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20 NOVEMBER 1958

I. THE COMMUNIST BLOC

. USSR takes strong line on Berlin; Am-
bassador Thompson lists Khrushchev's
probable objectives. @

Chinese communes apparently sensi-
tive issue between Moscow and Peip'mg.@
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IL. ASIA-AFRICA - AV \4 2 2
Sudan - Khalil expects to remain out o E}E; J "i " 1
. c‘%\ﬁ’?« R -

of office for extended period.
Iranian chief of staff expresses dis-

illusionment with Baghdad Pact and
US-Iranian agreement.

®
®
Iraqi regime takes precautions .ag‘ainst '
UAR plotting. @
®
@

Relations between President Bourguiba
and Algerian rebel units in Tunisia
likely to deteriorate further.

Thailand - Marshal Sarit's behavior
increasingly capricious.

- 111. THE WEST

Venezuela - Larrazabal's acceptance
of Communist support will stimulate
further military plotting.
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'L THE COMMUNIST BLOC

*Berlin: Soviet Foreign Minister Gromyko told West
" |German Ambassador Kroll in Moscow| that
the USSR would cede its rights in Berlin to East Germany
without further negotiation with the Western powers, and
that this was ''the final decision' of the USSR. Ambassa-
dor Thompson believes Khrushchev's objectives are to
strengthen East Germany by removal or reduction of the ‘
threat to the regime from the West German enclave, to bar
West German acquisition of atomic weapons, and to force
high-level negotiations aimed at consolidation of the status
quo in Europe. (Page 1) '

Watch Committee conclusions-—Ber.lm, Taiwan: No
- Sino~-Soviet bloc country intends deliberately to initiate di-
rect military action against US forces abroad, US allies, or
areas peripheral to the orbit in the 1mmed1ate future, except
as noted below:

1. Recent Soviet and East German statements
and actions regarding Berlin continue the present
Communist{ campaign for East German recogmtmn,
' ’ which will probably entail Soviet transfer of access’
,{\b -controls to the East Germans, and may involve inten-
gsified harassment of Allied tra.ff1c to Berlin, Although
. the USSR is not likely to carry this harassment to the

point of risking war, serious incidents may occur. //

:
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2. While the Taiwan Strait crisis has abated at the
present, the Chinese Communists are likely to continue
military action against the offshore islands to the degree

' deemed necessarv to demonstrate their initiative in this
situation,
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- USSR - Communist China: Recent speeches and ar-
ticles by Soviet and Chinese Communist officials show great
'sensitivity on the question of the Chinese communes, par-
ticularly the implications for bloc ideological leadership in
Peiping's claims about them. Following the recent return

L of the Soviet ambassador to Peiping, the Chinese began to
\  defer to Soviet leadership by omitting from their external

b propaganda earlier suggestions that because of the commune
- movement the achievement of Communism in China is immi-

nent.
|

II. ASIA-AFRICA

Sudan: Former Prime Minister Khalil has indicated
hat he believes the army will stay in control at least six
months or a year, and that he does not plan to return to pub-
lic life until civil government is re-established. i
(Page 5)

Iran: General Hedayat, chief of the Iranian General
-Staff and chief Iranian delegate to the recent meeting of the
Baghdad Pact Military Committee, has]  [voiced
strong criticism and disillusionment with both the Baghdad
, Pact and the bilateral Iranian-American agreement currently

being negotiated. Hedayat said he planned to expand the
pr Iranian Army and redeploy some units in a manner directly

contrary to the recommendations of the Baghdad Pact Com-
mittee. (Page 6) '

Iraqg-UAR: The UAR mjmmm&%
informed Cairo of a warning
| lorders have been issued to search any parcels
sent to Iraq on UAR military planes. This is further evidence
/@ that Qasim is aware of the UAR's subversive activities and is

taking precautions whfjlle continuing to cooperate with the UAR
in military training and planning.
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‘ Tunisia - Algerian rebels: Relations between Tunisian
President Bourguiba and Algerian rebel elements in Tunis
are likely to deteriorate further as a result of a Tunisian

/ ' ' raid on a rebel transmission and monitoring center in west-

Jﬂqb ern Tunisia on 15 November. \

\Bourguiba told the British chargé in Tunis

that UAR agents were infiltrating Tunisia from Libya with
the aim of contacting Algerian rebel elements opposed to
his regime. |  (Page 7)

