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ident £ Allende in 1571, ¢
The aie purpose oi this

my slericus mission was {0 “de-
bzg” Allende’s rooms and to
train Chilean police and army
men in electronic debugging
tochniques, Interestingly, it was
the military that later over-
threw Allende.

The visit of master-bugger
Jokn Ragan came as ITT, the
CIA ond the U.s. emhasav in
Santiago were busily seeking
information to help them get the

Socialist Allende out of office,

Allende was nauonah;mz,
American companies in Chile,|:
including ITT.

Ragan, an ex-FBI electronic
specialist, is best known as the
man called in by the White
Houz> “plumbers” to bug the

But in the “business,” Ragan is
respected as an awesome pro: a
specialist called in to debug the
quarters of such notables as
Richard Nixon, Attorney Gen-
reral John Mitchell, Charles
i(Bebe) Rebozo and others.

On his trip to turbulent Chile,
Ragan took along a load of “of-
fensive” bugging equipment.
Secret Watergate documents
show he was accomnanied down

home of coltimnist Joseph Kraft.:
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While there, Ragan, at tha invi-
tation of the army and palics,
entered Aﬁ‘erde s homes a2t Val-
paraiso and Soniiago, and his
ipresidential patace.

According.to Ragan, he andla
Allende once sat down and had
cofiee, ‘There, the Chilean
leader learned that Ragan
worked for ITT. Ragan de-
seribes the conversation as
“cordial.”

No one secms to know why
ITT, a rclentless enemy of Al-
Ivmie s, was allowed in his
dwellings, much less why the

Chilean President let an ITT)|eq,
“clectronic

zgent conduct
sweeps” of his rooms at a time
when planting of bugs was
widely feared in Chile. Allende
cannot explain: he died from
gunshot wounds in the coup.

But as we reported on March
21, 1872, ITT had made ap-
proaches “to select members of
‘the armed forces in an attempt
to have them lead some sort of
uprising” in late 1970, only a few
months before ITT and the Chi-
lean army helped arrange Ra-
gan’s visit.

TheITT électronics mission is
even raore puzzling in view of a
secret ITT memo dated Sept. 29,
1970, from ITT Vice Preﬂdent E.

tiGerrity adviser,
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ootnote: Ragin spoke with
LMy associate .
sength, The “tmitier” was
~aly at the samjnar, he s.ax":‘&,
ot bugging. The Chitem
sien, he insisted, was “epen 2y
anove board” am‘ e buas weve
planted while inChile. nor vere
wy found. Th bu 8 e tony
iy him, he sald, were lefe (n
Chile only 4u trammg pur-
woses, net for Yoffensiva” bhug.

wr

3. Gerrity (o

Yarold Geuwen, In ihs
“\’V& should
naraw all tochinical help o
Chile) and shoiud not prcmm
any technical assistance in the
future.”

Yet, within months, ITT's dep-
uly security chief and its $2069-a- ¢
day electronics consuitant wers
dispatch‘ed to give “technical

1stance” to the anay, police
anf' to at least one Chilean tele-
phone company oifizial. xlfo bug Allende.

Through a trusied intermedi-
ary, we have been given a sum-
mary of Ragan’s notes on the
visit. They do not shed much
Iight on the subject, but simply
tell of meetings with the Chi-
lean police and army officials,

Some of them appear to be in

de. ..
After the Chilean excursion, ‘
Ragan continued to have high- : ‘
paying dealings with ITT. His : :
private logs show such curious
listings as “6/2/71—ITT test hi-
power tmitter .. . 6/7/71—ITT w/
tmitter . . . 6/10/71—Call Jack
Caulfield ... ” “Tmitter,” in this
case, is a tiny bugging transmit-
ter. And Caulfield was the!:
White House dirty trickster of
the Watergate era.
Ragan also ran an ITT.de-bug-!
ging seminar and has done de-:
bugging work for Geneen and
lesser ITT officials such as Dita
Beard, John Ryan and William.
Merriam. He collected $175 to
$200 a day for such duties.
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ging. ITT also deme~ any effoxt,
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