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Caronolagy of BTTR Sheotdown, 24 February 1998

0928  Brothers to the Rascue (BTTR) files six Alight plans wlephonically, inivally for a 1015 planned
departuze. : '
1000~  CuZan fighters airtome in resction to believed lacursion into Cuban tervitorial sirspace by
1200  aircraft operated'by BTTR Cuban fighters ramurn to base without making cantac: with
any aircraft,

1148 BTTR updates three flight plans w0 reflece intended 1230 departure. Cther thres flight pians
automaticaily expired at 1215,

1313 Three US-based BTTR aircraft depart Opa Locka Adefiaid, Miamy:

Alrcralt Numbes Coloc

1 N2506 Light Blue

2 N2456S White and Blue

3 N54858 White and Rlue w/ Red Stripe

{4%8-  Three BTTR aizeraft inform the Havaea Air TrafBic Controf Caater that shey intead to operate

1457 south of the 24k paraliel. Control Canter wams aircraf aot to {ly south of 24tk pazaile! secayse
the ares was “active and dangesous.” BTTR aircraf respond thay are swaze of daages but will be
fiying south of 24th paralle! anyway.

1567-  US Customs radar shows the three BTTR aircrant cperating seuth of the 24th parailel.

1516 U3 Customs radar 2iso shows two fast-moving airemadt airborme nerth of I-avana Subseguent
information identifics them as 3 MiG-23 and a MiC-29 that departad San Antonio de los Banos
Alrfield.

1518 US Customs radar shows Aircraf? | as approximately 1 NM rorth of Cuban temitorial airspace
(approximarely 12 nautical miies o the Cuban ¢oastiloc) and heading south. Aircraf 2 and 3
are agproximately 3 NM acch of Cubag territerial airspace 28d headed aast,

1319 Dats detived from US Customs radar shows Airczat | has aatered Cutan ::rmorial Urspace.

1526 Cuban fightess request penmission to fire on 4 wiits and bjus Cessns 33 airerad. Cuban greund
contrellerz give nilet authorization to destroy aircraft.

1521 The MIG-29 pilot reports that Alrcraft 2 has desa destroved.

1224 US Customs radar shows no Aircraft 2 oa scope. 1S Qustoms radar last observed Aircraft 2
at 238N 08229W (approximately § N outside Cuban terniterial girspacs).

1324 Tae MIG-29 nilot visually acquires Aircrad 3.

1528 Alrcraft | severses course and cms Cuban tertitorial arspace. Cuban greund contreiiers give
authorization ta destroy Air

1523 - Mig-29 pilot reports Airctaft 1 is destroved. US Custorms mdsr shews ne Airera 3. US
Customs radar last locates Airera®t 3 at 2337N C8232W (approximately 16 NM from Cunan
territorial avrspacs).

1709 Alrczaft 1 lands at Cpa Locka Airfield ia Miarm,

Approved for Release: 2019/03/18 C06112372

111



Approved for Release: 2019/03/18 C06112372

T il T4

(Y]
1.

Cuba Aircraft Shootdown of 24 February 1996
Timelins of Events
(All umes local)

{nformation frem US Customs, supplemented by obsesvaiions from ships in the area,
indicates that two US ¢ivilian aiccraft, shot down by 2 Cuban MIG-25, were in
international airspace; the lead US plare which returned sufely to Miami did enter Cuban
airspace as part of an operation conducted by the Fionda based emigre group Brotrers w
the Rescue (BTTR).

he MIC-29 apparently made no effort Lo contact the emigre priots, wag 1S wings or
escort them from the area betore requesting permission (¢ fire,

10:0C am - Noon During the hours leading up to the shootdown, we know that
Cuban fighter aircratt had bean conducung air pawols i reaction (0 what they believed (o
5e an incursion into Cuban air space. The Cuban airccaft ceturned (o their base making ac
contact with any atrerall,

{1:48 am BTTR updates their flight plaas o reflect intended 12:3C departure.
i3 pm According to the FAA, three BTTR aireraft take off from COpa Locka

artietd in Fiorida.

