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3e CHEN WEIDA’S REMARKS ON STALIN IN REF FBIS SEEM TO
ACCORD WITH THE PREVAILING LINE ON STALIN’S MERITS AND
FAULTS REGARDING THE CLASS STRUGGLE ISSUE SINCE THE THWIRD
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PLENUM THREE YEARS AGD. ON THIS PARTICULAR ISSUEY
THEREFOREs WE DO NOT SENSE ANYTHING NEW AF0O0T.

4. OVER THE YEARS SINCE KHRUSHCHEV'’s WSECRET SPEECH" AT
THE 1956 20TH CPSU CONGRESSs CHINESE ASSESSMENTS CF
STALIN’S MERITS AND FAULTS CAN BE DIVIDED INTO TwO BROAD»
CONFLICTING VIEWPOINTS. EACH OF THESE VIEWPUINTS
NATURALLY HAS BEEN INTIMATELY CONNECTED wlTH CONTENDING
ASSESSMENTS WITHIN THE CCP LEADERSHIp OF THE ROLE OF
CLASS STRUGGLE WITHIN CHINA’S SUCIALIST SOCIETY AND w1TH
FUNDAMENTAL ISSUES IN THE SINU=SOVIET POLEMIC. THE
FIRST OF THESE TwO VIEWPOINTS EMERGED IN RESPUNSE TO
KHRUSHCHEV’S SECRET SPEECH 1ITSELF AND TO DE=
STALINIZATION TRENDS WITHIN THE BLOC AT LARGE. 17 wAS
CONTAINED MOST AUTHORITATIVELY IN THE TWQ LANDMARK
PEOPLE’S DAILY EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT ARTICLES "“ON THE A
HISTORTCAL—EXPERTENCE- OF -THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE . e e e
PROLETARIAT® (5 APRIL 1956) AND "MORE ON THE HISTORICAL
EXPERIENCE OF THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT® (29
DECEMBER 1956)s BUT ALSO OBLIGQUELY IN MAD’S UWN REMARKS
OF 27 APRIL 1956s NOw CALLED "ON THE TEN GREAT RELATION=
SHIPS." THE ESSENCE OF THIS JUDGMENT wWAS THAT STALIN
EXAGGERATED THE SHARPNESS OF CLASS STRUGGLE IN THE

SOVIET UNION IN THE 1630’S AND THUS wRRUADENED THE SCOPE
OF SUPPRESSION OF COUNTERREVOLUTION® AND wWRONGLY
PERSECUTED NUMEROUS PARTY LEADERS AND CADRES IN THE

GREAT PURGES. :

S, THIS VIEWPOINTs OF COURSEs CUINCIDED BOTH wITH THE
PREVAILING TREND OF DE=STALINIZATION wITHIN THE COMe
MUNIST BLOC AT THE TIME AND ALSU WiTw THE cCP’S :OwN
AUTHORITATIVE JUDGMENT THAT THE RULE (OF CLASS STRUGGLE
WAS DIMINISHING IN CHINA. LIU SHAQOQ1’S REPORT TO THE
EIGHTH CCP CONGRESS IN SEPTEMBER 1956 HAD DECLARED THAT
WTHE QUESTION OF wHO wILL WIN IN THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN
SOCIALISM AND CAPITALISM IN OUR COUNTRY HAS NOw BEEN
DECIDED"™ WITH THE SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THE SOCILALIST
TRANSFORMATION. THAT VICTURYs LIV STATEDs MEANS THAT
WTHE PERIOD OF REVOLUTIONARY STORM AND STRESS IS FAST®
AND THAY "THE AIM OF QOUR STRUGGLE IS CHANGED INTO ONE CF
SAFEGUARDING THE SUCCESSFUL DEVELOPMENT OF THE FORCES OF
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PRODUCTION OF SOCIETYs SO THAT A CORRESPONDING CHANGE 1IN
THE METHODS OF STRUGGLE wiIlLlL HAVE TU fFULLOW AND A
COMPLETE LEGAL SYSTEM BECOMES AN ABSQOLUTE NECESSITY.™

