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Sergeant Clendenon Newell
i American Legion Post Number One
399 Broad Ave.: Leonia; New Jersey 07605.

FIRST |

IN NEW JE
CHARTE
JULY 14,

CREW OF THE U.S.S. INTREPID

SEPTEMEER 4, 1804

OFFICERS . B ‘,

CAPTEAN  RICHARD SOMERS -~ i

LIEUTENANT HENRY WADSWORTH o
LIEUTENANT JOSEPH ISREAL

From U.S.S. Constitution

Willian Harrison
. Robert Clark
Hugh McCormick
Jacodb wWilliams
Peter Penner
Issac Downs

From U.S.S. Nautilus
James Simmons
Thomas Tonpline
Janes Harris
William Keith
SOURCE: Comaander Spear
Historian . U.S.S. Constitution
U.8: Navy iluseum
Washington, D.C.
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Sergeant Clendenon Newell

American Legion Post Number One 3
399 Broad Ave. « Leonia, New Jersey 07605

ST FIRST PO
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In 1785 our Navy was disbanded. From 1785 to 1794 wn’had no
Navy at all. Congrescs authorized the bullding of six Frigatos in
1794, but work was stopped for luck of funde, until 1797 when they
s mne—=t~tad and our most famous ship wes leuiches, the U.S.S.
CONSTITUTION. At this time in hiatory the United.States had a
traaty with the Government of Tripoli for aafe pessage through ‘the
Mbditterannean Sea. Not happy with the smail tribute being paid
by the United Statee, and the lura of unprotected American commerce
‘the Pasha of Tripold in 1:01 declerad war on the United States.

In answer o this challenge Commodore EDWARD PRE3LE in the U.S.S.
- CONSTITUTICYN was sent to tha Msdittersnncen in cormand of squadron.
THIS WAS OUR FIRST FOREIGN %AR(1]

The most dering act c€ those days, was the cutting out of
the PHILADELPHIA. This frigate had gona aground off Tripoli on'nn_
uncharted reef and had been boarded and captured by the Tripolt
Pirutel. Preble appeinted a young Lieutenant STEPHEN DECATUR:in
command of the Katch INTREPID to sneek in under the guns of
Tripoli and burn the Philadelphia so that she could not be used

by the Pirates. This Decatur did, against great odds,- “burning
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the hulk and escaping almost untouched under the blazing guns
of the fort in the harbor. Also on board with Decatur was James
Lawrence and Thomas Mcnough.,

Further along in the war the INTREPID was chosen again,
because of her shallow draft, to sneak into Tripoli harbor again,
and beéame a floating mine, a fire ship, ﬁo destroy and damage
as much of the enemy shipping and guhboata as possible.

Captain Somers volunteered to take the INTREPID in with
Lieutenant WADSWORTH volunteering as second in command. They
asked for volunteers among the men and in an overwhelming response,
ten men were chosen to go with them. Their escape was to be made
in two long boats. |

They decided to go in on the night of September 4, 1804,
Conditions were favorable, as it was a dark night, they were to
enter from the Western entrance of the harbor and had an Easterly
breeze. Moments before they left a Lieutenant Joseph ISRAEL went
on board the INTREPID with a message from‘Cqmmodore Preble, while
on‘board. he begged to go on the mission, and permission was |
granted. This gives 13 men all volunteers, who went into Tripoli
harbor aboard the INTREPID. There was three enemy gunboats guarding
the harbor. This did not stop these men, they went in anyway. The
moment they entered the harbor, they were spotted by the Pirates
and were immediately fired upon.

From here on in we ® on theory.

Approved For Release 2009/06/23 : CIA-RDP05T00644R000601810009-0



Approved For Release 2009/06/23 : CIA-RDP05T00644R000601810009-0

-3-

We do know that at 9:47 p.m. the INTREPID blew up. We
do have eyewitness reports that a light was seen racing across
the deck, like someone carfying a torch running across the deck
seconds before she blew up. It is unlikely the Pirates boarded
the ship and blew her up, because they were badly in need of
ammunition and would have capturedthe vessel. The most accepted
theory is, that escape became impossible and that the magazine
was intentionally exploded rather than allow the vessel to be
captured. It has always been believed that Somers and his
companions were capable of this act -~ they expressed the
determination not to allow the capture of themselves or the vessel.

All 13 bodies were recovered two days later so mangled
as to make identification impossible...

From the American Legion Magazine we do know that fivu

graves are duly marked.
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ATES NAVAL INSTITUTE PROCEEDINGS, Ar
TRIPOLI GRAVES DISCOVERED
Lieutenant (7.6.) ARTHUR P. MILLER, JR., U. S. Haval Reserve

188 of five American Naval heroes of the Barbary Vars which have been

arked, untouched, and unclaimed for nearly a century and a half have been
overed in Tripoli, North Af'rica. L

.
10

LR T

Xetoh U.5.8, INTREPID September 4, 1804. The Eraves were found by the American
Ul in Tripoli with the help of an irsd harbormaster after a painstaking search
3 was begun by the State Department in 1938, : .

The overvhelming bulk of circumstantisl evidence collected through hundreds of

nts to the fadt that the bodies were five of possidbly six which were mentioned

having washed ashore after the sxplosion close to the site vwhere they were
iscovered, T ‘ they_yers,

The five bddipl were reinterred in the 8pot vhere they were discovered, a high-
ed cemetery on the outskirts of Tripoli overlooking the harbor. U.S.S. SPOKARE
120), one of the fleet's nerest cruisers, was dispatched from the lMediterrenean

gterday's Mavy before they were lowered into the ground for the last time, their
a8 now Plainly marked. ’

location of the five bodies after all these years recalls to mind one of the

ath on a mission vhich was a calculated risk and which, had it been successful,
4 have dlown half the Tripolitan flest into splinters, ' K

