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- WILNO AND NORTH-EASTERN POLAND

: ~ Wilno Is not_a Polish "Island"

‘The opinion that Wilno is-merely alPolish\”islandV suiround-.
ed by areas with a majority of White Rutheniaﬁ'/orlLithuanian/

population - does not correspond with. the truth. Wilno lies in a

countryAWhlch ppssesscs a Polish maJorlty and which is ethnlcally

closely bound to the main body of the POllSh natlon. ‘ ,
\ The area w1th 1ndlsputablv Pollsh majority extends like a
belt from Blalystok /51tuated;WGst from the "Curzon Line"/ north;'
eastwards to " the Dvina River and it embraces the north- eastern nartv
of the Blalystok Prov1ncc /thb‘city of Grodno and its roglon/, the
‘vlargcr part of the Wlan Provinco 1nclud1ng the - ‘city of Wllno, as
- wall as a large portlon of thu Prov1nce of NOWOgrodek.

Acoordlng to the 0cnsus of. the nopulatlon in 1931 the 81tuat10n

~as regards natlonalltles in, thc provinces of Wllno and Novogrodek

was as follows ¢

: - . Provincc of : Province of
\ , : . " Wilno N Nowcgrédek:
;o Poles | 59.7 % o - 52.4 %
" White Ruthenians. ' 22.7 " : 39,1 "
- Jews . 8.5 " : 7.3 ™M
: lethuanlans ' 5.2 " . 0.0 "
Russians . © B4 S 0.7 '
Other and ' E , : -
undeclared natlonalltles 0.0 ™ 0,5 "

N \
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” The western and central ooﬁnties of both provinces Shoﬁ'a
particularly high percentaéé.of Polos. Firét on the list comes
Lithuanians/, then follow the’ countlus of Szczuczyn /83,5 per o
cent Poles and no Lithuanlans/, Oszmiana /81 2 per cent Poles,
1.5 per cent thhuanlans/, Lida /79.4 per cent Poles, and 1.3
per cent thhuanians/, Wolozyn /66 4 per cent Poles and no
thhuanlans/, Brastaw /65.5 per cent Poles-and>2 4 per cent
thhuaplans/, SW1gclany /50 2 per cent Poles and 31, 5 per cent

LithuaﬁianS/ Ih the’ city of Wllno 1tself thu Poles represented

65,9 per cent ofythe total populatlon_1nv1931,,whlle the remalnder_
%ere mostly,‘JeWs whereas the number of Lithuanians /0.8 per cent/
and of White Ruthenlans /0.9 per cent/ was, qulte negligible.
For the countles situated farther sast, the 1931 census.
'demonstrated the absolute majority of Pollsh population in the |
county of Stolpcg /32.2 per cent/; in gther counties of the_Wil;
no and\Nowogrédek provinces the Polaélrepresenfed either a relative
~-m&jority or an 1mportan£ minority. The relative majofity:of Poles ;
- 1lived in the countias of Postawy /48 0 per cent/ and Baranowicze
‘ /46 5 per cent/ | _ ' \
o In that part of Wilno Prov1nce /1nclud1ng the. city of Wilno/
-Which the SOV1et illegally deed to Lithuania folloW1ng the agree-
ment signed on October lOth 1959 -the proportlon of natlonalit;es

according to the 1931 census was ¢ :'

!
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Total population - . ... .. oo 4894000 - ‘ :
Poles 337000 1.6, 89,09
Jews - ‘ _ - - 86,000 " 13.5 "
Lithuanians om0 285,000 M 11,3
Russians ' ' - 16.000 "N B.2 "
White Ruthenlans IR e - 128000 - M 2.4
Other and undeclarcd o ‘

nationalities . I S 34000 " 0.6°" -

At the und of August 1939 that is to say, on the outbrpak

- of war thp respoctive flgures e re, accordlng to an estlmate,

2s follows:

Total populqtlon . ... B37.000
Poles S 4. 371.000 | 1i.e, 69,2 4 -
Jews e S 71,000 . M 13,1 W
Lithuahiens e S .61.000 , "™ 11.3 %
. Russians N . 17,000 0 o 3.5 %
- White Ruthenlans s oo, 14,0000, " 2,5 w