e THE DTHER VIEWPOINT ON STALIN EMERGED GRADUALLY OVER
THE NEXT DECADE AS MAQ CAME EVENTUALLY TO QUESTION THE
EIGHTH PARTY CONGRESS LINE ON CLASS STRUGGLE AND IT1S
IMPLICATIONS FOR CHINA’S APPROACH TO SOCIALIST MODERNI=
ZATION AND THE PARTY?’S ROLE IN 1Tse MAD BELIEVED INe
CREASINGLY THATs FAR FROM :RECEDING AS CHINESE SOCIALISM
ADVANCESs CLASS STRUGGLE ACTUALLY INTENSIFIES AS DISe
ENFRANCHISED REACTIONARY ELEMENTS FROoM THE ABOLISHED
EXPLOITING CLASSES MAKE LAST=DITCH EFFORTS TU 'REGAIN
POWER AND AS THE CONTINUING CORRUOSION OF RESIDuAL
REACTIONARY IDEOLOGIES COMPROMISES TwWe REVOLUTIONARY
INTEGRITY OF THE PARTY’S LEADERSHIP, PROGRESS IN
INTEGRITY OF THE PARTY’S LEADERSHIP, PROGRESS IN
SOCIALIST SOCIETYe MAO CONCLUDEDS REGUIRES THE EVERe

- -SHARPER DRAWING OF CLASS LINES IN SOCIETY AND maYy
ULTIMATELY REQUIRE THE OVERTHRO¥W UF ONCE=REVOLUTIONARY
PARTY LEADERS NOW CORRUPTED BY THE SyuGgaReCOATED BULLETS
OF REACTIONARY IDEASe AND IT NECESSITATES THE ABANDON=
MENT OF FORMAL PARTY AND STATE INSTITUTIONSs LAWS AND
PROCEDURES WHICH MAY RESTRAIN THE PROGRESSIVE AIMS OF
THE MASSES AND THEIR ACTIVIST LEADERS.

7« THAT THESIS OF MAO'Ss WHICH WAS CALLED THE THEORY OF
"CONTINUING THE REVOLUTION UNDER THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE
PROLETARIAT" AND CONSIDERED A PIONEERING CONTRIBUTION TO
MARXISMel ENINISMs WAS THE THEORETICAL JUSTIFICATION BCTH
FOR HIS INAUGURATION OF THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION AND FOR
THE DIFFERENCES ww WRICH HE LED THE wAY IN ELABORATING
== BETWEEN THE CCP AND THE CPSUe. 1T ALSO LED 7O .4
REVISED ASSESSMENT OF STALIN'’S MISTAKES. ALTHOUGH MAU
ZEDONG WAS ALREADY WELL ON THE WAY To ELABORATING WIS

. VIEWS ON CLASS STRUGGLE IN SOCIALISY SOCIETY BY :THE
EARLY 1960’S (HIS FAMOUS REMARK "NEVER FORGET THE CLASS
STRUGGLE®™ WAS MADE AT THE 1962 10TH PLENUM)s AND
ALTHOUGH HE HAD CALLED CLASS STRUGGLE THE ESSENCE OF THE
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN TME CCF AND CPSU (BOTH IN INTERe
PRETATION OF BLOC DOMESTIC POLICIES IN PLACES LIKE
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YUGOSLAVIA AND THE USSR ITSELF» AND IN FOREIGN POLICY
THEORY REGARDING THE COUONCEPT OF PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE)
THE NEW® ASSESSMENT OF STALIN DID NOT EMERGE UNTIL THE
HEIGHT OF THE CULTURAL REVOLUTIOUNe. THE 1863 PEOPLE’S
DAILYRED FLAG EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT EsSSAY "ON THE
GUESTION OF STALIN® (ONE OF THE FAMOUS "NINE COMMENs
TARIES®™ COAUTHORED BY MAOe CHEN BODA, AND KANG SHENG)
THUS RETAINED THE ORIGINAL 1956 JUDGMENT QF STALIN THAT
HE HAD “ENLARGED THE SCOPE :OF SUPPRESSION OF COUNTER=
REVOLUTIONARIES™ IN THE GREAT -PURGES AS UNE OF H1S MAJOR
ERRORS .