5 The Tripolitan fleet on that fateful night in lSOl.,ﬁad been anchored close together

‘the seavall, The Bashax's castle stood close by. ' The INTREPID and hep crew
hirtesh volunteers wes to be sent into the darkened harbor cs a "fireship" to
1t off amongst the enewy ships. Had the dangerous plan worked, many of the

iy ships would undoubtedly have been sent to the bottom and even the heavily
rtified castle might have been seriously demaged, :

The schems was a perilous mission in the finest tradition of the U. §, Navy,
dore Idward Preble, who at tha“ time was in command of the Anericun sguadron
o Mediterraneun, knew the risk as did the gullant men who took pert in the
In addition, there was at least one other man vho krew, a man who at the
was in Tripoli, a prisoner of the enexy. in the Bashaw's custle. He vas

dore Villiam Bainbridge who conceived the Plan and smuggled his idea to Preble
» outside, . '

nbridge and his officers and men had been captured by the Tripolitan pirates
-hie ship, the frigate U.S.S, PHILADELPHIA, had run 8ground on some unchartered
k8 vhile chasing a smaller eney ship some months before. The PHILADELPHIA had

j8 captured intact by the enery and B21rbridze and his crew had fallen into the
of the Tripolitans. They were henceforth thrown into prison, from vhere,
intslly, they had an excellent view of the harbor.
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9 £ive were among thirteen officers and men who were killed in the explosion of

kipterviews of descendants of irhabitants of the town in 1804, and from other sources

¥ Tripoli where her officers and men p2id their final respects to these heroes of

drapatic and herioc cha ters of Armerican 1 naval history. The thirteen officers
wen--which TTve of the thirtesn these are is not known--had bravely met their
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noe in prison, Buinbridge had- been able to get tne confidence of Nicholas Nissen,
Dandsh consul in Tripoli. Through Missen, Bairbridge was sble to smzgle secret
py out of prison, Jetters vhich carried an innocuous messcge in regular ink und
her socret message sritten between the lines in lime julce shich was invisible
p.-the naked eye, ‘Vhen a match wes run under the paper by Preble, the meseage
anadintely showed up. - h

¢ was through Nissen that Bainbridge -had been atle to get a message to Preble
sugpesting the plan of sending & fireship into the harbor luden with high explosives,

it

ghdroﬁto be exploded emong the enemy shippirg. According to the plan, the volunteer

crei which was to man ths fireship should escepe out of the herbor in small boats
@fﬁﬁlzapplying the match to the trein. o

'/ ‘Preble had tried this type of hit-snd-run tectic befcre, and it had peld of £
apdsomely in that cess. Thet had been several months previously when another
volunteer crer hed sneaked into the harbor in a ketch end burned ite PHILADELPHRIA,
rendering her useless to the Tripolitans. :

Many of the officerslsnd men who lost their lives vhen the INTREPID exploded
been among the crev of volunteers who hac antered the harbor thet night to board

' the ship, killed nost of her enemy crew and burned her to the vaterlire. The
lender of that earlier encounter vas enother early Americesn Naval Hero, Stephen .
Dacatur. i

" ¥ow, Preble decided to try these tactics once more, tactics similar to some used
oy the British and Americen commzndos and raiders im Vorld War II. He put
Sainbridge's ides into action.

. He chbse:the ketch INTREPID for the mizsion. The INTREPID had been captured
originelly from the Tripolitans in & runnirg engugement in the open eeca and had been
converted to an American man-of-iar. Perhups Preble thought that by using e ship
whose lires would be familier to the Tripolitans and by sending her into the harbor
on & black night as a friendly merchenimen, he could disguise the true purpose of the
fireship. In eny event, he chose the INTARPID 2nd ordered her to be fitted out as

s floating incendiary bomb. ' :

- A specinl coupartment was built into the hold of the ketch just forward of her
mainnast. One hundred barrels (upproximstely 15,000 pounds of powder in bulk) were
placed in the hold. On top of this lethal load, 100 thirteen-inch and rine-inch
‘shells were stacked, 1oeded and fuzed, end ready for ection.

" A tube was Tun from the powder end shells to another compirtment aft in the ehip.
Inside the tube was laid a trein celculated to burn for fiftcer minutes—time for
‘the volunteer crew to escepe from the doomed ship. The compsrizent eft vas filled
»ith combustibles which #ere to be set afire, in turn settirg afire the train. It
was thought that the fire in the after compsrtment would keep any boarders off the
‘ship until it vas too late. .

;f'nioutenant %iilliam Somers, captain of the brig USS NAUTILUS, wes chosen as the man
10 puide this fireship or "inferno," as it wss then called, into the harbor. Somers
hed acquitted himself wall in a bettle with enemy gunboats only & few veeks before.
then they heard that Somers vas 46 lead the mission, the entire crew of the NAUTILIS
asked to accompany their captain.
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.. Somers, however, chose only*fgur from his own crew. They were Thomas Topline,
i/ James Harrie, Willizm XKeith and James Simms, 11 sez2men. From the USS CONSTITUTION
?#ﬁlkchosa Williem Harrison, Robert Clark, Hugh HeCormick, Jacob Williams, Peter
‘Penner and Iseac Cownes, all seamen,

: 3 e

“‘ﬁ, iginally, one other officer besides Somers wag to undertake the mission. He ves
1deutenant Henry Wadsworth of the CONSTITUTION. At the last minute, however,
-Midshipsan Joseoh Israel of the CONSTITUTION came aboard the INTREPID with a messege
Jfrom Lonmodore Preble. He pleaded with Somers to take him along, and Somers finally

blained ‘the consent.of the Commodore to 2llow Israel to join the band as its

¢

thirteonth member,

¥ Comers impressed upon his crew the seriousness &nd heavy risk of the verture znd
g8ve to each and every men the chance to stey behind if he wished. But each of the
‘ten seamen voiced his determinstion to g0 and left their respective ships RAUTILUS
‘and CONSTITUTION with a joke on their lips.

o WHind boys:,® one said uccording to the diary of a shipmzte, "give a zood account
of us when you get homel" '

. A1l wes now in resdiness. A light breeze came up on the evening of September 4
nd Somers end Preble decided that now was the time to go. A4t 2000 the INIREPID
welghed anchor and got underway. Two of the fastest rowing boats in the szuadron
accompanisd her to take off the crew efter they had guided tie ship into the herdor
and had lighted the combustibles. ' :

" Tae ketch ras convoyed to the harbor entrance by the brigs USS ARGUS, USS VIXEN
and the NAUTILUS. These vessels then turned bsck but rezcired near at handé to watch
the result and to pick up the rowing boats upon their return.

