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 INR/BDR - Hp, Hark Jenuary 7, 1968
THROUGH: RSF/OD - Hirs Wol#f Janary 7, 1969
RSF/GE - Robert 0. Hodascn |
i Harshall Green Heorandus of December 31, 1969
|
Assistant Secretary Green's Memorandum of Dacember 31, 1968, which arrived
in the GE wail on January 8, 1970, requests an up-dating of existing reports on
the Laos - Vietnam boundary for targeting purposes. '
‘ _ On the afternson of the Sih, REA 'iﬁfcrme& me that a briefing would be
| held at 0830 of the 6th., 1 fursished Hr. iyne with the data then available.
| . L y : _
1 sth I entlose the basic data which have been compiled on the 5th and the
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Attachments:
1. Analysis | :

Hemo dated Feb., 10, 1957,
Fiemo dated March 28, 1969.

35 no. 38, ~
Haps. '

BEA ~ Hr. Lyne /
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SEGREY

STATUS OF THE LAOS - VIETHAM BOUNDARY

?@ t&a Seographier’s best knowledge, the attached Isternationzl Boundary

Study fip, 35 TRevised]: taos - Viet-Nam Boundary. Juse 3, 1366 repressnts

the Tetest juridicel status of the boundary. %&sis&??y the study states

the sputhern ihird of the boundary fs delimited by 2 decroe of the Indochiness
Boveraor Gensral; the novihern two-thirds 4s knows aaig frop official French
maps, However, 1t sheuld be noted that Hark Prati in ?%géiaaégﬁﬁﬁgﬁ of

Jung 8, 1986 stated that the French ﬁ@?@?ﬁ%&ﬁt'éaé glven to ths Reyal Lz

Bovernment *...the texi of various Jocumenis, including the Dalat Agreement

on Indochinese froniiers.” The Dalat Agrecment 13 the kay, as 1 undarstand
1. to all boundaries on the Indochinese peninsuls which wersz not daljmited by
specific docress of the Covernar Seners). [u effoct, the agraement
gatevmined hov the Sewvice 5&@@?&?@?@@@ de 1'Indochine would aligs the
undelivited boundaries on its official maps. The French Sovermieat in 1850
refuzad to give this document to me but 4id state that the vesults, and the
offictal French position, ware shown on the 1: 1ﬁﬂa§§ﬁ maps of the $81.
These maps have been stilized for the cowpilation of the U.5. bouadary
representetion at all sceles.

A se?éeﬁ effort should be made to obtaln & copy of the falat Agresment
énd other partinent Franch documents ebiained ﬁ?’ﬁﬁ L&, These documants

could answer most. 1f not all. of cur open guestions,

On the ﬁaestéar of dispulss aleng the f?aﬁ we have reexamined our o
Files 25X1
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For the sake of simplicity, I bave divided the boundary fnte three parts:
a; From China to 20° Horth Jatftude;
B) From 20° Horih to the Keo Nua Pass:; and

¢) From Keo Hua Pass to the Demilitarized Zone,
The "disputes”, 1.e. differences in boundary aligmaent, which we uncovered
are marked on the attached series of JOG({G) 1:250,000 mapé, The “"disputed®
areas are approximate although drawn as accurately as the scale of the captured
maps permit. Places, which are Tocated correctly on the JOBs, as ﬂaﬁfirmeé'by
captured maps, have been marked in red. These vi?iages and hamlets ara
sttuated correctly politically as well as relatively to the boundary. They
meraly serve to confime the plotted poesition of the Lao-Korth Vietnamese
boundary.

a) China to 20° Kerth

A capturad Horth Vietnamese topographic map with an aeronautical
overprint, Ban Do Hang Khong Yiet-Nam, Ty le 1:1,000,000, {50.1) tiong Ha,

undated, covers the arvea from 20° to 24° Horth and from 101° to 107° Fast.
The map has been compared with the JOG serfes and discrepancies noted on
the attached J0Gs. From the novth, the first difference in alignment s
noted at 102° 31 East and 22° 02' North. A small circulaw, wountaineus ares
of Lags is fncluded within Vietnam. However, ao significant road er trail
sattera-@ﬁéérs in the are2 and the “dispute”, if indeed it 1s not due to
cartographic generalizatfon or @fﬁ@?s can be disregarded.

