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MAR 19 1948

I 5 K / 2
P o/ Islands of Iran in the Persian Gulf
. R 2 Preface

The kingdom of Iran possesses a coastal line of approximately 1700
Kilometers along her southern frontier, bordered by the 3ea of Oman and
the Persian Gulf, This section of the country is oconsidered the most free
territory of Iran, which links -the coumtry Qith the reast of thw world,
bringing economic prosperity to the markets.

These coastal lines have, for centuries, been the center of attraction
for various nations who have attempted to infilrate into these areas in
order to expand their trade activities, Detailed acoounts of the historio
confliet in the gulf are posifivc proof's of tﬁa strategic importance of
this region., The islands and the shores of this wvast zulf have beeun the
battlefield of many bleoody wars of aggression.

In order to succeed in their mission these aggressor nations have
first inflltrated the iglands and after strengthening their poslitions,
they have extended their spearhead toward the shores. The firat step of
the ocountry, after regaining her strength was always to expel the invaders
and marauders from these islands.

It is quite evident, therefore, that these islands oocoupy very
strategic positions, the dafense of whiech 13 of utmost importance.
iil:i%ﬁ;for European nntiuu@ on the islands during the 16th century
resulted in desoclation and complete destruotion of these sections. Yet
in spite of thei; eonditione, there is no doubt that today these islands
are just as important strategically as they wers in the past,

In order that we may thoroughly be acquainted with the conditions of

these islands between ths shores of Shgg} al='Arab and the satrance to the

MAR 6 1348
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gulf, sach island's geographic locatiom will bo vdiselu'ud in detail) and,
in conolusion, a general swmary of their relative importance will be
givon.. | ' '

‘Referring to the map it bscomes evident that His Majesty's Govern-
ment is in the possession of ANy ule.nﬁ in the Persian Gulf. The most
Amportant of these 1slands, between the mouth of Shn“ ale'Arab and the
entrance to the gulf are: '

l. The Islapd of kmt and Kharku (Sio Eh;rg and Kharg.:)
2, ?The Island of Sheykh Shoeyb |

. S« The Island of Hendurabi A
4. The Island of Kish (Pa Qis) (See Kish or Qls)
8. The Island of Faru |
6. The Island of 5iri
7. The Island of Toad
8. The Island of Qeshm
9. The lsland of Hengam
10, The Island of Hormos
@ © " 11.  The Islamd of Larek

. :"r .,"V."
Individual discussion of the islands will not)be undertaken.
CIAPTER I

The Islands of Khark and Kharku
(31c Kharg and Khargu)

1. Introduotion 4. Population
2. fPhysimi Features 6. Milisary significance
3. Economio Features |

Iatroduction

‘Because of the short distance between the southern shores and
2 | "
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Bandar-e~Bushehr, these islands have been used for commerecial and military
sotivities for many oenturies. ‘hen the Dutoh invaded the gulf in 1752, i
they purchased these islands from M{r Basgir Khin, but they werse expelled B
by Mir Mehna in 1788, During this period of occupation, the Dutch ex-
panded their trade aotivities on the Island of Kharg.

The Enpglish occupied these fslunds during the reign of the Qijar
dynasty in order to have a free access to Bandar-e-Bushehr, thus threaten-
ing Herat.

There 1s no additional historical information besides the above

. statements,

Physical Conditions

A, This island is approximately 35 kilometers from Bandar-s~Rig, .
be 1t is appro'xiutoly 8 kilometers long and 4 kil. wide.
¢+ Lowlands and iHighlanda, |

(1) Highlands - The highest hill among the chain of high-
lands does not exceed 87 meters. These hills extend-
ing from northwest to southeast are known by different

. names in warious seotions.
The northern ranges are ealled Kihee-Takht and Kih~e~-
DIidehBan, the western range, Kihee-Lashgari, while the
southern range is known as Kihee«Gardan Shotor,

(2) Rivers = With the exception of & few intermittent
streams of flood that originate in the hills.during
the spring, there are no rivers in the island., The
water supply of the inhabitants is limited to a Tew
springzs.

(3) The plateau consiste of the areas in the west, northe-
3
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west and the central plcigéu_

(4) The ooastal'ragionl ~ The nortﬁbrp and easternm grounds
are of clay composition with gentle inclinations, while
the bsaches on the other two sides of the shore are
mountainous with steep inclinations and {issures.

The shore lines differ in depth; ships of 1000 tonnage
‘can suncher witnin one Kilometer of the shore,

(6) Climate - Typieal of the southern regions of Iran, the

olimate is tropical. dowever, because of its location,

. the lsland benefits from cool northern winds (very
severe at times) and its climate is milder than the
southern areas of Iran.

(8) Vegetation consists of tropical plants and palms such
ag dates, banyang, bananaes and citrous fruits. Dates

and banyans are found in abundance on the island.

Esonomic Resources
The grain production of the island {¢ very low, and the amount is in-
' ' sufficient to take care of the native requirements. Even dates which
constitute a chief item in the native diet is not available in sufficlent
quantities. There are a few banana trees, tut the lsoil is unfit for its
cultivation.

There are approximately 1000 banyan ‘trou the sap of which is used
in the production of caouchories (rubder). Unfil recently (before the
government lintemnnion), the branohes and even ths trees were felled and
vsed for fuel, Tho‘lmm.ehu of these trees send out numerous asrial roots
that grow down to the s0il and form preps for additional trees. The frust

1s very similar to the fig and is consumed by the native. Since the ground
' 4
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ig very favorable for its cultivatioen, special attention toward its produe-
tion will bring remarkable results.

Pishing - There are many varietiss of fish in the waters around the
{sland. Ope spesial variety, the parrot fish, is particularly desirable,
Pearl fishing was flourishing at one time, but it is abandoned now,.

Live stock - Therse are approximately 600 goats and 25 oows om the
island.

There is a special variety of stone in the island which is ideal in
masonry. The Andﬁ Iranian 0i1 Company used a large quantity of the stone -

. in the construction of the duildings in Adadan.

There is also a jetty which accommodates small ships. A narrow gage
railway 1g also built between the jetty and the m;untaln where stones are
quarried,

At the quarry there are several struotures and a atorehoﬁu used for
storage and oxplécins.

Means of tﬁnsttion consists of approximately 26 horses and donkeys.

There are still 30 small boats and railroad cars (1 to 10 ton oapacity)

. formerly used in the transportation of rocks, on the island.
Population

Population on the i1sland consistas of 200 families of approximately
800 people.

The inhabitants are rather musoular and good aportmen; especially
in the seas. There is no malady in the summer, but some types of fever
prevail during the winter,

Religion - There are two sects (Shiiles and sumites) but there is a

close harmony and even intermarriage between the two rival sects.

The sepulohre of Emameadeh Moharmad janifah (Sic One of the four chiefs
b
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of the principal Nohammadan sects), a descendant of 'Ali is located in
this island visited by the Shiltes.

The natives are chiefly engaged in fishing, and they often exchange
their ocstch with wheat aad dates in the harbors of Rig and Ganaveh. Dure
ing the operation of the quarry a number of the Mbitaptz find employment
in the mines. '

ThoAmi.n sourco‘ of food consists of fish and dates. iheat and rice is
1n;porhod from the haibors. and the fruit of the banyan is used because of
necessity. |

. . The leaves of the banyan tree, as well as fish and date kernels are
fed to the livestoock in lieu of grass whioh is geurce on the island.

The Island of Xhirg and Kharka Fig
(A soene taken from the sea)

Military significance of the Island of Khirg; |
Even .though thie 1sland 13 located within 30 Kilometers of the sea,
it is within a favorable view of the shores detween Bandar Bishehr and
Rig. 1t may, thoroforo, bo considersd a stepping stone toward the shore.
Howsver, & point of real military significance is the aocessibility
of these islands, As mentioned prdiloully. £h041014nd of Kharg is bordered
with a range of foothilla on the south and iﬁut onﬁins abraptly in:tho
shores without the bcnofif of appropriate ;snding facilities. On the
sontrary, the sastern and yorthern shorbd urclfr;q-tron such obstacles,
Landing of troeps can sugoessfully b&?@gooﬁyiilhaa in thess regions.
These landings in the north and west (81(; &_cjt) are oonsidered as very
sonsitive positlonn*whloh should be dotondod'igninat any form of aggression.
The mowmtain peaks of the island, particularly the peaks of Didban,
Gardan Shotor, and Lashgail; possess ideal locations for observation posts

8
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" which can be effectively utilized. These positions have extensive views
toward the sea and the sdjacent shores.

The Island of Kharku* (Sic Khargu):

Ay it is evident from the map, the island is located northeast of
the Kharg* Island, It is 30 Kilometers from the shores, with an area of
aporoximately 44 Eilometers by 700 meters. The island doss not possess
any highlands, and with the exceptior of one house, ons family and two
trees there are no dwellings or vegetation. Landing facilities are ex-
cellent in all direotions, however, ships sannot anchor near the island
except in the area betweesn the Khiré and Khargu Ielands. Even row boats
are unable te approach the island because of the shallow waters.

This island has no military significance. The defense characteristiocs
of both islapds will be discussed undor‘ono headinge.

Fmimsddehes-¥ohammad Hanifeh (HanIfah) Fig
In the Island of Kharg

General Discussion
From the point of view of defense both islands should be considered
. collectively. Any defense measure for one of the islands must embody tﬁe
characteristics of the ather.
3{nce the islands oocoupy a commanding position with regards to the
coaztal areas between Buishehr and Rig, the possibilities of attack and
defense should be taken into consideratioh. Both iglands will become
' objacts of attention, .
Neither island possesses economic significance,
Beocause of the limited landing beac...3, the islands can be defended

by a amall foroce,

* Sie the Islands of Kbirg and Khdrgh have been misspelled in the text
(K for G). In translation the correct names are substituted,

7
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Attack on the islands will be considerably mere difficult than its

defenss,

CHAPTER II
‘The Island of Sheykh Shobyb
Introduction
In spite of the fact there are not many historie doocuments regarding.
this island, the existance of uri&us'.-'ulibor guns around the island
proves 1ts histcric signifioance. Thags guns called the tXadori cennons,
‘ must ave deen brought here during the reign of Nader Shah, for the pro-
testion and defenss of the island. |
Geographio 'l’osition; and the Physionl Features
The eastern ocomer of the island is 11 Kilometers southwest of Ra's-e~
Nakhili, and south of Candar Magam or Hagdn.
The island is 24 Kilometers long amd 8 Kilometers wide. There is a

tower southeast of the island, and a lone round tree beyond the tower,

both of which oan ouily be zeen from a distance. 'rhoro‘ are four small

‘ settleoments in the vnlloy located in the oontor of the ieland.

i . ~ Conditions of the Coast - The protrulion cf the weatern portion ig a

Jagged sandy bYeaoh, It is rugged at approximately 700 meters. IThere is a
layer of slate forwmation atout 6 meters ':hig'n which hegina at the southern
shores of the island, and .<tends westward, until, nt’ﬁer 9 Kilometers, it
ends at the low sand beach where the villapge of KORA? is looated, There
are, in the village, a few date palms, bLanana and buaysn trees, and. a tower,
Beyond Korat the layers of slate nxtend west and northwest on the shore
until they reach a height of 263 a’wtors at 16 Kilometers.

From the Westermn tip of the northern shores of the ialand eastward

(for 34 Eilometers) there is a conveniemt anchorage. The rest of the shore
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until the eastern tip is formed by sheets of stone where are located two
sandy gulfs which afford favorable shelters for boats and small barges.

The entire coastline, with the exception of two or taree sections, is
Jagged and rocky, particularly the northern shores.

Lowlands and Highlands -~ The only highland on the island consists of s
hill, almost in the ceater of the island. The elevation here does not
exceod 37 meters. There is, therefore, no protesction afforded the island
by means of nighlands, and the climate is ordinarily better and cooler.
With the exception of one valley, in the center of the {sland, there are

‘ no fissures to provent free movement of transportation venioles. Most of
the shofo is rocky, vhile the remainder is of olay, coral or zypsum compos~
ition.

Furiher toward the eenter the ground gradually becumos increasingly
soft (dirt and olay) suitable for agrioultural activities. The maxim sbb
and flow does not exceed 263 meters. |

Boundaries of the 1sland - The northern boundary of Sheykh Sho'eyb is
limited by the sea which varies between 11 and 24 Xilometers between pointa

. of the 1sland the acuthern shores of Iran. The southeastern bouadary is
limited by the Island of dendardbi. South of the island (200 to 230
Kilometers distance) are lecated the islands of Das and Zirkow (Zerkow)
{Zirkaw).

The Harbors Facing the Island

hest to East, the hardors on the Iranian shores, fasing the island are:

Acroas fa's is located the harbor of Uuetu or Chetu; and with varying
distances from Shatu, ths rest of the narbor ure: Bastin, ¥Yagan, Nakhila

and Chird. There are custom's officials in the village of Shatu and Hakhilu.

Harbors end landing beaches ~ The island does not possess a favorable
9
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harbor. The best facilities are at 2 Kilometers southeast of the shore,
batween Sheykh and She'eyb and the 1sland of 3hojur (8hulir). The northern
portions of this area are very dangerous even for large ships, because of
the treacherous winde. During the calm waters, ships of 12,000 tonnare oan
anchor within two Kilometers of the shore.
There are Tour landing beaches, as follows: West to east, Lne bLeach
at the extreome west of the island; the beacsh at the center of the scuthernm
shores, southwest of Zorat village; the beach located at the axtreme east
of the island, across the village Lazh (:ic Laz); and the beach lucuted at
. : the northern shores of the island, 16 i{ilometers from the village -uzh,
During the windleas days, ships of 2000 tonnege oun anchor within
1500 meters of the beaches at the southern shores of the island; and small
boats can easily approach the island until 2 to 8 meters from the shors.
Across the nortuern beaches (from the extreme weat of the northern beach)
eastward for 35 Kilometers, ships of 300 to $00 tons can anchor withis
500 meters, and 1000 ton ghins cun anchor with extreme pracaution'and
ramiliaritf with the waters,
| . Wwater depth ~ The oversge depth, uo to 1-"2- Ellometers south of the
1sland, is between 10 and 1E metors; 8rYound the eastern cape, up to one

Kilometer, it varies betweem 10 :nd 30 Kilometsrs, and betwesn the two

{slands of Sheykh Sho'eybd and Shastar (3huyiir) the depth varies between 3%
and 4;5 neters. .

Climate - The olimate on this 1sland, like other seotions in the gulf,
ig hot and humid, Temperature in the simmer rises to 50% and the yearly
rainfall is 8 centimeters. All the wells on the island sre fresh and whole-
some.

Living Conditions =~ Fast to West, the settlements on the island are

as follows:
: 10
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The settlementas of Laz, located with one Kilometer of the extreme
sastorn portion of the island, is the most important village of the {sland.
Its population is 200; it has one chieftan, one ohief of ogstomn. and one
eivil patroi post (AmnIyeh), all under the municipality of Biishehr. The
best anohorare of the island is located two Kilometers south of this
village.

The village of liseh, located at the cortheastern shore of the ialand,
west to Liz,‘hac s population of 25,

The village of Xorat or Kowrat, located in the southorn shores of the

. | island, soutawest of Lax, has a population of 70,
| The four following islands are loosted in the valley at the center
of the island; |

Deh-e~Riz (populatiom 50}, Kﬁé} (pepulation 30), Deh-e-Kdt (population
29) and Vahleh (population 38), :

The village of Da's (See Ra's), looated in the extreme west of the
island, has & population of 27, !any years ago, the population of this
village wae tetween 700 and 800, dscreasing since last year, because of

' the lack of omployment which prevented lmports, adding to the hardships of
nativesa. The present population dces not exceed 460 (contradiction),

Habits and costumes of the pesopls are the same ag $he DBodowin Arabs,

Live Stock = There are 200 goats nd snheep, (3/4 goats), 38 coQa,
and 26 to 30 donkeys., During the sausons when grass 1s scarce the food
of these animals consists of fish and date~keruel boiled togother.

Agriculture =~ There are numerous wells on ths‘island (2 to 4 per
village), all with fresh water. The year!y production of whoat and Barley
is 4% Znarvars* (dry farming). Although the ground is'cnéable of further

production, the physical weakness of the inhabitants is detrimental to

11
* 1 Kharvar = 654.77 pounds in weight.
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farming. The rest o" the {slands need »;are imported from other sections.

There are approximately 1v00 to 120;'vnrioua‘ trees and palms such as
dato‘a, bananai and banyans all over the village, the lcachloi’ whioh are
fed to the animale, "(

Fach year a certain amount of dates and wheat is imported from
Khorraminahr and hqa.n to supplimsnt the native wants.

The natives spend flve months a ysar fishing pearls during special
seasona, and earn their 11v1:§g from the sale of their catch., Resices
pearl they :1i0 sell the siaells to the foreign merchants who buy them 'in

. order to convert the merchandise into ornaments. Lately, however, the
shel) market has fallen off considerably. Thers are heaps of them stored
on th§ island awaiting sale. |

Besides the two above mentioned items, there are no commodities avail-
atle for exvort on the island. Sheykh Sho'eyb is considered one of thcv
trading centers of pearl.

Communiceation - Besides a few haads of donkeys and 22 row boats,

(large and small) - used for lishing, this islind does not’poauas other
. ~eans of transportation., There are several ship builders, .engagod ia the

construction of boats “ut recently, because of the Iack‘of" lumber t:heyv
have been idle, | |

The buildings, generally constructed from Iinoamoc' and gypsum blocks, )
are built as sinple rooms. There is a castle in ﬂniilluso of Las which
is used as the headquarters of A mniyeh (civillpatrel). Atbmr is aleo
built adjacent to thisg ocastle. | | |

There is also a toﬁcr and a small es.le in hho village of Xorat,

The iuhabitants converse mostly ina Ambiﬁ# :A fow oan Ia.!p.oak"Purainn.

and, with the exception of one or two the natives are illiterate. Their

12
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chief employmsunt sonsists of (ishiug and pearl diving.