Watch Committee conclusion--Middle East: The situa-
-~ tion remains unstable throughout the Middle East, and inci-
dents and coups could occur at any time. A deliberate initia-
_ b tion of open hostilities in the area is unlikely in the imme-
"P diate future,

Thailand: Marshal Sarit's detention of Air Marshal
Dawee, who is widely popular in military circles, on prob-
-ably false charges of involvement in an alleged plot is an
indication of Sarit's increasingly capricious behavior. This /
action, and reported plans of Sarit to arrest other leaders,
may ac . . . o7 _

N

.
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III. THE WEST

Venezuela: Admiral Wolfgang Larrazabal, former
- Venezuelan junta president and favored presidential can-
didate, authorized the Communist party to register him as
its candidate for the 7 December elections. Larrazabal's
lL action, designed to win the estimated 150,000-200,000 Com-

N\

\(5 _ munist votes’in what is expected to be a close three-way elec-
: tion, will stimulate further military plotting. \
’ : (Page 8)
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®) SECRET-
I. THE COMMUNIST BLOC

Berlin Situation

Gromyko told West German Ambassador Kroll in Mos-
cow| that the USSR would cede its rights in
Berlin to East Germany without further negotiation with the
Western powers, and that this was ''the final decision''-of
the USSR. S

, - Ambassador Thompson in Moscow believes Soviet ob-
jectives are to strengthen the East German regime, bar
West German acquisition of atomic weapons, and force high-
-level negotiations looking to the consolidation of the status
quo in Europe. The first objective can be achieved, in
Thompson's opinien, only by the elimination of Berlin as a

-Western enclave in East Germany and the achievement of

- some degree of Western recognition for East Germany. He
thinks that while the USSR may move cautiously in the

-Berlin situation Khrushchev is a "man in a hurry' who con-
.siders that time is against him on this issue. '

In an article on 18 November, . Pravda demanded a
-radical solution of the Berlin problém, assérted the West had
forfeited every moral or legal right to further occupation of
-Berlin, reiterated Khrushchev's declaration that the USSR
will'hand over its functions in Berlin to "sovereign' East
Germany, and affirmed that Western statesmen were deeply
mistaken if they thought their consent was required for such -
action. :

As a possible indication that the USSR may already be
moving to transfer its authority to East Germany, US train
‘commanders reported| that East German
transportation police stood by at the- Marienborn checkpoint
while Soviet officials checked Allied rail documents. A So-
viet officér commented thatthe US train commander would

probably be seeing them in the future. |

- An East German international law expert claimedlz‘
that the West is using the air corridors illegally

20 Nov'58  CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE BULLETIN . Page 1
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for nonmilitary traffic and asserted that the ‘West would have
to ne%oﬁate with East:Germany to enter the city by ground or
‘air, : ‘
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-Moscow Disturbed by Chinese Commune Question

Moscow's ideological leadership in the bloc has been im-
plicitly challenged by Peiping's claims that the new "'people's
- communes' are a shortcut to the achievement of Communism.
The Soviet leaders have ignored these claims and countered
with doctrinal statements of their own.

- Soviet Ambassador Yudin, in his first public speech fol-

~ lowing his.recent return to Peiping after a prolonged stay in
the Soviet Union, corrected Peiping's claim of rapid "progress
toward Communism" by stressing that the Chinese were still
"bulldmg Socialism." He said that the Soviet Union, with its
productlon beginning to rival the most advanced capitalist
countries, is just reaching the point where Socialism begins
to change to Communism, implying that the Chinese Commu-
nists could not hope to enter the Communist stage of :develop-

ment until their production had reached the present Soviet
level, :

This was a pointed reminder of the classic Marxist doc-
trine that material abundance is an absolute prerequisite for
distribution '"according to needs''--a basic principle of the
ultimate Communist society. Peiping has claimed that it has
- met all of the preconditions for achieving Communism but two,

- neither of which includes the development of large-scale in-
dustry. Moscow is undoubtedly apprehensive that such a
claim might tend to undercut its leadership in the Commu-
nist world. ’