8. THE NEW VIEW WAS FIRST EXPUUNDED AUTHORITATIVELY IN
1967 ON THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY UF THE CULTURAL REVOLU=
TION’S STARTs IN AN 18 MAY PEOPLE’S DAILY=RED FLAG
EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT ARTICLE. THAT ARTICLE STATEDS .
HSTALIN WAS A GREAT MARXIST=LENINIST .ee¢ BUT WHERE ME
FAILED WwWAS IN NOT RECOGNIZING ON THE LEVEL OF THECGRY
THAT CLASSES AND CLASS STRUGGLE EXISTYT IN SOCIETY
THROUGHDUT THE HISTORICAL PERIQD OF THE DICTATORSHIP OF
THE PROLETARIAT AND THAT THE QUESTION OF wHO WILL wIN 1IN
THE REVOLUTION HAS YET TO BE FINALLY SETTLED® 1IN UTHER
WORDSs IF ALL THIS IS NOT HANDLED PROPERLY THERE 1S

A POSSIBILITY OF & COMEBACK BY THE BOURGEOISIE. THE
YEAR BEFORE HE DIEDs STALIN BECAME AwaARE OF THIS ROINT
AND STATED THAT CONTRADICTICNS DO EXIsST IN SUCIALIST
SOCIETY AND ‘IF NCT PROPERLY -HANDLED MIGHT TURN INTC
ANTAGONISTIC ONES. COMRADE MAO ZEDONG HAS GIVEN FULL
ATTENTION TO THE WHOLE HISTORICAL EXPERIENCE OF THE
SOVIET UNION. HE HAS CORRECTLY SOLVEp THIS SERIES COF
PROBLEMS IN A NUMBER OF WRITINGS AND JNSTRUCTIONS eeo
AND THIS IS THE MOST IMPORTANT INDICATION THAT MARXISM
HAS DEVELOPED TO AN ENTIRELY NEW STAGE." WHERE
ACCORDING TO THE 1956 ASSESSMENT STALIN HAD INe
CORRECTLY MAGNIFIED CLASS STRUGGLE IN THE USSR,
ACCORDING TO THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION INTERPRETIONs
STALIN HAD INCORRECTLY UNDERESTIMATED IT.

9e MANY OF THE POLITICAL BATTLES IN THE CHINESE
LEADERSHIP SINCE MAQ’S DEATHe OF COURSEs HAVE BEEN OVER
THE VALIDITY OF MAO’S ®"CONTINUING THE REVOLUTION®
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THESISs AND THE REFORM GROUP LED BY pDENG XJADPING MAS
LED THE WAY IN ATTEMPTING TCO UVERTHROw THE THEDRY AND
RESTORE THE 1956 EIGHTH PARTY CUNGREsSS LINE ON THE ROLE
OF CLASS STRUGGLE IN SOCIALIST SOCIETY AS THE BASIS FOR
H1IS UNITED FRONT APPROACH TO MUDERNIZATION. THE MAQIST
VIEw wAS ENSHRINED BY HUA GUOFENG IN A MAJOR ARTICLE ON
MAY DAY 1977 AS MAO’S GREATEST CONTRIBUTION TU MARXIST=
LENINIST THEORY AND AGAIN IN THE 1877 PARTY CONSTITUTION
AS PARY OF THE CCP'’S GENERAL TASKs wWHICH STATED THAT
POLITICAL REVOLUTIONS LIKE THE CULTUmAL REVOLUTION ®nwiILL
BE CARRIED OUT MANY TIMES IN THE FUTURE." DENG SUCCESSw
FULLY LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR UVERTHROWING MAD’S THESIS»
HONEVERs AT THE THIRD PLENUNM IN LATE 1978. THE PLENUM
COMMUNIQUE SAID IN LANGUAGE REMINISCENT OF LIU’S 1956
CONGRESS REPORT THAT WTHE LARGE=SCALE STRUGGLES OF A
MASS CHARACTER HAVE IN THE MAIN COME TO AN END® AS CHINA
SHIFTS THE FOCUS OF ITS WORK TO SOCIALIST MODERNIZATION _ | ‘
WITHIN A FRAMEWORK OF SOCIALIST LAwW. DENG 4ACHIEVED e
COMPLETE VICTORY ON THIS SCORE UNLY WwITH THE RECENT
SIXTH PLENUMs WHERE TWE PARTY'’S HISTORY RESOLUTION
EXPLICITLY STATED THAT MAQD’S "CONTINUING THE REVOLU=
TION® THESIS WAS BASED ON AN ERRUNEQUS ASSESSMENT OF THE
SITUATION IN CHINA AND THAT THE EIGHTH CCP CONGRESS HAD
PROVIDED A& CORRECT ASSESSMENT.