“ith the sxception of a’few paths thet link the village there nfe no
roads in the 1sland. However, as it was mentioned previously, the ground

is level enouzh for any form of vehicular transportntiﬁn.

Since the lslund is very olose to tho_Iran shores, 1t plays an im-
portant role in the defense o the areas between 1)1 and 20 Kilomotefs
{between Nazhild and'Shayﬁ (sic Snotd)), and the adjacent snores of Iran,
The island i; a convenient stepping stone o the shores of vhe &ainlund.
However, access to all sections of ihe island is not readily possible.

' Some sections are rugged and jagged, and the only level landing beaches
are in the scuth and north,
Conalusion

The inhabitants of Sheykh Sho'eyb are very capable geamen, But the
native resources are considerably limited, and have no economic significance.
On the other hand because of its proximity with the wainland it has great
military significance. The defenss of the island is ocomparatively easy
and infilteration will prove rather difficult and problematio,

@  CiaRTER 11T
The Island of Faru (Sie Farir)
introducstion |

The island is located at 54° 30' Sast and 26° 17' Horth, It is 7
Kilometers long (North and sSouth) and 43 Kilometers wide. The shortest
distance {rom the dainlend, at ha's-e-Bistaneh ig 72 Kilometers, end at
Fa's-e-ifaheyas (See Pasal-Sheyas (5hias)) is approximately 33 Xilometers
(546 1). It is also 30 Kilometers from the northern shores of the gulf.

The island conglats of a number of voloanisc mounbains, spurs of which
extend north until within 18 Rilometers of Ra's-e=dustaneh. In the section

13
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they are in the form of underwater rocks loocated in shallow waters, while
the ioutnsm spurs have formed the Island of Nabiyu Farur.

The highest altitude on the island 1s approximtaly 146 meters.

Several fissures which becams ‘looded dﬁrin’g the rain, extend towmrd

the shores. There are two small numlets (with a few mud huts) one, in
the southern shores and the othar in the eastern shore., In the scuthern
hamlet there is & lamp post on the roof ﬁf one of the houses, where a
lanp is 1lit once in a while.
3 « Conditiong of the Coast

. The shorelines consist of steen innlines or precipices with averaze
height of 10 meters, The slops of the western shore is steeper than the
eagtern and southern shores. The latter 13 comparatively 1eve‘1.

In the western shores there are three narrow landing beaches that are
more important than the others, The lunding beaoh on tne southern shore
is comparatively wider, and the beach on ths oastern coaat is the most
signifiocant of the rest. Here is located the eastern village of the
island where a few trees are also found.

. - all of the beaoshes are losated at the mouth of the bmsins,

4 -~ Depth Conditions and the Anchcrages

The §ea around the island ls very deep, as seer from the deep blue
color of the nearby waters. Large steameri can anchor very close to the
shore., The dopth at 300 meters of “he shore exceeds 3( meters on the
eastern ihores, vwhile st 200 meter distence, in the west, it is 11 meters
and at 500 meters it varies between 44 and Za‘metero.

hecauce cf rcok and s»nd bottom, a. ..orage is not nracticed.

The first anchorage ol the island was discovered by thne Ehgliah ship

Krokos (Crocus) in 1828, on the eastarn shore of the island at 50 meter
14
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depth. Anoher anchoraze was found on the south (38 meters deep).
Skippers of steamars usﬁally stay away from the mooring areas., This is
“goocause of, first, the sheats o rocss, scme of which have emerged above
the water surface, second, extreme depth of the sea, third, lack of
anchorahls hottom, and finally, lack of protection from the wiads. bd
and tide around this island is more pronounced.
| It §{s evidont, therefore that this island is not a suitable area for
anchorage.

5 = Comditions of the oprosite coast
. in the “ainland

On the coast opposite the {sland. A series of hirhlands are seen
which aro,. (on the first level) east Lo wost,.. Xih~aeBt3tanaeh, Kﬁ?{-e-h’nmkoh.
Kih~e~jamar; on the second level, a 1little further behind these mountalns
there is a chiain of mountains -hish axtend west to emst. Ths main harbors
on the mainland, in this seotion, are Bustineh and Moszhu, Fiith the ex-
csption of several towpathe whioh lead from the eslt narahok, through the
hirhlanda, into the intsrior, thers are no main highways in this area.

' 6 « Climate and Foonomic Con&itions

| The clinate is very warm and humid, and with the exoeption of thres
or four trees in the eastern shores, there is no vegetation desides thorn
bushes and sarlings. There are just a few abandoned wmud huts in the
{sland which are 3ometimes usad as sheltersg by tne fishermen. The total
populetion dees not exceed 25 heads « even less in winter. The only ﬁvail-
atle water is from saline water of the wells, |

| There are quite a number of deers und plenty of fish, in and around

the island. The natural resources of the island have not yet been

investigated.
There i3 only one covernment employee - a customs official on the
| 16 |
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jeland.

Military Significance of the Island. The investigation of the geog-

raphic location of the island reveals that, for the following reasons,
landing on the {sland in order to use it as a bage s no significence
with respect to the mainland; |

There are no important harbors and highways on the shores of Iran

opposite the island; the laland is rather remote from the mainland; it

has no economic significance; and provisiom facilities are nill.

The only significanee of the island is the possibllity of effective

| blockade between BibeHormoz and the island of Sneykh Sho'eyb and the

harbor of Shihpﬁf - and especially bctneanfthin island and the mainland.,
Effective bdlockading is alse possible in the south, limited to the firing
range and visibility., This action will necessitate ships to use lonper

routes; and the dafense of the island will alsc be necessary.

Conditiogc and Highlights of the Defenss of the Island are:

Extensive horisental view from the highlands.

P}'vontion of landing depends upon the reinforoement of the few
limited landing beaches and the adequate defsnse of other aress.  Prov1c-
ion supplies for the troops stationed on tho isleng, whotis‘r during war
or otherwise w»ill involve many diffiscult problems,

There are no natural air fields on the island, sad 1t'il very dif-
fioult to construct adequate landing strips.

.Tho {sland of Paru, « section of whieh is oanflotely_ot rook composie
tion, is unpopulated end laocks resources and economic significanoce.

Becauze of its long distance from the minland, it 1Aekn military

siznificance,

16
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CHAPTER IV
The Island of Kish
Introduction

This island has a very detailed historical baockground. Located on
the trade route between Iran, India, Yaman and Mesapotomia, commereial
“transactions between thase co\mt;'in have, for centuries, been trans-
ported via this island. It has, therefore, becoms & very important trade
center of the Persian Gulf. Ruins of the oity of Kish nnd. an old mosque
still remain in the nqﬁ_hom part of the island,

' The island had great significance during the wars of Alexander.
Neyarkus visited this Sclnnd,':'f:'nm as Kamtina,

Mony legends are attributed to the nmu of this island. One of the
ancient writers stated: "A traveller, by the name of Jeys, was sailing
to India, in the company of his pet cat. When his ship anchored at Kish,
he came ashore, and scon found out that the inhabitants were greatly
annoyed by the multitude of mice which were all over the u'.ﬁnd. Immedintely
he went to his ship, and returaing with his eat, he let it loose in the

‘ : kings palace, The cat scattered the mice and )rought_ relief upen the in-
habitants. The King .rmrdod Qeys and asked him to stay, naming the {sland
after hie," _lclan writers have all Mtionod the importance of pearl dive
ing on the island, _

In the XIIIth century, the govermor of this island ruled over all
the island 1n the zulf and possessed an important navy..

One of the latter 19th gentury explorers; writes, "There is little
agriocultural aotivity in the north coast, and a small number of date palams
and fruit trees also exist. However, the interior of the island is mostly

sand, and exoept grass and t_aplingp used as pastures, nothing grows in the

region.”
17
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A#othcr Islam writer states, "The island is warmer than the interior
of & bath house (Sio, i.e., "the climate is hot"), but it is densely
populated,” |

5ti11 another explorer of tis 12th century, AD, writes, "Because of
the lack of water supply the inhabitants pay no attention to farminsg.
There 'Q.n. only one sgi}ng, and drinking water ls .,'ieeured mstly‘ from the
rain, This island ib,aa important commerocial 'coiﬂs@r looated between India,
iﬂn n;d Hesapotcmu.i _Herochants carry on their Snrtcr trade on ﬁfxis
islend,” |

. Ya'qut, the rolu_:_"o‘in_od wr-ibor who visited thh'island during the early
| part of tho XITIth oentury, states, "The city of Kish is a very beautiful
placo. It ia surrounécd by gardens and bBeautiful edifices. The King of

| _ O-man who hae a :trong navy, resides on thts island,”

Ebn-e<Nojiver (Iumei-Mujiwit) writes, "There are many palm groves in
this island, dater oopbl to surfaot by mere toush of the ground, An
underground spring p;ﬁn through t_hq unt@r of the Amir's garden, The
'b natives flavor fish with dates, and the aen‘pftl story houses are oqri-

. .. structed ‘of mud and straw.” According to th'g'ir wigor, the tax revenue of

" ghis tsland was given to the Califate at Bghdad.
Aasording to the dooMta of z.m.y.x«.mum (1276 Hyri) this

island was atill at the might of its gloryhinntil ‘.:h@ XIIIth century
(Byjrt)s During the Qajir dynasty the 10135& was pregented to Ali Khan
Qavamol Molk, by h,onu‘t_n Shih in return to the oo@truction of the
Tabar Castle {n Fars. %11 Khin Qavim ol Molk sold it to Mohammad Read
xhii_'éo;it ol uoik. i';u profits of pearl fishing is great md the oiiuto
48 very good. | |

Sa'di also desorides his weeting with & suacessful merchant of KIsh
18 . ,

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/01 : CIA-RDP08C01297R000500150004-9



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/01 : CIA-RDP08C01297R000500150004-9

in his dook, "oolnm". Ho writes, "1 set a merchant who -~=- took me to
h‘h office in the iasland of Kish, one nigﬁt eews", In this passage, Sa'di
discusses the trade of Iran and the relationship of the Persian Gulf
between the east and the west. The island of Kish was the meeting haven
of the merchant, ng‘-it had the same signifioancs as Port Sa'id.
On §ho other hand, the presence of all cm'n: pirta whioch are
(nocording to reports) remains of Mader 3hah's battleship, support the
| oﬂduﬂo that the rekmowned ruler also believed in the strategie position
of the island, Therefors, he had placed a ocertain amount of hie equip-
. ment at his disposal in thie island, | |
Geographic looation and the Natural Peatures
Beside the islands ef Hengam and Qeshm which possess adequate anchor-
age faoilities, the island of KIish is also & suitable place for ﬁnnl
power. Beeause of its location near. the conﬁor of the gulf, tho ship
route of Bushehr, Shihpir, EhorramShahr, Abadan and ,ﬁu-rnh, on one side,
and the other pirta of the gul!: on the other, the iuhnd has gnlnod more
importanes.
. '- Since there 1s a constant fresh water supply availadle on this
{sland 1¢ i far superior to the islands of Faru and Hendiradl and other
islands, . |
Itq area is approximately 85 square ':i-lonqtortl it is an oliiptio
1sland, 16 Kilometers long and 7 Kilometers wide; ita major axis lies in
an east-western direetion,
A view of Klsh Island and the 1ighthouse — -3
The island of Firu is looated 18 Kilometers southesst of Kish, and
Bandar Garseh (on the gulf) is 17 Kilometers north, while Hendiradl Island’
is 26 Kilometers northwest gnd the sea on tfn. south of the island.
19 |
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The ground il comparatively level, with ;ontio slepes, gradually
rising toward the center of the island. The highest elevation of the
island, located on the southern third, does not exdeed 37 Kilometers.
The light house is located at this poinj:. |

' A seetion of the northern shores is jugged, while there are no
serrations ia other seotiona.

The ground alomg the shores is composed of lime and shells, while
the 1x{§orior of tio 1sland is sandy olay viuqh is very suitadle for all
forms of ngrioulturo. V

. ' Since thers are uo'w‘h.ighhndl. on this island, rivers and fissures or
springs do not exist,

The coast hu . gu‘ul inelination toward the sea in such o fashion
that tnéhongo is .-_‘hpoutblo without the aid of jetties. Ships of 2000
tonnage can anchor enly at 2 Kilometer distance of the island. EHowever,
the shore line on the anorn shores is deep smough te fasilitate
azchorage within one uimtoi of the shore. |

With the ciuyuon' of a fow serrated agotions on the shere, row

' : boate ¢an appreach she shore on all sides, in order to discharge their
o passengers. '

There are numerous trees on the island whioch include banyan, haok-
berry, dates, ud"tungg.n trees whish will de dhoﬁlgnd inditidually,
with respect to their fruits and aduauc;c. o

Cliimate of Kfsh

The climate, llh_thc rest of the guu" areas, tt very hot during
the susmer monthe. Temperature reaches 46°. Thanks to the demsity of |
tress in the morth, ﬁ,m- seetion is somewhat cooler and more livable,
Purthermore, the island, besause of level toruin; benefits tﬁ'ou the

A_ 20 |
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| Translated by
Geograhic Names Section

Arm
ooean winds, y M@p Servige

The well water is fory plessant and wholesome. It often ‘nttinots
‘cargo boats which depend upon this island for drinklu water,

The water wells are § to 10 meters deep, and the wmater is sasily
acoessible. Such wells are found all over the inhadited seotions of the
island, The wmost inpomht ones ares | |

1. .A The wells known as ﬁgnur in the hamlet of Uiho_h. east of the
island, :  Heaps of dirt have ﬁon placed around the wells in the form of
dams in order to collect fresh water dh}ing the winter rains.

. 2. 7The well of Safa in the village of Sajam, North of the island,

3, The well kmown as Bild, located in the northwest, between the
settlements of Deh and Saffn (Sio also oalled Saffd). Both villages ben-
ofit from its water. | |

The maxizum rainfall is 2 inohes.

One of the aifohsato of the village of Qola'l (west of the island),
called Sheykh Chirkl had excavated a ruming underground spring which was
used for iprigation ina the village. Howsver, it s now completely dry and

. no one has beem desirous of ita ronontioaQ .
| | | The Pesple

‘The population consists of mostly Arabs, and o aootioz; of Larestani,
They are tall, with dark heir, olive ukih; but generally slender., Their
native tongue is Araby, !_lnt they nri-_nlao facdliar with the Poﬂiu. |

M belong to the Surnite seos of Islam religion. Very few are
Shiites. | |

Very fow are educated. Some can read the Koran. Most of the merchants

are somewhat .titonto;

2
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They are well bui;lf, and have oxuptio;n« ikﬂi in the water.
Nost of the hﬁbihntc are engaged in t&_lhins.uud pearl diving.
Iﬁ babits and costume they are entirely Anbil@. and their clothing
consists of mostly, one long shirt. | |
o Animals |
Cows, sheep, guti and donkeya, Birds - hul..nutor. plgooni and
dueks. J | |
, Pelitical Point of View. '
® The {sland is under the wunieipality of Leageh which is one of the
subdiviasions of Bishehr. Affairs of the ieland are, at present, mananged
by ons of the dessendants of Sheykh Chirkf.
m Trees on K{sh Island <« F'S

~ Government Agem$s: .
One oultou offieial, one village ohief aud a eivil patrol (Amniyeh).
| - Population |
_ The feland was, n one time, densely .'npuhtod', but there hn been a
., - gradual desrease, mn at the preseat time there are :pproxintaly 1600.
|  The Main Settlemeats
The hamlet or_;_.haho_g,;;loutod northeass of the island, has numercus
shops, basars ud ouuqii _such as ndn§u. ﬁﬁunsqﬁll dwellings and a
ocustoms house, o “
The hamlet of Suju in u«t« 700 meters aorthvnt of Mishsh,
The hamle$ knm lu lhh. - 400 mhu mt of &Ju.
Saffn, located sorthwest of shc hhnd is mptutivoly . hrgo place..
The haslet of Bagh 1s losated west of the uuu.

In addition to tho lbou settlovents, there ic a seotion knm as

. : 22 ‘
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Jagireh (now in miui)' whioch is one of the uotut -ﬁgnlotn of lslam, from

the Vth century of Hyyira- 1 adequate .m,_.g_u..; are carried on, it is

possible to unurthib’mtc whioh will gi.vi better information repard-

ing the farmer inhabitants of she island. sgnihrly; ‘a place oalled

Qola'i, west of the 1sland, whioh was onoe mhgi.ihd’,"h now in ruins.

A1l that is left consists of trees and date palus nd g;rhultunl

grounds, ‘

As 'ﬁt. there !wn,,,got been any modern .-dboic u.d oducutimi estad~

_ .  ishments in any of these ssttlevents. 'rhor_ov are :u few old t‘uhﬁud

sehools whioh are not Morntin; enough to attrast students., Children

- do not show any i.ntornt 4n these schools.

The eommunioation of the inhabitants with the outside. The communiea-
tien of the inhabitants is limited to Omman (Oman), Bahrein and the
northern shores of the gulf. N

The buildings, comstructed of stone and mllll. are eomparatively
sturdy. | | . |

. 'ﬂa‘og’c are approximately ten mosques on the island, and the mest im-
portnntlgojm. located in WRsheh, is olled Nasjed-e~Jinme',

Two Kilometers south of the uhﬁ‘. tharo"ll q_l.’ight-ahip. anchored
permanently by the British. Reocently the Iranian Admiralty has sonetructed
Y ughf house on top of ‘the highest olﬁt!on on the island., The light is
uotor.‘ | Two eetadlishments have alsa been duilt here, one for the smployees
at the light house and the other as n.ktrtum'.dulp.. |

| Commmnioation snd Connestions |

Numerous towpaths link the village, dut because of the smooth surfacs,
the island is capable of acacwmodating any form of transportation vehicles.
Thers are no telephone or telegraph faoilities on the islamd, and the mail

2%
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| is transported by means of special ocouriers between Chirak and Bandar

Lengeh.
Employment
The inhabitants are engaged in fishing and pearl diving, and sowme
faraing.

