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L historic decision of : B 9. :l?" oni. |
| published, Mdir&ior frag gomy.uoo j vhich now mimmww" i wm."'bm |
g ol Main Turkmen Canal from - th? oan; Wik awalen thert to e, and (m sandy |
| Daz: to Krasnovodsk, and for the irrigation and saline wastes into flourishing felds snd
of the sonfhernirens of B¢ Canplan lowlands rng
! tn Western 11-1!ﬁhulsunl the veg&ﬂl 12& . "ch.‘d":=;4=:2 ¢.§5"1;=eoy .“be o
i fower Amu Darys, and-the wes ‘rmoﬂh gmm'io!dottm) lndthdh(h&l oj‘o:'::l: ;
- Kara Kum desert. This was a bold and'ms- | o wbout 7,000,600 beetores of p:xure tand.
| jestic p::'n for the sutgugatlon of the sultry | l’u‘.vﬂl aM og! aearty 560,000 - beo- )
the first ﬁme ln the hlstory of hydro- ' m io he 1 m nn.c:. The lndnl:i':’
neeﬂn , four yits umamu ond vii-
: lrr gation, vnter mpp mr thary- | q': Turkmenistan will* peceive
l port—are $o be treitty and s | al vater they need throwgh plant maing,
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reaches of the Amu Darys sad the Aral
These miracles vlll be !ﬁl&d by .
The Main Turkmen Gs represent
_huge broad river, 1,100 hﬂondru
“will carry & fow of 350-400 cubic
‘water per secomd—as mmch as the
does at in the summer monthe -
over, the flow can be tly iacreased
to 600 cubic metres per
\Where will this mass ot waler come from?

The “Veige of Contral Asie”

The Turkmens have dreamed for centuries
of the day when the parched soil of their
country wou!d be sated. They knew that the
waters of the Amu Darya were ample enough
to vivifv and transfigure the desert.

?fii.%r

" The Amu Da‘r‘ya——kno‘m to the ancient Ro-
mans, Greeks, Arabs and Chinese under vari-
ous names—the D hun, the Oxus, the
Potsu—is a rful and pecullar river,
Because len and water volume, {t
Is often culled “Volgz of Central Asia~ It
rises near the borders oi' China and India, In
the summits of the Pamirs, which attaln an
altitude ol 5,000 metres. Its fofal length is
2500 kilometres, In its first thousand kilo-
metres {t flows
known as the Panj. Here it serves as a nstural

boundary bem Soviet Unlog, and
Afghanistan t0d, it
Bartang, Vakhthi Kafirnahan, Surkhan Darya
‘and 8 number of other tributaries.

Below the town of Termez, the Amu Dary

mountatps, and Is.

receives the Ghund,

leaves the mountsins for the vast (lwmf

wastes of the Kars Kum and Kizll . Kum. It
transects them without recelving a :hq'}:
klbutuy. nor any incremest [rom atmesphe
Bion, which is extremely scanty hm
.Yn fact, it loaet one-ith of its walu
‘evaporatiop, filtration end withdraw wals lor
Arrigation. Nev it has slill
leit to cnly and emp!y into the closed bs
of the A ; mnllau cublc

~ metres of wder in AQ av kapyeuﬁ

-

info the soil. In the west, the Sery-
t’unhh Depression is conpected//Awith the
boi—an old dried-up river excel-
lently presecved to our day with its clesrly
die shable bends, terraces of vartous
bel and characieristic alluvial deposits.
The Uzboi stretches la a scuthwaiterly direc-
tion to the Caspian Sea. ‘
It is 2 strange amd untieual » and
The conjectire. has! besn freqoeatly. baarded
comjecture has azar
that in ancient times the Amu Darya flowed
through the Uzboi, and only iater tumed into
the Aral Ses. But pognph{ct! and
investigations - have shown
Darya, like the Syr Darya and other Ccntnl
Asian rivers, emptied into the Caspian onty
in the early Quaternary period, when the Aral

Sea was still nonexistent. When that sea was
formed the Amu Darya began to flow into it,

and oaly sent part of its wa through side
channels, hdo the Sa annsm,
When the déares was filled 10 ov

out of it, working u{ io a southwesterly
direction and eating out the typical river
channel that now marks fts course. But cli-
mate chaniged,-thé amownt of water flowing:
into -the Sarykamish Depression through the.