‘The Chmese apparently in deference to Soviet leadership,
have altered the1r stand since Yudin's speech. In statements
likely to receive international publicity they have genera]ly em-

‘phasized that the CPR is still in the stage of socialist construc-
tion and have dropped the claim that the commune movement
“has brought China to the verge of achieving Communism. Mao's
- telegram to the Soviet leaders on the occasion of the USSR's

7 November celebration referred to the Soviet advance toward
-Communism but omitted any mention of Chinese achievements.
Major statements by other Chinese leaders take a similar line,

20 Nov 58  CENTRAL INTELLIGFNCE RUNIFTIN  Page 3
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~ Chinese statements less likely to be picked up abroad, how-
" ever. continue to imnlv a ranid transition to Commynism.
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I1. ASIA=-AFRICA

- Sudanese Situation

Prime Minister General Abboud and his new regime are
supported by all military units and provincial directorates.

| | There are no overt signs of organized op-

. position.. The influential Abd al-Rahman al-Mahdi, however,

. reportedly is dissatisfied. He allegedly turned down an offer
from Abboud to become president of a five-man, civilian su-
preme council. The 73-year-old Mahdi's refusal was based

. on his personal ambition to become president of the Sudan, and
was apparently followed by Abboud's announcement of the pres-
ent, all-military, 13-member Supreme Council of the Armed

- Forces and a military-dominated cabinet with himself as prime
minister. . The Mahdi now reportedly feels that, from the stand-
point of his and former Prime Minister Khalil’'s Umma party,
the coup has been a failure. Most other Umma leaders, although
recognizing the coup has not taken on a pro-Umma aspect, are
said to feel the new government is composed of ""loyal Sudanese
‘who will protect the nation's independence."

[ , Knalil ‘had
been behind the coup and outlined what he believed would be its
future course. His statements as reported are considerably at

. variance with subsequent events. He had also stated that he in-
‘tended to take no part in the new government but might be "re-

_called" after six months when a civil government was re- -estab-
lished. The impression is that, despite his contention of par- =

- ticipation in the planning, events may have passed him by.

On 19 November, Great Britain became the first Western
government to recognize the new regime. Jordan and the UAR
‘have also extended recognition, although official UAR distrust
of Abboud apparently continues, The Cairo press, however, is

portraying the coup as a reaction to American "economic inter-
vention'" in the Sudan.
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~ Iranian Military Leaders Dissatisfied With Defense: Planmng '
“For.Iran ‘

Lieutenant General Abdollah Hedayat, chief of the Iranian
‘General Staff, has strongly criticized the position taken at the
“recent Ankara meeting of the Baghdad Pact Military Committee -
that Iran should add no further divisions to its army. Hedayat
‘has charged that Iranian forces are being used only to secure
‘NATO's right flank rather than for the best defense of Iran,
and offered as evidence the decision that the bulk of Iranian
forces should be concentrated in northwestern Iran, which
-would leave Iran's northeastern border with the USSR lightly
defended.

Hedayat's disappointment over his failure to gain approval
of four additional divisions--which would give the army the
_equivalent of 14 US divisions--has led him to claim that his
faith in the pact has been shaken and to charge that Iran will
. obtain no advantages from the defense agreement currently
‘being negotiated with the US to supplement the pact.

Following the Ankara meeting, Hedayat:ordered immediate
planning for his projected increase in the Iranian Army and
declared his intention to move two ""heavy" divisions to north--
eastern Iran "in defiance’ of American recommendations.

Iran will probably continue to press for a sizable and un-
realistic increase in its military establishment. The Shah
has often expressed his desire for a large air force and
more modern equipment including antiaircraft missiles.
Under present conditions, however, Iran is not likely to take
any action that would endangeTr its military alignment with the

- West,

LX}
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-Bourguiba Contmues Fearful of Hostile Algeman Elements

"Tunisian Pre51dent Bourgulba‘s continuing concern over
the presence in or near Tunisia of hostile Algerian rebel
elements almost certainly occasioned the 15 November raid
by Tunisian authorities on a rebel transmission.. and monitor-

'the -

center--an important link between rebel stations,in Tunis
~and Cairo and those maintained by guerrilla units operating
 in eastern Algeria--was forcibly entered by Tunisian
olice and national guard personnel. \
‘Eall persons on the premises at the time were arrested
and that all documents were taken, with only some subse-
quently returned.