~ Fvirything seemed favorable for the success of the mission except thet three
‘ripolitan gunboats were seen hovering aboubt the hzrbor entrance. But the a2nemy
hips disappeered, end the INTREPID approc.ched in the mamner of a friendly merchant-
230 bound for an anchorege in the harbdor. ~

© "It was a dark night, sccoréing to the eye-ritresses, tnd the INTRZ2ID was soon
lost to sight to most of those vho stood watching on the decks of the Arericar ships
outside the harbor. The fireship entered the harbor wnd drifted slowly toverd the
archored ships of war of the Bashzw's fleet. Several mirutes elepsed with no more
no.se than the lap of the waves.

Suddenly, the sound of guns firing could be heard by the men rztching from the
ihips outside. Almost instantly a Jarring explosisn reverberzted through the
serbor and the town end a great blaze of 1ight outlined the INTRZPID end ths other
ships in the harbor.

. . Lieutenant Churles G. Ridgely was intently va‘ching tne spectscle with right
‘glrsses from his ventage point on the deck of the hautilus. Her 16 his cescription
2% ,the explosion: _ . :
L 3

' For = monent, the flash illumined the whole heavens around, vhile the terrific
oncussion ghook everything far end near. .Then all vas huched again and every object
velled in a darkness of doudble gloom. On board the RAUTILUS, the silercs of Geath

T

4
§r
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seemed to pervade the whole ‘crew; but, quickly the din of kettle drums, Yeating to
arns, with the noise of confucion end alarm was heard from the inbabitants on
shore, To aid the escape of the boets, an order was &lven...to show a light, upon
the appearance of which, hunireds of shot, from an equal number of guns,.of heavy
calidre, from the dbatteries near, came rattling over and around us, But we heeded
them not; one thought and one Teeling alone had possession of our souls--the
ﬁraserVatiqn of Somers and his crew,

"As monent after moment ressed by without bringing with it the preconcerted
signal from the boat, the anxiety on doard decame intense; and the men with
lighted lanterns hung themselves over the sides of the vessel until their heads
almost touched the weter—- -ELLE 5 +h ; ‘
swetesw-o position in which an object on the surface of the watep can be seen
farthest on a dark night--with the Lopa of discovering something which could give
Us assurance of its (the boat's) safety., Still no boet came, 2nd no eignal was
given; and the unwelcone conclusion was et lest forced upon us... Ws lingesred on
the spot until broamd daylight--though we lingered in vain--in the hope that someone
at least of the number might yet be rescued by us from a floating plant or spar
to tell the-tale of his companions! fate . ®

That the explosion of the Intrepid, descrided ir this vivid passage from
Lieutenant Ridgely's notebook, was bPremature is certain, There was no blaze of
conbustidles Preceding the explosion. It was also evident to thoge walting out-
side the harbor that there had not been encugh tinme to heve allowed the Tetch
to have reache2 her torget and exploded on screduls,

The exact manner of the axplosion, however, recains a mystery and will prodadly
never be escertained for certein, The sound of the firing is said to have cone

. from the enemy shore guas, The most widely accepted theory is that one of these

shots from the shore batteries bassed through the megzzine cf the Tireship, igniting
the concentration of powder ani shells and detonating them, Anoihep opinion holds
that the Tripolitans sighted the americen ship, boaried her, and thet Somere zpa

his crew sst fire to the train and dlew their ship up rather than let i1t fall into
the hanis of the enery,

Bafnbridge records that all thirteen of the bodies were recovered following the
explosion, but he gives an account which varies sozmewhat from the bodies that
werg recently found. Bainbridge..1ncidenta11y. hed aspealei to the Bashaw to
allow him t5 view the bodies &S soon as he reelized that the explosion he heard had
] beea that of the Intrepid, The Bashaw reluctently granted bermission for Bainbridge
' and two of his lieutenants to see the Yodies after they had been washed up on
shore, ‘

Bainbridge states in his dairy that two of the dodies were found in the bottom
of the keich itself which grounded og the rocks at iFe Torih sida of the western
B entrance to the harbvor, another body wes found in one of the two boats that had
B accompanied the Intrepid and had later iri<ted ashorz to the westward,

& Jour others were discovered floating near the harbor and the six remaining

F bodies were found on Yhé Veach 5 ths southeast of the town, This would place the
R atler group neer the site of the ﬁ?e??ﬁf"ﬁ?ﬁﬁiﬁéfiéd"ééﬁé%éry where they were

. found, i '

-4 o
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‘has becoms of the sixth dody or whether Bainbridge actually gav six and not
‘%odies lying on the beach is hard to say. The account he gives is sketchy
s mentions the numbsr but once. -

. "He notes down that all Ehsﬁhgéizg,!2t¢m90-mutilg§z§~§§§$ 1t was_ impossible to
identify them, He adds that the six were taken to the top of the bluff overlooking
‘the deach whers they wsre found and were provided with graves and that "they were
aid to rest with all small honors that could be given them," including a funeral
ervice which 3ainbridge himself read over the graves. :

These facts, except)for the exact numdber of the bodies, which were get down by
ﬁ“ﬁBninbridgeihearly.a,éentury and & half 2go, bave been dorne out as & result of the
exhaustive fnvestigation initiated by the Arad harbormaster of Tripoli, Mustafa
3utrechis, end the American consul in.that city, Wr. Orray Teft, Jr.

