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Chrouoiag or BTTR Sboozdmvn. 24 February 1996 

Brothers to me R.=c~.:e (B'I'§"R) fits: six flight plam tcicphonically, lnivjaliy for a 10 L5 planqed. 
dcparmre. ‘ ' 

Cuban fightem airborne in reaction to beiieved incursion into Q1ba.n!er:'i1ori.a1 air9fi<== by 
aim-an 0p::3!Q.d'bY B""‘R.1 . Cuban figmers rczurzz mo base without maldng canzac: with

_ 

any aircxafi. ' 

BTW. updates mm flight plans no reflec: imended 17.30 departure. C‘-he!‘ three flight plans 
automadcafly expired at 1215. 

Three US-based ETTR aircraft dcpan Opa Loch; Airfield, Miami: 

A.i:c§-if: Number Color 
1 N2506 Ligm Blue 
2 N24 S§S Whit: and Bluc 
3 N5-£853 Whit: and Blue wl Rad Strip: 

Three BTYR inform me Havana Air Trzfific Con:ro£'C::::c: that '11:? Zmcnd no epetaze 
south of the 2411': parallel. Consul Canter warns aircrafi .101 an fly scum of 24d’: ;:a:s1I».:! because 
the area was "ac-.iv<: ané dangerous." BTTR aircrafi respond may are aware of dangc: but will b¢ 
flying south of 2401 parallel anyway. 

US Cuszoms radar skews the was BTIR airsrnfl cp<:.'aI.ing south cf ah: 241.5 ;ara.Ue1. 
U3 Customs raéaz aiso shows rwo fasz-moving air:-ran airborne norm of I-Iavana. Subsequent 
information iéeruifics them as a M36-23 and .1 ?~A.iC~-29 aha: damned San Anzonio dc lcs Hams 
Airfield. 

US O.:s1am.1 radar shows 1 as 3pptO>iim31-Bi)’ 1 NM earth cf O.:'cznxem':sda1 airspac: 
{approximazciy 12 nautical miics from the Cuban ¢oaszJ.L:c) and heading seuzh. Aircrafi 2 and 2- 
arc appmximamly 8 NM acxzh of Cuban Iarriicriai ai.":pa<: a:.d headed ms; 
Daw derived fiom US Customs radar shows Aimzfi I has en'.cz*:i C‘-Joan territorial airspace. 
Cuhan fighmss request permission to fin: on :1 whine and ‘clue Cessna 33’? aircraft. Cuhan ground 
con¢:o11c.'2 give pilot authorization tn dcstroy aim-an. " 

The ‘MIG-29 pilot reports than Aircrafi 2 has ha: dcarcyed. 

US Cmzoms radar shows no Airman 1 on scope. US O'_<toms mm ms cbscrved Anma 2 
ax 2326}! 082291}! (approxn.-.:~.1:iy S NM outside Cuban amixerial airsparz}.

_ 

‘Tue NEG-29 piim vimnlly acquires Aircraft 3. 

Aircmfl 1 :~:v¢:'::: course and ems Cuban territorial a.:x':;.a<:. Oabsn ground ccnrrcilers give 
auzhorizauon to du-uoy 3. 

Mig-29 pilot reports Aircraft 3 is destroyed. US Czmcrns am shcws no .-kircrul 3. US 
Customs :zé.2r km Eocames Airs:-:33 at 233'?-N 082329! (aflproximawly 16 NM from <'_\_;':.=_:. 
territorial a.i:s;:ac:). 

Aircafi 1 ma 4: 06: um mrmza in Mianu. 
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K Cuba Aircraft Shootd-own of '24 February 1996 

Timelim: of Events 
(A11 umcs local)

4 

information from US Cusroms,supp1ememee by Observations from ships in me area. 
indicates mam two US civilian aircraft. shoz down by-:1 (‘uban M1029, were in 
incemauonal airspace; me lmd US plane which remrned sufeiy to Miami did enter Cuban 
airspace as pan of an epeqrauon condrgczed by the Flonda based emigre group Brothers to 
me Rescue (BTTRL 

The MIG-2'9 appazenuy made nu effon 1.0 comac: me emigre piiois. wag irs wmgs or - 

escort mere from the area befuze requesting permission cc fire. 

10:00 am - Noon During the hours ieading up to rhc shoozdown, we know aha: 
Cuban fighce: aircraft had been esnduczmg air patrols in reacziun co when may beiieved to 
be an incursion inao Cuban azr space. The Cuban airc.-as‘: recurned cc their base malcing no 
sumac: with any aircraft. 

1 I348 am BTTR m_'Jd;t£€S their fligm plans <0 refiec: inlended 22:30 deparzurc. 

£113 pm Acccrdins :0 me FAA. three 8‘Z'i R aircraft cake cf!" from Opa L;-ci<a 
2li.'!'ie£d in z-:0:-ida.