Among the fine i'ﬂo. the only ones with which the natives are familiar,
~ are pearl culture, and pearl polishing and finishing. There is only one
o specialist who can build boats on the {sland, He builds and repairs the
® boats of the island, The lumber for the construstion of thess boats is
tnpongd from elsswhere, | |
The numter of unnrip” 'm the year 198? ansunted to 200, most of
whem were assigned to the Navy. (The “yur 1989 vu the first year of in-
duocticn to armed ferces Ol‘fhil iohnd). |
| '_ Boonomical Conditions and the Nativé Rnouuu
Overlooking the sale o‘t"«._ pearls whioh they _okper,t each year (u'ird
olass merohandise), and import neceasary supplies from the outside, the |
natives alse sell a large amount of shells to the exporters who sell them
. %o the foreiga manufaeturers. . |
| During five months in swmmer the inbabitants are engaged in pearl
diving, and she rut;vot the year they are busy fishing, faraing or trans-
porting werchandise 1a boats. |
The -yiuly ytild of pearl (olear and timbed) is 100,000 Rials, and
that of shells ia 8000 Rials. The former exportation of pearl was approx-
imately ten times 1ts ﬁr‘_o"unt amount, | | |
The yleld from ﬁqhing. fe just moigh for the native requirsments,
 However, a British concern made. some 1muti§ntio‘n‘- before the war in

order to estadlish a fishery establishment on the island. The plans
: : 24 . :
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would have been realised were it not for the deelaration of war,
Caultivation of wheat and barley, and vegetables are only sufficient
for the native consumption. Fruits and vegetables raised on the island
are, welons, utoml_g;u. squash, eggplants, ocuoumbders, onions and
tomtoes. |
Yield of Dates: There are some 4700 date palme on the island, bear-
ing 12,000 Kilos of dates, The 1nhn$$tnti consume half of the orop and
export the remaining half, Sfmporting in exehange, cloth, shoes, lumber
for boats, and o.thorz_ nooessities, Other fruit trees "lnolndo: Tungoil
‘ - tree, the fruits of which are dried up and the o1l 10‘ rﬁbbod on the
bodies of pearl divers in order to prcun§ ’ihu from the salty waters of
| i:ho coean. _
The “Xanmar®, “hh\ii{' and banyan trees ars mostly used for fuel. The
" leaves are used in feeding the animle, |
Tobaoso, whioh 1s not cultivated any lenger, o-opntltutod. at one
time, a part of the exports of the island. -
Generally speaking the ground ie very productive, and if mechaniosl
.- ._ - irrigation were resorted to by means of pumps, the produstion of wheat
and hri;y would inerease profitabdly, )
The island has & fair supply of livesteek and other tamed cniinll,
as itemized in the following table. This table shows very clearly that
the preducts of the island are barely surtioio#t for the native consump-

tion, and much ocanmpt be expeated from them,
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List of the &ttlmntl of th‘ Iglm :

Name of Popae Date Livestock - Donkeys Boats

Settlement - lation Palms Cows Sheep @ut; -

Masbsh 680 1000 30 - . 280 40 30
Sajem 100 1500 6 - 60 5 6
Deh 160 - 300 10 - 80 8 7
s4rIn 550 1800 20 - 180 20 18
Big 80 400 6 100 - s 2
Total 1800 4700 70 100 _ .8540 79 80 _

Military 3ignificance of Kish Island
® Careful scnsidera¥icn of the sonditions of She islands in the gulf
will olarify the fact that, with the following ,‘nnonl. the island has
indisputaBle preference %o other islands in the gulfs
1. Gélvonlnt "a’.mhn.ugu protected from the winds facilitate entry
of ships %o the island, | _
2. Bunuu of complete level surface the island @ffordl favorable
landing facilities. .
S, Compared uth othor ulands M: u sore nnblo. Itl climate
.. - is good and because of 1ts cdense trcn and fresh ntcr ‘the area ia very
‘f"onblo for ouu’iag of troops, and it alfords m‘ wvcr and ooncealment,
Aeoordlng io» ‘the above ressons the $sland is of consideradble wmilitary
significance. However, its defense, because of extended landing besches,
will muuihtj:zth cmnuvof & larger punber of soattered troops, thus
rao"i.liutln; $avasion. | |
 This island plays & lipu'ioant role ia the defense and iafiltration
of. tho shores between chauk and the Gapo of Chir. -
Conelusion .
The island affords exoellent nnoio_ngo. pre{got_pd fron_ the winds,
o o T R
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and because of suitadle mding faocllities wlu-l nfuid in the romttql.
of a sea dase, it peuoun a great uimttunﬁ. ‘.

The ponkuon &nmns oonunuomly. l!.thout .doqmto supervision
in the welfare, education ud agrisulture of tlu pnph. She {sland will
soon beogme a barren lud ttutlu' to other iulud. of tho gulf,

Stepe for tho defonse ot the hhnd. with itn stgnu'uunu. shonld bo
taken during peaoce.

| | The Ligkt House

snc. a light hom ‘was ressatly srsoted on the island by the southern
Kavy, 1t i» essential that we firet diseusa the 't_poouzty, and then the
eharacteristios of the nv 11ght houses of the u&thorﬁ ‘ahores.

Sigaifieance ef tu u;_t' Souse., Light houu and bucys are nry

~ essential for the piloﬁ. It h not sufficient to pnyan & harbor only.
" 8hips must de nroly directed to thoir Anohomgo. Otton, at the vicinity
" of the Mrbaﬂ the uhipl face grave dangers ocunl by the land oondltiou
and d.gth of the sea. hnd utkl uaht a gread deal in tho gulidance of
ships during the day. Mnr, tlny 4o net provide td.quto guidanu at
other times snd in the night, so that the pilon may. uurhln the fathom
and thq elsvation of r_ooh. Tl\_oroforo, special oquimn_t__ has been provided
at dangerous leui'i,.ono.":lin order to faocilitate tho ontﬁiﬁ, of shipi_ to
hubqr. Among these equipments are molgdod buqyn and li_ght housea.
| Appellation _

Apparonuy thon n- n aun hhml in the v&dntiy or Bahndarlyoh
. (Alexandria), kmown as. Pir, Iathis hhnd, there was & oonutruotton 58 .
meters high, on Sop of whish & fire was m whick oou!d be seen for 25 miles.
Qther guides of similar abaracterietice were later u_lhd Par (light house).

27

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/01 : CIA-R'I‘Z)AI50.8"CO'1A297R00'0500150004-9




Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/01 : CIA-RDP08C01297R000500150004-9

The construstion of the itght house of Pars ouf :208!0 Kilograms of
silver whieh is equivalens to approximately 10.000,000-!!111;'01‘ today, |
Classification of the lighthouses. Large light houses. These lighﬁ |
oan be ssen from 15 uiles out in the l“. They ‘m de op‘cnﬁod byf‘elcc- '
tricity, gas, aceteline or p.troloui. Without ox-oojiion they flash -

* several times per minutes, thus distinguished ﬁ‘on uéh other in soderd-
anoe with the mtorvifc betwesn the 'n;.m. Charaoteristics of uoh
light is recorded in apeoisl books, mdo avallabdble to the pnota who

‘ distimich tham from ano another, F’or exanple, the 14ght of Bushehr
rlnhn once mry ﬂn seconds, whioh neau that it rouln: dark for §
aoooada. Sueh 1ight houses have to bs comstruoted in large hsrbon,und
on land, |

. Average '.1" liglljt houses: These n;i&- have similar characteristies
as the larger lights. The only difference is that they have shorter
ranges. Thoy too have to be constructed on land,
The dbrighter 1{ghts and ﬁhou that fleat ‘nn 118 uiy Sy means of
acetylene gas and kerasene, which are wore joononlul and can be secured

. everywhere. (Only Amerioan buoys are opori#cd by batteries whiok are mro

cxpouivo).. |
" These bucys are placed in the emtrances of harbers, in Canals,

nhoﬁonpa and other Meroul shnl'lw. waters. They are provided with
various colored bulds depending upo; the role each lamp plays in the
harbor. For instance the western buoys in the Shatt al-Arab are red while
the esstern lights are wiite. |

The l!ritilh seamen have previded the chnrn of tho gul? (at the
entrance of the guu and in the islend of ?onb) vith lights in order %o
faoilitate the tnfﬁ.o of the mershant nuoln. The lny departusat has

28 _
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sines taken steps im preoviding :he nutm_ uuu with luhm».
These 1ichts were officially in operstion in (Ost. 22«Nov 22); 1931,
Thagse uoys are of the latest style, eonsw.h aggordancs with the
most sodernistic methods, Thay are all similarly costructed, with the
wimeption of the durstion of their 1i:hte. Below is listed the charester=
istios of the largest light houses in the south looated in iushelmy
Diseuskion of $he Light of Uushehr. The Ligkb house in 26,50 meters
hish (from top to the wmterlevel Mag e M)c Iis 3.0 located Qt hﬁ-
@ tude 28° 56! and langitude 50°48'. Its renge 15 25 nauticil mile, at mo
maters a.ove the water, The iijhthouss ummuynmef&nm
pomrplaat setwesn 13 _uad 18 horsejowar (vapor HeP,) The moter is ‘conneoted
 te & zeneretor, peneraming 220=380 (three W) volte, One transformer |
reduces 380 volts to 55 volts which is uudn ughm the hnpu. There
are 1500 volt eearah 1i:hts placed in the eenter of m- which masnify
the 1ihts sending out parsllel ceams seversl times tb oripinal !muwizy.
‘ The 1500wwatt 1izht of 3ushelw, for inetones, are magnified to 1.950,000
. eundles, tbunzhumMmMQmmequn
motors vhioh regulste the 6 second lntomh of flashings. These primo
thus segregate the lights into spirited and unspiritod angles cruung
dark and 1ight spots faoing the observer.
(Map of Kish or Qeys (Qli)-)
CHAPTER ¥ J
Small Island in the Pouinn Gule
‘The genersl conditions of the following Lslands will be disoussed
in this o)nptor. |
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1, Renduridl . 4, Tond -~
2. sirf : , ‘8, NabIfonb 7
3. Bimisa o | . 6. Babf Fird

fhe Island of Hendiribi

The Laland of Hendiirib{ is considered one of the islands formed
from the siopo of the mountains within 70 Kilometers of Qul'eh Chlﬁi.

The island conilhtu mainly of low altitude mountains with the min-
{mun ltﬁl of 51 meters. It-: i3 bordered, in the south by means of
fissures which create diffioulties in anproaching the 1sland. There are

_ . however, wany small landihg beaches in the east end northwest.

The 1sland is approximately 9 Kilomsters long; and its average width
is 4 Kilometers., Its looation oompnud.'ith the neighboring islande and
the southern shore, is as followsa:s |

28 Kilometers from Kish Island, 25 Kilometers east of Sheykh Sho'eyb
Island, 4 Kilometers from the nearest coast, and 7 Kilometers from Qal'eh
Chira. . |

There is very small .;:mut of farming (thanks to the lt;w tltitu& ine

. side the island) in thi‘ {2land which darely eleviates the native require-
| zment 8. '

Drinking water is secured from the nlli. 8 to 10 meters deep.

The population is approximately 200 and the 1nhnb;tants have e,inlhr
livi'ng conditions and gharacteristics as the natives of Sheykh 3ho'eyd.

Pearl diving has bion going on around the island for wany years.’
‘The diving section is located northeast of thn_ island, in the vieinity of
EY s-e-Manpur.

The natives earn their living by fishing and pearl diving. A portion

of their needs is imported from the ocoasts of Iran.

30 .
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The northern landing deach of the island 10. somewhat protested, but
it can only be utilised by smaller bouti'whiah anchor within one Kilemeter
of the laland. ‘ E |
| . Wlitary Sipnifiesncs

Because of {ts proximity to the cosst (& to 7 Eilometers fram the
Yainland), the ui_uid oceupies & nlmbid position rfon the military
point .r view, !h;..:__only thing that reduses its importance is the lack of
trunk lines in th:..jAonthorn coasts. 8@00 the eoasts ;éf' the Kainland are

. . not so significant, the hiand, with 11;: proximity to fheu shores, 1is
' aleo inatgniru‘at. Yot, 1t will havloba dooidip’; otfigt upon the dafense
of the coast and Chlr, _
ﬁui Island of ﬂrl |

It ic & smuall 1sland, in the oontor of tho snlr with a length of 7
and ayersge width of 4.7 Kilometers. It 1s u Kilometers from the 1aland
of Pira, 76 lilqutoro from Bandar Lomh M 102 Kilmtorc f‘ron Shirjah
of Arabia, . »

The hh_l;i is rather level with -fium ‘tlevation of not over 15

i . | meters above ea level, | | |

3iry, ihanlu ho,ho"r'l,oution agd vphyli.@l‘ rutgn"n, is tho: ‘u-t in-
proved 1oiund among many of the islands in tho gulf. It is also better
sulted for agrisulture than any of the rest, One of the Arab chlefs

: Shgriak
~oalled Khtlifal)ﬁhn-;-hchld migrated to this island from Sh!rga"h.
(southern coast) with forty of his ihnc md people. After iottling in
the uhuid he ou_nntid enou;h wells to .@ply his tride with fresh nt&
for daily conaumption di 'nll as irr’ipth;h Furth’mro, with ktho

capitol of thu chief and another canod Shoykh Sho'cyb the liviihood of.

this §is3land wag proomﬂ to & certain omnt. A
: , 31 . ]
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-
\

The present popﬁlutlon of the island i.a. ‘approximately 150 who have
. stone houses and even a unqu@. The inhlbit;nti ;fc all sunnites. There
is a nunhor of the Eovloh tribe of Sudan who nro onpud {n trade betwsen
| the two shores. ‘rh.n are neo ;ovornmnt agont: on th- {sland. The entire
nftairl’v of the island is mngod undot the supervision of the Shoykh (Chief),
‘Indian merchants vi;if the island during the petrl Qulon. There i85 a
certain kind of fish 1n the waters, kmown as Uu'Aloynu (810 por!ups ‘_
Dam' Aylams whioh woau mean Iothor of the Deep 80;) vhioh hinders purl
‘ diving a great deal, - | |
Military Significance: Looated between the shores of Iran and Arabia,
un;y from Babeiiormes, the island has ne ssrategic nlu.
| THe lslend of Bumiei ( Rbu Munsa )

i

Bumiiea 1s loocated hotvnn Lengeh (Im) and Dawd{ (Arabia). 1Its

width and length 1e appreximtely 4% Kilometers. ’ﬁuro is a chain of

nountainc in the intorior of the island, t_hc puka of which do not
— .
oxe«d 110 meters.

- - -

_ an is loouml 67 Kilometers from l-ongoh. 56 Kilometers from Dabl
(51c Dawbi?) and 48 nloutors east of tlu 4sland of . 8Tre,

- The inhnbitcntt ol‘ tho island un desendants of the PBanli-A'ném tribo

Row
the ohiefs of Jawloiu 316) The population is approximately 100.

The inhabitants lin off the ‘prooood:o:- of fishing, pearl diving and
farming. There is'a bed of olay on the island, and even though it does
not &vo the qualities of the olay dopoait'a of Hormos, much benefit was
derived from the soil by a German Company f(Vonx.m.')., leased later, to

1 an English Company. Tluro are np_proxinjbqu 20 c:n'a’l-l‘ §utu for pearl
d:&vihg on the island, | |
" 32
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There are uv.ni landing beaohes around the 1sland, and excellent
l A

pastures for the animals in the interjgr.