Other and undeclared S o
nationalities N S e 340000 ML 0.8

\

Thesg flgures dbmonstrate clcarly how contrary to that
tcrrltory s actual gthnlcal structure was 1ts "ce551on" by thu

Sov1et to thhuanla Whlch soon aftprwards Was 1tse1f 1ncorporated

| into the USSW as the thhuanlan Soc1alist Soviet Republlo. Thei

Commissar for Forelgn Affalrs, Molotov in. hls spuech at the Sth,

Ses31on of the Suprump Coun01l of the USSR on Ootober Blst
1959, admltted thatt

v 'The Sov1et Unlon decided to hand over the 01ty of Wllno
to thé - Lithuanian Republic not because it is. inhabited by a

Lithuenian majority. No, - Wllno has a majorlty of non-
Lithuanian: populatlon" ) . . ol
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Statistics compiled in 1916 and 1918 by German authorities
bf occupatipn unfavdureble,to Poland pro#ed'beyen&edoubt”thé
existeneeaof'a,mejority of Polish inhabitaﬁts in theiwhole-streteh .
of land ektending from:the country of érodno éna embraoing a
large ﬁorfion of‘the'Wilnd and Nowogrédek provinces. Thevaim of
those euthorities Wes to create a Lithuanian vassal Kinédom'wifh
Wilno as its capitel. The.following,are the‘results_of thevGermen

census /the admlnistra ive division of that eeriod'does'net.

compleuely corresaond with the nresent one/

County - ~ Poles thhuanlans - Jews . Various
Grodno-county 78.1 % 244 5% 11.7 % 7.8 %
Grodno-?lty ©31.1 M Q.5 " 63,7 % 4.7
Raduft % - 87.4 7.9 " B39 7 0.8 %
Wasiliszki ¥/ 57.8 * 0.9 10.2 " 31e1 ©
Wilno=-county 89.8 * . 4,3 " , 4,3 " 1.6 %
Wilno- Clty 5002 " 2.6 " - 43,5 3.7 "
Podbrodzie X/ 72,1 « - 10.2 9.3 n S 1l.8 "

The results'of this census came as a complete sufpfise_to
the German authorities.‘Captain von Beckerath wrote in his
report to the Gefman High Command on January 3rd, 1917: -

“The importance of the Polish element both numerically,
politically and economically was underestimated in Berlin.
Russian official statistics... do not comply with the-..: ... -~ .
requirements of modern science and certainly have been
distorted to the disadvantage of the Poles, whose real Ceh
strength chus became more apparent®. , 9

x/ Counties of Radui and Wasiliszki were later included in the
Lida county of the Nowogrédek Province; the county of Podbro-
dzie became a part of the SW1e01any county of the Wilno-
Province.

xx/ Including 26. 9 per cent of White Ruthenians.
xxx/ Including 6.8 per cent of White Ruthénians.

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/10/05 : CIA-RDP08C01297R000500160028-2



Declassmed in Part - Sanltlzed Copy Approved for Release 2012/10/05 : CIA RDP0O8C01297R000500160028-2

-5 -

Accordlng to another census carrled out by the German occud&- :
ing authorlules two years later in 1918 the Polish population in
the 01ty of Wllno reoresented 5).5 per cent of the total; Jews 41.9
per cent; thhuanlans l 9 per ccnt -In the county of Wilno the

A\

Poles repreSented 21. 8 per cent and the thhuanians only 5 7 per

cent ef uhe total popu

The Pollsh chafaouer eva1lno and ef uhe Wiino Provihoe has
been openly admltted by General Ludendorff in his mem01rs of the
First World War. Not W1thout remret does he stress the fact that the
Wllno terrltory is “very Polish in Splrlt”. also that "Wllno, Grod-
no and other ‘towns are Polish" X/ In another part of hls memoirs
Ludepqerff quetes‘theﬁoplnlon expresSed by the German;Secretary of
State, von Hintze,ronathe'28thref“August inB;Iaecerdiné to'§oh
Hintze's words Wilno "would ‘always constltute a forelgn element in any B
thhuanlan State" owing to its POlluh oharaouer. For this: very reason
Hlntze was ooPosed to the 1noorporatlon of Wllno 1n “the thhuanlan
State Wthh the. Germans- were’ creating at the tlme, and the German
G.HeQs 1n an. 1nstruct10n dated August BOth 1918 1ncllned to thls,
oplnion XY/ o -