. The invegt1gat1ogwggﬁggllxhgpgﬂijghgﬁggg_;pﬁ191§~ghgp, in response to en inquiry
from the americar exbassy in Rome concerning the fate of the men of the Intrepid,
Hr. Burchis undertook a meticulous exemination of old Jewish records, private Arad
collection of letters, papers, and dierles, end interviewed innumarable descendants

of residents of Tripoll at the time of the disaster.

The herbormester set down in detail the results of his investigntions and wrote
a complete report of the matter which was then transmitted to the American embdassy
in Xome. Unfortunately, however, this report was ancng smerican state papers which
wera burned by embassy officials in 1941 upon the outbreak of war. The investiga~
tion was revived lest year when Mr. Burchis retreced his findings from hie original
aotes. Togethaer with Hr., Teft, he was able once more to piece together the story

of the five grzves.

&

e

L oK

"The Intrepid hed exploded in a pass Jocated about half wey down the length of
the present north breakwater and all the pertinent stories he (Mr. 3urchis) has
heard say thet five bodies had drifted up on the beach in front of a cliff," Consul
7ot related in a report to the State Departnent concerning his research. "From
+his beach they were unceremoniously dracged to the cliff &nd interred ina rough’
.. pattern, 1 questioned Mr. Burchis at length as to his belief in the reliadility .

"of his inforcation and could find no flaw in his pattern of investigation,®

" Mr. Taft adds.,

i
5 ST

Yr, Teft end Mr. Burchis, together with the American vice consul, went to the
cemetery, nened the old Protestant Cemetery, on the outskirts of the town and
direcly above the cliff where lr. Surchis said the bodles had been dregged. Mr.
aurehis then without hesitetion picked out five graves.located in the northeast

cornar.: skt

Subsaquent to the burlel of the bodies in 1304, Mr, 3urchis explained, it
bvecane necessary to establish the old Protestant Cemetery for the burial of
foreignera., Since five Americsuns wers alresdy Vnown to dbe interred there,‘a wall
was erected around the plot and the whole cenm:ctery was dedicated in e ceremony
% which was ettended by the then present diplomatic end consular officials, including
- those of the United States,

Upon this {dentification of the five bodles as beiné those cf five men from
the Intrepid, ¥r. Taft sent a telegram to Vice sdmirel Forrest P, Sherman, USN,

-5 -
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~omannding the U. S, Mediterznesn Fleet, steting thet ke hed sudbstantial evile:
‘that the o°=v-~~ of five imerican seilors lost on the Intrepid im 1804 had deea
;&4scovered. .idmiral Shermzn imoedietelr errenged or e visit to T-ipold of Re
48nmirsl %. E, Cruzen, Ccxzmanier, Cruiser Division Two, &ani the Spokane, A

The five unkmown sailors who hed dief so valiently fﬁ-hti o s
vers given fine) honors in a colorful cerenony étt:nged g; m:g§ ;;g;h;§;1::::::
nilitary, ani government offictals. 4 bend of scottlsh Carerons plered nart{al
susic as the detachmsnt from the Spokene es well es 2 ualt of the British Are
stationed at Tripoli marched the helf 2 mile from the two to the srachsiigfny

In short éddresses, Eear tdmire) Crusen spoke o
. E L 2 L _tke eerly history of t:

and of its expioits during the Serbery vars, Cerztain W, J,. Harshall..USﬁ cznzz

officer of ths Spokene, rarreted the Icirepid TIE81048, and Consul Teft told of

reseerch don2 io znef 3 ¢ gravcos snt unvelled toe memorial Plaocue to the 74

heroes: Léeute;ant Z. J. Sheridesn, USK, chzpleain of the Spo¥ene, giii & shor’

Treyer, and sn honor gucrd of Merineg firsed eys ! erave
i o el 24 several yollgys over %E:ﬂ?frﬁgyffel

saterestingly enough, Joseph Ezrema-1i, the preseant mavor of Tripoli end ..

' dirgst descgpiant ol the Jcseph Te.emanii wio wes 2eshiw of Tripoli at the tim:
the :arba;y da;n. attendei the ceresony with approzizately 50 other guests, )

The rlaque Lonoring the five men wes fleced in the cemetery oa the cliff by
the officers and men of the Spokene. Tne zomey for the narke;s wES eolle;ted.
througk voluntery contridutions. Indiviauel Pplogues, walch will be repleced at
8 leter oaie LY yeTTENSDT LErrers, were rlaced near each freve,

On each of thess individue] vlagues is writien: "Her

) s X 2 ~itten: e lies An Unlnowa ime
Sodlor Lust Prom USS Iptrepid in Tripoll Zarbvor 1804"--a uorth; triduie to t;:q
coy;fgeans seilors of the liavy of vesterdpy from the seilors of the Navy of

"o

Approved For Release 2009/06/23 : CIA-RDP05T00644R000601810009-0



Approved For Release 200?/06/23 : CIA-RDP05T00644R000601810009-0
i !

i

' SRR/ o , oot 3
NAYORRE 104 A6V, 11ot0) e DECK LOG—REMARKS SHEET Mge 482
S . —
1
UNITED STATES eNip . SPOKANE (0L 1) Saturdsy 2  April
(Do) (7] (Adonit}

00-04 Anchored in Tripold, 'l'riponunil in 13 fathoms of water, sand bottam, with 75 fat}
o 3:“5' mus% m‘gsrz% &:)ﬂu' &".; 214 .t::nn' L cunlhqm predy] '