. The center requested the intervention of the rebels’
provisional government in the matter. FLN leaders, who
have recently appeared especially anxious to demonstrate’
their concern for the interests of the lower echelons, are
likely to comply. In any event, the incident will increase

- the hostility of anti-Bourguiba elements among Algerian
‘troops based in Tunisia. These troops are better equipped
and probably more numerous than the Tunisian security
forces, which total some 6,000 men. ~

Bourguiba indicated to the British chargé on 17 Novem-
ber that the situation developing on the Tunisian-Libyan bor-
der was.even more dangerous.. He said agents from.Nasir's

United Arab Republic were crossing into Tunisia from Libya
to contact Algerian rebel elements opposed to his regime.

20 Nov 58 ~ CENTRAL INTELIIGENCF RUHIFTIN - Page 7
Approved for Release: 2020/01/23 C06232644 '




Approved for Release: 2020/01/23 C06232644

CONFIDENTHAL-

111. THE WEST

Former Venezuelan Junta President Accepts Communist
Presidential Nomination

Former Venezuelan junta president Admiral Larrazabal
has probably improved his position as the favored presidential
candidate in the 7 De¢ember elections by authonzmg the .
Venezuelan Communist party (PCV) to register him as its
candidate. The PCV may poll as many as 200,000 votes--pos-
sibly a deciding number--in what is expected to be a close
three-way race. The other contenders-are Romulo Betancourt,
chief of the largest party, Democratic Action (AD), toward wh1ch
the m111tary has long been hostile, and Rafael Caldera, chief of
the Christian democratic COPE], probably the second strongest 4
party

Larrazabal, who has also been nominated by the Demo-
cratic Republican Union and an independent organization, is
expected to win a substantial portion of the large independent
vote. His formal acceptance of Communist support will enhance
the prestlge of the PCV, which has considerable influence in
press, -1abor, and student circles. This may also increase Com-
munist chances for winning national and local legislative elec-
tions and for penetrating government at the lower and middle
echelons in the event of a Larrazabal victory. As in the past,
Larrazabal has declared he is not a Communist and is a stanch
- Catholic--a statement designed to mollify the Catholic-hierarchy
which recently threatened excommunication of those Catholics
‘voting for Commumsts

Larrazabal's action-may also stimulate further military
plotting, rumors of which have circulated with increasing fre-
quency as the election date approaches, and could enhance the
chances of Caldera, weakest of the candidates. whom the diss
dent military now may indirectly support.

. |
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THE PRESIDENT
The Vice President

Executive Offices of the White House
Special Assistant for National Security Affairs
Scientific Adviser to the President
Director of the Budget
QOffice of Defense and Civilian Mobilization
Special Assistant for Security QOperations Coordination
Board of Consultants on Foreign Intelligence Activities
Special Assistant for Foreign Economic Policy -
Special Adviser to the President

“The Treasury Department
The Secretary of the Treasury

The Department of State,
The Secretary of State
The Under Secretary of State
The Under Secretary of State for Economic Affairs
The Deputy Under Secretary for Political Affairs
The Deputy Under Secretary for Administration
The Counselor
Director, International Cooperation Admmlstratlon
The Director of Intelligence and Research

The Department of Defense
The Secretary of Defense
The Deputy Secretary of Defense
The Secretary of the Army
.The Secretary of the Navy
The Secretary of the Air Force

. The Chairman, The Joint Chiefs of Staff

Commandant, United States Marine Corps
The Director, The Joint Staff
Chief of Staff, United States Army
Chief of Naval Operations, United States Navy
Chief of Staff, United States Air Force
Assistant to Secretary of Defense for Special Oneratlons
Director for Intelligence, The Joint Staff
Assistant Chief of Staff for Intelligence, Department of the Army
Director of Naval Intelligence, Department of the Navy :
Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence, Department of the Air Force
Supreme Allied Commander, Europe -
Commander in Chief, Pacific

" The Department of the Interior ,
The Secretary of the Interior - .

Federal Bureau of Investigation
The Director

Atomic Energy Commission
The Chairman

National Security Agency
The Director

National Indications Center
The Director

United States Information Agency
The Director .
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