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SUBJECT: Mr. Robert Dechert's Pressnce at the Closed Session
on 27 Novemnber 1957 of the Senate Preparedness
Investigating Subcommittee of the Senate Armed
Bervices Committes

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

1. At the very begluning of the Ssuate Preparednsss Investigating
Subcommittes of the Senats Armasd Services Committes, the Chairman,
Senator Lyndon Johuson, assured himself that all members of the Sub-
committes staff and susistaats to the Subcommities members were
TOP SECRET cleared and had a "Q" clearance. He then made the
statement that he assumed Mr. Dulles took responsidility for the ClA
smployses present and ssked whether there were any other persons
present.

2. Siace Mr. Robert Dechert, General Counssl, Department
of Dafense, and Genaral Warren were praseat with the knowledge of
the DCl, Mr. Dulles indicated there were two Defenne Department
representatives present and that he, Mr, Dulles, was agresable to
their being present. There was wome guestioning by Senator Jobhnsoa
as to whather 81 not they would contribute or assist the DCI in hin
testimony and the DCl amswered that it possibly would be helpful in the
future if DOD representatives ware present. Howevar, Sesator Johason
indicated that as Chalrman he would issue invitations for those persons
whom ke wishsd to be present. With this Mr. Dechert and General
Warren left,

3. Mr. Dachert telephoned the undersigned on 2 Decamber
to inquirs about the availability of the transcript of the ClA testimony.
He was informed that the Committes staflf by apparent dirsction of the
Subcommittee Chalrman specified that it did pot desire the transcript
to be made available sutside of the Agency. Mr. Dechert was assured
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that the Agency kad no objection teo his attempting to securs the
transcript through the Coramittee itasll. Mr. Dachart advised me
that he had received the copy of the Director's statemant fram which
he testifiad. '

4. In addition, Mr. Dechert raissd the question of his being
requested te leave the huaring on 27 November. Hs stated that if
My. Dullss had snswared Senator Jehnson's question indicating that
since a graat deal of intelligencs is received from the DOD and that
powsibly Mr. Dechert could be helpful he, Mr. Dachert, balisved
Senator Jehnson wonld have permitted him to stay. It is, of course,
{mpassible for mue to quete this conversation verbatim but the thrust
of it to me is that Mr. Dechert has rationalised thin embarrassing
incident in such a way that he believes the DCI could have avelded the
{ncident. Mr. Dechert slso advised that one of the staff members
did approach him prier to the commencement of the closed sassion and
askad whether his presence in the session was “eet. " Detchert stated
that he informed the staff member that the matter was'all cleared. ”

1 did net atterapt to discuss this matter with Mr. Dechert and clossd
the coaversation by merely saying it was an unfortunste incident.

VBLGHED

JOHM 5. WARNER
L1agislative Counsel
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