2, Address by Jean BAST (Francs), representative of the Fremch
workers, and Marino FERRARI (Italy), who greeted the conference
on behalf of 25,000 workers from the chemical industries,

8 i
5Presiﬂed over by FINCK, France)

1, Opening speoch, by FINCK,

2, Participants greated by Ion DOBRE, on behalf of the Rumanian
People’s Republic Central Coimecil of Trade Uniona and the
vorking people of Rumsnia,

3, Adoption of agenda,,

4o Reading of salutatory telegrams from trade union organizations
of various countries whose representatives could not participate
in the proceedings of the conference.

5. Address of Iunigi GRASSI, liaison secrostary of the WFTU, Stressed
that the conference, setting up an international wmion of workers
in the chemical and petroleum industries, must create a body
capable of competently defending in the present situation the
present and future interests of those who work in these trades,
to relnforce internatiomal and national unity and to secure inter-
natiocnal solidarity of the workers in the chemical, oil and allied
industerles, ‘ '

%m«m Session .

Presided over by Nicolai KOVAIEV, vice-chairman of the Central Com-

mittee of the USSR Chemical Industry Workers Trade Union and leader:

of the Soviet delegation to the conference) N

~ -

1. Report: "Tasks of Trade Unioms in Chemical, O1l and Allied_
Industries for Strengthening the Unity of Action of Workers in .

he Struggle for Economic and Social Cleims, for National Indepen-

dence, and for Peace," by Iuciano LAMA,

2. F('loor tgken by Iosif NEPOVIM (Osadxoalmkia). and Osvaldo CAINVETTI
08)s .

-

No ropor;ts of sessions on 23-25 September have bean reosived,

5 e
.
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26 Ssptepboy, Moyning Session

1o Report of the credentials commission, which showed that the cone
forsnes wes attended by observers and delegates from 33 countries,

&
°

Passage of unanimous resolution, that ths new trade depertment
of the chemical end oil workers will lend its support to all
ukions, affiliated with it opr not, vhenever reguested,

3o Umanimous approval of statutes of the new union,
4o Eloction of officers:*
Chairman: Inclano LiMA, Italy

Vice~chairmon: Nicolai KOVAIEV, USSR
. Edovard FINCK, Franco

Secretary Genersl: Ferenc BOZSOKI, Hungary
50 Cone]:udipg spaech by Luciano LAMA,

26.Senteshar, Glosine Prog 2
@ 7y

o Vo Stalin &m, Ploesti
1., Meeting opemed iy Alexandru VERWESCU,,

2, Floor takem by A, D, AHUNDOV » chalrmen of the Ceatral Committes
“of the USSR 011 Industry Workers Trade Union, who said that "The
Rumanian people, under the leadership of ths Rumanian Workers
Par{ye=the workers® aid-have scored blg successes in a short
psriod of time im building the new life of their country, Along
with all our people, we Soviet oilmen are proud of the succssses
of the Rumanian psople,®

3o Teatimony by Osvaldo CAIVETTI (France): The proceedings of the
conference, end the varm raception given us by Rumenisu workers,
proves to the French vorkers that our astruggle is not isolated,

We shall socn return to France, more closely united in the struggle
we must wage and which, with united forcos, we shall win,

4o SUN Vei-cun (Chinese People's Republic)s During our stey end ocur
visit in the Rumenianm Feopleta Republic, we have witnepsed the
poverful enthusisam of the working pesople for the building of
socislism, We are deeply impressed and happy at your successes.
In our viork for the devalopment of the oil industry in China we
enjoyed the help of the vorking people of the Rumznian People’s
Republic, who sent us specialists, We thank ‘you fram the bottom
of owr hearts for the fraternal help,

3¢ HRepresentative of Iranian oil workers (unidentified): After point-
ing to the "sanguinary exploitation” to which vorkers in his coune
try are subjected, he spoke about their struggle to improve con-
ditions, to satisfy economle and social claima, for national inde-
pendence and peace, T

6o Maximiliano GORCIA, Venezuela: We have arrived frem rich cowntries
vhere there is everything to make the 1ife of our psople happy,
But foreign imperialism exerts am economic and political domination
vhich hinders the development of.our industry and the improvement
of the living conditions of cur people, Workers in Latin Amsriea
express before you the resolve that mo riches of our countyry sHould
"be put in the servies of the plans of warmongers, :