_ 

2:5? pm aircralz number one cemaczs she Havana civihan air zraffic cone-siier 
and informs in (ha: me BTTR am.-rs.-‘z piarmed L0 operaze scum of me 24m pzuallcl. The 
C uben air traffic csmroilcr acknowledges reeeipz of zhe fight plan and infcrttts the aircraiz 
of aha danger in cperatmg sour? of the 24:11 parailel. BTTP. aircrafi made iz clear ma: L‘-'zey 
were aware sf zhe danger each time may crossed me parallel but were. as usual. flying in 
anyway. 

3:01 pm AU three B'1‘E‘?< aircraft are operating souzh cf the 248; parallel. 

3:07-3:16 pm One MIG-23 and one MIG-29 Cuban aircraft we airborne north cf 
Havana. 

3:18 pm BTTR aircrafz number cue is zpproximaceigz I arr. norm ofCuban (<'.t!‘!'lL-.'2I‘i€11 

airspace and needing scum, T115 -',}(h¢;' ;wQ STTR sircrafi are approximaaely 8 nrc. men“. 
of Cuba‘; zenimriai axrspac: and headed ezsz. 

CL 3Y1 
CL REASON: 

DRV FROM? 

ScC'R=EI 

Approved for Release: 2019/03/18 C06112372



Approved for Release: 2019/03/18 C06112372 
FEE ;€ -1 Jé=€€am C . 

‘ 

3???? 

3; i Q pm BTTR ziirerafi numoet one pcnezrzues Cuba's l’2 miie tesitorial airspace. 

3:22 pm BTTR aircraft number one p¢fl¢tfatC$ 3 nm mic Cuba's territorial airspace. 

Appr0X. 3:23 pm The MIG-29 reports to its conirul tower sighting 2. small whine and 
bio: aircraft (B'l'I‘R aircraft number zwo) flying at a low amiude. The MIG pursues and 
identifies the aircraft as a Cessna 337. 

3:21 pm The MIG-29 pilot reports that aircraft number iwo had been shot down. 
o‘ S Cusioms radar shows that BTTR aircraft number iwo is no longer on scope 2123224. 
The shootdown occurs approximately 5 nm ncrmof Cnbzrs t2 mile lI€1'!'iIOl'i3.l&il'S§J3C$, 

c crew of a Norwegian-flagged cruise ship. locazedi in international waters. sees 
we explosion of this second aircraft from 6-7 nm away. and piaces the snootdown at 
nppmximaceiy 8 nm outside of the Cuban territorial limit. 

5! 

The crew of a US-registered fishing boat. also in inlcmational waters. observes the 
downing of uie "second aircraft. The fishing boat arrives at the oi-ash size and sees an oil 
Slick and an orange float. 

Approx. 3:26-3:28 pm The MIG pilot notes he has ':".TI'R aircraft number three in 
sight, requests permission to destroy it. receives perniissicn. and reports the aircraft 
destroyed. At 3:31 pm the plane disappears from US Customs radar. 'I“nis occurs 
zzpprsximaiely 16 nm north cf Cuban zerrizorial airspace (zeprcx. 28 nm from me coas:;. 

The c7:w.s of the cruise ship and one fishing boa: observe a MIG fin a missile and 
destroy aircrafz number Lhree. The cruise ship places the c'owni.ng of the piene a: about E; 
nm outside of Cubes twelve. mile territorial Limit. Aporoximat.-ely l5 minutes later. the 
cruise Ship passed within. 2-'3 of ahe crash site and observed an oil slick but no debris. 

5:09 pm BTTR aircraft number one lands at Opa Locka. 

_
2 

SECfi£I 
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{Z3 25 "5 3e:€Esn 5 : 

The continuing Elcw cfi intelligence since Saturday, zhe 

day cf the shoe: down, has caused as :0 modify some of cu:
€ 4. ‘-1 5.4 escimacas, and the IC _ ccncinue cc make revisions as 

I)’ < data improves. Bu: four key judgmencs we made Sunday 

morning have cnly been strengthened since then. 

Firsc, the two unarmed Us civilian aircra£c.were shat‘ 

down by air-to-air missiles from a Cuban MIG- in F) \0

O 11 C2 (I) incernacicnal airspace. we relied Customs radar cc 

make this determination originally. Since ahen, independen: 
4 Q 

I-_% 
racar disp;ays frcm the Caribnean Regional Center\and NORAD/ 

scucheast Secacr ccnfirm this conclusion. And a Ncrwecia:- 
_

I flagged cruise ship and a US-registered fishing baa: on/Q1» 

scene alsc placed the dawn aircraf: in incernacicnal wacera. 

Ix) \D Second, the MIG— did not concac: the civilian pilccs. 

wag ics wings, cr cry as escort them from che area--as 

required international law--befcre requesting and U‘ < 

reccivirzg perrniseicn cc fire. 

_ , .:.. 
,.\. 

<2 Third. she Lead US ci -1ian a;rcrafc did penetrate 

abcuc 3am incc Cuban airsgace before returning safely tc 

Miami. 
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