The second difforence occurs at 102° 51° East and 21° 45' Korth.

A long finger of Laes profecting into North Vietnam is eliminated by the
SECRET
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capturad map. The “pesuladion™ of this salient s @ﬁ.si Iy %ﬁ%}fa’?ﬁ%ﬂw The
bourdary for most af this reglen follows the water divide. 014 surveys ehowed
the Ham %&a@ﬁhﬁg@ﬂmﬁ@ .@,‘égsaﬁ Z1° 458° dorth; the boundavy, as 8 resylt, lgéﬁgg@é
?ﬁmé’ﬁﬁﬁﬁf?? to the mﬁ%’ of %:Mé goint. ¥hon the United Sistes photographed
this 2rea for the 1:50, éﬁﬁ sepies, compilérs @%@s@@cmﬁ that ?*i%& styrzan

'@ﬁzsaﬁy began shopt & 5%%3% 6 the ,mz*%%é of the oreviously plotted @Qmﬁ{m.
Since the bagndary followsd the divids, f%% was detormmined that on futues '

 waps the streaw should resain n Lass. The boundary salfent resulsed,
| ‘5‘%@%@1%& "‘f@iag&sﬁéﬁ' is gmf&%;éé %iﬁ $ha m@;ﬁ%ﬁm af iﬁﬁzﬁ gien Phy ot

102° 47" £ast and 21° 13° dorth. fﬁ?%:@@sw%&_?f%m%se map voughly doubies the
size of the wﬁi font which @xtmés @@m Lasz %:ia the ;ﬁaﬁs *‘%@ga‘ IL should be

T

em‘zas?ze@ 5 hovaver, @mﬁ %?a@ extension éazws ﬁ@t rmaéa ?mm% 16, The voad

m&iw in Laos a3 shows an the J0n sﬁﬁfégﬂ

“The fourth arsa of & ?famm @?ﬁé@”i 45 %’%@ ﬁiﬁi@rméﬁgﬁ ef the boundary .
snd the Seng éa at 104% 287 Em? and 20% é“i? Horth., The %61 mﬁ@;@@a mApS
shewed ghe %ﬁx«gméary extending @a?sfm?ﬁ slong the Soug ¥a Yor apovoximately
4 miles. The Horth Vietnanese mgp, bowsver, carries the boandavy directly
across the river, continmuing nerth-nertheastwerd to the vidac 1ine of the
Pha %;i;@‘é’ig@ About 40 square miles of t@w’i tory is cut ﬁ@? *’msa Laas. Wmf
pain rosd, Raute fe. & passes to the west snd north of the "disnuted teritory”

i end iz nok a?ﬁ&gﬁaaﬂgy it a suhsidiary teatl 2long the Song ¥a doss fraverse
the disputed sres. | |

The fifth difference in aligrmont is noted due soulh of the Seng Ha.

The ferth Vietnan |

so alignment §s sftusted sbout § miles to the south of and

paral 1l o the aﬁ'ig&v@ﬁg‘g shown on US mens; nearly 80 szgaa?éz wiles of territory

v;\

: R ‘ . L. = _ o " - A - O A > 4
are invoived. A connecting vead botween Boute No. 65 snd Bo. 154 45 effected . o~

BY ThE "dispute”. |
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To the south and sast, contersd on 104° 39 East and 20° 18° North is

the sixth ares of ﬁéigpaﬁég ﬁﬁvééi&?ﬁfﬁéﬁ by a comparison of the two map
series, The arca, which fs directly on the horder crossing of Route 65
measures approxinately é‘%§i§3 i§'§ﬁ sast-west direction and ?2 miles in
k: ﬁarth;sggiﬁ-é??ﬁﬁ%igﬁfr The spproximately 50 square wiles dispulsd area
places nsarly 5 miles of Route 65 in forth Yistnam.
B) 20° Korth t@ Koo Mun Pass

s @?iﬁ%ﬁﬁ? has %«aﬂ uncoverad to change our analysis gf this sactor
2% stated in our Humoorandum of Harch %%, 1869 to EA-Hark Pragt. ﬁ_c&gg
of the Hemovandum is attached.

