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President Defends
Operations in Chile

. F ord Defends Action

3v Laurence Stern
Washinaton Poar 8l

Wiiter

Piesident Ford defended U.S. covert

political operations in Chile last night
and said thev. were desi¢ned to pre-
serve the opposition press and political
- parties after the 1970 clection of the
late Salvador Allende. )

State Department and White House
spokesmen were unable, however, to
amplifv on the President’s assertion
that the Allende government attempt-
od, after its accession, “t destroy op-
position news media ... and o destroy
opposition political parties.”

Alr. Ford said that ihe covert pro-
gram was “in the hest interests of the
people in Chile and certainly in our

 best interests.”

Al the time of Allende’s overthrow
and death on Sept. 11, 1973, some 10
major newspapers covering the entive
political spectrum nearly two dozen
radio stations and all major politica
parties were operating in Chile.

The military junta thai ousted Al
lende {rom power terminated opera-
tions of all political parties and permit-
teg onrly pro-governmfnt NUwWsHapers
ta resume publication. The Chtlean
(Congress, which ratified Allende’s clece-
tion in 1970, was also closed.

Doth White House and State Depart-
ment spokesmen said they had “no
guidance™ on the President's explana-
tior: for the initiation of the covert
proevams in Chile.

The issue emerged during the press
conforence in the confext of recent
disclosure that Central InieHigence
Acvency Director William F. Cuoihy told
a flouse suhcommitiee some $11 il
lion in covert funds were authorized
by a National Sccurity Council hody
and targeted against Allende both be-
fure and after his election in 1970

Mr. Ford also endorsed the kinds of
cover{ actions carried oui in Chile and
other countries that are supervised by

the Forty Committee, an inter-
departmental panel of the NSC
responsible  for management
of those programs.

Ford noted that the Forty
Committee reviews ‘every
covert operation undertaiken
by our government and that
information is relayed to the
responsible congressional com-
mittees where it is reviewed
by Iouse and Senate coninit-
tecs.

“It seems to me thal the
Forty Committee should con-
tinue in existence and 1 am
aoing to meet with the respon-
sible congressional comiuittecs
to sce whether or nnt they
want any changes in the re-
vicw process so that the Con
aress as well as the President
are fully informed and are
fully included in the opera-
tinrs for any such actions.”
Mr. Ford added.

Ae far.as could be de-
{ermined in interviews with
chairmen and members of the
two principal oversight com-

mittees in the House and Sen- | l
Uself”

ate last week, they had not
previously been bricted by
past administrations on the de-
tails and scope of the anti-

Allende operations as they
were revealed in the Colby
testimony.

Sen. Stuart Symincton (D-
Ao.). one of the most senior
CIA overseers on Capitol Tl
told The Washinglon Post he

‘was “very surprised” at Col-
‘by's recent revelations.

' Asked whether, under inter-
inational law, the United
!States has a right to seek to
destabilize a constitutionally
clected government abroad,
i

IMr. Ford said: “I'm not going
{to pass judgment on whether
Hivs permitted or authorized
under internationa! law. It's a
recognized fact that, histori-
cally, as well as presently,
isuch actions ave teken in the
'Ll-;e.sl interests of the countries

involved.”
I The President said he has
becn reliably inforred " that
Communist countries  spend
“vastly more money thon we
do” for covert operations.
He reiterated the ‘claims
made by Secretary of _State
Henrv A, Kissinger and Cia
Director Colby that “ocur gov-
ernment had no involvement
whatsoever in the Allende
coup ... The facts are we
have no involvement i any
way whatsoever in the ¢oup it-

Last night the only record
of an anti-press action by the
Allende government was the
closing June 21. 1073, for 'six
days of the leading oppurition
newspaper Ll Mereurio’. oh a
charge that it was incjting
subversion. The newspaper,
which controls the couniry's
major news chain, was /' re-
opened by an appeliate court
decision. vt
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