10« THE REVERSION 1IN THE PARTY’S LINE BACK TU THE
EIGHTH CONGRESS VIEW ON CLASS STRUGGLE HAS NATURALLY
NECESSITATED A CORRESPONDING CHANGE N VIEWPOUINT ON
STALINs AND PRESS MATERIAL SINCE THE THIRD PLENUM HAS
BEGUN TOU DO THAT., BECAUSE THE ISSUE OF CLASS STRUGGLE
CONTINUED TO BE CONTENTIOUS AFTER THE 1978 THIRD PLENUM
we CLASS STRUGGLE WwWAS SECONCARYs BUT wOw SECUNDARY
REMAINED UNCLEAR IN VIEw OF PHENUOMENA LIKE THE BEIJING
WALL DISSIDENT MOVEMENT IN 1879 == SycH ASSESSMENTS OF
STALIN WERE ‘VERY TENTATIVE. 1IN FACT, ONE ARTICLE
APREARING IN THE 22 AUGUST 1979 GUANGMING DAILYS
ASSERTED THAT BOTH THE 1956 ASSESSMENT AND THE MAGIST
ASSESSMENT OF LATER YEARS WERE "CURRECT." CHEN WEIDA'’S
DECISIVENESS ON THE ISSUE == "COMRADE MAQ ZEDONG
CRITICIZED STALIN FOR MAGNIFYING THE CLASS STRUGGLEY we
SEEMS TO US T0O REFLECT THE RESOLUTIUON OF THESE UNe
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CERTAINTIES BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE SIXTH PLENUM’S
HISTORICAL RESOLUTION ON MAC AND M1S IDEAS OF MIS LATER
YEARS., -

1l1e BECAUSE MAD’S ®“CONTINUING THE REVOLUTION® THESIS
WAS FORMULATED IN THE CONTEXT UF BOTHM WIS DIFFERENCES
WITH THE CCP LEADERSHIP IN THE EARLY 1960’S AND wlTH THE
SOVIET LEADERSHIP OF THE SAME TIMEs DENG XIAOPING HAS
FACED THE PROBLEM OF REJUSTIFYING THE APPROPRIATENESS OF
MAO’S CRITIGUE OF THE SOVIET UNION UNDER KHRUSHCHEV
WHILE OVERTHROWING TWE LEGITIMACY OF MAO’S CRITIGUE OF
THE CCP LEADERSHIPe ESSENTIALLY DENG HAS BEEN ATTEMPT=
ING TO REHABILITATE WCHINA’S KHRUSCHEVY AT WOME »1THOUT
REMABILITATING THE SOVIET KHRUSHCHEV IN SINO=SOVIET
RELATIONS. ACCORDINGLYs "REVISIONISM® DROPPED OUT OF
USAGE AS APPLIED TO THE SOVIEY UNION IN LATE 1978s AS
DENG WAS WINNING CENTRAL COMMITTEE ENDORSEMENT FOR THE
1956 EIGHTH PARTY CONGRESS LINE ON CLASS STRUGGLE AT THE
THIRD PLENUM, AND AUTHORITATIVE CHINESE STATEMENTS HAVE
GRADUALLY REDEFINED MREVISIONISMY" ACCORDING TO CURRENT
ANTAGONISMS TOWNARD MOSCOW. YE JIANYING'S 1979 NATIONAL
DAY SPEECH THUS DEFINED REVISIUNISM As THE PRACTICE OF
"SOCIAL®FASCISM AT HOME AND HEGEMONISM ABROADe® THE
SIXTH PLENUM’S HISTORY RESGLUTION UPHWELD THE CORRECTNESS
OF MAD’S "JUST STRUGGLE® AGAINST KHRUSHCHWEV AND THE
SUVIET "BIG NATION CHAUVINISM® =e A cHARACTERIZATION
THAT ACCORDS BOTH WITH CHINESE STATEMENTS ON THE NATURE
OF THE CCP=CPSU DIFFERENCES EARLY IN THE SPLIT AND WwITH
CURRENT ATTITUDES TOWARD MOSCOW AS WHEGEMUONIST®™ AND
"SOCIAL=IMPERIALIST" ACCORDINGLYs wg SEE NO GROUNDS
FOR SUSPECTING THAT THESE CHANGED VIgwS ON STALIN ARE
EARLY SIGNALS IN 4NY KIND OF PRC UVERTURE TO THE USSR
NOR ARE THEY EVEN INTENDED BY SUME IN CHINA TU IMPLY A
GROWING CONVERGENCE OF CHINESE AND SoviET IDEGLOGICAL