2:57 pm BTTR aircralt numbBer one contacis the Havana civilian ar traffic convsiler
and informs it that the BTTR aircralt planned o operaie south of the 24th parallel, The
Cutan air rraffic controtler ackaowlsdges receipt of the fight plan and irforms the aircralt
of the danger in cperating south of tha 24th parallel. BTTR aircrafi made it clear inat they

were aware of the danger each time they crossed the parallel but were, as usual, flying in
anyway.

3:01 pm All thres BTTR aireraft are operating south of the 24th parallel.
3:07-3:16 pm One MIG-23 and one MIG-29 Cuban aircraft are airborne nerth of
Havan

b)

18 pm RTTR aircraft number ote is 20pr v | am nerth of Cuban termiicnal
airspace and heading scuth. The otier iwo STTR :ir-l "-. are approximately & ar nenh
of Cuba's territorial airspacs and headed east.
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29 am BTTR aircrafi number oné pencirates Cuba's 12 mile temitonial airspacas,

3:22 om BTTR aircrait numper one penetrates I nm e Cuba’s fernitorial airspace,

Approx. 3:23 pm The MIG-29 reporis 0 its control (ower sighting a small white and

hiue aireraft (BTTR aircraft number two) flying at a low altitude. The MIG pursues and
idemifies the aiceraft as a Cessna 337,

321 pm The MIG-29 pilot reports that aircrall number two had besa spot down.,
S Customs radar shows that BTTR aircraft aumber two i$ n0 longar on scope at 3:24,
Tne shootdown geeurs appraximately 5 am nerth.of Cuba's {2 mile territonial airspace.

The crew of a Norwegian-flagged cruise ship, located in international waters, sess
ine expiosien of this second airerart from 6-7 nm away. and piaces the shootdown at
appreximately 8 nm outside of the Cuban territorial limit.

The crew of 3 US-registered fishing buat. aiso in inlemational waters. observes 1a
downing of the second aircraft. The (ishiag deat arrives st the crash sita and sess an il
stick and an prange {loat.

Apprex. 3:26-3:28 pm The MIG piict notes he has STTR aircraft number three in
sight, requests permission to destroy it. receives permiission, and ragerts the aircraft
dasunved. At 3:31 pm the plane disappears from US Customs radar. This occurs
aperoximasely 16 am norch of Cuban teriterial airspace (appeex. 28 am from the coast).

Tae crews of the cruise ship and the fishing beat ohserve a MIG fire a missile anc
destroy aircrai® number three. The cruise ship places the cowning of the piane atabout | ;
am cutside of Cuda's twelve mile eritorial imit. Approximately 15 minutes later, the
cruise ship passed within 2.3 nm of the crash sitz and cbserved an oil slick sut no debris,

5:C% pm BTTR aircraft number one lands at Opa Locka.
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The continuing flew ef intelligence since Saturday, =zhe
day c¢f the shect down, nas caused us ¢ medify seme of cur
estimatag, and the IC will centinue te make revisions as
data imprcves. But four key judgmencs we made by Suacday
morning nave cnly been strengthened since then.
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dewn by air-to-alr miggilss from a Cugan M
internacicnal airscace. We r;lied o US Cugtoms radar ta

make this determiraticn criginally. Since then, independent
radar dispiays frem the Caribpean Regicnal Centea\and NefAD

Scutneast Sectcr confirm thig conclusicn. And a Norwegizrn-

Second, the MIZ-2¢ £id not contass the civilian pilezs,

)

wag ics winga, ¢= try ts escort thenm

=

£rxrom the area--as

required by intdrrmaticnal law--befera raguesting and

apeut 3nm inte Culan airsgace pefcre returning sac

Miami.
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Paths Flown by U8 Clvilian
Aircraft, 24 Fedruary 1996
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5y Cuaban Snootdewn of Two US
# Clvillan aireraft, 24 February 1996
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