# See blographic sketches in Appendix A,

' 6
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7o

8,

10,

R, N, RAUL (Irdin): The Indlan psople yearn for pesce. They are
convinced that, through the growing unity of the veorking people,
they will sueceed in contributing %o tho cmashing of the plana
of the wer fomenisrs,

Rapardy SITUMEANG (Indomesia): Your victory of free peoples is

an example for our paople who fight for liberty and national inde~
pendenca, for peace., From you we have learned that the unity of
the working clags lies at the bLasis of the struggle for victory,

Marino FERRARI (Italy): Enthusissm, elan and confidence in the

future wo sawv everywhiere in the oyss of the vorkers, employecs

and technicians in the factories end enterprises, We bave won

and will win pew victorics, The Italian workers are convinood

that, together with other workers, they form a great force which,

blg thelr struggle, will win freedom and the right to work and to
ve,

Prolonged demonstration by perticipants for the WFIU, for the
International Workers Union of Chemical, Allied and 01l Industeies,
tor frlendship among peoples and for peace,
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C. Progpects for the New Trade Department

The WFTU attempted to give the new trade departmént ‘
an auspicious ssnd-off by having in attendance top WFTU
officials, who actually ere concerned with nelther the
petroleum nor the chemicel industrises: Luigl GRASSI, head
of the international liaison office of the WFTU; louis
SATLLANT, head of the WFTU general secreteriat; Ernest
THORNTON, leading WFTU official in Australies, Indonesie
and Oceania; and other WFTU functioneries, including LIU
Ning-i, Emil OTT0, Lezaro PEFA, (fnu) KUTUZEV and MORARU, 11/

Although the conference wss one of chemical and
petroleum workers, most of the delegates ceme from the oil-
produeing areas, Of the 130 delegates, 63 were members of
o1l vorkers unions, and another 40 came from oil fields of
underdeveloped countries, 12/ In what menner and to what
degree the oil workers will influence poliey of the trade
dspartwent remeins to be seen.

According to the confersnce protocols, the struggle for
production control by the workers in Ceontral Asien and Latin
Amaricen areas is to be waged as part of the nationalist
struggle. The tactics to be applled in this struggle are
to be adjusted in such a way that the support of the cil
workers by broad masses of the population can be assured. 13/

\\\\
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APPENDIX A

BIOGRAPHIC SKRTCHES ON OFFICERS OF CHEMICAL AND OIL
WORKERS_TRADE_DEPARTMENT

1AMA, Tueiano 14/

In October 1953 Lucieno lLame was elected president of
the WFTU Intermational Union of Chemical WOrkereo At that
time, L'Unita, the Italian Communist Party's préss organ,
identified him as secretary-general of the CGIL (Italian
Commmist cont:f-alled lebor federation) Chemical Union.

Yo is also .a member of the WFTU General Councll, a member

of the CGIL Directing and Executive Committees (elected
December 1952) and a member of the Honor Committee of the
Itelo-Polish Cultural Association. An unconfirmed report

of 1953 states that he is a member of the Economic-Industrial
0ffice in the FGI Central Economic Office.

Lame in 1945 vas e Socielist labor leader from Bologne.
and av CGIL vice-secretary, By 1947, however, he had apparent-
ly joined the Gommunist Farty, end about this time, in
addition to being a CGIL vice-secraetary, he was also socretary
of the (CGIL) Chanber of Labor at Forli, He attended the
Netional Youth Congress for Work and Production (Communist-
sponsored) in CGenoa in February 1948; the WFTU Congress,
Mllan, June 1948; and the Second Betional CGIL Convention,
Genoe, October’ 1948, et which he was re-elected a vice-secretary.
In November 1950 he went to Moscow for October Revolution
celebrations. ‘

Lama was described im 1947 as a young, eager person, &
power in locel Forli activities and a man of violent ;hthef
than rational ﬁzethodso While his birth date is not availab;e; o
a picture of him appearing in L'Unita 24 October 1953 appears
to be that of a man in his eerly -6r mid-thirtles at the most.

il

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP62-00865R000100050005-3



Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP62.00865R000100050005-3

FINCE, EDOWARD 15/
Nationalitys " French
Present Positions 'Secretary general of CGT Chemical Workers Union

‘Birthdate: 28 March 1891

Career:

1932 Secretary of Pederation of Workers in the Chemical Industry (CGT)
1949 Attended constituent conference of International Chemical

"~ Workers organization at Bologna in Fovember,.
1952 Visited Bucharest in August,

Referrsd to as secrstary general of CGT, Member of CGT Nationsl
Committee,. .