-

Be_c}uu of its ‘dintanu from both coasts the 1sland has no defense
Inluo.

g

The Island of Tomb
e ——————— '
Located 27 Kilometers south of Qeshm, the maximum elevation of the
island 1s 53 meters above the sea level. Xost of the communication of
Tondb 1is @rriod on with the coasts of Oman. The population is approx-

imately 100, and it consists of mostly the races of Arad chlefs. The

livelihood of the populace depends upon fishing and pearl diving. Very . -
1ittle fo.ntﬁﬁg is done, :hiéh is insuffiocient for u%i‘n needs.
'Drinkﬁ.ﬁ; water is secured from wells that are somewhat salty.
'Thero is one llghthouoc on the island,
| bI Tond | |
"Looato_d‘ 16.2 Kilometers west of Tonbd Iohgd, ﬁdbi' Tond is unpopulated.
Its highest elevation is 36 meters above the sea.
| Nabl Pird
® Mabi Firi is another deserted island. It is losated 16 Kilometers
~ south of Fard Island in the Zorm of a sheet __roak,..'..ﬁ? moters high. Its
erotn,dlnmetc_vr 1s 1} Kilometers. _
Map of the Island of m&ﬁrﬁbt lnd its
location cowpared with cocast and the
islands of Sheykh 8ho'eyb and Kish
© CHAPTER VI |
‘The Island of Qo'oh.n |

Introduction

A careful investigation of the map of Iran will reveal that the

- Persian Qulf and the Sea of Oman are joined together by,. means of a straight
33 , - :
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which reduce the width of the channe) still further. These islands ares
Qeshm, Hormos, ﬂcnjig and Larak which p@c‘du strategic significance
‘because of their lesations. ' Each agressor, in order to strengthen his
foothold in the gult__',. has first diroohd his attention to the occupation
of this island (810‘_Qolhn); Therefore, this island has more strategie
value than the rest of thAo‘ ‘4¢1ands, since it ie the largest and more
livable than the other three islands.
fhc 1sland has a historieal background. Thers was a ruler on the
| ‘1sland who at one time maintained a land-and-sed foros which strengthened
. his position on the island, The ruins of the {sland olearly define the
story of the past oivilisation of the island and its various military
strongholds in Qeshm, 8isd, Bisn'Idd and other important places. These
remnants also prove the value of the island from the point of view of
eooponios, military anvﬁ;adniniatntion. |
‘There are no historionl decuments in refsrence to the early civiusa-
tion of the island. However, there are 1ncoriptionl'" in the wosque of
Gueheh (known as Borj), in the interier of ‘the island, which gives
. evidence of the past history of the iohnd; The moaque was renovated >1n
the year 244 Hijras (8584AD), and it 1s believed thntll 1t was once a
temple of the fire worshippers. These 1u§riptiona also state that on
the 26¢h of Ramagdn, 828" the mosquo_f wu ruii;ud by an earthquake. Under
the auspices of Fatl;ullil;lbn-{-Shami m‘m:vi&-i-nu' 1d iibn-i-ﬁnt;nﬁd, the
mOSqQue was ropuir«._! in the month of h-jab, 737 Hijret. This King mas a
member of the Al-i-Nahmid dynasty whieh i?ul_.a the island of Hormos from
the time of Portuguese. o | |
The writer wishes to add here, that according to Mojamul B-ldén,
this wosque existed during the period of Umar m—b&w». Aiso,
- o :
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aceording to thess insoriptions, the island was iphnbitcd' long before
Islam. Even 14 ocenturies before lslam the tuhndul the center of
attraotion of Arad warriors. ' |
 8til1 more oignitiunt is the reutui.or . s$ronghold built by the
Portuguese (before t_hol roign of Shah'Abbas the Wt) in tho- hamlet of
Qeshm. This castle uu equipped with the '.':;"n’umnu oi‘ that por_iod, which
were used to proteots and ocontrol Bih---adr“u“ and hndlr'Abﬁqa. These
canmns still remain with & major portion of the castle, |
v . - The Jetty ; in'd\-o-hubcrm
The shorss of Bandar'Abbas and
Qal'eb-e~Kimberin, as seen from
the qu '

Another group of castles, sast of hrt (onrlookmg 1t), knou as
the out_xot of Nador. subcmthtu the view that this 1slaad was the
oﬁjoot'o!’- special attenticn of warriors send oconquerers.

'l‘h‘ Island of Qeshm »

mg the ditiro group of hlnndn of thc Kingdom of' Iran, the hland

of thn has more ligniﬂmu from the pohh of view of size, popuhtion.
.‘ buldi.ng. (and even from tho nilitary point ot view), thun uy other iolaad
 in the guif. |

It 1s 180 Kilewsters long, with n width varying betwssn & and 40
Kilometers. Losated in the vioinity of Babms=tiormos, the island ie
attenuated in a parallel mo with thse Ooli‘ on its aoréh (1.0.. it is
elongated in a northeast and southwest dirutioa). Booaun of this
elongation Arads call u Jasiret al-Jawilah: (nmiu the Long Iahnd).

The hamlet of Qeshm u loonted in the northout corner of the uhnd.

near Bandar'Abbass; and the hamlet of Basa'idi is lou’cod in the nu_rtl;yut

34
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corner, 56 Kilometers east of Bandar Long@l;.’:_
As one enters the island via the hamlet of Qeshm after 13 Kilometers
e will arrive at the zarrowest portion:of the island (8 Kilometers), and
after 50 Kilometers he will reach the widest vs‘.oietion (approximately 40
Kilometers). Beyond iuu point, however, the width decreases to an
average of 10 Kilometers. | |
‘The hizhlands ef the island are mostly limestons composition with
gorges and ravines, losated at varying distances {rom the shores. Some
ares very oclose to the mst, while others ‘n t‘trthor amay. Table lands
. and plateaus are formed as a result of thno mom’ainc. at one end of
which = in the mortheast - is :100.?‘4 the hnlo_._t of Qestm (elevation 180
meters) and at the other extreme - northwest -iu located the hamlet of
Basa'idid (elevation lBO;Imtora). The uxinu'_n“dl..o‘ution of the mountains
‘48 approximately 450 meters, 35 iilometers east of Basa‘*fd, known as &Ish
Kih which is of salt compositien, and the mtivoi sall 1t (nlt-oolhr";
The comparative lecation of the island is ae follows:
It is 20 Kilometers, from Tula to Btndar"@ﬁug 20 Kilonotoral from
. Qeshm to Hormos Island; 12 Kilowetere from Qeshe to larfk Island; 3 Kil-
| omsters from Shib-e-Deris to Jengim __im-hndg_ 31 ﬁlonotors from the extreue
southwest of the island to Tomb Iu_._ia, €1 Tiloweters from Bisa'Idd to
Bandar Langeh; 58 Edlomsters frem mb-.;-nua. to the ospe of Shaykh
Mas'ud on the shores of Oman; and 63 Kilometers to Jasirat al-Ghanam on
the shorn of Oman,
Besldes the islands looated around Quhn. u moentioned sbovo. there |
are two uninhabited mounds of sarth sast of Sh!b-o-Doul‘ and one wast of
Basa'fdi., The latter island is called 'nga;é-baryiiih by the niti‘vu.
besause of thé"';hunbot of trees pa'tho 1sland, ':_'!.ho leuﬁc» of these trees

36 |
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(fh-"lyri"troo.) are fed to the cattle, | }
[ atetant view of the Jotty of Bandar'Abbas, F"Pzn the viecinity of the
island there are alao chnh of underground rocks, & uotion of whioch
originates in the vicinity of the salt mines (south of the island), and
af'izer"’liﬁigring around the island, it inolines northnaﬁrd, extonding
tonrd' the vieinity :"or, Bisa'fdia. The w.idnt seotion of this rock is 15
Kilometers nouﬁx of £h§ island., Some distanoce u.uiy', throughout the
lm;gth of tho.stﬂi”g;!_xt of Clarence (called Khiran by iho mtivoy) the
‘ ~ sheets of rook are ihilfomdl into narrow and separate. blocks of stone.
- These undomtor rocks sre one to thres and a hnlt uhu below the
- surface of tho water, -

The ares of the 1slamd 1a approximately 262 square Kilometers,

Conditions of the ooast: The shore line ia. mostly serrated, and the
depth, until Henganm, 16 suoh that ahips oun_unaﬁéf'.qply within 6 K{lometers

: of the island. Purthor approach inland is iaponiblﬂ because of the
shallow waters (mostly due to the undomm ro‘loks.)'. In the viainity
of the so\:tm.torn oomor ot the ishnd tho shipu must sall within 8 to
26 Kilometers away trou the 1#land. -

Si{milarly in m northern lhonunu (ilm‘t all along the length of
CIarcnco) the water is so lhnuou that even uotor boats have to move with
the utmost caution,

G-noully, it h poui.blo to appmoh the major parts of the island
(espeeially the southern lhoros) by means of small _'bonta.

Landing characteristios of the 1sland has been itemiszed in a separats
1ist (Sic see page 445- ).] |

ﬂuro are 3 capes north of the uhnd:

!’lu Cape of Qeshm

36
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The Forthern Caps of laft
The Cape of Bisa'fdd | |
‘ . A " In the south ia looated the cape of Duﬁgiﬁ which has many palm
groves. Betweeun this island and the mainland there are numerous marsh-
‘ - lands, wost of vhichv' are oovered with forostn. These marshlands,
gonerally imown as Sowr-e-tanir (Sio Enauir) are 120 Kilomsters long, with
7 hardors f'toing tho Iran Mainland, as followss
‘ ' : v Buakoh, Sef1in, Mahtabi, Rhamirpol, KIohIa, Biistineh and KhiinehSorkh.
| ‘ - | The island has nine large and smll harﬁors facing Iran meinland, aa
| followas |
Qoshn, Dorkehan, Kuh{, Lare, Kirﬁn, Chaha, &mkdln, Basa' Iduy-e-Now -
(better knm as Sinku), and Bisa!{diy-e-Kohneh,
There are five hardbors inm the island, faoing tﬁo sea, the most im~
portant of whioh is DIrestan which faocee the uvl'um! of Hengam.
Durtng thw world war, this harbor was th."qnohomgo of Britilh.
warships ‘sli well a3 morohant vessels., They hadAnon set up wireless
_ : stations, built coal and fuel dusps ia the harbor. Another harbor of this
. seotion is Karkeh which was selected as the operation center of the |
petroleum dompany. Besides the 9 above mentkomed harbors there are 10
others on the 3ide f‘acinc Howr-e=Khanir. | '

Climate. In spltp of the trmdout.;'mount of humidity the matives
have no recollection of ever oxpori'neing snow, Ev‘n rain is very rare on
the ioh’hd. ‘rhorotorc, there are 2o riurt in the uland with the excap-
tion of a few {lood chumoll (leading toward the su) that have been formed .‘
by oocasional rains.

Lack of water has oreated many hardships. Mot only farming has become
very impracticaby, utor.‘efhs to be transported frem the ouﬁ_ido. The in- .

., ’ | 7 |
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habitants have oonctmiﬁd‘ reservoirs where they ¢olleot rain water whish
is used v.& sparingly. | |
Beoause of saline gypsum deposits 'in the 1sland, the water ia not
very who’l‘aom. The iuhnbihntl. thoni‘nro, _tuko their meals in the
nornin; and at noonl 15 ordor so disut &t during work.
| m Shores of Qeshm Island - Figd
('thau stagnant uton ae the bnom; grounds of the guinea-worm -
Filaria medinensis -- thioh dovolops into long worms in different partu of
_ tho body, !'ho ruu!ting nlncn is very painful and recovery takes uvqnl
. months ). ' |
| The 1n_hbitnnu auffor a great deal from lack of uhr._‘ in apito"or.
the highhtﬁu and the péuibilittn of mtuﬁlv._nurvolu. Sdowever, t&
existance of wells in lm settlements (Iaft is ...,uid to have some 366
wells) proves that the situation could be remedied by diggﬁg wolls %o
safeguard against dangdrous infections and vo meet the negessary nnd'l"qt
the popuhu. |
smmrly. planting trees has met with uny dirﬂoulties, so that the
. , éhly vogetation ooagi-ﬂso of date palme and temarisk trees, found in most
of the vﬁihgol. Banyan tnu are nlso fousd in more arid seotions of the
1sland, | |
The hmn is ) ;all, beautiful tree wﬁh loqiou 1ike those ot_‘u
orange tru.. the f‘rnit of whieh is red and inn. . The natives rol'ish.th'.
fruts, (8fe detailed dlscussion of the tree has beem given in a previcus
chapter), | v
E'Ql though the olimate is hot, it is detter and lou humid than the |

ouutc ot' Banda® ' Abbas.

‘The direction ef the wind is north and south in winter, and all four
" s _.
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directions in oth.oz}‘ guﬁom.

The ebdb and tidﬁ takes place every six hours, each day fiftesn
minutes later than the previous day. Purthermore, during the first and
niddle perioda of the westsrly moons the flow of tide 1;5«---“. |

Th@ro is also danger from earthquakes on the ishné,.' as svident from
the old ruins and historiocal doc\monts;{' :

o Mines
South of the isi;nd is located a ﬁlt mine (in the two highest
. "~ mountains of the island) with Q:ullont white salt. The p}oduct is a
good souroce of revenue n an export commodity totho neighboring countries.
Aceording to prmdut treaties, the Japanese exported salt from the
 1sland, wntil the 1uu1¢§on of China whes they b.;a:i to take advantage of
the latter's salt deposita.

Red dirt and lead also exist in the :h'hx'u‘ij. HBowever, as yet, there

has not ﬁqon any profits from either. o
The wost important of the natural '._:rosourou is petroleum. The
.‘ British have made numerous 1nvoatigat1§_§c and §xcantiona ‘around Kargeh
(in the vioinity of Hemgim Island), and several wells were &ug (one, 3000
meters deep), but _t&y are now olosed. A% the present, the areas of Tula |
and Laf$ are under hﬁntiptlon. it potréieun were diseovered in this
seotion, it will greatly enohance the coon&ﬂ.o and strategic value of the
1slend and the gnlf.'. | |
- Exporte nn4 Imports

At the proc;nt thoﬁ‘ are no prorts on the island. However, when the

oil fields, salt mine and red soil deposits and 1«4 are {ﬁ operation ;nd

‘fishery establishments are set up, the experts will find important outlets.

S9
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Most of the food of the populace, inoluding their animals, consists
of fish. | |

Praotically every need of the inhabitants, even dates, will have to be
haportod. | At present, the yearly revenus of oustoms (in excess of 200,000

Rials) exceeds the imports of the island. |
Folitieal and Administrative Conditions

The island consists of 30 settlements, listed in a special tabdble
(340 see pagesdland 47 ) with thelr characteristics, MNost of the eettle-
ments do not possess any importance at all, The omly ﬁllagn of signifi-

: . cance are lYeshm, Efgahin, Laft, eto. |

| The population is very near 28,400 and th-ir chlef occupations consist
of fishing, and boat-taxiing. There are 500 large and small boats on the
1slend, ‘aom with a oapacity of several tons,

Thelir religion is Islam and their language Peraian,

The ad-iniatf.ut_ien is under a muniocipality with a mayor, poat and
telegraph office, and a sohool, comsisting of fowur gﬁdu-. in the village
of Qeshm, | | '

. | | The oustems officlals operate im two sections of the island (Qeshm,
Susa, D!rolﬁ, jalakh, Dorgahin, Iift, eta.). In this settlement there
are alse oivil pctroio (Amniyeh), wherever oustom offioials are in op-fc-
tion. Yet, they are not able to oopﬁ with all 'ﬂu sontraband movements
that may take place in various easily accessible shores. They are only
able -te guard against large illegal shipments. |

Nost of the population is inflioted witﬁ eoye allments, skin disesses,
uhriﬁ, and mostly suffer from guinea-worms. Cholera and other virulent
diseases are contasted from Arabisn immigrants. In the years 1326 (Hijri)

and 1342 (810 1342) oholera and plagus killed a large number of the populace.
40
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Qeshm, with a population of 2000, is one of the largest settlements
of the island. An old Portuguese castle still remains in this village.
This stronghold 1s smaller than the castle of Hormos, but has numerous
towers. Approximately 15 barrels of old cannons have been sighted in this
vicinity.. There is cleoneu of another wall, ten meters a&way from the
present wmall, o
Besides thia 0ld eastle there is remains of another very old strong-
hold in the nerthern cape of this village (a ph“ oalled Paltun). This
. consists of a small castle and a pond construocted from stones. It is
believed that this edifice was used for the defense of the northern cape
of the city.
There ars many date groves in Qeshm. _
¥ost of the buildimgs have wind Fumnels to admit air into the
interior of the houses,
All the inhabitants speak the Persian language.
Most of the populatien is engaged in ’oo_u't building but the lumber
must be imported from India or Africa. This lumber is so sturdy that the
. Portuguese constructions still retain their utility.
' : There are many oarpenters on the island who even accept orders from
| the inhabitants of Bandar ! Abbs.
| The produce of this village inoludu wheat, barley and tobaeco,
Its climate is better there and preferable to that of Bandar ' Abbis.
Their water supply, howsver, is very scant, and is limited to one mll,v
a remnant of the ‘ortuguese.
Communication Line
There are no roads on the island at present. However, the oil

‘ : company has built some oart trails to take oare of the necessary traffic.
41
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Yet, there is ovidonu of old roads which uu diupp«red because of

disuse. All the villages are inter~linked. by mnt of miml roads and

trails only. All of these trails meet in ,L_if;t'whiqh is located in the

" north and approximate eenter of the island. .‘!ho'ai.'_i:ralda are ag follows:

1. The coastal road of Qeshm, Dorgsyiné,Ligt,:;ﬁl, duran, Chahu,

Dowld, Kobir-e-Seyih, Darreh Kah, Gari, aé..osga.

2. The coastal road of Qeshm, Sira, Dfrestin, Jalakh, (Sic. jalah)
Kargeh, Kanl, Dastehkith, Basa'id, -: |

3. The intor;_or road of [aft, Kovcrzin. Tdh‘mi_, Direstan,

4. The mhorllor road of Zial to 'Dirggtn;z vhi-_dh intersects other
north a#d south coastal roads. .

S. The interior road of Dorgahin to Suza. .

The roilowin; reads may be considered Vf‘or‘ 1ight meohanized traffis:

1.  Saleh, Direstin, Qeshu | |

2. falah, Laft

3. Dorgahan, laft

In this list must also be included the boats and ships that were
mantlonp(-proviounly. '. | |

There is a telephone and telegraph line betwsen Qeshm and Bandar:

‘Atbaz, Telephone egﬁimtion sleo exiats between Hengam and Qeshm.

