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At the time of thé Versailles Peace Conference in 1919 l

Rusgia was in the midst of civil war and had no.stable government !
“WELESihich the Alliee could or would deal. On the other hand, i
—the Poligh government, recognized by the Alllies, was under the :
necegsity of having & well-defined area within which it could N
organize an administration. These factors had to be taken into .
account by the Conference in attempting to delimit the boundary
between the two countries. The task of laying down this line |
wae assigned to a Sub-Commission of the Commission on Foligh
Affairs consisting of Generel LeRond of France, Dr, lLord of the
United Statés, ¥r. Paton of CGreat Britain, and Marquess della
Torretta of Italy. The final Declaration of the Supreme Council
to the Polish government, December &, 1919, was very largely the
result of the dlscussions in thig Sub-Commission. Thie declarat-
ion stated that! - . )

TV IIA

The Principal Allied and Associated Powers...without pre-
Judging the provieiong which must in the future define the
esgternfrontiers of Poland, hereby declare that they
recognizedthe right of the ﬁallsh Government $0 proceed, ,
«...t0 organize a regulﬁ; administration of the territories .
of the former Rugsian *mpire situated to the West of the
line described below. ,

1

- The deseribed line was/that from the interseetion of the
Bug River with the former northern boundary of khm Augtria~-o
‘ Hungary (the northern boundary of Eastern Galicia), down the
L Bug to the vicinity of Mielnik, thence northeastward to the
vicinity of Grodno, thence to the frontler of East Prussia.
 {The red line north from Krylow to the CGerman frontier as shown
on the sccompanying map, "Eastern Frontiers of Poland, 1912~
| 13;3", GE, April 29, 1904). The declaration further stated
that! ' ‘

TDVEOLS

The rights which Poland may be able to prove over the
territory sgituated to the east of the sald line are
expressly regerved,

The problem of a Polish boundary in Eastern Galicla wvas
considered separately from that in the area to the north, elnce
Galicis had formerly been Austro-Hungarian rather than Russlan.
Weatern Galicla was to be given to Poland. In November, 1919
the Supreme Council accepted a draft statute allowing Poland
to take Eastern Galleia under mandate from the League of Nations
\ for a pericd of 25 years. The western boundary of Eastern
\ .
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Galicia wae fixed as running to the north end west of Rawa
Rugka, and to the east of Przemgyl. (The southern end of the
red iine ae shown on the accompanying map.) This mandate
project was later abandoned, However, on the map accompanying
the text of the Declarstion of December 8 the proposed western
boundary of Eastern 8alicia was indicated, although this llne
was not mentiocned in the Deecleration., It was represented on
thetmap as a southern extension of the line described in the

In July, 1920, Guring the hostilities between Poland and
Pussia, the Britiech government secured Polish congent to an xmm
armistice providing that the Polisgh army retire to the line
fixed by the Supreme Council, December 8, 1919, and that in
Fastern Galiciaz the Polish and 3oviet armies each retire ten
kilometers from the line which they had _reached at the tiume
of the armistice. Lord Curzon, British Foreign Secrstary,
communicated these terms to the Boviet government on July 11,
1920. In afdition %o reciting the terms, Lord Curzon described
in very general words, the line of December & as well as the
propoged western boundary of Fastern Galicie, The Curzon note
was accordingly ambiguous so far as Eastern Gallela wag concerned
for it mentioned both the military line at the time of the
armistice and the western boundary as propoged by the Peace
Conference. Probsbly because thg two lines were represented »
as one on the Feace Conference map and were described as one
by Lord Curzon, the western boundary of Eastemn Galiela and
the line of the Declaration of December & have often been
lumped together as the "Curzon Line®, ‘

The Polish government did not recognize the Curzon Line
at any time, even as a provigional doundary. The Soviet govern-
ment took the same position, snd in the sumper of 1920 after .
€he British propossl, made gome proposals of its own. The
Polish-Soviet war continued until the Poles were able to
force Soviet recognition of the bovndary over 100 miles east
of the Curzon Line, embodied in the final drsft of the Treaty
of Riga, Merch 18, 1921, ' |

Ugeful references for this subject ared

Territorial Studies Document T-462, March 6, 19Uk, The
Origins of Bhe Jurzon Line.

Witold Sworakoweki, An Error Hegaraing Eangtern Galicla
in Curzon's Note to the Soviet Government of July 11,
1520, Jour. Gentral Europsan Affairs, vol. 4, No, 1
(April, 1544) pp.11-13, -
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