ea0on . n ! ] or .
fé‘i"ﬁ‘k..; Adnire) CRUZEN US, OomCruDiv TWO in the U.3.S. SPOKANE. 0215 Purevant io tns
orders of the Camanding Officer’ dated 1 April 1949, serial GLI/QL, uthority: UsS. Nevy Res
lations 190, CODERRE, E.J. 4 AL 66 BIC USN, retumed aboard having coapleted tesporery adds
duty as U.8. Navy Shore Patrol, Tripoli, with-the following members of the Shore Pasrol: MALOY
R.S, 409 81 L9 CSC USNy ALDERMAN, A.0. 834 91 92 QM3 USI; ANSEL, J. 234 84 08 QM3 USN; BURLL
798 35 62 12 USN; HAGY, J.A, 570 9209 XT2 USN) SNIOHT, A.L. 258 O8 96 Bl USN; LUTE, O.N. 67
BT3 USN; 10TTS, C.W. 260 @1 47 SR3 UsM; P » d+Bo 216 02 76 M3 USN; HERR, J.X, 650 17 9 cF
SPAULDING, R.H. 1088339 PFO USMO; MENTER, PJ/H. 31613 &3MM2 USN. 0215 Pursusnt to the orders
Commanding Offiser dated 1 April 1949, s -CL120/QL, authority U.S. Navy Regulations 1948,
0625, LTJG C.W. STARR USN, returned abosrd ting campleted temporary additional dutyas Shors
Officer at the local and military Police Heddquarters, Tripeli, 0315 Pursuant to the orders ¢
Comamnding Officer dated 1 April 1949, serisl CL120/QL, authority U.S. Navy Regulaticns 1948,
0625 LT R.,H, EPLEY USN, retumed aboard having completed temporary sdditional duty as the sens
shore patrol afficer, Tripali. .

ao»‘r :;A'——-— .
‘x. m.
mo, u.s.".

8 Anchored as befare.

S, S
AM, HAZEN, ©
L1JG, U.S.N.

~el2 Anchorsd as before. 0800 Mustered crew at q\m‘e‘cnicnbnnteut none. 1000 .The

ceremonial party left the ship for ceraucay to honor five American sailors lost in 1804 frem ¢

g;s.s. INTREPID. 1015 Made daily inspection of magasines and muokeless powder samples; condit
Tmal. . . | .

1216 Anchored as before. 1225 Ceremonial ‘ot ‘aboard, 1300° £resh
srovisions for general mess from H. MOHAMMED mp;ﬁ,'mmﬁ.'mm?um R;;dnd“ as to
{::::::’63 g‘:‘ 'ﬁi E.H.mgaib USN and as to qu;glzymﬁcx. 8. 2 T IJ. 02 USN; peas 100
oy L '] radishes
Jrytes ,m pi M s :pﬂn‘. onion 8 29 1lbe, grapefmit Do 1bs,
-” o UMD

JOHN WRLLS,
m&., U.S.N.R.
1420 Anchored as before,
o LA S b
. : <OST RRKOR TR - ¥
. . ) lls. U.83.N, /
T et e, - Bfsn
: , D.X. SWEENEY, ,
e 113G, U.S.N.R,
‘M/p/’g ' éﬂ M‘Jy
"Aﬁdﬁ“—-s— .
W, J. MARSHALL, CAPTADU,U' on  comsanoma, - Te Ae MELUSKY, IDIR, . -

TO BE FORWARDRD DIRECT TO THE BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL AT THE END OF CAGH MONTH
115 SORMNNIIY FIITING CIPES : 190820« §04
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NAYPRAS 14 tner 1ot DECK LOG—REMARKS SHEET ' Aga 183
e — . — M ——
UNITED STATES SHIP . SPOXANE  (OL 120) Saturday 2 April
_ (Do) (et (Atoas)

00-04 Anchored in Tripold, Triponttnii in 13 fathoms of water, sand bottam, with 75 fatt
;r htmlé E:'tgo atcllaaurdbot cg:&ot 039 tonorj.“ Bo:ucnehor;n tzao:ri:g::nm Bplnitlh Fort 214°t; Breakwat
esacon con . or number ] or auxilia t\u'pou-.

#A ie kcu" Adniral cwzbt USN, ComCruDiv TWO in the U.S.S. sromg. o5 Purlur{n to the
orders of the Oamanding Officer dated 1 Aprdl 1949, serial CLI/QL, authority: U.S. Navy Re;
lations 1920, CODERRE, E.J. 4 AL 66 BIG USN, retumed aboard having completed temporary add!
duty as U.8, Navy Shore Patrol, Tripold, wi -the following members of the Shore Patrol: MALOY
R.8, 409 81 49 CSC USNs ALDERMAN, A.0. 834 91 92 QM3 USN; ANSEL, J. 234 84 08 Q3 USN; BUELL
798 35 62 UM2 USN; HAGY, J.A. 570 929 KT2 USN; BNIGHT, A.L. 258 08 96 B USN; LUTZ, O.W, 67-
BT3 USN; LOTTS, C.W. 264 81 47 SA3 USN; PIIRGE, J.B. 2]6 02 76 MU3 USN; HERR. J.E. 60 17°9 of
SPAULDING, R.H. 1088339 PFC USMO; MENTER, FJH. 316723 83HM2 USN., 0215 Pursuant to the orders
Comzanding Offiser dated 1 April 1949, serisl .CL120/QL, authority U.S. Navy Regulations 1948,
0625, LTJG C.W, STARR USN, returned aboard haging campleted taporary additional dutyas Shore
Officer at the local and military Police Heddquarters »'Tripoli, 0315 Pursuant to the orders ¢
Comnanding Officer dated 1 April 1949, seridl CL120/QL, authority U.S. Navy Regulations 1948,
0625 LT R.H. EPLEY USN, retumed aboard hlvﬂrx completed temporary additional duty as the seni
shore patrol afficer, Tripoli. | )

.2, 2oy
. A.ul mm,"'

LG, v.8.N,

/
/

L8 Anchored as befors.

. LD,
. AM. HAZEN, “
LG, U.5.N,

"-12 Anchored as before. 0800 Mustered orew at Mwa sbsenteest none. 1000 .The
ceremonial party left the ghip for ceremony %o homor five American sailors lost in 1804 froem ¢
U.S.8, INTREPID. 1015 Made daily inspection of magasines and smokeless powder samples; condit
normal, . . ' .
§ I. R ’ KF . 70 . ;‘2%{3(4”
oo A M HAZEN S
TNO TN

L2-16 Anchored as before. 1225 Ceremonial rty returned aboard, 1300 R
>rovisions for general mess from H. MOHAMMED ampgun, Tripoli, Tripolitania ;:u'::«? ::hto
antity by HATAWAY, E.H. CSC USN and as to quality brmﬁgcx. 8. m2 T d 02 5 peas 100

lettuce 620 1bs, celery 20 lbs, spring onions 200 1bs radishes b))
areley 10 lbs; all fresh articies, ’ 390 1bs, grapstruit 300 1bs,
- e UMY
JOHN

ENS., U.S.N.R.