Howaver, to assure ﬁ&ﬁ&%f; i ?ﬁﬁﬁﬁggaﬁ the 1Y260,000 caa&ar%é i
geﬁt%ageé_éﬁ iéa Hemo. The £@&3§'%&ﬁ?§fﬁ%ﬁ houn é&r§’g§§%§ﬂt i& marked %ﬁ
ved on JOG sheet HE 48-2.  An sxaniaation of the map shows that the boundary
s vary near the crossing of Route No. 7 ﬁﬁé‘%ﬁ éses'$@ﬁ§§r% that the
Horth Vistnamese have not made agg_ézﬂaasiva'ﬁ?aﬂﬁ in this region. Places

ghown on the ﬁag %&Qhﬁ in Lags aad in %@?{% Vietnsm have bees mavked in red
(Mote: the eactern margin of the coptured map was 104°¢ the southern

19° 20° Hovthi. Fong Hot is confirmed to be ia Lazos in spite of the British
rapert. |

He a%%er svidence, other than the small-seale captuved school map of
vﬁart% Vietnamese origin has &a@a ?§€ﬁt@é for the rewinder of the seator.

 Fortunately, no mafor ?ﬁ@érﬁ?@&éﬁ% the frentier betusen Route 7 and Route 8
at the K&ﬁ'gﬁa Fass.

¢} Keo Hug Pass to the e

The Keo Hua Pass Is sarked ﬁ%%% # black army on JO§ sheet ME 48.7.
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The Juridical basis of the frontiar from the pass south o the

bemilitarized Zone s quite clear. The basis s stated in our Hemorandum

of February 10, 1967 to RFE-Hy. Fred Sreens. A cony of this analysis is
attached.

In the correspondence exchangsd between Laos snd North Vietnam, the
disputad %rﬁaﬁg?g woest of the M2 was stressed over and ever. This region
has been marked on JOG shests HE 48-15 and 16. Howaver, the small-scale
schaol map Indicates a c¢lainm %o & wider area ﬂztﬁﬁéifg %a?&??&? to the border
from the Keo Hua Pass to the DHI. The average width of the claim iz approxi~
3 mately 12 kilometers. It is our considersd oninton that this ares should
| be discounted for the following reasons: .

1) the French decree is vary speeific
of the %5§ﬁder¢=
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2} official maps. including the Gensva Agrotment annexes
substantiate this a!§§ﬁ§83§5

3) In the exchanga of corraspondence, the vitlages and hamlsts

" elaimed by Horth Vietnam all 7211 into the triangular area with
ong &xcagtigu. This village, as noted, is¢ a few miles o the
noreh of the trisncle and close to the Laos-Vietnam houndary
as platted on the J0G shasts.

The trisngular ares, of courss, can be treated as disputed territory-dn view

of the diplamatic t&??&%@@ﬁé&ﬁﬂég Hark Pratt, in the cited\Vi

airaram, wrote that South Vietnemese officials had indicated support of the

Hovth ??&iﬂ&%EEQSI?ﬁﬁﬁtfaﬁ on the trisngie. However, cartographically, the

3ﬁ§%§ ¥§atﬁaéase>$avaéﬁﬁaﬂt has sgreed complietely with the US representation
of the boundary botween Lnos and Hérih Yietram. Furthermore, ne problem

of any sionificance has ever been raised on the location of this boundary

pd

| by South ¥iet-Ham.
SECRET

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approvéd for Release 2012/11/19 : CIA-RDP08C01297R000300070003-1