The British subterratndan cable also passes near the 1sland. However,
the island doss mot bemefit from it at present.
Military Significance of Qeshm Island

Beocause of 1ts proxiaity to Bib-o-xomq-_’-u.nd the Iran Mainlend, the

{sland has a very strategic location. The defense of the southern shoreys

of Iran (108 Kilometers away) depends mainly upon effective utilization of

this island. Sovo_xil posaible means of attack on the island are disoussed
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below:
l. In order to have an ot‘foctivo»acontrpl over Bab-e-dormosz, it is
necessary to hold and pmﬁot the island of Qeshm.
2. Because of its proximity to the shores of the minhnd,» particular-
ly at 106 Kilometers distance (the shorss of Aowr<Khamfr), the island is a
stepping stone to Iran shores, and its protection 1s of utmost importance.
3. 4coess to this fsland will greatly facilitate infiltration into
the Bandar'Abbas - Kerman Road, or the enoiraclement of this area via the
. route between LAr and-Ganu, | |
It 1s therefore necessary to defend and protect this important base
against all intruders. The mﬁun_tains surrounding the island can provide
the defenders wit& 1deal positions ovorlook;_ﬂg an area of 30 Kilometer
radius, . _
The ecastal areas of the island are easily accessidble, especially | -
the southern seations at Susa, Shib-e-Deris, Direstan and Goldin.
Sino.o. the southern shores of the gulf we 50 to 60 Kilometers away
. ' fron the sensitive positions mentioned nbofo.. surprise attacks oan bc
N . vory easy ard simple, | | |
Conelusion. Together with the group of“hlvmdc in the entrance of
the gulf, the island of Qeahm oooupies a very strategie positionm, mee-
eszaitating ’adoqmto protection and defenss of the island. The level
nlainsg iz the interier of tae island can provide oxojllontvs« plane
bases. |
The straight of Clarcnoi‘ is an sxcellent location for submarines, and,
even Army trancpért base, which will provide for successful operations in

Bab-e~tormoz whenever ocoasion may arise.
The 1sland of Geshm, ‘Qogother with the surrounding islands, is like a
! “ : .
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apear, thmtoning tho ‘sntrance of the pgulf and the Omn 80;. Suoh &
posiﬁon gan be undor.d nry useful in aontrouing tlu traffio in t:ho
gulf. It is therefore necesss ry that: .
l. Land, ses and air bases be os_tablishod on the island,
2, Adn§mto atronghoida and supfﬂy dumps be ﬁroﬂdod for troops,
‘especially in Qeshm and Btu'!du vun;u. | _ |
3. The prennt mda be rondcud usotul !‘or atricieat trarrie and
V other ronds be wnstrWd.
4, e ilprovo the ooonouc eonditionu of the hland by cperating
. - fh: wines, and improving the health, sduution, oomm and agriculture
| of the isl;id,_.._ud thua__“prcvent 1nhab1tuiﬁ from mimfhzon into other
sections, and vtttnct dther 1migmnto ﬁé'thc iahéd# |
| 8. Suf'fieient troeps, plmn and nhipa be stntioned on the nlmd
‘during peace time so tht the men may hoom nll uuoned and acouttomd
to the olimtic eonditiom. o
8, Efficient mtroning oyum be set up to facilitatc entrance -

and centralization of ships in the waters of Clarensce.

.'  Finally, with sueh undersakings, 1t 18 hoped to proshdd

3~n‘3

. the luprouacy
of thn 1sland ‘and, as far as possidle %o provide adequate dofonso and
protcotion facilities. tor other sections of the Pbrsiaa Gulf as wcll as
the ontraneou into the. eountry. “ |
Wap pf the Ialand.nr Qeshm and {ts co;parativo'loéution.
| . CHAPER VIT - |
The Island of Hengam |
Sequence of the study of Hengam Island 1s as followas
1.  Introdustion o
2, Nntun_l._?uturn

, . 4
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‘ v Table #1
cmmcmng;cs OF COASTAL AFFAS SUITABLE FOR LANDING
Jeshm Sasd Direstan Kirgeh Basa'Tda
Anchorage Possibliiities During calm
OQKO B chc OOXC *a“l”‘ OOK‘
Dopth of Water 3 meters 5 meters’ 4 ueters 3§ meters ‘13 meters
Anohorage Distancs Prom 300 meters 200 meters 500 meters 500 meters Close to shore
The Shore
" Conditions or The Bottom Pavorable ~ ““Vavorable Favorabdle Pavorable l'ivofsblo _
Good for Construction of Jetty Jetties are Co )
Protection Agninst Wind Ashorage is impossibdle diffioult to . Impossidle: Imposaible
In114 . S
Condition of the Shore Clay & Rock ang Sand & Bock  Sand & Eoek Sand & Kook
45
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. . Table #2

SBTTLEMENTS IN THE SOUTHERN SHORRS, IN THE VICINITY OF THE COAST BETREZK QESHM AND BASA'IDU

Mame of the Settlement Distance From Qesha Fopulation fissources Administration Remarks
3ome wheat,barley & Townahip; with a  Very few trees (dates)
Qeshm : 2200 animals, (insufficient mayor, schooX, Portuguese remains
' for the native consump- oustoms and ¢ivil with cannons of the
tion) patrol period still exist
o Benefite derived from tias comparatively
Ramehi 5% Kilometers Several fishihg . large date groves
families _ :
Yak Korzeh 28

Barley & wheat to the
Saza - 40 o 1500 extent of pative needs Customs & oivil
only. Approximately patrol
400 sheep and camel;
very few donkeys

. Several
¥asan : - 4 families
Shib-E-Deris - I . ‘150
Direstin ' 54 ‘200 Benefits derived from  Custome and oivil Has a good date
) fishing . patrol _grove
KXovarsin 68 30 Pishing and a little
Families wheat
Tonsyow 64 ' 40 . Fiahing, some wheat & i das a date grove
) barley.
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Naggasheh 68 30 Fishing, some wheat Customs and oivil Many date groves
& barley patrol
Salakh 79 800 Fishing, some wheat A large stecl smoke -
& barley stack is located
near the oil well,
at the coast.
25 fishing, some wheat tiemains of an in-
Kdrgeh 105 Families & barley complsted jetty
26 .
Bamakdan 119 Families Salt
o Several
Kan¥ 136 Families
Butsmar
Dastehkih 170
Easa' Ida 215 620 Fishing, soms pgrains Customs, civil Date groves, banyan

and animals

patrol, and
naval patrol

trees; ruine of a
stone jetty 4 meters
wide and 60 weters
long, where British
battleships snchored
during the wars.
There are alao ruins
of the British fuel
dumps and conatruc-
tion, together with
their machinery.
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' o Tadle #8
® ®

SEYTLEYEN?S EETWEEN BASA' IDU AND QESEM, 1L.OCATED IN THE RORTH 3HORES OF TUE ISLARD OF CE3EM

Eame of Settlement Distance from Population "Rezources Administration Remarks
. Basa'idu
Khar{ B Kilometers 50 Families  Some produce, and Customs and civil patrel - Date groves ..
‘ animals ' for the exportation of salt :
Darrehkidh 16 Several Bas an extensive date
families : _grove
T , Several ' -
Xanir-e~Seyih 22 - families
Several
Dolu 26 families - - - )
. : : , ] - T Several : D . Small date grove
Chihiay-s=-'Olya 28 familiee = L
Saveral 3oms produce, and . o Exteunsive date groves,
Chihuy-e~3ofi€ . 20 families animals - - and cargo vessels,
N ' : ; The "darine Forest',
Gura 42 80 Sone produoce, and in the Clarance Strait
families animals teging here, and ex~
: tends to & width of
180 "“no_
_ 30 Some produce, and I
CPal 62 - - famklies animals : :
T 30 ~“Scme produce and ~ Gustoms and oivil . Hae date grovess 1s
‘Eovarzin 72 families “approximatsly 40C patrol _ the junotion of all
cows and camels for . . - ) the roads in the islan-
mtive use; 366 fresh : - . remains of Nadeti per-
and salt water wells, o jo0d including a vast

castle with big cannon
and 5 small castles.
It ias the largest
hamlet olose to the
sainland (approx. 2
kilometers). It is de-
lieved by the inhabi-
tants that there used
to be a connecting
bridge between the
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island and the
warshland st this _
point. The setile~
sent, in this

" particular section;

is therefors eslled

"Fol” (Bridge)

. : ’ V Ll Several
Allih Malek 903W Families
e ] Several ‘A-seall asowmt
‘Poy Posht L Families of produce
v .Several. 4 small amunt-. ' ‘ 3
Zeynadl 100 Families ol pye i v :
T o Several A sma mﬁf $oall date groves
BonKih 106 Pamilies of produce :
0 _ —
Karl 110 Families L Small date pgroves
R - 300 A small amount of _
" Dorkahan 114 Families produce and few . Small date groves
i . : B . . animals S T
ﬁli 134 30 A svall amowmt o?
N Families = producs and faw. Small date groves
: v e 7 aniwmlse - L
Qeshm - 150 See Table
S &2
h [
)
o
52
Efz
505
o & &
- 5 @
oo 5
sa 2
o
47 8 e«

uo1
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%. Eoongmio Features
4. Politieal and administrative features
B lillﬁry features
"8+ Conelusion
Introduction
Like the rest of the islands in the Persian Guif, Hengiam has been
under the domination aad influence of various nations at different times.
It was, at one time under the Dutch mdx}..ntor uﬁdor the eontrol of the
Portuguese who infilterated into other islands and parts of the gulf, The
~ latter constructed a castle in this island in order to brotoct their com=
mercial interests by means of bdlocking the entrance to Bad-e-Hormos. The
castle was well f‘orti,_f_iid by eannons, the remains of whioch are excellemt
historioal evidence of this era. |
The Pertﬁgnoeo downfall was brought about after loo'ynrs of domina-
tion, when they were driven out of the gulf dﬁring the ﬁim of Shah'kb&l
the Great, by the help of the British i;hvy. ‘!"hul cane & ooipleto delivere
anoe of the islands and the gulf ports rrouvltiiu hands of the Portuguese,
. _ Hencg the British succeeded the Portugéuo. and began to etrengthen
and fortify their positions in the ses. - |
Because of its str.abto_g_lo position, . ul.h’u was established, and
approximately 33 buildings were congtructed 1# the northeast section of
the island. A jetty (80 meters long tnd 8 noﬁrc wide) was also oonc‘trnéted.
The se odiﬂ«c, built to strengthen the naval force, also included a post
office, a wireless with several transformers and aoriais. making contact
with other points om the gulf,
This condition leasted uatil the year 1934 when the Iran Navy and the

power of the Imperial zovernment increased. .The British, then, had no
oy
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ohoioe but to leave the island; and thoy.' oi&bii';i:od their. son tase at the
Caps of Ghanam (h"‘l-cham) sand the Gulf of Khishab. (mu 1atter bass.
has sinnar ahammrhtiu as this uhnd, ‘besides a few additional
,ndun(bagn)._. This island was aleo rolpqc.d from the British control,
later, and it was placed under the proﬁ‘&&oﬁ* of the Imperial -ﬂavy.
A§ present there is & naval observation pé.s. built by the Iran
gevoénmont and a"'jotty eonatructed by 'tho Britisgh. B
7y soene of the Hn Hengam, taken rm the straight betweens Quh!u and
Hengan.]<Fig | | |
The equipment and buildings lef't by thﬁ"’llriti'a‘k include 33 hui-idingl,
& Jetty and a complete weather etation. v.bjllthoﬁt regular repairs tﬁd up-~
| kocp, eho bundiugi and the jetty will ovontmlly b-oouo 8 ™SS or ruins.
Physieal Futuru |
‘The island of Hengim 1s located '-sgutm.Qt of Qeshm, and south of
3hib Deris. The shortest distance from snx{fn-ric ts 3 Kilometers, which
roﬁq; a strait providing excsllent ahoihr from the sea winds (thanks %o
thjo mountains ollf.th-___ on one side and the highlands of Hengim on the
. other. The British ships had alao ulo@toﬂ this section for their o
soBhorage, The uhn(h 98 Kilometers long and § to 6 Kilemeters wide,
with bmfru,s of 50 sq. Kilomsters md'_@_ perimster of 28 Kilouters.

. Bengam 1s llapod like an iuoupiiito oo&. extending northeaat %o
southwest, with {ts wvamll base townrd Sm.bboru, widening as 1% oxtonda
aouthnrd. ' . ‘

The shores of Hongan ars urutoll and apprnoh the sea with gentle in-
olinations. The water, nsar the shore, 1s deep enough for easy nuvigation
of:gho boats, especially iﬁ tho' northoutjn shotqs in the vieinity of

Hengam-o=Now (3i0 New Hengim), where the water is deep enough (10 to 18
, o _
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weters for the anchorage of ships near the jetty.
There aré numerous low hills of linuton‘ composition on the island.
The highest peak is that of Tappeh-e-Matird (103 meters high).
The olimate 1;._@11: and hipid. The water supply is limited to the
reservoirs where the raiomater is preserved for the native consumption.
Besause of the water conditions, guinea-worm {1lness prﬁulla in 'tﬁu
1s1and also. | : »
The comparative distances of Hengim ares | _.80 Kilometers from lix?t,
55 Kilometers from Qeshm, 3 Kilometers from ﬂhlb Deras, 50 Eilometers.
.. from Jas{rat al-GChanam and 68 Kilometers from ngo Sheykhias'ud (Shayk_h"
| Mas'id). . | |
There are cix-'iottlenontu‘ in the island, two of whish are more nié-
nificant than the rest. Thess two are Hengimee~Now and Honci:‘_:-o-xohnoh,.
while the remaining lesser settlements are ﬂoﬁlﬁ_ib!. ArasIi~e=ley, Bishh and
Q. | |
hith the exception of iengsm-e-Now, all the villages have numerous
trees (dates are wore proﬁhnt). There are, in Hongin-‘-l_ahnoh, oltrus
. troes, pomegranates and rié-,_, besides dates. |
, | RBoonomic Features
Faraing in the island 1 1nsurrioiont, ‘to alleviate the needs of the
{nhabitants. A certain um@t of produce must be imported. Even dates |

“are not quite suffiocient, and have 4o be imported. Pigh is more atundant,

and oo_nsti.tu‘tu ‘the chief dlet of men ai well as the animals.

‘Mines. Salt and lead mines are found on the island, but they have
not yet been excavated,

The n_gjor oocupntu;n of the populace comsists of fishing and penri

diving,.
50
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In tho past t!u trade rohuomhip of tho {sland was urried on be~
tween the Omnu and other adjacent h.rborl. hto).y. however, the entire
trade of the innhihnto is with the Iranian barbors especially Bcndn‘
‘Abbis. o e |

There ia ono-’-_.'-m-tou ship on tho'@lhnd whioh bo}_.gngi to one of the
mrchanu. . .‘

B\tn‘ings of K.m- Island (the hhnd of Qoshm is on the hori,on)

~ Politiocal and Adminhtmtiﬂ Features
‘ Administration of Hengam ls under the township of Qeshm, The h?nd-
man of the island is appointed dy the nygr of Qeshm. HengAm-e-Kohneh is
the selt of‘ the island. | » |
There are in &npl-o-hhnoh. mioip&l offices, ou:ton-lmuu, pont
and telegraph, health office and quarantine station, and a professional
school with 25 students. | |
Telephone communication between ;éuh and this island is also used
to relay telegraphic messages to other places,
Tli_oro is a oivil pasrel station in Hengamee<Kohneh.
Antmal trails in the interior of the islead are, 1lks tbe settle-
ments along the nhorolin. ‘ |
‘Population, Poyuhtion of the island was, at one time, betwsen BOO
and 1000. Howsver, because of sonstant immigration the present population
does not excesd 300, half of whioh live in Hengam-e-Mow and Hdengam~ge= |
Kohaeh, and t!u rest are scattered to other ﬁ‘lhgu.
. nuurf Features. Although the island don not possess any oqonénie
uignu‘imneo. its strategic importance, because of its natural i’nturu is
ovident tor ‘the following reasens:

81
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1. Since this 1sland oocuples 11 Kilometars of the waters of the
galf, and its proximity to Rh al-Kusandas M Bib-e-formos decresses the
_entrance to the galf by 11 Kilometers, it will aid tresendously in the
effective blocksde of Blh-&-m'. As u; h‘popalarly known, the Island
of Henghn is the iey to Mib~e-Bormor. |
‘2. As s reslt ofmfmuonofuwehmmmm
1sland of m.afumabh&rmbau is also formed. |
3. This island, besides the fact that it protects the djmt
thon.. it can also create a great dsal of inconvenience to tm.lhn.
@ 4 e falend 1a 1denlly loosted vith resect to the supply ehips thad
operate in the Persian Oalf snd the Sea of Oman are wvery similar,
5. The importance that "urlous travellers® (fifth columnists)
give the 1sland (frow the poiat of view of the eocupation of Bab-s-Rormos),
renders more W to the defense valwnvéﬁtt_hh feland, |
With thees in mind, the foﬁmh\g factri; nwdinc the defense valus
- of the island, are vorthy of notice: "
1. The island 13 e convenient base for‘ﬁraﬁogic opcutim. Who~
. ever kas control sver this islsnd cen also ptn complete freoden of |
actica in Bib-e-Bormos. | |
3, Defense of this m-u is similar u he geseral strategy
required for the protoctun of other hhnh.v !t is like a otcppine,
stons or a forwmd echelon for the lelamd cf_wuh. Ite lion and
defense, therefore, is of utmpet importance. Ascass to Fengan vill aleo
mean eventusl sgoess to Geshm, and, &s & remilt, to the sharew of the guif,
3. Beowise of ite sise, 1t csn easily be defendsd by s weall force,

52
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With the above t(oti;al-facta in mind, the dc!'onu-:of‘ the illﬁd DAy
- be considered from m points of view: | |

l. lLong range: dofo:;n

2, -‘Short nn';o-dot‘mﬁ _

Long raage defense oonsiutl of puwutia; ouriou travellers” and
enemy ships from sntering the gulf. This actiqn 13 possible by means of
battlashipa. airplances, and mining thd- waters, - Thorough dlnounéipa of )
the dof’onu of this illnnd is not in our t‘iold. . _ .