14-20 Anchored as before, .
o 2' .”.:1' Oy v?
- - <O RO TR Vo
e | ' INS, U.8.N. o
-2 . Anchored as before, %\LM
,: D-Ko an, \

1T, U.S.N.R,

APPROVED! . ‘ : ] w"v“?”' ,
‘);. /’ ‘ JA
Z Ué’?ﬂn&é—%—m—- ? .
W, J. MARSHALL, m'ﬂmnu 5N commanome, - T A+ MELUSKY, LOIR, e NAVt

TO S& FORWARDED DIRECT TO THE BURERAU OF NAVAL PERGONNEL AT THE END OF SAGH MONTM
115 GORIUINT FINTING CITISY : 14320~ M
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' Mustapha Burchis' : :
Account of His Research Concoming ‘Burial R
o Place of the American Seilors of the S.S. Intrepid -
oo (Translatsd from Lrabio by S‘haﬁc‘Ibrahim g

I

..‘.

I first heurd mﬂay 1938 of the five graves of the American ui.lora vho
died ‘.Ln the exploaion of the. "Intrepid " el iy e e

‘.- -S- ce e

1
sy e

- At the time, JItaly rulod ny country and ‘I was a "ma.rshal" working with tho 3 ;

Tripoli Port Authorities. The rank of "marshal was equivalent to '‘Sergeant
lejor and it was the highest rank a Libyan could get in the Itelian Armed -
Forces. As heed of all Libyans employed at the Port, I had a great deal of
influence and the Italians often used my servicea in collecting and finding
inforratiorn.

One day Colonel Carlo Pumo, Port Caimander, called me to his office—

Port Captain Mario Battaglierl was also there. The Colonel showed me a message—
No. 13625--received from the Civil and Folitical Affairs Office of the Tripolitanian
Government informing Colonel Pumo of a telepress ccrmunication No. 212844, dated
April 9, 1638, from the American Embassy in Rome, requesting any available in-

" formation that might lead to the discovery of the whereabouts of the graves of

. the Arerican sailors killed in the explosion of the "Intrepid" in 1804. Even -
if no information were availsble, the Embassy agreed to pay for any search mwade.

© & seemed to me that the Itallan authorities i vore not very interested in
the subject, as they asked @e to try and get_eny infomtion available, making

it clear. that. if my work met with Success the Italian Fort Authorities womla T
_not ensure my compensation and that vhatever work I did would have to be

e,

reported to Rome first, and on my own responsibilities. = Tave -
e e e .

i That day I went home with big dreams end great idees, I thought of myself
as the discoverer of a hidden secret, a secret:of:heroic death. I dreamed that
the Arerican Government wonld takz me to Armerica and I would be a great man.
Anerica was a dream to me, a dream of wealth and freedom and now I haed my big
chance of having it come trus.

I discussed the problem vith my family, relatives and friends. Thej all
thought that I was craszy aad sounded the same question, "How can you find graves

. of people vho diod and vere buried in 1804%" "Yes, how?" I asked myself and I

" had no.answer. Howaver, egainat cveryone's advice I decided to take a chance )
- and try.: In this decision, my wife stood by re and gave me all encouragemnt and

= ho].p. Ior ‘ne this wes & che.nca to make a dream come true.

f Tho driving force ‘oahind my decision goes back to the way of life I lived
. and was living :at .the time when I started my search. I come from an old Moslem
. family that fought Italien colonization and kept fighting. One of my uncles

‘. wvas the present.King Idris' private telephonis. - when the King was our Prince,

-

)
/

-that wvas 4n 1914, Even now my uncle's family is known in Cyrenaica as .the
Al1 Al-Telephone family. During one of the many battles with the Italiens, e
I vas taken prisoner at the age of 12. The Italians took me from Derna to
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Tripoli and put ms to work. Ever since December 16, 1914, I have been working .
at the Port, I grew up among sailors - Arabs, Italians and many other nationali-
ties. I could not get any formal education, I only learned to read and write
ITtalian and Arabic - and my Italian, owing to more practice and use,is stronger
than nmy Arabic. I got my promotions at the Port t1ll I became ™marshal®™, This
gave me suthority over Libyans but not Italians - they were the rulers. I
enjoyed my work as harbormaster and I loved the sea and sailars. From sailoars

I £irst heard of a new world, America, where people are free and can become rich
~overnight. My mind exaggerated those atories and I imagined myself there; and
that dreem grew up with me. It would be exactly what I would do one day, .go to
Americea, become free and rich.

It was that drean, perhaps my familiarity with the see, that decided me to
£ind out more about the dead American seilors.:

Besides the fact that those sailors were killed in 1804, in the explosion
of the "Intrepid" in Tripoli harbor, I knew nothing of the subject. Thus my
first logical step was to read about its history in order that my steps might
be guided in finding the secret that had been hidden for almost one hundred and
. fifty years, ’ -

The Italian Authorities in Tripoli had many librarles which I visited day
aftér day, after my work, to read the history of the Barbary Pirates. They all
told almost the same story in few paragraphs. I found that the Azerican

"Intrepid" was ate s n stico"., The
Allericans used this sailboat for dangerous missions because it could be easily

mistaken for a Tripolitenian sailboat. As such it was used successfully in
1803, under the captaincy of Stephen Decatur to enter Tripoli harbor and blow
up the American "Philsdelphia® before it could be used by the Pirates. In
1804, the "Intrepid" was sent on a more dangerous mission tov blow up the Tripoli
pirete fleet anchored in the harbor. The "Intrepid", with 13 sailors on board,
exploded for reasons unknown, and what became of its sailars, no book mentioned.

