Approved For Release 2000/08/22 : CIA-RDP58-00597A000100080005-0

Lowry Report Absolves ‘Green Bowlers of All |
Charges; 18 Admirals Listed

Rear Admiral Frank J. Lowry has ab-
solved the “Green Bowlers” of all charges
of being a “vicious” oflicers clique with
its chief purpose the advancement of the
professional careers of its members,

His report, based on written state-
ments and personal interviews with more
than 50 members of the 40-year-old secret
Naval Academy society, was submitted
to the Chief of Naval Operations Octo-
ber 1.

Early this week, it was endorsed by
the Chief of Personnel and is now in the
office of Secretary John L. Sullivan.

Admiral Lowry told Admiral Nimitz
he had been unable to find a single ex-
ample of a Navy or Marine Corps officer
having received coveted assignments or
unusually rapid advancement by virtue
of his identificatien as a Green Bowler.

Further details of the Admiral's report,
prepared in conjunction with the Office
of Naval Intelligence, will be announced
sometime next week,

Meanwhile, an exhaustive examination
of what is alleged to be a complete list
of Green Bowler members obtained by
ARMED FORCE has failed to produce
evidence to support the perennial charge
that Green Bowlers dominate the Navy’s
_plush jobs.

As in December, 1945, when the list
was first examined, the percentage of
Green Bowlers holding top echelon jobs
still is not excessively high when com-
pared with the far greater number of
non-members holding positions of im-
portance,

This situation exists, despite the fact
that the 6 to 16 Midshipmen tapped an-
nually for Green Bowler membership be-
tween 1909 and 1940 almost always were
honor men of the class, outstanding
athletes or outstanding personalities.

The Ust discloses that:

1. A total of 355 Naval Academy Mid-
shipmen were tapped for Green Bowler
membership between 1909, when the so-
ciety was founded, and 1940, when Naval
Academy Superintendent James Hollo-
way says the practice was discontinued.

2. A total of 35 Green Bowlers have
attained flag rank.- Eighteen of the 279
flag officers on active duty October 1
were members. They are:

Rear Admiral Monroe Kelly, Com-
mandant, 3rd Naval District, Class of
1909.

Rear Admiral Morton L. Deyo, Com-
mandant, First Naval District, Class of
1911

Rear Admiral Aaron S. Merrill, former
Commandant, 8th Naval District, to be
retired December 1 as a Vice Admiral,
Class of 1912,

Admiral DeWitt C. Ramsey, Vice Chief
of Naval Operations, Class of 1912,

Vice Admiral John L. Hall, Jr., Com-
mandant, 14th Naval District, Class of
1913. |

Rear Adimral Leo H. Thebaud, Naval
Inspector General, Class of 1913,

Rear Admiral William K. Harrill, Com-
mander, Fleet Air West Coast, Class of
1914.

Rear Admiral Robert W. Hayler, Senior
Member, Board of Decoration and Medals,
Class of 1914,

Vice Admiral Lynde D. McCormick,
Commander, Battleshipe and Cruisers,
Atlantic Fleet, Class of 1915.
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Vice Admiral William M. Fechteler,
Deputy CNO for Personnel, Class of 1916.

Rear Admiral Osborne B. Hardison,
Commander, Carrier Division Five, Class
of 1916.

Rear Admiral William K. Phillips, Comi-
mander, Destroyers, Atlantic "Fleet, Class
of 1918,

Rear Admiral Charles W. Styer, As-
sistant CNO for Undersea Warfare, Class
of 1918,

Rear Admiral Leslie C. Stevens, U. S.
Naval Attache to Moscow, Class of 1919.

Rear Admiral Paul F. Lee, Chief, Of-
fice of Naval.Research, Class of 1919.

Rear Admiral Ernest Von Heimburg,
Commander, Amphibious Group II, Class
of 1919.

Rear Admiral Emmet P. Forrestel,
Commandant, Norfolk Naval Base, Class
of 1920.

Rear Admiral Edward C. Ewen, Chiéf,
Naval Air Reserve Training, Class of 1921.

Among the other (Green Bowiers who
attained flag rank but no longer are on
active duty, were Rear Admiral Richard
E. Byrd, Commodore George F. Reinicke,
Rear Admiral Francis E. Whiting, Rear
Admiral Lloyd J. Wiltse, Rear Admiral
Andrew C. McFall, Rear Admiral George
B. Wilson, Commodore, Samuel P, Jen-
kins, Rear Admiral John W. McClaren,
Rear Admirat John H. Brown, Jr, and
Rear Admiral John Perry.

With the exception of more than 50
members listed as deceased by the Naval
Academy Register of Graduates, an en-
tire list of the Green Bowler membership
follows. (Many were killed in combat.)
The names of many Academy men who
have long since retired or resigned their
commissions are included.
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