‘ ' 3hort range dorcn“ coneists of dc!'ond!.n; the ieland proper ty.lnat
| approaching forces tnd the landing or trpop;. The ontiro_sborolino‘iq
: ‘ouuy aa“;ctblo by hugng onfﬁ. :,. Thofgtgu- dnnsirc from landimg should
be expected from all sections of the island, -
I-‘urthofnorc it is necessary to defend: ,
* 1. chgun-o-llow, because of the ease uth whish ships can opproaeh
the island; and, .
2, Hengim-e-Kohneh, Mokhabl, and KhonfZey because of their location
. | ~ around the chtyanco of ﬁhc ialdd_ and the ltif_it, and the ease with which
'. oneirclewnt of Hdengim qu aéaon u the stnif and, as a result, access
to ;eshm; is possible, 3
| Concluoign _
As a result of t& ntudy@f the phﬁsiul.'and military features of
t “the island, we conolude that . tlu uhhd possesses a very strategioc iooa-
tion at hb-o-domol, and it 1: oomuond & very important place in thic :
struit, regarding t!u dotonn of the shores gt Inn and Arabla, It is a
" very important base for mul operations at hb-c-.ﬁom:, and can ocontrol
* operations in both seas, épmu-i‘ly, it can be considered the Key to Babe
e-dormos. A very oonnniu{t’i base for submarines, and an exoellent forward
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echelon for naval operations and the defense of the country.
CHAPTER VIII
Hormos
Introduction
Tho' Island of Hormoz has a hizstoric fame, Strabon writes, "The
Island of dormos (ancient Owgrobis) is losated im the south in the middle
of the sea, 2000 Zstads from Eerminya. The témb of Ertiras (shaped like a
large mound) is 1ocutod‘in this icland, Sections of barren land, in the
‘ center of the 1ahnd, have bsoome green, Ertiras was the King of this
country, and the ses was named after him",
The {mprovement and progress of the 1sland began in the XIIIth
Century. The King of Hormos conquered Kish and Bahreyn (Rahrain), end

the 1sland became a trade market of the 'gult for two centuries,

After the Arad conquest, & group of Zoroastrians stayed on the island

| for 16 years, and, later, they migrated to India. Marcopolo visited the

‘ island twioe during the latber pert of the 1'IIIth Century. The town of
Hormoz, duilt toward the end of this osntury, was the most reknowned city

. of the porioﬁ, for two cepturies. Most of the explorers have written
detailed descriptions of this city. Adrik (sp?) refars to the city (in

his memoirs), "dormos is a city in the oenter of the sea, It is a re-

knowned aity, the trade expansion of which has become & parable everywhere”.
| Another explorer alzo writes, 'ﬁémz' i3 a harbor, im the middle of
the sea, w‘!‘nch has no equal throughout .t'ho world., Merchants travel be-
tween here ﬂnd all countries of the sorld in order to exchange their
wares. All kinds of merchandise are easily obtainable here."

During the attack of the Portuguese the island had an army of 30,000

1 ' men,
| B4
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Attcntion of Abukurk (Portuguese). to th&l 1alnnd was mostly boctusc ;
of 1ts econcmis and military signiriocnoo.: Aa Iy rbsult of successive
battles he was finally able to attain his Laeal by osnquering the lsland
and controlling 1ts sconomic activities. K

After the conquest of the island, a ucﬂm by the name of Varana
wag dodioatod to the Portuguou for building & ocastle (1507 aD). Aﬂ:er
the oomplotion of the oastle in 1580, 1t was baeiogod by a Turkish general
(Pirveg) tor a period of one nonth. ruu aoct, howsver, was unsuc_oou.(‘ul

@ and the gmml diverted hia attention to Qeshm. 1n: 1687, shih!Abbie
decided to ount the Portuguuo. -m. on Jmmry 20,‘; EmdmGolY Khi‘n‘_uﬁupufod
to attack the island with the ald of the En‘;lﬁh Bavy. The Porbuiﬁqi,'o '
castle was .boaiogod on February 9, and after a .boriod_ of continued |
rosistc'mco, the Portuguese snfrﬁn’dorod to the Britlish on April 23 of the
same year, | o | |

After the defeat of the Portuguou the ci.ty was lci‘t in conploto
ruins. The dm-.go was 80 great that nothing rmino of the old city
exgept & smll village with a populatlon of 12-6_)_0 to 1300 who are emploe
yod in the wines of "red dirt” (Iron Oxide). ) ‘
Physical Features. The hiltorlo island ot Rorwos whach is alm one ot
the most profitable ielands of Iran, is located seutheast of Bandar' Abbis,
and northeast of Qethi.'- Thn 1(&1@“ is 53 Kilomtou from the shax;oa of
Iran, 22 Kiloweters fron Budur'.ﬁ.bbu, 18 ruomm-. from QJeshm and 18 |
Kilometers from Lirk. Al} nppmchu to she island reveal mountains with
. .sumnits characterized by thc:lr beautiful dolors of red, violet and white.
The morthern uetson of thc 13land is prohngod. An& it is thn.pcd
somewhat like an ovnl with a clrounrunu of eono mtors. Its long ax_i‘s

1s 73 mouun and the short axis is s& Kilometers.
55
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 The mountalns are mestly of rock compositica, snd resch an sltitale
of 420 weters, | |

nnphmofthmuthwmmnntofmioh&m
soveral Kilemeters vide. Toere is no drinking vater n the islend, The
~-engire vater supply is iaported from Qeabm or the neighdoring shores.
- Temparature rises up to 60% in M.v'.and 1°C below sero in winter,

The olisate is milder than that orm&'nu.ua'mm ahifts
scoording to the seasonal vinds of the gulf, It rains culy in winter, snd
ummu-mmmmmwummumm |

. duringthom

mtﬁ.ﬂdhns, uhnfmw!umtw:mt inthaua

Translated by
Geograhio Names Seetion
Arny Map Servicge
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~Ihe Jnbabitants.

The island ie scantily populated; however, becanse of the tam Iron
Oxide mines (red soil) spproximately 1200 employess are ssttled there,
Begides this maber, there are gavernment QuplWQ sl various workers
dringing up the total population to 1600, The cnth'o.pope.huon of the
island depends upon the mine for livelihood, Yere the mines closed, no
one would remain on the island,

Governsental offices include a customs house, post office, manicivality,
office of the nines, and a solieol with 70 pupils, Daring the heat of sumser

© the entire group of workers migrate to Xinab and the shores of the wainland;
the only uaidnntﬁ of the igland, at this time consists of a group of I to
40 workers who stay behind in ordsr to guard the nines and the belongings of
their fellow workers, |

The entire produce and meeds of the ielmd is imported, ,

Mlmmshmtﬁmmdﬂnnof%lnmumm.

The employees live in teaporsyry brick tuildings. |
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Remaing of the old city of Hormos 1s intlu -iorth of the island, at
the vicinttj of the Portuguese castle. A minarst whiok gives cvidaqci of
a mosque, still remfni in-'tﬁo city. - '

~ Comstal Areas | -

The shores of eh;.'. island which are fortunately locatad in the sast
‘and south (toward thSVSOt of Oman), arofiountaiﬁnua, with steep inclina-
tions eztonding into bhn sea, under ths wntcr. fhis ccndition crcutin
dangers with which the sea crafts have to sopo during heavy winds and
storms., Strong east winds often drive and cruth the boats ngatnat beuldors.
2 (Sic) = The level areas (Yorth and westarn aoctiona) |

~Th; shore submerges under the sea with.a-very geatle inclination,

The dopfh, one kilemeter from the shore, is § to 13 ﬁators. It may be
said, fhérorora, ﬁhnt ships of 10,000 tons eapacity can npéroaoh within
kilometer of the skoro; and small barges oan:unload passengers on the
shores in this section. |

This level eqctlon is the same area where the old city of Hormos
and the Portuguese oastle, was onoce 1ocated.?llta aitltudo is 1} Kilo
. '. meters. - |

. The harbor. There is no harbor construdﬁion in this iilaid.. Only ;,
fow sections have been prepared or the landing of bnrg.l by maans of dirt
fillings. One ton bargoc can thus anchor d&roctly ln tha 1sland propor.k
Dirt banks have been prepared as subctitntol for Jottiol wharo boats are

- loaded with their cargo ot dirt,
There are two harbors on the 1aland; one is oﬁlled Bandnr’Abbto whieh
hae been established as a pert of Bandar'Abbas on the mninl:n&a and tho

other is Bandar-e-Hinib established as a pert orﬁﬂinlb of the mainalnd,

There is also a plaae near the mine where smaller boats ordinarily doai.
| 57 |
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Bosides the sbove thno polnts there are oﬂm mtiou in the |
 $sland where nnllonﬂmhndduﬂugthm-m In the mountainous
mtlon. however, anchoring is limited to t\s or three localities whm

landing 1s possidle uly‘ doring csl.n dwu_.‘
Undervater boulders in the northwest and mthut (3% 3 neters
‘belov the wrfaoe), nacessitate uteost cmutien ﬁl%mﬁiu. Persons
unfesiliar vith thess aonditicas are 1iable to crash their boats against
the stonss, XNative navigators csn easily mr: sround thess bouldars.
" Thare are sbundant fish in the waters near the shore,

A sosne of the Portuguese Castlé on the Coast of Formos
' B8-A
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' The sscient clty of Morwox vas bullt during the reign of Arfashir,
The tm vas densely pomhma
Alhuqum s well known Portuguese admiral nfur ptnlng control over
 the -horu of India, ocoupied the Island of Homs in order to dtwrt the
. commeree of Irsn from the scuthern ports w India and to tacu.uato the
- uvt;ntion of Portuguese marchant ships in these waters., He bailt a vast
mtlo, in ths vicinity of the munc city, vhere its resains gtill stand
\d.th tho sae grandeur vlu.ah portrqrc ‘the mu of the tuillders,
.' - Bince thu uil boads of the perioed nulpm close to the lhoru.
eonctmction of the castle vas engineered in maoch a fashion that traffic of
‘ the vessels sailing between Hormos and th-.nm could be under constant
‘obssrvation. '. B
The castle occnptnmuuot mw w-m.mh four towers, sash
wmnmmmm mﬂvithnn.ainmuthhk.
The interior of mmmmwmmmtommm
' and 1t vas equipped vith housing facilities %0 vrovide coufortable living

. zwmmum.-mrmmmwmm.
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Since water is one of the most 1mporto.nt nccouitioa of 11fe in the
’couthorn islands, the buildors of the castle m«l ‘made adequate provisions
for a constant supply of this preolous element., Indeed, the reservoirs
were 50 well construoted that they not only prdv'idod coal, wholesome wat';er‘
- throughout. the year, tﬁoy were even bomwd proof. FRainwater drains into
i-.hoso reservoirs by means of numercus p;}p" t'rom“t_h_o roof's of the buildings
without any waste whatsoever. .
The roofs were constructed in such g-._fuhton that during rainfall
regardless of duration.__-'j"t!;:e drainage vas :'l:utficicnt: to provide the ine
. . habitants of the cnat_i.i with daily ntioﬁsg Thie drainage was conduocted,
e rron the ‘aro@ outside the walls, dy mam{“i_’f pipel,.',ginto the castle, In
: thil:_ manner the water nl freed from dirt.and foreign particles before
_entering the castle, | | . |
- Each regservoir: hu two doors in ordor to tnenitate 1ts use. One
door is the exit whilﬁ the otktr e tho ontnnoo. A wide border surrounds
| _the reservolr in the interior so~that its entire area can be utilired.
Thm, t‘lt’ty men can draw utor at tho umtim, uaing only one entmoo and
. 3 »ono exit,. ; .
| oIt 19 evident from the mnivo ltm eolwc tbat the Portuguese had

utiuud tho urvicn of th.ir a8t - uuhle ongineora and the foremost ot‘

. the Imuian lapidaries, who hlvo lott l romarhsblo sample of the Portuguue
B | art a thousand years old, in Alla. .
Frho scene of & portlon of tho Portuguou outle, taken from the
hﬁerlor of Harmo: Ialund ] “’F’j
There are allo nmrom storaze rooms in tho castle, uch erscted

with spoei;l attantion. and iy construction ou&tahle for the particular

item to be atorod-
59
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Utmost oaution and angineering skill‘hnve besn used in vroviding
places Tor cannons. The cannons were tm;nsportod to various flring '
positions in the taners. over 5ent1e inolinot.

The castle whish was censtruoted prior to the oannons with movable
mounts,is one of the best edifices of tﬁ@ §eriod§_ There are no'unspiritqd |
angles around tho castie, andAﬁho feet of the towérs that were nrovided
with caponiers were ogpqtantiy under thq enomy fire. Use of cannons as
saponiers, in this castle were very adv@htageon., and all positions were
construoted acsording to complete adherence - to: military tactical require-
ments. )
| Resides its locgtion on the shore,;bhc castle had a commanding view
toward the mountuinq;ﬁﬁnd inlorder that the guards of the tow&rs mighf
not be caught;unprobarid from the mountaig side, aingle towafa were ereoted
at various pigoea whioh provided lookout positions outside the castles.

A lone tower has boon'q%ootqd.northeactbdt the castle in order to cheok
the rovements In the east of the laland..

There are four ontranoes into the castle: two toward the sga and

' . | 'tvo toward the island., These entrances t’geilit&te complete defense of
‘the castle externally and internelly, so gﬁnt surprise ntﬁncku are im-
poasitle. Furthe:ﬁore, beoause of its loq;tion in uncpiritod angle, duo.
%o numgioua curv¢t and turns, and many stréﬁg doors, entrance inside the

castle is very diffioult even though the inhabitants miy not 3how eny

resistanoce.

The ;htrtnooﬁgouard the sea is such that lt“f;oilitqtea anchor-
ags o?*bargei close tg.ﬁhe door. Both ohtrancoc'aro lqcatid in the
interior of kwo towora'ﬁhich provide excellent shelter for bargea; In
| ordorkto provynt the dolcondiﬁg vaters from washing away the shores, a
; | “ , 60 - | |
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dike bhad deen oconstructed in the sea about 10 meters from the castle, The
G1ks 18 nov in rutns, and, has reilted in the damage of the castle,
~ Traffic and cosmunicatisn in the interior of the mth was effected
by weans of corridors and mpmnd shelters: m afforM oe-phu
‘ ' protccuon even during mn.
\ ' The construction of the outln h generally tm curwd stones trans-
ported from the bordering mtainl. Iime for the mntmtm has been
| prepared from the fing of fish inetead of unﬁm .
| - Bven though today the castls is in ruins, nevertheless comfortable
@ 1iving is possidle in the interfer, where thers is & temperature difference
' of approxisately 16 to 20 degress esoler than the eateids, |
Bven the xiner dstails of military significance hm not bYeen overlooked
{n this construction, which mh considered ene of the best Nnﬂu&htiﬁ.
of the castles of the day. xt'-ftoot 30 years te 'mfm. the edifice, It
afforded conploi;o shelter for thw Portugusss for 115 years, 'dnring which they
raled the shores of the Persisa Oulf, persitting ne interference from sny
other natiom, o | : |
; . ' Two pointa &re evident from the mﬁruotlon of this edifiee:
1. To protest the umm of th-tr eountry, 1000 Kiloseters w.
the Portugusse endured many huhbtpo. R
2. The dwliemoflm umm lhous\hlohmntmtﬁ
Barovean merchants to thess areas whare W mx nany Mch!pl. _
Later on, the Dutch sad the British m wumm into the sheres.
During the reign of Sheh'Abbas the Oreat, Meas Qoli Kian vho was &

6l
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samcer of one of the tribes of Firs, wes comaissionsd to iorce the
Portuguese out of the ssstle. ibnim Qoll Khin, with the help of the |
pritish Navy, was suctessful in ihis mission, and destroyed the city and
mmm,kccomu»mmummmumum-i
livetle, Instead, & commercisl harbor was built i Kiarim.
| Emém Goll Kban encoumtered nany hepdships in conquoring the islend.
Since ettesk from the ses wag very difficult, he appointed the in lish
mwwﬂmmmmmmmmmumnmcmm
atﬁentiﬁa .of the Portuguese in the castle. On the other hand he lead the
o Irenian pavy from the sorth, in the shadew of the darbun,mdlaum._in
 the :ountainous areas he was well familiar with, The Portugusse had not
sxpected this sudden movement and ware ocmpletely atiracted by the kn:lish
Navy, N | |
Then, in the morning, ‘&hmn.mlﬂ&moamoftmhnd-
ing of the lranian troops, he ordered approximately 500 of his men to cuat
_ the Irenians from the island, ;mcm,mmmm'pn«um
foot of the mountains. Fimally, bessuse of the suitable battlegrounds
. and the ooura;eous undertekings of the Iveaimn Infuntry, the Portuguess
were usssacred, and those hat remained, retrested toward the castle whers
they remained in & state of siegs for & long tims, 'The Poriuguese showed
cgr@tmt ofmumum:mmm -But at last, beeause
MWMNMtofmh_ymhﬁemmhckufmquu
ad, they surrendered wnder cartain conditions (With the iritish as the
arbitretors), and Feturned o Portugels,
M'Qou Khin's bravery snd knowlsdge as un:u his adiliky in
eonzanding his men, is & proverb, todey, in the harbers.
o
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- Army Map Servige
Exoavations ut'.'..t'.ho foot of the mouniaing revesls bodies of Irsnian
and Pm soldlers in various poaitions, iides of P&W ofe
i‘iem are turied in frent of tla ohureh u% the castle, esch tomb
besring a stons ith Portugusee sicns end inseriptions. |
The Mine . |
The iren oxide mine, know as mm (816, 1@y red dirt) hes
beea in use for many ...m... miram benefited from ﬁn soil which
1is used a-m in painting lumuer, au.lwrh,phim, cloth, etc, Atandines,
espe ol wining end th hn'nv-xtva.ﬁh-ls_no m importance
in the vworld merkete, 'lu Test feature is ite Mtv (65 w 80%)
| The precedurs of excevation is Mmy. Imutd.u pro=
cura*ihudopﬂu of 10 to 12 meters. ammm wop layer, the
muuwmmmd, andupond. Minotninmlnqmru
thrudaﬂofhm, uacoatotlai!uh. The market price of the ore
is 2 Pound eterlings snd 15 Shillings, under op'lm contracts, and a8
bigh as 13. ouhon:lm ,
e present yurl' export is éom tons, although higher rates of pro=
. dusticn ean be possitle. It bas been foreoasted that the mine oen be
produgtive for mﬂnr 100 nm in whe presmt loostion, Other mum
can also be operated under muu- ooadn;uu.
© Ome of the eharecteristies of the mive is the lack of need for
special mochsnical tools. ay'm of orvinary tools such as shovels
- and pick sxes, wwﬂmnanprm Looation of the
mine is very simple. The brilliant coler of the s0il and tha waters
nearty are positdve evideness of the presemce of the minersl,
There is 56 Linid 10 the ssount of produetion of iren axide ere,
63 ‘
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axoept “or the labor supply wnich i3 very acarce in the heat of summer,
when the mine is closed. If living conditions are improved, summer vao-
ation will be minimized,

The Iron Oxids nines are the most profitable of the Iranian mines.
Profits are large zompared with labor dﬁd the extent of trouble. This
faotor alone has beon the Gause of the popularity of %his island. 1In
neace time it rondsrs great services to the country, while in war, it
undertakes the lurgest task of dofending>tha saores of the mainalnd. This

. last point is a great honor for the lsland cf dormoz.