© ' Having saturated myself with the history, I turned my attention to the
‘problem of getting infarmation about the dead sailors. This took me to the
following possible sources. The first was Suleiman Bey Karamanly who gave me
permission to use his private collection of books, publications and manuscripts.
This collection yielded no information to me because a large number of the publi-
cations were in Turkish which language I do not know. I was forced to get
translators who could help me.

The Castle library was of great interest but yielded no new information.
'However, my constant trips to the Castle aroused the interest of an old guard
vho in his quiet manner daily inquired about my health and my studies; and in a
longer conversation he accidentally mentloned runicipality records and the .
Moslem Property Department records, saying that if I wanted any information of
ny missing relatives I could find something in those places, not here.
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R
. Follewing ilr ol@ man's wisdom, I carried my search to those two places.
At the municipality I met another Keramanli who was head end mayor of the loslem
community in Libya. He gave me all assistance I needed, but there were no
records that went as far back ss 1804. At the offices of the Moslem Property

Departnent I met the Divector Ilmail Kemal, a Libyan historien well informed of
Libyan histcry and evercs, but he kmew nothing of the fate of the American sailors.

At this point, I fourd it interesting ‘- compare the Yaramanli family thet
I met ~ all respsctable luw-abiding citizens and leading figures of the Moslem
conmunity. They were great grandrons of Youssef Karamanli,who ir 1800 ruled
Tripoli with an iron hend and direct:d its piracy and the garbary Wars with
ruthleasness and intrigue.

Kext, I visitcd thLz “Judge of Judges," President of the Moslem Coujfts,
Nohsrmed Burkhis, an c¢ld learned r:n erd one who gave the impression of never
-having ‘lost kis tcuch +4th 0lé customs end habits of Bedouins. The stories he
knew and hed heird of rbout the naval battles between Americans and Tripoli
Pirates were numercus, ord he told pe of ithe nany ships that sank in Tripoli
harbor and the many dacd that were always found on the Eastern shores of the city.
The story abcot th Eastern shore lade= turned out to be a fact, later, but at
that point, it bed ro significsnrs to me, The Judge, however, indicated in his
conversatisn that he Christian churches in Tripoli might know something of the
fate of the Christian s=zilors. .

Seeing thas wiudom of his suggestion, I got in touch with Monsignore
Facchinetti who gave me cermiesion to look at their registers of the déad. Two
Catholic Brothers h: lpcd me Curing my short search of the Cathedral's archives.
Darinz this time the Brothers told me gbout Christisnity and its greatness and
wvay of life, trying to convert m» to their religion. It was the first tinme I
hed heard e cu’ t.e ir. 2lells - Jigion aud I admired it end sew how near it is
to curs becaure v2 elio belleve in Coe God end e moral life. The differences,
I thought, were u-% irportcnt erd I rerained a good Moslem., The Brcthers, before
leaving them, presented me with two broke, one a history of Libya written by a
Pedu cf %1 . Apecteli s Mluslon, the cucond bock was a history of "Catholic
Papacy® vhirh I reod carclully Gné whiech enlightened me greatly.

fwr ~
, My wark had cofielas’ 12 gbovt thres moaths; it got me no nearer to my goel
but I benzfited frorm ths citoly. I also became 30 interested that I resolved
never to give w~, The mrre I purcued, the greater my interest became.

I resorted na:t to the irabic end Itelian newspepers. Sheik Mohammed Al-
Misurati was Editor o tkn Arablic paper e7d elzo & teacher of the Xoran. The
Sheik was a well iraveled men and well read. Fe told me of & story he had read
while in Egypt 4n or: of “he Epyptien publications {whose name he @id not
remenber) - a story of ths 1804 Naval Batile in Tripoli; the story mentioned
that "meny" Americen srilors were killed curing the Kareranli Wars and that
those sailrrs were burled on the Esstern shor@ of Tripoli. The Sheik then
added his lcgizel conclusion “erl maybe tha® is vwhy the English cemetery started
there." As a lest word, on departing from the office the Sheik seid to me,
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Wby don't you try the 01d City} the elder Sheiks might remember things, but you
must be careful how you approach them." o

I departed from the Press Office in high spirits, and made my way to the
British Counsulede, Mr. }Maclelan, who in the presence of his Maltese secretary,
Robert Ghirlando, received me with open smile; I told them of my nission and
asked them directly of eny information that they could give me. My manner was
perhaps too foreeful, for I thought that those people had the secret I had been
after and that they should give it to me. I was impatient. Thelr manner changed
and they answered very coldly that a quest like that was not in their line,
they knew nothing of it,end thet they had already written en answer to the
American Embeassy in Rowe in response to its request, saying that they knew
nothing of the sailors.

Thus rebuffed, I went home as usual and felt like giving up all hope. By
nov all my friends and relatives thought I was foolish and unsteble. My wife,
as ever, was by my side and I talked to her at great length of my work so far.
I did not and was not expecting my wife to be helpful because women, to us,
are busy at home and not interested in men's problems. Suddenly she suggested
. that I go to Benghazi and then to Egypt to check on the story and talk to
Libyan historians in Benghazi. Msybe some one of them would know.

* Why I accepted the suggestion, I don't know, maybe because I was tired and
wanted to go away. I cheered up and made reedy to leave, taking time off from
my work. Then came the problem of finance. My wife even sold her jewsels to
help pay expenses, Fy =tey in the East proved only one point, that any in- [/
formation leading to definite facts had to be taken from old related stories ,—-j
and thet meant back to Tripoli.

