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Honorable Joseph 7. Martin, Jr,.,
Epeaker of the

Houge of Nepreseniatives,
ﬁﬁiﬁz%ﬁp Dels

Ry doaxr Mr, Speakerm

There 1s transultted herewith & dreft of a proposed bill
"fo emend ssotion 608 of the Communications Act of 19%4 in order
to lnoresse the ssourity of the United States, and for other

purposes.”

The purpoge of the proposed bill is to suthorise certain
governasntal agencles to receive sud use for intellizence purposes
the contenis of cny wire or radlo commmication i{f such receipt
and utilization ls in the iuterests of natlionsl sesurity, It
is contemplated thet the rules snd regulstions governing this
antivity will bs promulgated by the interested agencies, subjeot
to spproval by the President,

The neosssity for such lepislation stena from the regulre-
ment that the federal governuent process sll seurces of intelligence
in order that the national & ecurity may be maintained in = field
whereln present lsw operates to protect the secrecy of eormunicas
tions which poseibly contaln matter detrimentsl %o the safety of
the nation, RHegulated access to the source matorlal of intellizence
is & fundumental requirement for the suceessful opsration of
government agencies congerned with security matters, The necessity
for such legislation is emphasized in the recamendation con®ained
en page 283 of the final report of ths Joint Coomittee on the
"Investigation of the Pearl Harbor ittack™ (Senate Doocunent 244)
which recormmendation states:

"That effeotive steps be taken to insure that
statutory or other restristions do not operats to
the beneflt of an enexy or other forees inimical
to the Natlon's JSecurity and to the handicap of
our own intelligence agencies, 'Tith this in mind,
the Congress should give serious study to, muong
other thingzs, the Communications Aet of 19343 %o
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suspeneion in proper instances of the statute of
liritations during war (it was impossible during
the wnr to prossoute violations relating %o
f¥aglie' without glving the seoret to the enemy);
o legislation designed to prevent unsuthorized
sketching, photographing, snd mapping of milltary
‘snd naval reservetions in pesce time; and to
legislation fully 2»%33%&:15 the sscurity of
slassified matter,

The ﬁaﬁ Department conglders this matter one of importsnce
and, with approval of the Mar Department, recommends ensotment of
the proposed logislation.
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