There are also salt ®ines in the island, ylelding approximately 3000
tons a ysar - & very easy operation. At present, however, tue llilnese
nrines are in grest competition with 1t, and there are no buyera for the
salt of Hormoz.

¥illtary significance of the island., It &s evident (rom tie natural
features of the {sland that, besause of roeky shores, landing on the
soathern zoast of the 1sland is extremely difficult, while the uorth and

. eastern portion of the island are level plains ahich facilitate landing.

‘ The ground in the north and eastemn plains have gentle inclinations
tovard the sea. The depth of the watsr, one Kllometer from the shore is
6 to 13 meters. 3hips of 10,000 tonnage can, thereslore, auchor within
one Kilometer of the island.

Furthermore there is no harbor or aimilar construstion on the island,

Thanka to the dirt banks, t»0 sections of the ialand oan deneflit from
tals Jetty-like protruslom whers baries can anchor direotly close to dry
land,

Besides the tares s;otions of the island, approachable throughout

the year, small barges oan approach the shores during oalm wa ters., In
64
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An'd south of Bandar ' Abbas. '

larak is 12 Kilometers from Qeshm, 20 Kilometers {rom Hormos, 40 Kil-
ometers from Bandar ' Abbaa and 50 Kilometers from §h6 ‘Ommin (Oman) coast.
Ruins of a oastle with ro@ins of cannon barrels, reliocs of the Duteh and

portuguese, are still seen on the island,

2, Natural Features. The island of larak is in reality a mass of
higzhlands emerged from beneath the waters. : Its entire surface, therefors,
is mountainous, and only in the north and sortheast, a strip of level
ground ¢an bYe seen, with a gentle inclination. This strip, between the

‘ ahore and the hizhlands, varries between 200 meters and 2 Kilometers depth.
In the sc;uth, however, the mountains meet the sea.

The mountain is mostly rooky, with susmits as t_‘ollovu (masimum alti-
tude approximately 300 meters): Kihes-Shikhan, Kih-e-Kiranl Kih-e-Bita An,
Kuheo~Rini, |

The latter mountain, located southeast of the island, has a level top
(table land) where the remains of several buildings and a reservoir oan
still be seen. Thé fisland has several protrusions in the sea, which are,

. fa-t to weats |

Ashgoft, in the northeast; Ra's-e-larini, in the north; Barju, in
the northwest; Sanani, in the west; and Sandam in the south.‘ _

ﬁ‘ho entrance (gate) of the Portuguese Cutlo gnd the castle above it]ﬁ- Fig-

The only point from where easy approach of the island is possible is
at the Cape of Maraneh, Here at 900 meters of the shore, the water is 20
to 25 uufou doop.v |

Ships oannot approach the southern shores beéause of the roek bottom..

During southern storus and wind, ships m take refuge in the northern

shores of the island, while, such a refuge is impossible during northern
és
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the mountain regions, except in exceptional times, and during calu sea,
landing ie pouiblc only in two or ‘hree places.
The northern shores of the {sland, protected from the northern and
western winds, affords ample refuge for the ships, |
| ion olnte A
ﬁcmn of cupcianwly significant hiy,hlm&o,'ébnrvation'funcuons
~on the vhland are sasily accomplished, If two observation posts are provided
in the west and northeast, the entire section of the west, nofthwest end
southenst of the island vill be placed under their protection, It is believed
. that ia only two tmrn. to be located in eho aouthnct and northeast, would
be sufficient for efficient patrol work,
The south and scutheastern nortions of the islend whers anchorage is .
difficalt, do not require additional posts. More effort should be exvended
in the dofgnn of the north and northwestern secum §f the island,

CHAPTER IX
The Island of Larak
1. Introdusties
@ 2, Natural Features

3. Economic ?dnt of View

4, Hilitary point of view (importance of defense of the island)

5. Conclusien

| introduction |

The Island of Larak (approxisately oval in shape) ie 11 Kilometers leng,
7% Kilometers vido with an approximate cirounferance ot 26 Kilometers, I$ -
is located east of %lhn. southwest of Hormos and south of Bandar'Abbas,
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Larak is 12 Kilometers froﬁ Qerehm, 20 Kilometers from Yormoz, 40 Kilo-
meters from Bendar'Abbas and 50 Kilometers from the 'Ommbin (Oman) coast.
Ruins of a castle vith remaina of cannon barrels, relies of the Dutch and
Portuguese, are still uén on the island, |

2, Yatural Featuru.. ™e island of Lerak is ia reality 2 mass of
hiMds emerged from bensath the waters, Its entire surface, therafoz;c.
is mountainous, and only fn'thc north and northeast, a strip of level ground
can be seen, with & gentle inclinstion. Thie strip, between the shore and
the highlands, varies between 200 meters and 2 Kilometers devth, In the

@ oth however, the mountains mest the wea,

The mountaln is mostly rocky, with suumits as follM (maxizom altitode
approzimately 200 meters): Ifh-e-Shakhan, YGh-eeNirani Kih-e-Bita An,
Kih-o-Rand, .

The latter mountain, located southeast of the island, has a level top
(table land) where the remains of several balldings and a reservoir can still
be seen. The island has several protrusions in the gea, which are, east to
west: ' ' _ '

. | Agshgoft, in the tht; Ra' s~o=NarinY, in the north; Barji, in the
' northwest; Sansal, in the west: and Sendsm in the socuth,

The entrance (gate) of the Fortuguess Castls and the castle above it,
, |
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The only point from where easy approach of the island is ‘possible 1a
‘at the Oape of Maviinsh, Tere at 900 meters of the shore, the water is 0
to 35 meters deep,

Ships cannot approach the scuthern shores because of the roak bottom,
During southern storms and wind, ships can talu refuge in the northern
shqroa of the island, while, mch a refuge is impossidle during northern
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winde ;nd ltoma.

. The island hn no roads whutaoovor. !‘hon u.o two very small settle~
ments as follows: |

1.  Teyib, betwesn the probrmion !shgott and uauni, with 30
fanilies (approximately 100 people); thcy ipuk a pooulhr dialect called
Kamzari. ‘

2. Kahee-Bild, in the monnuinl, with 30 families (approximately
100 people); thoir Aanguage is Aubio. r_ho rclt.g_icn of both villages is
of Sunnite sect. ‘

. '8. Economic Point of view, hmu‘,h hpopublo aa,ehie island,
The inhabitants rely on {ishing whioh 1§. plontu"ni on the shores of the
uhnd. Pish in trangported te various porta and aold to passenger ships,
und in exchanye, thoy hport provisions o.ntl dates from Bunchr'tbbu, ¥ingd
and Qeshm Island,

There are only 500 date palus in the island at the village of Teyibe
The water supply is secured from 4 po',‘rbinlly--inod reurvéin during
five monthe of the year, and a minor poreghugo is avallable ..r!.'om 10 wells
|  : . wihich have somewhat lﬁlhﬁo taste, v
There are approximtely 800 goats Am‘l aheep, that are milked for
rmative cornsumption, - = |
YSoono of one of thu Portuguese cutluT’ﬂuu Are viry fow ocows and
donhyl; goats and rabbits are found in the mountains,.
m,'—.' are, on the island, 15 one-min boats, twe 3alt mines used
-ostly for salting the fish. ’
There ia alao an iron oxide wmine on the island, Aooording to the
patives, the produst of the mine was b_olng exported. At the present,
however, there is neo oxvpe.rt'atioi'ot thq”’ ore whioh is not of a quality as

,67 » ‘.l.
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good as the iron oxide of Hormosz.
4. Military point of view. Because of its advance position (at the
entrance of the gulf) the island of lark has a very special significance.
With the help of Qeshm Iiland, the defense of Bandar (Abbids can be effecte
ively executed. |
In order to attack Bandar'Abbas and land on ita shores, ships must
pass between Hormos and the shore, whioh is Sk Kilometers wide. This
strait is rather narrow, aﬁd large shkps sannot cross the channel very
. freely. They must saill between either of the two straits loocated ‘botwun
| the islands of Larak and Qeshm. In any oase the island of Lirak is sit-
uated on the course, and the fire power of the shore together with
| effective mining of the stralt will preveant the pun.gé of ships. 7The .
| fire power f'rom the shores of Larak will necessiate ships to sail 20 to
25 Kilometers away from Lirak and take the course between Larek and the
shores of Oman.
bot'onu of the island. Defense of the ialand has the same character-
istics as the defense of the entrance of the gulf. Three points have ‘to
. be considered:
1. Long range d.ofonsc
2. Short range defense (Home defense)
3. Alr defense | |
{Eonltruetionl at the iron oxide mines, taken from the top of the
ruined castle of the Portugmu‘.] « F ’5’

1, Long range defense is possidle by strengthening ths {ire power .
of the shores and the smaller marine units, or discussed previously.
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AN

2. -~ Short range defense oan be made effective by neans of thic
_waapons in cavoniers; centralisation of fire pbwer in sections where land-
ing is easier; and eateblishment of secondary bases and esmunition dumps

for emergency aperationé.
heervation |

Becanse of the mountainous feature of the island, observation poats
huin to be established on the peaks of the mountains, instead of the shores
and the lowlande,

There are three ideal loccations for observation posts on tis island:

° Hohwe-Maranl, Kih-e-T&bE Xa end iGh-e-Habi.
Esptablishpent of Anchorages

It hu‘ been mentioned prefiously that tha shores of Mar&nl are of
first. class iwportance; ships can anchor diregtly on the beach,

The eastern and the western beaches, on the other hand, are of second
rate importance, Ships cannot aachor im these aress, dut csn eaeily land
troops on the shores,

The rock bottom of the southern shores do,: not permit shipe to
spproach the shores, ,

K Genelasion

The following facts can be concluded from the discuselon 91‘ the
silitary significence of the island,

1, Defense of Bandar'Abbis vill be more effectively carried on from
Iarak Island in conjunction with the islande of Hormos, %ﬁm and fengim,

2. Unlees the defense line is estadlighed in front of this islend,
the entire coast will be involved in active warfm

2, Just as the island facilities effective defense of the zainland,
eimilarly, its occupation will mean a serious handicen to defexaive operations,
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CHAPTER X
Behreyn (Bahrein, Bahrsyn) Islands
Bahreyn consists of s group of islands, scuth of the Fersian Oulf,
in the Gulf of Shalve (Sic, Salwd, Bahr as-Calva (al Salwd)), which
according to historical docuxents has always been a part of Iran. Eoonomie
conditlonﬁ on the island are far superior to any other lsland in the
Persian Gulf. A detailed discussion of the features of the island is given

. below,
introduction
Details of bahreyn and its contiguous ielands
® e |

Ancient relics
~ Fatural resources
. Militery significance
 Bahirein lslands have slvays been considersd ous of the vealthiest
compercial centers of the gulf, Its natural ubms. particularly pearl,
‘havo attracted the hnmbnamiof' tha nearbdy areas, thus increasing the
population of the islsad, |
. According to historieal énmnta. these islands have been s part of
the Iran government trém ancient times. Tabari writes, ™Muring the reign
of the Aghxanids, none of the Arabd tribes had the right of settlement in
Mesapotanle, with m exception of the decendants of vrisonere 6t‘ war,
brought' by “ebuchodonossor, from Aradis, and the Ms of Yamen and the
wilderness of Yeaca snd Hijaz, These Arabs would frequently take reiuge in
Eehrein, after escaping from hard lsbor in their own lands,
“In the early Wt“ the Ilird Century (AD) during the reign of
Ardashir Sesani, there was & king in Bahrein by the nane of Satirun who
70
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yislded to Ardashir after ajm's slegn, snd that later amointed hie
ow deputy to the leland,® |

Becrmse of numerous evil doinzs of the Arabs in the early 4th century,
Shepur II lend his troops into eactions of Arabia, end perticularly
Bmin. ;:uttlhg down the rebellion, In the year 8 of Hijrat, the inhab-
itants of this island accepted the Moglem religion. Dm'iug the time of
Califates they becsme unruly sgain, until one of 'AbG gleNelii-ieiirwan-al-,
Bijaj's generals defeated the insurgents and put down the rebellien,

Numerous persons clalmed prophetical offices and engq:nd in many
battles with the caliphe, One of the ineurgmmts, called Abuga'id defected

' the army of the caliph (yeer 288), captured the latters general with a

nosber of his wen and killed them all in Dehreln.

Ffom thig tice on, the dynasty of Qprmateyan iook possession of the
Babrein ma. and even attacked some sections of the Arabian shores.
One of the lesders of Qormateyan, cslled 'Add Allab had the idea of attegi
ing Meeca, which was later materislized in the yswr 317, end his followers
secured m-nsﬁosion of the eity,

| After the rise to nower of the dynasty of Alwe-~Boveyyeh, the followers
of Qormateven having lost faith in their leader, Suluk'All 'm-i-incad,
cooperated vith the former, and Mo'ss ad Dowleh (Mu'as and Davlah) attacksd
the 1sland ond annexed it to the Mingdom (Z75H), .

During the reign of Saljundyan dynnsty, the governor of *he igland

wag under the comurnd of these kings, Halaiu also attasked the island
in the eorly X1llth centwry, A handred years later, the onglausht wne rensved
by ?mrlm.f’f:_ﬁmé Ak $61AREY ves under the Pereian domination until the
infiltration of the Portuguese, | '

The Portuguese ruled the island for 40 years (and even built a

castle theres), until custed by Shah {iblas the Great when the Iranian nower
71
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was again restored, Toward the end of ths Lafavid dynasty, the Irenian
control over the igland or the shores, becams languid once wore, thus
attracting the gttention of Kader Shah Afehar., After the death of Korim
Ehan Zand, conditions in Iran becmme unsettled and gloudy again, Disorder
broke out sll slong the shores, and Sheykh Ahmed ‘(Shwk:h Ahrpd) of the
| 'Atadi tribe took nossession of Fahrein, Prom that time on outside inter-
| ‘ ference and confueion started on the island, contimaing even today,

These lslands, according to the above hietorieal nroofs have always
mﬁ 8 part of Iiran, like the rest of the islends of the pulf (Sic).
Tewporary infiltration of foreigners doe§ not disprove the clainis of Iran;

@ ¢ the Iroutans settled in this island are fmoatiently looking forvard
to the day when the flag of their beloved country will ﬂy or the coaste
of the island,

Digcuesion of Bahrein and its Contiguous lslands

Behrein includes many emall islands end undervater grounds for nearl
fishing, all located at the mouth of Galf of Shalva (Sic, ‘alwa). The
island prover, called Buhrein, 1s the largest of the groun of ielands (42
x 98 Kilounters), It is located 20 uiles from the peninsula of Jatar,

. and L ailes from atif, The northern section of_ﬁho island is connscted
to the underwvater areas, known as Yarem (farin). Kmrfisht is located
8 miles northwest of the feland and the islamd of Muharrag is located 84
miles northwest of Bahwein,

Distance between the extress end of the southern sane (Ka's aleBary)
and the end of the Gulf of Shalwe (3ie. Salwm), whers the hamlst of Thalva
{Sie. Salws) ic looated, is 65 wiles. v
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The highest péint on the island ie 142 meters above the sea level
and the lowest point iz 1075 meters (3ig).

The dista:.ce between the anchorage of Bahrein and Bushehr iz 361
Kilometers,.

The island is looated in a north and south direstion, with sandy
grounds and rugged mountains in eorﬁain sections., Jabal Dawkhan, for
instance is 124 weters high, The most important town of the island is
Man'amah which is also the capital and the municipality of the Sheykh of

’ Bahrein. This town, alse called Bahrein, has a shore line, three miles
long and a population of 40.000; Two rouds comnect the city to churiyah
(12 miles) and Budwiya (Sic. Bidayyd) (18 miles).

Aorogs lYan'amah, on the other side of the strait of the island, is
located iuharraq (population 20,000) which is the capital of the island
by the same name, This island is 4 miles long and ome~half mile wide.

Another island in the group 1a called Sitri (3 miles by one Qilo),
and another {s known as Umm Nazan, losated i;st of Bahrein. Kest of the

. islands are unimportant,

The above mentioned islands are known by other nawes among Arabs.
Bahreyn, for instance is ocalled Aljasa and Awndl, and was also called
Tilus many 6ontur16; agoe. |

Besides the oities just named, thsre are approximately 100 large and
small villngol in these islands., The ovorali area of the lsland is
approximately 320 square Kilometers.

