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NOTICE OF PENDING LEGISLATION Lsensug?: Jala: '.:506 T T
SECTION | 25K A9 gy 3 3115_—~: - ~.
© " Dir/securtty  0GC- e e o,

THE ATTACHED BILL, WHICH HAS BEE CONGRESS, IS:

[T 1 SENT TO YOU FOR INFORMATION ONLY.
[ A BtLL ON WHICH FAVORABLE CONGRESSIONAL AcTioN [ | is [ ] 18 NOT PREDICTED.

& X3k SENT FOR YOUR COMMENT AS TO WHETMER IT IS OF INTEREST TO CIA ACTIVITIES, AND WHETHER
FURTHER ACTION BY THIS OFFICE 1S NECESSARY OR DESIRED.

IT IS REQUESTED THAT COMMENTS CONCERNING THIS LEGISLATION BE FORWARDED, IHROU(WT

FoLb APPROPRIATE CHANNELS, TO THIS OFFICE, BY — i ] _ Fein
THERE " [ 'SECTION 11 COMMENTS (From Original Addressee) e _\_1“”‘2
T0 : LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL FROM:
OFF ICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL OffiCé of General Counsel

1. We see no CIA interest in the proposed bill end action sy the
. Legislgtive Counsel is believed unnecessary.

2. The bill would protect the right of individuals to petision or
communicate with Congress or Members thereof 'unless the informar:ion
furnished is in violation of Federal law, or in violstion of Fedv:ral
regulations necessary to the securlty and safety of the United States."
It is believed the quoted language does not conflict with the revuire-
ments we now impose which prevent personnel from transmitting clissified
Agency information outside the Agency. The exception also is peifectly.
consistent with the provision of paragraph 6 of our Secrecy Agreément of
16 July 1955 which states that to carry asny grievances or complaints
ourside the Agency 'will be considered a violation of the undertdking”
not to disclose classified information relating to the Agency.

3. For information, the provision which would be rapealed h-
Section 2(a) of the bill protects the right of members of the Armad Forees
to communicate with members of Congreas '"unless such commmunication is in
violation of law, or in violation of regulations necessary to the security
and safety of the United States."” The provision repealed by Sect:on 2/h}
reads:

"The right of persons employe@ in the civil service of the Utited
States, either individually or collectively, to pettim Comgress, ¢r any
Member thereof, or to furnish information to either House of Congrz2ss, or
to any committee or member thereof, shall not be denied or interfered with.’
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DATE OF COMMENTS

1 February 1956
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