: ‘imintished, and the
smuu:& ol ‘
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E totalling ome thousand kilometres ia length, Il we wese 1o ook down on the Karg Kem
The three hydropower planis to be built on the do‘ert-lnmusﬂichtobvﬂoa. we showid |
canal and river i hel! in copaection with elearly discera to the wu d the Amu Duyn ’
the dams will have an aggregate capecity of ' | deita M rives valleys stretching to-
100,000 kilowatts. Lastly, motor ships and sm'do kamish Depression (150
strings of bu?: will sal I sall by the new water- long. kilometres broad, and
"~ way through the very heart of the Kara Kum about mo metres desp). In some places these
desert—irom the Cagpian Sea to the lower ul s are cholied with sand, in others they
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concrete wil hawe to be lald (in abomt Sour
years). To do 30, we shall build astomatic
concrete-making plants, of the type which s
now so nplwdidl&‘prwhg its worth on the
construction of Volgs-Don Canal. The_
canal will involve the laying of from 4 to..
$ million cubic metres of 3tone. To haml the’
e quasries by rail elone will re-
day. Three .

t|

CLASSIFICATION . C
Z | Tz 2209615
COUNTRY : . SOURCE PAGE CF PAGES
low dwn m’muh“ﬂh‘-rr' A | su::m" h» loomo ;-a-;a it
er . . ‘ o land in
Burgun and Yaskhen works buhm .| te h‘!;é.#lth Darys, and to
the ol the Kara Kam, rancle from sey 500,000 he  fn ian Jowland in
railway. Ig the Jast section of ity route—the Western Turimnenistan. Amu a water will
Krasnovodsk end—the canal will pash 1 be divected the fields through large ar-
uaruiddgtnd.udhntv&dm |} »-ﬂ"“"‘" a remified netwerk of irriga-
ve ding of & gumber a will ) leled prospec
kes (to mmmm_,f - ﬁqﬂu*‘wmm eoti?n “i); ;
the Usbal I the Sarykaeish Depaessiod) et gt ot At Dt o i
traversing of ‘ranges of and cf» | plen region of Westers. will be-
siderable eacavation of ertifictal F | Sk e cotedey's cond main source of cot
‘,,-— . - , ot m y. . : -
1" oed Yompe L | A “eplton ylelds vary eonsiderably in
hmbeuié::‘d(h.aqho!volkinﬂvd’ | Seret” ke fanging . from 4 mMatric
“;ivmb!‘m pn'lilimry :gm?‘:‘m mlm Egypt,.to 30 In the Soviét Utiton.
hundred ‘million cublc metres of earth will | Yoo Main Tirkinen Camal wiil help {0 raise
- tis lather Sgnire by at lenst 50 to 100 per cent,
have {0 be excavated. This work, of ¢ourse, reesod bein t Aom D A
can be performed in so short a time (five talns nine 3.‘ “Y“"";m'
years) oaly thaske lo the cicellent machines {1812, 10k, ke 13 mach potasium and ene
r‘. ﬁ nos .ghhm-pow'el PR aly tractor famous waters of the Nile, and, what is more,
.:C" km and i Tl ik p,,-" the climate of this region js eminently suit-
two to and 8 hall miftion cuble md lNCAﬁ'" coflen raising. The new source of

| mition

will grovide abowt an additional two
tons of first-grade cotton a year.
Frost and snow are almost unknown in
Western Turkmenistan, and, with the waler
supplied by the- Main Twrkmen Qinal, the con- .
Uives. 503; pomegranates, persimons tod—r
ves, . gr .
In the southern part—dates. g
The soil will be able ding two
barvests a year. ‘l'h?’m Mz‘dduertvnl :
’ m an ar¢a of higitly fertile flelds and or-
of o another seven mil-

desest will create superb pros-
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Baku on the other side of the
de-

Cl;?ha.

- Western Tuslonenistan oconfains vast
posits of minerals, including oil; but their ex-
ploitation has been gravely hampered by lack
of fresh water. Extraction of the chemical
salts contained in such huge abundance ia
the waters of the Gulf of Kara-Bogaz-Gol has
also been retarded for the same reason. The
Main Turkmen Canal will give a fillip to the

. oil and chemical industries. :

‘ Power and ~ transport development will
change the face of these desert areas. Hydro-
clectric stations with an aggregate capacity of
1008000 kilowatts will provide cheap power -
for th\l&acturies and farms of the Turkmen and
Kara- he}:k Republics. Electric tractors will
be freely used, and cotton and other industrial
crops will be harvested with the help of elec-
trically-driven machines.