Climate, The olimate of the island is very humid and unwholesoms,

One of the advantages of the island is the submarine springs walch

are tapped snd piped to the surface by modern means. Consequently, the
| 73 |
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vater of ths island is very wholesome. According to investigatione, this
wateé originates in Central Arabla, coming to the suarface after 160 miles
travel under the ground,
| Ancient Relics and Discoveries
Thore ere numerous ruins in the desert located on the northern eection

“of the island, Excavations by Dorand, Bent, Daridom end Vaid, have resulted
in the Adiscovery of earthen jars thet afe relicsof ancient perieds, However,

" there are no written domnts.‘ saone thege finds, to throw light unon the art
and science of those pjriods. Scientists believe that these relics, as it was

-. guessed nreviously, are not remasins of Fheniciens, They bdelong to nrevious
p'riodl. |

Hatursl Resources,

The islands have very fertile soil, eapable of raising eny sheen and
cows. Dates, grapes and figs are plentiful. With some isprovement in the
water supply, the island can be very oroductive,

White donkeys of the island are very famous,.

| The nost 'wrtmt trade of the igland oonsists of the construction
‘.A and eale of speciel sail buita; end the li'gcst income desides oll, i
derived from pearl fishing. These nearls are smooth and very brilliant,
Oysters are found at depths of 1B to 1€ meters along the shores (100 ¥ilometers
leng). Theee veerls, howver, are mot as white as those of Silan end Japan,
'bﬁt they are ha!'d;r end preferable, Fech yess, 20,000 divers and other men
with 1000 Soa.ts engage ip nearl fighing, which yields 1,500,000 ver yeer,

Tho.approxmu populstion of the island is 170,000, coneisting

mostly of Iraniang, some Arabs and some negroes,
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Another important ssurce of wealth of these islands is oil which

began yielding since 1934, when Amsricans started drilling operatieoms.
Last year the yield of the walls was close to 2 million tone,
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There is even a refinmery on the island, .When the British evacuated
Hengan, they transported all their refinery equipment to the island,
Piscovery nt 0oil has increased ‘the economic significance of this
island, o |
Military significance of Bahreyn
These ielande, becanse of their long distance from Bab-e-tormor, do not
play aay direct role in the defense of the Iran shores. liowever, it gould be
considered a very suitable naval base, with adequately protected ax;chdragu.
8imilar suitable bases can be prepared for airplanes and submarines that
. ‘can oaai).y overate in the gnlf, Its military #i@ificanm increages in
direct vrovortion to the inorease in economic activity, |

Map of the Persian Gulf and the General Features of the Iranian Islands
| | 75-4
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CHAP™?R X1

the le) 0

In the orevicus chapters we have discussed individual chmtortutics
of each island, Below a general svalustion will be given in the folloving

© arder:

2,

[

-9
.

Yeonomic significance of the islands
Living conditione of the inhabitants
M{litary significence of the 1slend

venclusion

Statictice of the population figures show that approximately 26,000

Iranians live on thess nmas. vhich occupy adompautivoly vast area in

the sea, (Including Zahrein Izlande, the pomiation of the islands in t_.hb
| gulf is 125,000). o
Even though the sise of thess islands is worthy of consideration they
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8o not have much economic significance, lack of fresh water and inceab-
111ty of soil, have retarded agricultural sctivities on the ielands %o
guch en extent thet the inhabitents ere forced to fmnort moet of their
daily need¢. The only capable igland ie Kish which has more fertile soil
than other islands,

Zhree varieties of .mines have been distinguished in our diecussion of
the geaeral features of the islanda,

iron oxide nines ocoupy & position of first impartance, The world's

. best deposits are located ﬂt Borwoz, where the ore ia of a more desirable
variety and ie easily obtained, |

Salt wines, found in mogt ielands, are of the second degree inmortance,
but the coumvetition of Chiness mines have reduced their value,

Cil reserves are congidered of third degree importance, The wells in
Wechm were overated for a while, and abandoned later, However, according to
available docunents there s still oil in the island,

P Div

. Shores of the Mersign Gulf and the islands of Iran have very convenient
locatlons for nearl diving, famous throughout the centuries, Foreign and
domeetic merchants have slways congregated in these areas during this season,
with countless mumber of boats, The quality of pearl, even though not of the
highest, is among the very best in the world, Previous yearly catch ueed
to amount to 500,000 rubles {n some yeai's. fowever, vrofite have decilned
recently, mostly becausge oft
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1. The lack of wealthy merchants who can hire necessary workers:
2, Leok of m'oducnvlty of the elores, booauso of ppriodica.l im-
nigra.tion to the Arabian ghores,

Sonstruction of Capgo Fonts
Zoat construction on the islands was, at one time, famous throughout the
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gulf, and even in the Indian Ocean, Inhgbitants of thege islands especlally
those of Jpshu have great sicdl]l in the art of boat tuilding whiech is a
mejor gource of income to those people, The oscupation hag lost its wlendor.
Tor rometine, and it may be gonsidered entinl,v extinct, The m&n reason for
abandoning thé trade is lagk of sufficient awount of srecial boat lumber
vhich has to be substituted with lurber of lesssr uality immorted from
Africa or indisg,
Today, most of the construction materials, sush ag nallg, sails, ste,,

have to be imported, Since this creates a great desl of handicans, the

. inhabitants are almost completely deprived of thege imports. Consequently,
ship building has become an art of the past shich zay be revived again by
alleviating same of the cauges of curtailment,

A'point of great interest and agtonighment, for traveloers, iz the degree
of cemmenstin of the islanders. Contrary to the inhobitante of the @nland.
these neonle are quite nct_ivg’ in the sea, and are very familiar with ‘the
art of ruvigation, They are well familiar with the conditions of iranien

. shores, as well as the shores of Arabis, east Africa, and fhc R:d Cem,
During the nast ccnmrien. inrabitants of thno islands ueed to transport ‘tba
rroducts of the Iranian shores to Africa and Arahia. bringing {n return,
products of the latter countries into Iren, Most of their navigntion was
carried on by means of very small Yoats, Yases of African towns and the
Islond of Yadsgasgar were fawiliar tovics to thase men, Uavigation and
cargo trananrtation was one of the means of the livelinood of the popualace,

. Trapslated by
Geograhic Names Seetion

Army Map Service.

KN
thme e
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Customs and other handiceps have reduced their incowe considerably.
S Fighing
Fish which is one of the most bensficial God-given gifts, playe
& very importent pert in the livelthood of the inheditants. The catoh
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| |
is either consumed or sxported, In nrevious years fish exports to India
and even Africa were of ¢omsiderable amounts, There are meny sisable and
excellent qualities of fish in the gulf. However, lask of special equipment
and the decresse in the amount of direct barter has reduced fishing

tremendously,

The ohief diet of the men, _uxd animalp in thege islsnds is made uo of
fish mostly, XNaturally, the idea of animals feeding on fish, sounds very
peculiar at first, tut a study of the ordingry fora of living of thees in-
habitants will convince the visitor that this is a true faot, ’Piahing is
done mostly oloss to the shores where the inhabitants ere in constant

‘ dally astrugele for their livelihood,

Population of these islands is not in excess of 26,000, who are of mixed
races. The Sea of Oman and the gnlf have always besn open to free sailing,
Mixed nationalities of Arabs, African and Indians have migrated into thon_
areas and have intermingled with each other and the Iranians.

Most of ths population is familisr with the Arab customs and forss

‘ of living, mostly becanse they have been influensed by Arabs in their
associstion with the latter on the shores of Arabia, These peaple are
generally slender and tall, with dark complexion, but are generally
atheletes and strong seamen, dhndren are often seen on the shores play-
ing with midget boats, and, even at this young age, they learn ﬁo cooe
with the wvaves, sometimes losing their lives in such daring ganes,

These natives are very capadble to serve in the naval forces and always
reveal special eagerness for such service, | |

Conversation in most of the fslands is very similar to Arabic with
ocoasionsl dialectic changes here and there, Om Yy emlw tﬁnt Arabie
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1smropm1tthanotharhnsmgoaonthohhnd

The only religious prectice consists of Islam, lnhabitants are

either shiites or sumnites,
Liviag Conditions of the Natives

Pommm of these islands was at one time far more than its present
smount, Ressons for the gradual decrease have already been cited in previous
chapters, I.mk of nntural resources has forced the natives to import their
dally neuuittn. and the only manner in which thau imports can be p.id for
is by means of fishing, pearl diving, carge transportation and boat Wilding,
Since production from thess forme of employment has, for sometime, been
insafficieat to pay for isports, the natives have been farosd to migrate
into otiwr sreas. If such eonditions are improved and means of livelihood are
adoqnauiy provided for the previous immigrents will return te their natin
lands,

In order to exphasize their significance, the history of islands is |

cited together with their comparative importance in the past snd pressntt .
®  AMtagk oon She Ialanls -~Their Pealtion During the Present ¥ar

Becsuse of their geographic locations, islands have provided excellent
bages and ﬁh.ltm for nany countries in the pu(. Kations that possess - |
such admta@s have, somevhat been protected from hostile attecks, Fven
thaugh they may not have had strong ﬁm's. they, @t least, have controlled
most of the sntrances, thus preventing successful infiltrations,

During eonflicts betwsen a country, and an lalend with & naval atrength,
the latter usually seemed to have an upper hand in naval warfare, Furthermore,

~if the island had any allies, the dattle s alvays

#d into the enemy's
own soll, Even vhen the enesy reinforcements would arrive, the naval foree

-”-
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of the island would anthilate the nev arrivals and prevent them from ever
reaching the fsland. Thus in all the wars of the past, such countries had |
more favorable positions, Fo signe of battle revained in their fslands, and
the inhabitants carried on their normal peacetime life, On the other hand,
the soil of the enemy vas mads the battlefield vhere countless daaages to
life and property were enccuntered, . “

This condition was altered somewhat, howsver, by the introduction of
airpower, ‘

Tactics employed in trench warfare were such that mmeroas intrenche
'u_ntn were dug in intervals around castles and other atromgholds vhere large

. reinforoements were stationed, The function of this foree was to chesk the
 sdvance of the eneny snd his artillery from coming too close to the castle,
Direct arttlliry fire wuld fmair safety within the castle,

Gountr.tu vith naval power may thus de compared with these strong
castles, and their naval strength to the entrenchments, all utilized to
check the eney's sdvance. Bombing planes may also be commared to heavy
artillery which could endsnger the vosition of defenders in a castle in

‘ the absence of adequate opposition, Naval power, which ia considered ms a
forvard line of defense of islands, cennot check the sdwenoe of the
approaching bombers completely. Thus, in the lyt wvorld war, countries with
large naval forces experienced mach uneasinsgs, when bosders apveared for
the first time, devestating properties and leaving untold damages in their
vaike, Yet they were not as sffective as the long range bambers of today.

‘fodav's nirpmr is a0 strong that bombers can create untold damages
in areas far avay from their bases, These dsveldpasnts have altered
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‘tno former inpregnable defense 1ine of the i{¢lands tremendously. Inhabi-
tants of an island are no more safe than a scldisr in the battlefield,
They may expect an attaeok from the enemy at all hours of the day.

3uch attacks bring adbout untold damngel to the produoﬁton line ot the
island, reducing the output of weapons and ammunition and faoilitating
ensmy actions via the sea. Of course, it hag not yet deen proved whether
a resl blow can actuslly rosulﬁ from such tactios.

In the wars of téday “he only salvation of the 1sland Couﬁtries is
toat taek tho enemy and zain a foothold in his territory cloéeat to the
1sland in order to prevent operation of his air power at closer ranges.
‘The lonrer the range of planes, the more ditficﬁlt will be thelr operations.
Furthermore the enemy will have to curtail his astivities during winter and
bad westher, ) |

However, if the enemy gains a foothold im the 101§nd,&etenaiva opot‘- A
tions will be very difficult, and vigorous usdertakings have to be made.

Mot ods of protectien of the islands, GOenerally, only those can
defend tnemselves who are thoroughly familiar with tactics 6f attack. Let
. ' us no« oonsider, ~shat the aggreasor will have to resort to in order to

attaok. | |

An azgressor to the Persian Gulf, can use ons of the tﬁo following
tactics in order to Attaei'the islands of the gulf:

1, By surprise attacks and'iaﬁdingu;”‘

2., By means of strong f‘orcca., to poﬂ\iid. subnission.

_ If the available fordes .re utilisz'iffiolently, surprise attaoks

#ill be virtually impossible. :zven thoughﬁdiiﬁq may enter the gulf during
the night; landing, eithes by night or duyvi;'ditrluult on the shores,
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Attagk With Forcs

If the lelands are well fortified, and the forces are centralized,
the country cam maintain a naval force strong encugh to defemd the islands,
Should the aggressor enter the gulf, it would necessitate a strong navy, &s
well as an air power and a strong landing force (unless he is satisfied with
mere ocoupation of the M). Furtherzore, even though the islands are

«  weak in their ddgnn. their physical fOD.‘\ﬂ‘..l are sgph that they will engage
R large 'ne.v,y in ection, |
Eatrance to the Peraim OulL.

There are two routes of entry into the Persian Gulf,

1. Direect occupation of «gho islands, of Bab-e-Hormoz and entry lgter.

2. The mobilisation of forces and the encirclesent from the south,

 Infiltration is possible from an srea 50 Kilometers to the south, after
stadblizing the forces near the islands, However, this tactic, can be effective
only when a surprise attsck is made at the seme time, Hut, as it was mentioned
* previcusly, such sn attsck is imossible, With the plooement of heavy
‘ artillery on ths islands of lLarak snd Lengam, mu vithin 25 t6 50 Kilometers
can be placed under effective firing range, This will force the aggrestor
to stay outeide of this range.

It mst be kept in mind, however, that in cp_lic of all these prepars-
tions and mdm:. fow ships msy still find their way into the interior.
Put the entry.of Just a few ships will not be sufficlent aid in his drive
for effective agaression., KFe will still be in danger from the rear - a

fact which will eripple the enexy's advance,

Several points will have to be considered,
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1. Familiarity with air, and the sensitive bembable areas,

2, Approsch of ship within “iring range, snd bombing of strong-
- holds,

l!e  Kaneuver of transport asnips and landing of troops.

4. Engaging the shore and inflltrating the island.

‘Altheug‘n the islands are mostly small, n;vertholoaa, they criate many |
probleme for air navigation. Cencealment in the islands, thanks to their

mountalinous features is very easy, while damaging the hardbor »ill have

reverse off'ect on the aggressor himself. Furthermore, conviently looated
‘ . rocks raduse the ef’eet of bambardment; and antiairoraft fire, with ox--
sllent defilade positions will have ci‘t‘oi}tin range.

Landing opomtioni are very c¢iffieult 4in wmountainous snores. The aet
will be espesially hard after bombings. Om the contrary defilade nositions
for automatio weavons are available throughout the shores, iesides the
limited areas, landing during the night is virtually impossible, <speecially
because of the un'avorable winds of the zulf, it is very difficult to
determine speeific time Qnd places of 1nn¢1:ng.

‘~. Tue following faects regarding the defense of the islands should be
considered:

1. szwledgo of the important observation points, and the estabe

1lsnment of commumioation (first by reconsaissance and later by means of

| telephone and radio), so that all the islands may have effective communica=
tions with each other, and the observation ﬁolt at the entra:oe of the
itralt, H |

2, .Fmiliart-fy withv’cho snores, in drdor to find defilade positions
for autou&ﬁie weapons without any loss of time.

| 3. Establishment of shelters for tMpa. weapons, rations and water,
B3
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rdequate for Lhe need of troops in thes island, Suoh places should be
located behind defiles, where cover and concealment is available; and
they should he dug; 4 meters into the pround, and covered with logs and
stones, ‘'fhese cnelters must be adimcent to autommtic weapons, and should
be ]linked by subterrait@an routes. The islands are quite capable of
providing suitable grounds for such shelters.

4. Empl&mo;:t of wea;pom in several locations in each islard, in
suoh & fashion that effective cross-iring may be possibls. Saoondary'

. positions should also be vprovided so <hat the wu:pons could be shifted
around when the need arises.

6., tatablishment of in-eroommunication within the island so that
weapons and ammunition oould sasily ue transported from one arsa to
another,

¥ilitary signit’ioancc of the Islauds of Iran in the Persian ulf,

The islands of iran muy Le olassified into two groups from the voint
of view of tneir milinry. signifioarce,

1. The -roup of islands in Fab-e~‘lormos between the Sea of Oman and

‘ the Parsian tulf, These islands, Teshm, Larak, dormor and fengam, because
o.” their looaﬁion‘s, have zreat military sigunificance, ’

2. The group of izlands in the interior of the gulf, adjucent to
the shores. Some of these islands are clese to the shores :nd many are
further away. This group doeg not have as much significance as the other
group, and the iulﬁda clogest to the ghore are more szignificant than
those farthsr away,

Two values may be considered for the iélnnd'a located st the entrance

of the gulf:

£4
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1, To ccntrol the islands in order to gomtrol the gulf.
2. Derense of the shore of Candar ' Abbis. |
Any country desiring occupation of the FPersian Gulf must first cone~
sider the import.nce of these lslands. It was beocause of this that the
inhabitants of these i:lands have suffered untold losses in life and pro-
perty during the past, |
It is evident from these disocussions that each island has played an
{mportant part in the defense of tﬁe country. 'Although from the point of
. view of economics, ocomserce, population and administration, the island
lncks any aignifioanco'today, it still retains its former importanoe from
s mili‘ary point of viow; it sa theroforé iccontial that the other func-
tions be developed, and steps taken to improve the standards of living
of these islands, 7The less value tney have esonomically ihe rore difficult
it will be to carry on defensive military operations on the islends.

4. Oonclusion., The soutiern islands oonstitute a portica of Iran
located in the vast Sem of Fars (3ic. Persian Gulf). These small scattered
sections play very important role in the prbtection and defense of the
country. They are particularly important since the only free exit of the
country consists of these vaters.

These islands also constitute the first line of delense, necessitating
the lsast amount of rorca'aﬁd the most available supply of “ire power in
order to defend and'protoct.fhe islands as well as the country itself,

Sueh préparation may take many years aince it is impossible to accomplish
all at one tiwve,

. The {slandas of Bad-e-dormoz are donsidersd same as ihe shores of the
mainland, The Tirst éoaition of defense of the country is located in
these islands, |
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Just as the preedy eves of the Portuguese, the Dutch, Fnglish and
the French were settled in thaese islwnds 4n the past, tliey still entertain

siriler ‘esires of possession today.

: Translated by
ce.og";'-a'hic Names Section

YN rmy Ma,p serv10°
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