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visit to Thai Binh
Hanoi in English to Southeast Asia 1000 GMT 5 hug 72 B

[For a VNA International Service English repOrt on this visit see page K-1 of the 7
-August DAILY REPORT] : ;o :

[Toxt] [Announcer] A team of the International Commission. for Inquiries Into U.S. War
Crimes in Indochina has just toured Thai Binh, a rice rich province in North Vietham's
delta. Ramsey Clark, former U.S. attorney gereral and a member of the team, visited
the ILa2n sluice, which was completely destroyad by U.S. bombs on July 29. The sluice
is an important hydraulic work. 1Its construction began in 1961 and was completed in-
1963 at a cost of 1 and a half million dong and millions of work days. The project
[woras indistinct] of paddy fields in the southern: dlstrlct of the province.

1an sluice had been bombed and rocketed on July 19, 2u, and 28 of this year but had
been.repaired. The last U.S. attack reduced it to rubble. Seeing the destruction, ]
Ramsey Clark had this to say:. [Follows male voice with American accent] "(?2I see) the
sluices are strategic in the utilization of water for tens of thousands of acres, and .
‘hundreds of thousands of people, and their livelihood depends on it, so it iIs obviously .
quite a eritical target, and when you hit it, you endanger the lives of all those '
people and you destroy this good earth that, uhh, has given {?them 1livelihood). )
EWOrus indistinet] facility and, uhh, vital in the regulation of, umm, the water level
on the tens of tnousands of acres which support, uhh, hundreds of thousands of people..
“80, the. jeopardy to their lives and livelihood 1s quite clear from hitting this targeg.

"Ye have recently had, uhh, some terrible floods in the Unitéd States, particularly
in the northeastern part, wheré the states of Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Maryland,'
Washington D.C., uhh, experienced, uhh, the most sSevere floocds in many, many years, .
and of course there was the, uhh, tragndy and disaster 1n Rapid City, South Dakota,
earlier in the year. . . . . N

"So tne American people knou somethlng about umm, the human suffering and loss of
1ife that can rnsult uhh, from flooding.
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But I Think tnee=the risk of ricoding to the p= opie of, uhh, the Denocrdcic RﬂDUDll”.
of Nerth Vietnam is., uvhh, is muech more serious because thee=-the 1ife Ofrtha country

depends upon its--its abiliiiy t0 grow the foods that, Lhng require the very eareful
regulation of water levels. Particularly, uhh, with rice it's impdrtant that there

be plenty of water, but, uhh, not be too much water, or there will be no rice erop,
and, uhh, people will starve.

NS0 it's imperative that, vhh, the, uhh, ﬁeOple of this country, uhh, of North Vietnam.
be abtle to regulate, uhh, their water, and this requires a very intrlcafe system of
deea, pumps, sluides, and dams. And if therels injury to this syitem, tnen the crops,; .
uhh, will perish. This, uhh, this province of Thai Binh is, uhh, a rich agricultural
area. The highest point in the whole province is only 2 meters above sea level, so

¥ou can see i&madiately that, uhh, not only will the food upon which life depends be
lost if there is flocding hers, but l1ife itself will be lost immeciately because, uhh, .
homes and, unh, viliag=s can be flooded; Therefore, attacks on the dikes, the sluices,
and the pumping stations that are essential, uhh, are attacks on the very economic '
basis, on thn very life, of thla country, and they should never never be done°>

[Anncuncer] Ramsey Clark also visited the bomb damaged hospital for lepers and a
secondary school in the province. He made these remarks: [Same American accented
male voice] "This morning, Friday, August 4th, the first place we visited {?was)’ the
small village of Phu Vang, (’whnre) two airplanes attacked on the 31st of July and
dropped approximately 20 bombs in the area gen-rally Anmong the places damaged, there
were, uhh, a hospital for lepers called {Le Phong), which is moOre than a2 hundread years
old and which cares for a thousand people suffering from leprosy. The bombs that hit
there killed three people and injured three, in addition doing great damage to the
hospital facility jitselr. . -

- "We also visited*a secondary school which was, umm, had been quite an attractive
building, uhh, only completed in 1966, and we visited there with six of the teachers.
The bombs there injured the principal of the school as well as four of the teachers.
But fortunately, the children were away on vacation, so no children were injured.

"It?’s not, umm, possible for me to make a final judgment as to what was intended. by the
piloet at that time. It would be necessary to first attain all possible evidence as to
targets in the area, and perhaps, uhh, uhh, from the, uhh, Air Force of the United

Statas there would be some statement as to what thoy claim they were trying to do here.

