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" Malaysia‘'signed the first Southeast Asian. tripartite agreement
delimiting the- continéntal shelf boundary *n the northern part of

the Straits of Malacca . and the Andaman- Sea.. Copies ‘of the agreements
snd a Memorandum of Conversation 4ith the “chief- -Indonesian negotiator,

o Mr. Soembarjono of the Directorate General of. Oil .and Gas are en- =

| “closed.. ..According to Hasjyim Djalal of the Legal Directorate ‘Départ= -
ment of Foreign Affairs, the agreements will not ‘be submitted to: the.

_ United Nations or made publlc until after the agreements have been

- ratified by the governments 1nvolved. Soembarjono indicated that
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. CORFIDENTIAL

MEMDRANDUM O?vCOEVERSATION
PARTICIPANTS: Hr. Soembarjono, DI reciorusie General os Cil and Cs,s
, ¥r. Robert F. o.Lutz, Jr., Firat Secrﬁ‘{.azy of Tmbassy
i ’ T Jamaz R, Matz, Economie QOfficer :
DATZE: - Jenuery 206, 1972
PLACE & TIME: Luncheon, German Club, D;j akarvs
SUBJIECT: *’h’*fshow Boundery Agrasments Bew'ser Indonesia, Tmailand

and Meleysie; Pending Bilateral and Tripextite Agreerenis;
Survey of Malacca Suraits e :

DISTRIBUTION: Amﬁamaa 2y Benghok AMB
o -Canberra DCM
- Kuels Lumpux ‘SA -
. Lisben ECON (&)
' janiia . ’ POL
New. Dalhil ‘ USAID {&)
Rangoon BASIMS ’
Seigon , INR/IED
Sivgapore AID/W/EASIND
AmCousu® Medan E/ORF/FSE
' - Sursabaya DLG
DATT

1. Bilatzval Agres
" Batween Indonesi:

mert Bstveen Indoneswa and Thailand; vartite Agreemeat
iw, Majaysia sxd Theilon S

. Although ot pa:m‘;icula.ﬂ: orm"ulm,lc beceuse of the chauge of govermnsnt
i Tasilexd, Soembarjone weal To Bangkok ia early December to talk to two
old apé close friends, Vije Seihaput, Under-Secretsxy of State fTor. Tationsl
Development | sud .;mmu*:. Phisnsunthorn, Direstor-Ueneral of the Terealy and
Tegal Dopartiment, Miniastry of Foreign A.xa.ir.,, about tha prcsvehts for
reaching agroewent on offshore boundsyies. Aftew apout . week (Juring which
he vigited Chiecgusi}, h2 wes unexpectedly informed dY Suphot that the
Thai Revelaoticuary Couneil was prepavad to sign boin & hileteral and a
tripsrtite sgreemant, ineluwding Malsysiw. Soemberjore =xpiained that the
Thai dseision to move ahead with the signing of %he two sgrecmenis wes
priancipully due %e oil exploraiion activity cffehors Bm‘r*e..- The Thai
gpparanily concluded that if they did nct sei tle their offshore boundsries
with » winimum of delsy, it weas possible that they aight lcese out %o the
Burmesa in aldraciing oil companies to their offshore areas. Elated,
Soemtarjonc started mzking arrangaments for the core:ﬁon;r to be held about

two veexs iater in Xuels Lunpur. Because ine Thai cabizet had beea dissolvad,

the TG had %o desigmate some cther officlial below ~s:un<,t rank to coaclude

the sgreements. %his problsa was regoived by aelec g v:i‘la. be‘thaput to -
CORFIDEATIAL
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MEMORANDUM OF CCHVERSATIOR -2
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sign with the title of "lUnder-Secratary of State for FNational Develcpment
in charge cf the Ministry o? Wetional Dzvslopment, {(emphasis adéed). With
this ingenious formula, the sigaing of & oileteral agrezment tock place in
Beughok between Indonesia and Thailend on December 17, 18T1? and ihe
triparcite agrsement belween Indonesia, Tiailand and Malaysis on Decenmber 21,
1971 in Kuzle Lumpur on the delimitation of the continental shelf boundary
in %he northern pert of the Straiis of Maiscca and the Andsman Sea.
Soeabarjono said that the Indonesian pariismeat should ratify the agree-
ment in the very near future. Maleysis would probedly follow suit some
time ¢his yeer. He did not speculsie on +hst the Thai wmight do, bui indi-
cated es far as Indonesia was concernzd, carly Thai ratification was
relstively unimpovtaunt. '