German statlstlcs compiled: durlnv “the: present war glve +he

same evidence as those comﬁlled 'in 1916 angd 1918, Despite denorta-'

x/ Ludendorff Fr.: ! "My War Memorles, 1914 1018" Londen'l919;'p.471.'
xx/ Ibid., pp. 704 705, o
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tions of the Polish populatbion carried out“b& both Soviet and

German authorltles, thb Poles, accordlng to the census of May
26th, 1942 contlnue to hold an absolute magorlty in- the 01ty ‘

of Wilno. SR

L oe

' The Polish Population in the Wilno and Nowogrédek Profinoes is
Essentially GOmposed of the Native Ele@ent'and not éf Immigrants

Already 1n the Middle Ages, long before the Unlon of Poland
Iwith»L;thganla , those terr;tqriesew ere . 1nhab1ted by three natlo-_:
fnaiit}es:;Litheeniepea Peles_ehd White-Ruthenians,.TheeGrand
: Duke.GermiQereteea,letfer;in 1323 to .the Saxen Eﬁanciscans

; esking tﬁem topsepd.foﬁr priests speaking the Polish,ILithuanian‘
 /Samogitian/.and.Rquenian_langueges to be.appointed to the -
‘churehes ie Wilno an@vNowogrédek; and -the Polishflanguage was

the_first_he meﬂtioned. There are»many,historical dooumentst
Whiqh_eveneeshearly as thet periqdftestify,to the existence of
a considerable number of Poles inhabliting those territories.
The presentePQl;eh maiority in the Wilno and Nowogrédek .
provincee consiste of Poies as well of a sectionyof Catholic

White Ruthenians who beeame'PoleniZGd in the course of.ages and

are neW noe lees fefvenx Polish pa?riots than the Poles;by‘ |

birth.

Wilno as a Centre of Polish Culture

As early as the 16th century Wilno was dne.offPoland's

‘capitals not only in a political, but also in a cultural sense.

Vem

wn
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| It had 16 POiieh’printing’and”publishing houses; this . number increased

< in the 17th century to 19. In thd ‘second half of the 16th century the
. ~Polish Xing’ Stofan Batory founded the Academy which later as

Wilno Unlvcr51ty became one of the leading centres of Pollsh
cultural llfu in the first decados of the 19th contury. MlckleW1cz
and Slowaokl, two of the grcatest POllSh poets, studied there;
prominecnt sc1entlsts 1octured there and many political, 501ent1fio'
and splrltual movements, such as the Sooletles of Philomats and
4Ph11arots flourished in Wllno. Prince Adam Czartoryski conducted'
from there his uXtGHSlVL cultural and educational act1v1ty Whlch
radiated 1us influence all over Pollsh Eastern terrltorles by

means of a network of clem nuary, secondary and profess1ongl schools.

The Wllno Unlver31ty, closed down by the Ru551ans in 1832, was

reopened in 1919 by the Polish authorities, Thanks to that Unlver31-
ty, as well as to a number of other academies and eduoatlonalf
»institutions and to its‘Preszand"publishingffirms,VWilno regained

its position as one”of'the spiritual‘capitalS'offliberated Poland.

The'Catholio Charaoter of the North-Eaétern,Territories of Poland

According to the ‘census of 197 l Catholics errGSGntod 62.2
S per cent of the total population of the Wilno Prov1nce, in 1ts
'; Western and central: parts the” prooortlon is as hlgh as 85 per cent,
' In the Wesuern;portion‘ofathefNOWegrédek"PPOVince‘the_Catholice
are in an ¢qually large majority. :

-

In that part of Wilno Provirce /including the city of Wilno/

;-

¢
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- Which by’ the agréement of October 10th, 1959, was "ceded" by the
Sov1et to:Lithuania the flgures 111ustrat1ng the religious

denominations are the follOW1ng:

1931 census I 31st August 1939
‘ : [estimate/
Catholdes . . i - .. 78,7 7’\ _ . 787 %
Jews o ©14.0 M o 13.9 -
Orthodox . . B9 ' . 4.2
Other creceds . ' ' Bed