“But one thing is very clear, and ‘that is that when military aircraft bomb a country,
uvhh, where there 1s no military engagement going on, where there is no actual battle
" being .engaged in, they‘willzinevitably, unnecessarily, uhh, ki1l innocent people, kill
'civilinns, and destroy schools. and hospitals, as we have seen this morning. And the
lesson, of course, 1s that. the bombing should be stopped immediately, should never have.
been done in the first place, and should never be done again. "

o[AnnounceP] The former U.S. attorney general said further about the U.S. attack on
dikes: [Same American accented male voice] "We visited, uhh, one site yesterday,
that uhh--where a dike had been, umm, bombed directly--{?I think) that a bomb had hlt
directly on the top of the dike and had torn, uhh, a large erater in the dike there
znd had done damage nearby. In fact, that bomb, uhh, killed a mother and her-zand her
dzughtérs and left, uhh, husband without a wife and a son without a mother and sisters.
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"When we arrived, there werse nany,-many people already working to repair the dike-~

the pecple of North Viatnam are very hard workers--and they had, uhh, carts——there'
ware both men and womene-ané they had, uhh, shovels, and they had, uhh, what wa call
(?tamps). I gu=ss--what you pound the earth down with--ané uhh, they nevar stopped
Wwhile we were there. They kept, uhh, working, uvhh, constantly." [recording ends]

'You have Just listened to formesr U.S. ‘Attorney General Rémsey Clark, now in North .
" Vietnam, speaking about U.S. bombing raids in Thai Binh Province. -

Clark Comments on Haiphong Bombing -

Hanoi in English to Southeast Asia 1000 GMT 6 Aug 72 B

[For a VNA International Service'English version of this report see page K-U4 of the 9  r
August DAILY REPORT] : ‘

[Text] On August 5 American lawyer Ramsey Clark and other members of the visiting team
of the International Commission for Inquiry Into U.S. Crimes in Indochina wers in
Haiphong city to gather facts about U.S. crimes. Asked to comment on what he had-f'
seen, the former U.S. attorney general said:  [Follows recorded male voice with '
American accent] S : : U

tﬁbviously there 1s massive destruction in this part or Haiphong. Uhh, Just-standingAi 

" here on top of this debris you can see, umm, thit many, many buildings were totally"

destroyed. We can be fortmnate, I guess, that more people weren’t killed.,. TIt'sw—-
1t's quite amazing that, uhh, when you look at the dimension of the destruction here

.-=all this area--that, uhh, many, many people, uhh, weren't killed and so tragiec as it
-is in any world--it could have been hundreds, umm--or even thousands (?20f hundreds

that) could have béen killed in, uhh--in such, umm, terrible bombing and destruction in
the living area of the city of Haiphong as we see here. :

‘"Well, we know this--whether accidental or. on purpose, uhh, you can stop the accidahnts -

as well as thes purpose, and, uhh, there is absolutely, uhh, no excuse for bombing, of

North Vietnam. There never has been ampd,uhh, it sheould never have happened, it shoulad

stop immediately, it should never happen again.

‘”Iicah't';udge in any particular case, uhh, until I have all the facts and T will not

Judge until I have all the facts.whether a particular situation was a mistake. TUhh,
we intend to get as many of thes facts aid possible and, and we!ll then make our
Judgment. " . . : :

" [Announcer] About the destruction or Phuoe Loc hamlet on tke outskirts of Haiphong-byj
-U.S. warplanes on April the 16th last, Ramsey Clark had this to say: [Resforded male -

voice with American accent] "Well of course there can never be any Justification for
what happensd here at Phuoe Loe. It's SO“pitiful,that..uhh, the violence of technology
would be used to destroy the liwves of such a gentle and simple and beautirful people.

We must learn the lessons of these tragedies and, umm, know that we ereate @etermination
in the hearts of all people that there shall be peace and rules of law that can be '
firmly enforced to prevent these tragedies from every happening again.

"I've known Tony Lewis for many years and hels an extremely sensitive person. H= was

" here at thes village of Phuoc Loc shortly after the bombing occured, and I agree fully:

[cough] wnat he said. Well, I feel very badly.
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s ths same, unw, whoever, umm, 1Is the cffender, and, wmm, the thing
hat, uhi, there iz still this enormous capiclity in man Lo kilii,
times in wany ways, and if we d&n not

elyes."” [recording erds]

The--the trosedy

we have to ¥now is %

merica has shown its
set aside our violencs

2
capacity o kill mEﬂv
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