_ The Main Turkmen Canal will be an Im-

portant transport artery, carrylng gran,

mineral fertilizers, machinery and farm equip-

b ment from the Caspian, and agrticultural prod-

- - - - uceapd the products of the manufacturing in-

— dustries, which cheap power will heip to

develop in these parts, from the lower reaches
of the Amu Darya. The port of Krasnovodsk,
the “gateway to Centra] As'a.” will become ¥ -,
great freight-redirecting centre. Passengers=-
will be able to sail from Mascow, the capital
of our country, to Tahia-Tash and Aralsk
without changing steamer. When the Main

Turkmen Canal is completed, Moscow will be-

come a port of six seas.

‘Al] along Its route, the canal will be pro-
tected from sandstorms and scorching winds
by a powerful green barrier of white acicis,
ash, %:r. mulberry, apricot and trees of
other sturdy and long-lived varieties. Towns
and hamlets wilt be surrounded by green belts.
The very climate will change.

.And all this n only six years.

. Not 0 long ago 1 had occasion to traverse

% s%%kmcom::o from Tahis-Tysh to':rn?no-
Tortn trevel .

car, and ot that ﬂnggemmlt\l sty form only

« rough ides of the future romte of the tamal.

'erko and there we saw the ruins of ancient

made our way to the well of Yahodja by
compass, with not a trace of a road and not a
soll o ‘be seen srywhwre. Every mow and
sgain we had %o dig eur ears out of e sand,
or lay s:read for them with beanches of saxaul,
and in some places everi-cut a track through
the high summits of the sand hills, At last we
reached a precipice 30 metrés deep, and below
us lay the ancient, silent and petrified channel
of theQUAzboi.
: {et on September 12, the anniversary of the
publication ¢f the Soviet Government's deci-
sion to build the Main Turkmen Canal,
V Eristov, chief engineer of Central Asian
Hygropower Development, had the follow-
ing to say in ‘an article in the newspaper
lzvestia: : :
“Thousapds of prospectors and scientifie
workers from the Office of Hydroengineering,
the Ministry of Geological Survey, the Ministry
of Forestry, the Academy of Sclences of the
U.SS.R. and the Academies of Sciences
of the Uzbek, Turkmen agd Kazakh Repub-
lics are today at work in the Ksra Kum des-
ert all the way trom Amu Darya to Krasno
vodsk and Kizil Arvat.... At the sile of the
Tahia-Tash dam, preparations jot the con-

~ struetion work' are fa fuil swing“Sione, sand,

cley and lime\luasries heve beos located, snd
one near Hodjeili is almady in stion. It is
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sz/ o o H Ga by o e e cea—
' ferget thot their fresh wates had to hebrought | fertrésses swd dbsndoned homad camgs. We. -
. by steamer from

equipped with s power plaat, e compres-

sors, excavators end tip-trucks.  Blasti
operations heve begun. Another snd muc

langer qnm is being opened-in the Sulan-
S8,

uizdagh 100 . kilometres from Tahis-
Tash. The first parties of workars, engineers
and technicians lfve. . been sont there,
together with mobile’ power plamts, trucks,
compressors, - drilling equipmeat and ready-
made -houses. - - . ,

*Not far from the fernpoary seftl for
B e eion voriars. bully: peer

TahaTash, & ‘fine ey i3 $pringing - wp,
Several pireets are alrepdy built, and the other
diy ‘i fest moved inta the wew,
boustd. ‘A ten:grade schoot iras been opened
and scorés of other buildigs ate 1o course

construction, :About one hundred adattions
one: snd. twoustorey’ red@y-made houses bave
fust #frived. Dintng rooms and restsutumts. §
duthodse, 2 public baths and 3 ¢oAd stor:
age are being built, roads and witer maing
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telepbone lhei‘*  taken for-granted that they will faithéully fui-
. fill their pledge: the Main Turkmen Canel-—
: : see this great construction project of peace—will
! ‘Ihebulldeuvlllhantrcmmtuksto be eted to time, and the Stalin plan for
! mhlﬂﬁ&vh-thevolumeﬁrwk the mﬂmo(thl(ual’uuduertvill
incna.lthntdxiold.!iutuml bemahc'.
- e —
FORM NO. .
NOV 1951 60-3% .
Approved For Release 2011/09/16 : CIA-RDP07-02247R000200200027-9



ST I ! | ‘ o
Approved For Release 2011/09/16 : CIA-RDP07-02247R000200200027-9

- .

THE MAIN TURKMEN CANAL
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