A

*****
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KOVALEY, Nicolat M. 16/

Rationality: Russian

Present Pozition: Chalrman of Central Committes of Trade Unions of
Chemical Workers, USSR

Birthdate: - 1907

Career:
1947 Chairman, Central Committee of Chemical Workers Unions, USSR

Member of delegation to All-Union Central Committee of Trade
Unicns, Italy, 3 June

1948  Attended First Congress of Austrian Trade Unions, 18 May
Read of USSR Trade Union delogation visiting Austris, 5 June

1949 Headed Soviet delegation to National Congress of Chemical Workers,
Florence, Italy, 2628 Juns

Present at organization of International Chemlcal Workers Organization
at Bologna, Italy, 13 Kovember

1950 Member of Executive Commitice of International Union of Chemicel
Workers, elected 14 March

‘Member of USSR delegation to Bulgaria to attend constituent conference
of International Federation of Trade Unions of Workers in the Chemical
Industry, 18 March

President, USSR Chemical Workers Union

Member of Execﬁf;ive Committee of International Union of Chemical
Workers

Member of delegation to Trade Unions of Glass and Porcelain Workers
Congresa, Helsinki, Juns

1953 Deputy chairman, WFTU
Membor of Soviet delegation to Third World Congress of the WFTU,

October
Remarks:
. KOVALEV i3 an old member of the Bolshevik Party and a member of the
"ed Guard" with the rank of captain, -
L
ik §
-
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BOZSOKI, Ferenc 17/

Nationalitys Hungarian

Career:
1949 Meomber of Parliament

1950 Hungarian delegate, International Conference of Chemical Industry
Trade Unions, Budapest, 12-14 March

]
Named secretary of the World Federation of Chemical Industry
Workers, March

1951  Leader of Hungarian delegation to Berlin conference against German '
remilitarization, March

Officlal, Central Council of the Hungarian Trade Unionms, Budapest
Chairmen, Hungarian Workers Committee
1952 Hungarisn delegate, Moscow International Economic Conference, April

1952~ Secretary, World Federation of Trade Unions' Chemical and Allied
date Industries Workers Trade Union International

1953  Member, National Trade Union Council
Member, Presidential Board of the Union of Chemical Industry Workers

Member, Hungarian delegation to the All-Chine Trade Union Federation,
Peleing, Chine, April

Fresident, National Hungarian labor Committes
1954  Deputy, Grand National Rssembly, January

12
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APFENDIX B
ENOWN DELEGATES TO _WORLD CONFERENCE OF CHEMICAL AND OI1 WORKERS
BUCHAREST, 22-25 SEPTEMBER

ance &

Osvaldo CALVETTI, representative of Caerdboerd Workers Union, and
member of National Committee of CGT,

Jean BAST
Edouard FINCK, secretary general of CGT Chemical Workers Union

Ttalys

Luciano 1AMA, president of WFTU's International Union of Chemical
Workers

Marino FERRARI

Indlas
Ro No KAUL

Kuynits

A, HAMEL (possibly Ashra KAMEL, who attended WFTU Congress in
October 1953.)

Indonssias
Rapardy R, SITUMEANG, secretary general of Executive Council of PERBUM

Juguf BIJAVANA

Chinese People's Republiecs
SUN Vei-cun

Yenegzueln:

Maximiliano GORCIA, member of Comite Sindical Unitario de Trabsjadores
. ' -Petroleros de Venezuela (COSUTRAFET), the Communist
Unionq

Rumanias
-
Ton DOBRE . v N
Alexandrou VERNESCU, chairman of Central Committee of Trade Union of

Workers of the 0il, Chemical and Methane Gas
Industries, Rumania.

ey

N

o

Hungary: . -
Ferone BOZSOKI, secretary general of International Union of Chemical
Workers.
Czeghgslogg klas
Josif NEPOVIM
13
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LESHE

Ricolal M, KOVALEV, chairman of Central Committee of Trade Unions
of Chomical Workers, USSR

A.D. AHUNDOV, cheirmsn of Coentral Committee of the USSR 011
Industry Workers Trade Union

Al

1%
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