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Er‘liquidutipg this agency when
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bosis on 30 Decembcr 1945.: The W r Dcpartment has requested that

the Direct;r iof Central Intellig noe assume responsibility for
the proper disposition of former FBIS functions with a view to
dctermining the most uppropriate Government agency to monitor
foreign propaganda broadca;ts on a cortinuing basis and make the
nécessary recommendations to;th iﬁ;tion 11 Intelligence Authority

(Enclosure "B”)
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ENCLOSURE "A"

DRAFT
C.I.G. DIRECTIVE NO.

SURVEY OF THE FUNCTION OF MONITORING PRESS

AND PROP..GANDA BROADCASTS OF FOREIGN POWERS

. Memorandum by the Director of Central Intelligence,
with the Unanlmous Concurrence
of the Intelligenoe Advisory Board

1. a. During the war the ﬁ%deral Commun10°tions.Commission
(FCC) conducted a Foreign Broadcost Intelligencc Service (FBIS)
which monltored press and prépagand hroadcasts of foreign povwers.
The FCC was in process of liggidating this agency when its func-

tiong were taken over by the;%kr Department on an 1nterim basis

on 30 December 1945,

b. The pr>duct of the FEIS wvas valuatle to the State
Department, t» the intelligence agencies of the Wrr and Navy
Dipertments, to the Federal Bureau of Investigotion, and undoubt-
~dly to other departments and agencies.

¢. Sincce the interim arrangements will rease 2t the end
o the fiscal year 1946, it ;s éssential that the ultimate dispo-

sition of former FBIS functi?ns be determined Qt an early date.
% ; p

2. By unanimous epproval of5t e Director 3f Central Intelli-

ghnoe and the Intrlligence A%v}+lry Bonrd an ad hoc committee is

herchy established to oonsisﬁ of five members, on representing

the Director of Central Intell fnce and one reprnsenting each

nemher of the Intelligence Advﬁs:ry Board. This committge will

r“omptly moke 2 detailed study%oz farilities, résourcesfénd

f
‘pkpationu for monitoring foreign press and propaganda broadcasts,

snd will Getermince whether this servica is of continuing: value to

<xisting Feder:l :sgencles. Its réport will include recommendations
. $ H

- oer . 5 N
ns Lo ; ; g
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ﬁg. Which resources, f_0111Qies ond operating funcﬁions

ahould be continued 1n the nﬁﬁionul interest.
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2; Whit disposition ;hould be made of preserved resources

and facilities and whe

ssignments should be made of rcsponsi-
bility .for conducting he preserved operating functions.

c. What budgetary appangements should be made.

Z. The committee will vhbmit a report of findings, conclusions
and recémmendations to th; Director of-Central Intelligénco, who
will thén‘prepare suitable'recommendstidng to be submitﬁéd to the
N:tiaAai intelligence Authority efter obtaining the conéurrence
or c¢omment of the Intelligence Advisory?Board. The Director of
the Fedérdl Bureau of Investigation wili be invited to Qit s &

member éfithé Intelligence Advisory Boaﬁd for consideraﬁion of

these récommendations.
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g - ENCLOSURE "B"

12 February 1946

MEMORANDUM FOR REAR ADMIRAL SIDNEY W. SOUERS:
Subject: Monitoring of Foreign Propoganda Broadcasts,

1. During Decembef 1945 the Var Depcrtment was informed that
the Federal Communications Commission was in process of liquidat-
ing its Foreign Broadcast Intelligence Service (FBIS) which
monitored press and ﬁropagéndn brocdecasts of forclign powers.
filthough systemntic éoverage of,foreign_propag:nda troadeasts
vas belleved primariiy the concern »f the State Departmént, it
wes also valuable as an cuxiliary activity to the intelligence
functiéns of the war.and Navy Departmenté. Other goverﬁment
~gencies were served by the prdduct of the FBIS. Therefore, os
-n interim measure only, pending any program the State Department
night initiste, the Wur Department exponded its monltoring program

t> meet the need urising from the liquidation »f FBIS (Tab "A").

