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PUBLIC - NO. 378 - 776th CCUGRESS

CHAPIER 665 ~ lst SESSION

(4. B. 6614)
Ali ACT |
TO AMEND THL GOVERNMENT LOSSES I SHIPMENT ACT

, Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United Stofes of America in Gongress assembled, That the second proviso
Gf secbtion 3 of the Goverrment Losses in Shipment Act, approved July 8,
1937 (50 Stat. 480; U. S. C., 1934 editicn, Supp. IV, title 5, sec. 134b),
is hereby amended to read as follows: tprovided further, That. the fund
" ghall be awvailable for the replacement of any loss or destruction of, or
damage to, valuables shipped by or on nehall of the Public Debt Service
of the Tressury Department prior to the effectlve date of this amendment,
the replacement of which was chargeable against the securities trust fund
established under authority of the indefinite appropriation 'Expenses of
1oans, Act of Sepiember 24, 1917, es amended and exvended! (U. 5. C.,
1924 edition, title 31, secs. 700, 761); and the Secretary of the Treaswry
is hereby sutherized and directed to transfer on the books of the Treasury
Department the amount standing to the credit of the securities trust fund
and credit the same to the fund." '

. 85ce, 2. The Government Losses in Shipment Act (50 Stat.
U. 5, C., 1934 edition, Supp. IV, title & cs. 134-134%; title 31,
secs. 528, 73%a), is hereby amended by acding the following sections Lo
the end of section 3 thereof: ‘

#3ce. 3a. A1l losses or destruction of, or damage to, internal
revenue or other shampe, United States securities, or other cbligations
of ‘the United States, an’ runds, occurring heretofore or hereafter, but
not prior to February 4, 1935, while such stamps, securities, obliga-
tions, or funds were in the custody or possession of, or charged to, the
Post Office Devartment or Postal Service while it was acting as agent,
for, or on behalf of, the Treasury Department for the sale of such stamps,
securities, or obligations and for the collection of such funds, irre-
spective of the manner in which such loss, destruciion, or damage occur-—
red, shall be replaced out of the fund under such repgulations as the
Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe: Provided, however, That no post-
master, Navy mail clerk, or asslegtant Navy mail clerk naving the cusbtody
or possession of such stamps, securities, obligations, or funds at the
tine of the loss, destruction, or damage shall be relieved of any lia-
bility to the United States or receive credit in his asccounte for such
loss, destruction, or damage wnder the provisions of the Act of March 17,
1882, as awended (U, 5. C., 1934 edition, itle 39, sec. 49), until the
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Postmaster Genesral and the Secretary of the Tressury have jointly determined
that such loss, destruction, or damage resulted from no fault or negligeneo
on the part of such postmzster, Navy mail clerk, or assistant Navy mail

"Sec. 3b. The Secrelary of the Tressury is hercby authorized to
execute and deliver, on behalf of the United States, such binding agreements
of indemnity as he may deem necessary and proper to enable the United States
to obtain the replacement of any instrument or document received by the
United States or any agent of the United Sbates in hic offliclal capacity

>

which, after having been so received, becaue lost, destroved,. or so muti-
lated ag to impailr its value Provided, however,. That no such agreement of
indemnity shall operate o obligase the United States in any case in which
the obligec named therein makes any payment or delivery not required by law
on the original of the instrument or document covered thereby. The fund
shall be aveilsble for the payment, of any obligation arising out of any
apreement exceuted by the “ler-tary of the Treasury under this section,®

- dec. 3. Sectlon 7 (a) of the Government Losges in Shipment Act

(50 Stat. 430; U. S. C., 1934 edition, Supp. IV, title 5, sec. 134f (a)),
is héreby amonded to read as follows: v S ' C “

