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I have the honor to transmit herewith the memorendum of a
conversation which Ambassador Viley had with the British Ambassedor
: Sir Nigel Romald, on July 15, 1947, relative to Portuguese colonial
problems and their influence on the isores negotiations,

ﬂﬁ\é , B Reepectfully yours,

For the Ambascador

J, Vebb Benton
Counselor of Embassy

Enclosures

Nemorendum of Conversation
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. I'called on the British Ambassador, Sir Nigel Romald, this

at noon and brought him up to date on such events as hed taken place in
respect of the isores conversations. I made reference to the rather un-.
fortunate coinoldence that the Azores comversations should eoincide
rith acute Fortuguese a prehension beving to do chiefly with Maceo and
rocsessions in Indie, Sir Nigel replied that the Portuguese were very
troubled, pertioularly cver !%cao and their Indian nossessions as well
as the Patriarchiat. Some time ago, he siid, the Nizan of Hydersbad und
the Rajahs of llysore and Travancore had proposed & plan vhereby they

- would buy out the rortuguocse. The Portuguese Government had replied
in the negative but had countered with a proposal heving to do with
free port facilities at Mermagno,  hen this came up %o his Govermsent,
Sir. Nigel went on to say, the Fortuguese and the Indian rulers eoncerned
hed been informed that, since their territories were not contiguous, any
smhprapoealwouldhantobebasedmatrntywith‘mmmof
:ﬁ:a. This apparently acted es a roadblock and no further progress was

I mentioned to Sir Nigel thet the Foreign !inister had remarked
the other day that something like a month ago the Portuguese Govermnment
hed been obliged to meke very urgent representations on the subject of
Portuguese coclonial possessions, I asked if Sir Figel imew of these
representations, and to whom the representations, if eny, had been ad~
dressed, Sir Figel replied first that he knew nothing; then, as an after-
thought, he explaineds "Yes, I think I imow what they are about”., He then
explained that the Indian Govermment had caused wild demuncictions of the
Portugnueﬁovormttobcpnblishodinthcpnu,-uhingﬁoaablctch
on the surface of India, & momment to bad edministration, a haven of
refuge for anti-Indian agitators, and all kinds of other charges, . \‘here-
upon the Indian Government formmlated all the foregoing into reprecsentations
which were sent to the Portuguese Government through the Britigh Epbassy
in Lisbon. Sir Nigel explained that he had no discretion in the metter;
that his Embassy was soting only as a mailbox, Thereupon the aforesaid
note vas handed in. - - '

Some time later on the Portuguese Government replied, completely
redbutting these exaggerated representations in quite temperate and
reasonsble terms. Sir Nigel explained that the Indian Goverument had -
left itself wide open, lowever, the Portuguese- Government had terminsted
the note by expreasing a certain smount of resentment that the Indian
Government had formulated such unfortunete and exaggereted sccusations.
Sir Nigel thought that without a great stretch of the imagination the.
foregoing could be the strong representations to which I had referred.

Sir Nigel then went on to disouss his own problems, IHe stated that
during the short time he hed been in Portugal he had greatly altered his
opinion with regard to the Portuguese Govermment. He described the cor-
porate state orgafiisation of Portugal es being something utterly differsnt
from what had existed in Italy, He found considerable decentralisation
of authority and not a ome-men rule. He spcke of the Government's sensi=~
tiveness to public opinion, Sir Nigel made it clear that his opinion of
the Portuguese Government had been greatly altered in favor of the
‘Portuguese. He complained that he had to struggle sgainst the "hostile
indifference” of the labor Govermment towards Portugal, He was deter-
nined to leave nothing undene in an endeavor to change this attitwle to
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one of "benevolent curioaitv". He then quoted to me at length fram

Chapter XIII of "A Vistory of lestern Philo Berte ]
The extract is attached herewith, sophy® by Bertrand Russell,

Vhen Sir Nigel makes his first call on Dr Sahm he will, he
told me, make it quite clear that his mein obj;ot in Portugal till be
the acourdte representation of things as they are, Sir Nigel lamented
the fact thit international relations suffered so much from studied
nisrepresentations, :

Lisbon, July 15, 1947,
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".ve If he you would bring over to
_ d er to your sentiments
;mminoat::t:: hqtaasents, you wust give him leave at h’i,: ma::tto
, onrm oDt again, and, recalling whet is out of iis mind, exe
huime ity nogtrticmara, to see on zlfzmismo' the advantage lies; 4 ir
111 not think over arguments of weight en : ]
80 mich peins, 1enquutmdoéummuvo:°m1§k1: n

]
:
B
d
;

iatheuntbthdwlom ‘the truth tha ‘
- bas w noe of the ;
holds, orofthofahohoodofluhecondm; or'an'n;: :ﬁ't hc'tl::
exaninad bottom an.hiswncroth_erm'a «op:l.niou’n? The nbcmity

g
&

"of\;_bouwing mthgt knowledge, nay often upon vary slight grounds, in

mhusyandmmminfom'mlmtm ¢ '
There is reasom to that if ¢ to restrain others....e.s
they Woul b sers think, o m.:m botter instiucted themielves,
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