2, The W.r Department, with the opproval of the Federal Com-
runications Commission (Tab "B"), cceordingly employed former
RIS personnel ond piaced them on the Var Department payroll
ffective 30 Decembef 1945; and 211 FBIS facilities, including
thos¢ held by leunse or contract, were acquired by the War Depart-
ment on lozn or by transfer. The Wor Department arranged for the
renggotiation »f »outstanding leases and contracts, which now
constitute n charge against 1ts current operating_expenqes. Pend-
ing detailed :rrangeﬁents; it ccquired bty loar fixed faé;lities
and equipment owned 5y Federal Communicotions Commissio$inecesscry
t5 continued FBIS operations. See Tub "C" for the funcﬁional

yrganization of FBIS.

3, It is inappropriate and outside of the scope of its responsi-
ilitles for the War Department to continue monitoring forelgn
nress and. propaganda broadecasts beyond the fiscal year 1946
(Junc 30, 1946). Another government agency should be prepared to

RESTRICTED ) o n
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continue the FBIS function after that date. It is the“‘fore
proposed that the Director: of Central Intelligence asﬁ
rcspansibllity for the proper df%position of the FBIS
related Centr“l Intelligence functions and make the necess;ry
recammendgtlons to the National Intelligenc Authority with =
view to detgrmining the most appropri 1te government agency to

moniter foreign prop“gandaﬁbroadcasts on a continuing ba31s. It

is recommended that the WH% and Navy Departments he informca ¥}

early as prurticgble as tbﬁdhe ultimtte dispo ition of FBIS

/a/‘ HOYT S. VANDENBERG
- Lieutenant General, GSC
Asst. Chief of Stgff G 2

3 Incls: \
1. Tab "pA" :
2. Tab "B"
5. Tab ncn
RESTRICTED
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i,: TAB "A" mo ENCLOSURE "B"

{ 21 Deremher 1945

Haqorablr Paul Porter

Chairman Federal Communications Commission

”‘s%gngton D.C.

Dea %MT. Porter:

s advised that the Federal Communica-

tio { ommission 1is liqu i ting the Foreign Broadcast Intelli-

gen 5“erv1ce (FBIS), whi ﬁ monitors and digests propaganda

bel ,ed primarily the cﬁ?&ern of the State Department. It also

is j%? ble t5 the War an fNavy Departments. In the cilrcum-
s Ny
sta o1} of these times itjis an essential source of intelligence.

.8 dp interim measure, pending any program the State Deportment

tae

;t 1s proposed that all FBIS personrel, without change of
gra ’$r duties »r accrued leave, be transferred to the War
Dep»‘é§ent prisr to 31 Dgggmber 1945 and that the Commission holad
the §§sonnel together by&bontinuing operations pending an

ercbly determinction and ‘transfer of thase essential to con-

tin d operatiﬁny.

It is considered importunt that agreement in principle to

‘ebess“ry transfers be reached immediately in order to avold

the ?
13s330f continuity and of experienced personnel, A mutually
satjafactory settlement of the detalls can readily be made by

renn‘gentgtives of the war ;Department and of the Commission, The

Division will represen§ the War Department in this matter.

. - 7 - Tab "A" to Enclosure "B"
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Your acceptance, of # It will

facilitate Wer Departme’ni?i ]
oo , o

| 1ts monitoring. ﬁrogmm
in the national interest -

Sincerel§ yours,

ROBERT P. PATTERSON

g H .
g ¥ ‘
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TAB "B" TO ENCLOSURE "B'

i

_ December 27, 1945

Honorable Rotert P. Patterson
Secretary of: War
Pentagon Building
vashington, D. C.

\

My rear Secretary Patterson: g

This will ucknowledge your letter of 21 December fghﬁ

proposing a‘ trunsfer to the War Department of the Commlssion
¢ |
personnel who huveébeen engaged in the monitoring of fo%:ign

shortwave bpoudcasts cnd further proposing the loan to the

War Department of all Federal Communications Commission facili-
‘ 'i:

ties whlch nave beén employed in that activity.
% '
The‘CSmmissién accepts the proposals made in your:&etter

t 9

ancd steps are Feing taken immediately to effectuate thewarr;nge—

ments which ynu suggest. To this end representatlves o; the War

Department awd representutives of the Commissinn met this morning

for the purposg nf m,king detailed plans.
: i g

The Commission is pleased that the War Department h s found

it pasoible to cvrry on this important activity.