- "(a) The term 'veluables! mesns shy articles or things or repre-
-sentatives of value in which the United States las any interest, or in con-
nectlon with which it has sny obligation or responsibility, direct or in-
direct, and which are declared to be wvaluables within the meaning of this
Act by the Secretary of the Treasury. Yo orhicles op things shall be de-
clared to be veluables by the Secretery of the Ireasury unless he deter-
mlnes thet reéplacement thercof in accordance with the procedure established
herein, in the event of loss, destruction, or damage in the course of ship-
ment, would be in the public interest. The term 'United States' as used in
this subsectlion and in section 3b means the United Stotes, its executive
departments, independent establishments, andd agencies, including wholly
ovned corporations, énd officers and employees of any of the foregoing while
acting in thelr official capacity.®w =~ - ' '

' Sec. 4. 8o much of seetion 8 (H) (4) of the Covernment Lossess in
Shipment Act (50 Stat. 4823 U. 8. C., 1934 edition, Bupp. IV, title 31,

‘sec, 138a (b) (4)), 2s precedes the proviso is herevy amended to pead as
follows: o o '

"(4) if the owner or holder is the United States or an officer or
‘employee thereof in his official capacity, s State, the District of Columbia,
a Territory or possession of the United Str we, including the Commonwealth of
the Philippine Islands, a municipal corporation or political subdivision of
any of the foregoing, a corporation the whole of whose capital 1s owned by
the United States, a:for:igm‘government, or a TFederal Deserve bank:".

Sec. 5. Section 9 (b) (1) of the Govermment Losses in Shipment
Act (50 Stat. 4835 U, S. C., 1934 edition, Supp. IV, vitle 31, sec. 528 (b)
(1)), is horeby smended by changing the phrase included within the paren-
theses to read as follows: Yincluding the Postal Service when carrying
mail for any officer, employee, agent, or ageney of the Unitcd States when
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Stotes, bub not including “he Pogtal Servite vhen otherwise actin
in iLs capacity as a pubilic carrier of the mail.®

solely

<0

Scec, 6. Sc¢ mueh of section 9 (b) (5) of the Goverument Lossess
in Shirment Act (50 Stat. 4833 U. 5. G., 1934 edition, Supp. IV, title 31,
ere

. J
Sec. )~% (LY (5)), as wﬂéceﬂ-f the rovise is hersby amended to read as
follows:

ie¢ the United States or an officer or
euployee therecl in his of ficial. capacity, a State, the D;st ~ict of Co-
lumbia, a Territory or posses sgion of the United 9t¢t€0, including the
Commomvenlth of the Philippine Islawds, a mundlcipal corroruuﬂcw or political
suhdivision of any of the Ievegoing, @ corporation the whole of whose capli-
tal is owmed by the United States, A foreign government, or a Federal Re-
serve bank:%,

t(5) if the owner or holder
il
i)

See. 7. Section 9 (£) of the Govermment Lesges in Shipment Act
(50 Stab, 4841 U. 8. C., 1934 edition, Supp. IV, title 31, sec. 526 (£)), is
hereby anended te road s fol
w{f£) The term 'originel check' wharcver weed in this seciion meers
any check, varrant, or obher crder for the peyment of noney, payabic upon
demand end not bearing IJtLFTSJ, drawm by a duly authorized officer or agent
of the United Stahes, the Districu of Ceoliwnbia, or the District Uncuployment
cmpensation Board, on their bwhali apgainst an m(COth or funds of tho
”ﬁlbcd States, the District of Celumbia, or the District Unemployment Com-

pensation Beard, ineluding insbrunents isgued vy amy cerporation or other
entlty UVth or controlled by the Unilbted Stetes, the fundds of which are de-
posited and -ered inte the Tressury of the United States or deposited

with the Tr 6SUm&f of the United Stetes, but Jdees not dnelude money, coins,
or currency of the United Blutes; as ueed in subsection (d) of this section
it means such as instrment dravn by a duly authorized officer or employee

of the Pcpt Office Deﬂurt“eﬂb n

Lgvruved, August 10, 1939.
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