2. Agreemehts Pending

B Lot oot A AR

Soexbariono said that he would aow +ure his sttention to the following
ten vasettled offshore boundaxy arcas: '

a) Indonesia-fusiralia {Timor and Axafura Sees) - .

b)=Inconesia-Poriugal (Timor Ser) Tuwte v wc‘*‘“é“o\»-’@# a@

¢) Indonesia-Australia-Poztugal (Tiror Sea)

d) Indonesia-Philippines {Celebes Sea)

e) Indonzziz-Sabah or Malaysia. {Celevew See}

#) Indonesia-South Vietnsm (Scutk Cbina Sea)

g) Indonesia-South Vieiaam-Malsysie {South China Sea)

h) Indczesia-Singapore {Straits of Singapore Continentsal Shelf)

1) Indomesia-Singapore-Melaysia (Strails of Melacca/Singapore - South

Chins Sea - Cammon points) ‘

. 3)) TIndopesia-Thailaand-india {Andemar. Sea)

. et g e

L e TR AR PRI W ST

{Corment: Socenbarjono talked in teyus of ten more agreements, but there
seenms to be more than tean, i.e., a bi leteral with Indie and a tripartite wit
Malaysia end the Philippines.) ' ‘ 1

Over a period of years he has develoyad close comiscts in mogt of the
neighbtoring countries whom he visits per: sdically “to test the water" for
possible egreement. He seid that his nesd trips wiil probebly de to the
Philippines and Australia. Agresment wiih Indie is probsbly the lowest on
pis 1list of priorities nendiang resolutior of the Bangla Desh recoganitiox
questioh while Singepore msy be cne of tie most difficuit. (He did mot &
into detail concerning +the probles with Eingepore tut indicated thst the

SThe English version of the bilateral sgreementi with the date "Octobder 1T"
is in erxrcr. h '
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 climate for agreement wes less then ideal.) He asked For our sssistsace
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KEMORANDUM OF COITVERSATION ‘ -3

Py

in nmaking conteact with the local repregeatative of the Souta Vietnsm
Chember of Ccmmerce. He also asked if vwe kmew which oil compenies had
offered bide on the offshore South Vietnam concession arees and waich
compani=s uad been avarded offghore arees.

3. Suxvey of the Straite of Malacca

Various Indonesian nzwspapers reporied in early January that the joint
{Indoneepis, Maleysia, Sinpapore and Japanj hydrograpnic survey of the
Straite of Malscca had heen completed in December and that "the result of
the survey, aftier deing procesged by a joint team, has been joiatly and
similtanecusly released.”™ The joinit survey conducted beiween Cctober i,
1971 and December 19, 1971 was composed of a team of 16 Indonsesians,
16 Jepanssa, thre= Malaysians and three Singaporeens using the Indonegian
ships R.I. Burudjulazad, R.I. Jalenidhi and R.I. Aries. A few days later
(Januery 11) the press reported that the announcement of “he results of the
survey scheduied t¢ be relessed Jenuaxry & "hes been postponed indefinitely.”
Then, on Jauuary 18, the press reporied that representatives of tha four
couniries, afler a three-dsy meeting, "finalized techuical arreagements
forr the seccnd phuese of the joint hydrographic gsurvey of the Maiscea~ ¢
Sizgapore Straits.” The gecond phase is to begin Petrusry T and is to ;
take four months. Indeonesian and Meleysien survey skhips will be utilized
with crews compossa of technicians from the four countries involved.

In comuenting on the report of the first phese, Soewbarjono said that
Indcnesis, Malaysia aend Singepore were very disturbed by the draft Jepenese
repoxt discussed at the IMCC meeting iast December in london because it
included a proposal to place the Straits under ithz control of as inter-
netivnal commitiee. Conzequently, the report, which mey ve umade public es
eezly es next month, is being rewritienm by the Jecanese to reflect the
controlling interests of the three riparian countries.

KRA Cazal or Pipeline

Soembarjono ssid the Thei have virtually lost &ll intereat ia con-
atructing eithor 2 pipeline or e sez level Kra Cean 0 link the Andaman

P

Sea and the Gul? of Sian. He cited insccurity in the srea blems with
ihe } 3 SORLL d the torest of pallution as the major rcadblocks.

COMMERT .

Soemberjono was understandably proud of the role he played ia the signing
of the first iripsrtite offehore boundery agreement in Southeaet Asian ,
history. Aoxicus to solve probless that could develop into possible sources
of conflict in the future, to establish practicel bilateral apd multilateral
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