VIEWPOINTS HINTING AT A COMMON ASSESSMENT OF STALIN.
PREVAILING COMMENTARY IN GENERAL IN TM1S REGARD wOULD
SEEM TO SUGGEST GUITE THE OPPOSITEs DESPITE THE
OBJECTIVE SIMILARITY OF VIEWS ON WHAT CONSTITUTES
SOCIALISM AND ITS TASKS THESE DAYS,.
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12« OTHER ASPECTS UF RECENTe EXPLICIT CHINESE CRITICISM
OF STALIN SEEM QUITE CONSISTENT WITH TRADITIONAL PRPRC
VIEWS. THE 1956 PEOPLE’S DAILY ARTICLESs FOR EXAMPLE®
ALSO CRITICIZED STALIN FOR HIS TACTIcS IN DEALING WwITH
FOREIGN COMMUNIST PARTIESs PARTICULARLY THE CCP IN THE
1920’S THROUGM 19407Ss AND FOR HIS RUSSIAN CHAUVISM,.
THESE THEMES WERE REITERATED ON OCCASION EVEN THROUGH
THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION YEARS AND REPEATED AS RECENTLY
AS LAST MONTH IN RED FLAG (NO. 179 PaAGE 24).

13« HAVING SAID ALL THISe WE wOULD LIKE TO ADD THAT ®E

CONCUR STRONGLY IN THE EMBASSY'’S ASSESSMENT OF THE

POLITICAL IMPORT OF LIU KEMING'S VIEwS CONTAINED IN REF

‘EMBASSY CABLES. WE HAVE SEEN ARTICLES IN ECONOMIC

JOURNALS LIKE SHIJIE JINGJI AND IN SpoMmME OF THE PROVINe

CIAL ACADEMIC JOURNALS SINCE MID=197¢ DISCUSSING THE .
MERITS AND FAULTS OF THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN STALIN'S -
1952 nESSAY" EMERGING FROM THE 19TH cpSU CONGRESS EN= . -
TITLED MECONOMIC PROBLEMS OF SUCIALISM IN THE USSR,
THESE DISCUSSIUONS HAVE SEEMED THE POINT OF DEPARTURE FOR
THE CONTROVERSY BEGUN AROUND THAT TIMg OVER THE ®AlMS OF
SOCIALIST PRODUCTIONY == A DEBATE RELATED TO THE REe
ORIENTATION OF CHINESE INDUSTRY TUWARD CUNSUMER PRODUC=
TION AND AWAY FROM ONE=SIDEC STRESS ON ACCUMULATION,
OTHER ARTICLES HWAVE SEEMED TO IMPLY Ao REINTERPRETATION
OF SOVIEY HISTORY'’S FIRST FEW DECADES, STRESSING IN
PARTICULAR (FOR 0OBVIOUS REASONS IN Vvigw (OF CHINA'’S
CURRENT READJUSTMENT EFFORTY) THE "NEyw ECONOMIC PLANT
PERIDD. THESE REINTERPRETATIONS HAVE SEEMED TO POINT IN
THE DIRECTION OF LIU KEMING’S REFURMaMINDED ANALYSIS OF
SOVIET ECONOMIC HISTORYs AS THE EMBASSY HAS SAIDs BUT
CERTAINLY FALL SHORT OF HWIS VIEWNS SO FAR. WE MAVE HAD
ON THE B00KS HERE FOR SOME TIME PLANS TU DU A LONG
ANALYSIS REPORY ON CHINESE TREATMENT OF THE SOVIET UNION
FROM THIS REFORMIST PERSPECTIVE =« INCLUDING THE DISCUSe
SION ABOVE ON CLASS STRUGGLE AND UN ECONOMIC STRATEGY.
THE REPORT wILL SPELL OUT THE IMPLICATIONS OF PRC 'VIEWS
OF THE USSR FOR CHINA’S DOMESTIC POLITICSs SINO=SCGVIET
RELATIONSs AND CHMINESE ATTITUDES TOWARD FRATERNAL
COMMUNIST PARTIES IN GENERAL. WITH ANY LUCK?® 1T witlL
EMERGE WITHIN THE NEXTYT SEVERAL WEEKS., REGARDS T0 ALL.
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