% By Direction of the Commission
/s/ PAUL A. PORTER

Chairman
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Office of the Director (6 bositions)

Directs and supervises the execution of &ll the functions
5>f the gervice; responsible for supervision of the field offices,
coordination 2f the wor# of the various divisions and uniﬁs,
lizison between the serﬁice and the government departments which
it serves.

Monitoring Division (53 positions)

Monitors (linguists) summarize in English and provide ex-
cerpts from significant broadcasts being received at the 8ilver
Hill station. A1l broadcgsts monitored are recorded. Imébrtant
ones are translated in féll, some as part of regular schédule,

Sthers in response to spec¢ilal réquests. A Program Informgtion

18 & complete list of foreign

section in the Division m&inta;
proadcasts by station, fr%quen; ‘and time, which 1is used as the
basis for making uﬁ the m%nitol Fg schedﬁle for all Forelgn
Brocdcast Inteligence Ser?icerﬁ‘BIS) monltoring stations.

Publications Division (74 posit

Prepares and~issues§mime- aphed and typewritten reports

: S )
on incoming broadcasts foi rapid distribution to government
:

agencles requesting them. | Thegéiinclude a daily report of texts,
; &

summaries and excerpts oféFar :“§tern trocdcasts prepared’by Far
] o I3

Eastern Section; a similar repgrt of Europcan hroadcasts preparen
{ T :

hy Europeen Section; a sibilar: §port >f European broadcasts

ty Latin /merican Sectiong spe;ihl reports in answer to querics.
This Division maintains cﬁmulaﬂihg, detailed knowledge o£ the
content »f the monitored radioi@foadcusts of foreign powers.

4 Snecial Services Section ser{és the Division by maintaining
files of background facts, namééyand places 2nd serves as a center
for telephone and written querﬂe? for particular information from

other agencies.,
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—

CIG 1 1

Tav "¢" to Enclosure "B"

;
) ;

Declassifiediand Approved For Release 2012/1'52/13 : CIA-RDP10-01569R000100030039-6



Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/12/13 : CIA-RDP10-01569R000100030039-6

a5

; RESTRICTED B

F .igf“—-——.— i%;’ci‘ﬁﬁw b e

" : 4 £ 000

7‘?% Operates genen&i?specialized“teletype services to

l -t
1ntercsted govevnment agencies to provide rapidly factuel in-

gbrmation of what is being broadcast by foreign powers; recelves
' and transmits to mon “ors and editors the requests from user

nf‘
qgencies for specific subgects or kinds of information to be

monltﬁrea

: Admﬁletrative Servicea Division (3‘ positions)

-v

51 Receives stencils of reports. from the Publications Division

e :v{b.»«.e; - r.-,

bd transcripts from the Monitoring Division; mimeographs,

goll ates and distrlbutes by messenger and mail the reports thus

P

pvocessed lso receives, records, distrihutes and files incoming
and outgqhg r'DI'I-esponclence mimeogrgphed reports, transcripts

and record1ngs~ muintains a messenger service.

Field Orgqnlzution (106 positions)

The field statlons arc located 2t strategic points for the

F R T e R O

1nfcrcept1>n and reporting to Washington of foreign braadcasts
not mJnitored 1n théVWashington are2, There are FBIS stations
at Guum? KoUul T. H., and Portlund, Oregon. These statons
honitor, translate,gedit and dispatch by radin and pouch to
Woshington D C., p;eSS and propaganda broadcasts of foreign

owers.f The London and Cilro offices have access to similar
P

h”terial monitored by B.B.C. and M.0.I. respectively and performs

the same sclection,‘ediﬁng and transmissinn functions.

Tﬁé foregoing functional organization ~f the Forelgn
Br) dcagt Intelllgence Service is substantially that teken over
by the WLr Department effective 30 December 1945. It is subject
to review prior t»o final approval by the War Department.
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