R - : 5.2

The Catholic pbpulation; dceply religipue, patriotic and attached
to‘indiVidual@pﬁopertyQ'is pafticulerly“opposedwto“the»Soviet

’id?olbgy and system of governmente

The Economic and“Cultural Developmeht of North-Eastern'Territeriese

' These terrltorlos played an 1mportant pﬂrt in the economic
life of Poland whose succcssive governments spared no effort in
.order to raise and develcp their‘seandardsu‘ .
. In- ﬂgrloulture, flax was of cons1derable 1mportance; 1ts
cultivation area in the Wllno end Nefogrodek prov1nces and in
the part of the Blalystok Prov1nce, 81tuated east of the “Curzon
Llne" amounted in 1938 to 67.200 ha, or 45.5 per cent of ~the total
flax-yleldlng area in Poland /147 800 ha/.
| Thu exten81ve industrlcllsatlon of both provinces, carried
on by tho P)les - these areas were, from this point of wview, complete—

ly nuglGCbud by the Russians - may be illustrated by the fact that

' many new fqotorles Wwerc constructed: e.ge bacon curing factories‘ ‘
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.

in Nowro=Wile jka and Baranowicze; airubber products’ factory in lea,

< one of the largest and most modern PSlish factories for w1reless
f s¢ts in Wilno and furthermorc, also in that 01ty, fur workshops, |
. a tannery and an o;l—mlll - not to anthn a number of electric

power genenatiﬁgLStétithwsaw—mllls etc in both prqv1ncesJWi
Between.l924¥58 a totdl of 3.163 km. /1965'milos/ of hard
. surface roads and highWayslwero-oonstructed in those areaé, Whioh‘
is no less than throe 't:imeé the amount built du:ririg a period 'of.
over 120 years of“Russiah»Tule,- | | -
5T~Wus‘whioh particularly as regards municipal-public ser%icés'

and hyglcnlo conditions,- were in a state of oomplote decay due to
,the 1nefflolency of Ru351au admlnlstratlon, were dovelOped and
moderulzed by-the Poles.'ihe streets Were paved- electrlcity
installed overywhere, rew parks ‘and squares opened numerous
bulldlngs grected for schools,;" hosoltals, cultural 1nst1tutlons,
offlces, State and. munlclpal banks etc; The pooulatlon of smallef
towns such as lea, Baranowicze, Slonlm 1ncreased con31dorably under

. Polish rule Jover 100 per cent in some. cases/ o |

'ﬁ -~ Besides reopening'the University of Wilno, the Pblish

administration set up_é great numbeufof elementary,,secondary and

t professional schools,.libraries_and village ‘club houses, reoreation'

A '.. rooms etcs The proportion of illitcratus; which in 1921 amounted

to. 5843 per-cent in the Province of Wilno,fell in 1931 to0 29.1

o | por cent. In the Prov1nCo of NOJogrédek the rospectlve figures

arc 54.6 per cent and 34.9 per cent. On the outbreak of uhls war the
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'

. proportion of illiterates has no doubt decreased, to,just over 104

: : : v l} o '
in both provinces, ‘but no exact figurcs are available.

The_Treaty of Riga and the Attitude of the‘WeStern Powers'

Artlole 3 of the Treaty of nga conoludod on. Maroh lBth,
1921 by Pol%nd and the Sov1et Sbatud clearly that: the settlement
of the terrltorlal problem whlch was the object of dlspute between
Poland ﬂnd Lithuania /1 erthe Ulhoereas/ must be . left exolus1vely to
the tWO parties concerned. Thus tho Sov1et Government itself |

nulllfled the DreV1ously concluded Sov1et thhuanlan treaty signed

_on July lzth, 1920, by phlch Yilno and_the}adJaeent,terrltory
-We.s "coneeded" to~Lithuaniq With utter dieremerd'of'what:Poland

- the othor oqrty dlreotly 1nterested - had to say on the subJect.

The u‘mtu of Wllno and the Ullno terrltory as an integral,

part of Poland was - flnally rocognlzod -.1noludlng the frontler

llne draWn by the Riga Troaty - by the Prlnolpal Allled Powers

~in tho rcsolut;on of the Ambassa@ors Conferenoe{of,March 15th,

1923, and on April 5th of the sams year by the Government of the
United States. |

\
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