Back in Tripoli‘ 1 was st my work again in my office waiting for some
opportune time to go out and start getting information as to the best sources
from which to hear the ancient stcries. :

Finally, I got an efternoon off ané I was at ihe Feritime Agent's Offloe,
Signor Andrea Farrugie. Signar iAndrea told me of the many stories he had
he stories told by the elders among the Jewish Cormunity still living in
the 0ld City. These stories told of the bodles thet were buried on the East

Coast of the Larbor. - -

These constant references to the Eastern Coast convinced me that I should -
follow this line of research. Life in the 0ld City and the ancient traditions
nade approach to the people difficulti. 4 direct approach would get me nowhere,
‘8o I started getting friendly with people, spending afternoans sipping tea and
smoking end exchanging stories. One of these old men was "Hawoto Eatuma,"
slmost ohe hundred years old at the time; he remerbered his father telling him
of great explosions in Tripoli Harbor in the year 1804, and great fires that
kept the city excited for days. Those were of ships that burned in the harbor
and resulted in many, meny American sailors being killed. Those sallors were
buried where they were founé on the Fastern Coast of Tripoli. FEatuma then
tool: me to the hcuse of the aged Here Shaloum Mmb}»fno took me around and saw to
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% that I became & friend of the elder Jewish Cormunity. The stated purpose of
...> visits wvar to bave my fortune told. Over cups of tea and smokes my fortune
was told time ard time again. A4 great friendship developed between us)and :
stories were exchanged till the "Intrepid" hiriory came up,and here interest
wvas at its greatest.  Most of the people had heard stories’ from their fathers
and grandfathers of ;few hodies of Americen sailors that were buried on the
Eastern shores of the harbor exactly where the English cemetery is now. A
Maltese seaman of sbout sighty-five remembered his father and cousfn telling
the same stories snd said that there were five bodies that were ied where
the Protestant cemetery is now. This ws2 further confirmed by "Bakka," which
means in literary translation 'bedbug™; Bakka was an estrologer and a fortune
teller (he died directly efter the British occupation of Tripoli). He was
fairly sure that {lie British or Fortestant cemetery wes started because of the
five unknown graves. '

That next day, after work, I decided to make another visit to the British
Consulate. During the morning in my office Mohammed Zentutl, Port Pilot, was
asking me whetber I had learned anything in my quest,end we telked about the
®"Intrepid”; during that conversatica I learned that currents in the port area
are directed often to thLo Eactern shore., Since the present seawalls éic not.
exist at the time of the Tiarbary Wers, that could explain exactly how the bodies
of saillors could be washed te that location., In my mind, I became positive,
that the five urkoowm greves in the nos Protesf?ﬁf'iﬁr“Téry.yexauihaAgraxaa;L.
vas~Tooling Ior.

Thus I retwred to the British Consilrte. “his time I was calm, quietyjand
sure of nyself, T 4-lkad d*f;ezeﬁtly thean on tze oucasion of my first visikt.
I was after {acte.

iy first question w=s wher and how did the British cemetery start. It
twrned o:* thet 4n_187C. the v.fe of the B*iQi;h Consul in Tripoli, Mrs,
Warington, dioé,and that =0t ves chosen for buriel. Why wes that particular
place chicsen? “After all, nt ths time .. ¢ was a desorted, lcnely place. The
enswer w.s, racaus> L%g*ﬂ_g*”ﬂ alrerty five graveg_&hg:a;gﬁlieved to be of
fhristin-s turd-d i i30 beginring ci the cenwury, WVhen t e o e Consil
was buried, tio plava .0 walicB end Loyt &S a Protestant Cemetery. I was
extremely excited Ly then and said to the British Consul, "these five graves
are the opes I en lookir; for., Tiay sre the five Anerican sallors killed in
the "Intrepid" exrlésien.® - )

I then inspccted the ceretory and the graves, and some additional questioning .
confirned to me the facis. I wrote my report in Italian. The report had
original meps of the (0ld Fort area e=d the location and other illustrations
drawn of the site of the graves. The Port Com.ander, Colonel Pumo, in the
presence of Cartain Marid Battezheri, receiv.d my work to be forwarded to the
American Embassy in Rors. That was in 1939, a year after I first started my
work; the war ned alrecdy started. My hoves fell soon after my report had been
sent. Italy was an enemy of the United States in the war. What happened to my
work, I don't kaow. Almczt teh years of wer passed by and I forgot that wark.
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However, my friends and relatives were convinced of the fact that, after all,
Mustafa Burchis was not a fool, and he dic discover the secret end had reached
his goal.

It was after the war on the sixth day of June, 1948, I wes having a drink
with some friends and reading the local Arabic paper, "Tarablus Al-Gharb" when
I came across a notice saying that the American Government was going to open a
Consulate in Tripoli ané that Mr. Taft will be first Consul. This notice re-
vived & dead hcpe and I said to myself, here is a chance again. This time. I
will deal directly with the representatives of the United States Goverament.
The American Consulate opened on the 19th of Cctober, 1948. On Decerber 20th,
I sent my first letter to Consul Taft, reviewing my story and ending the letter
thus, "I am at the cisposal of the Unived Stetes Government in orde: tc let you
know the fate of thess heroic sailors." ‘

. On the Z6th of January, Mr. Crrey Taft, Jr.jsent me e message informing me
tret my letter had been forwarded to Rome. This was followed on larch 2nd, by a
letter fror Mr. Taft, saying "...this office would appreciate information on
the locetion pf the graves..."

The day wds a memorable day to me when on Monday, Zlst of Merch 194%, I
went Lo the United Stetes Consulate and gave them my information. OCn the 23rd,

two c‘-afs later, I was requested to meet Mr. Taft U_r%en,.tl.l_ Y, and was informed ihet
formation has been accerted as correct and that the United §€stes“§ggyﬂhgd

ecided on a special ceremoniy on the 2nd of April to coimemorate the deatn and
burial of those brave sailors.

Thus it took place that through hex¢ contiruous work I ciscovered the graves
of the five unknown United Stetes sailor:s who bravely care to thelir death in the
explosion of the "Intrepid" and whose graves are now a synubol of a eriod of
history when the United States was at war with Tripoli. These graves are known
now tc all Arericans who visit these sheres,end a rmerorial cerenon;” is held
every yeér, / ‘

- i s bttt n s ks e e Attt = 4. 4 oo e o
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