HE HOUSE SOVIET GERMANY

A quiet villa on Lima Street, West Berlin, haunts the rulers of the “*other

Germany."” They know that there an organization with agentsin every corner of

their domain is recording their cold-war crimes and planning their punishment

Berois

ln rHE Comymunist rulers
of East Grermany could
UL 4 curse on one build-
g in West Berlin, thev
would probably pick a
pleasant-looking resi-
dential “wvilla™ at Num-
ber 2% Lima Street.

The house on Lima-
sIrasse conceals no seeret
weapan. It hides no
beadguarters of a4 msgh command that plans
the overthrew of the Fast German govern-
cert. And set,in rows of well-puarded
tles at 29 Lima Steeet are weapons which
the present rufers of Fust Germany dread:
detaled Listings of their names and ther
actions, the Jates aod the detanls of therr
crimes agarnst ther felow citizens, the
charges on which they are 1o be tried before
the peopic they DOWw Oppress.

This house is the official center af an
argamzation known as the Usrersuchungs-
cusschuss Freihelddicher Juristen - Lhe
Invesugating Comnuttee of Free Jurists. It
is the receiving center of messages — some
frantic, some coldly legal — from every
curner of 1he other Germany™ behind the
Iron Curtain. it 1 also the spot from which
thousands of messages of hope or threats
L wrengdoers are sent (o the East Zong,

“Members of the comnuttee — and there
are thousands of them in Fast Germany
carry na cand, pay no fee, receive no sal-
afes. They are not referred to hy their
rames, and aloanstroections and a;ktmwl-
edgements 1o them go aut in code.

Cr. Friedenau

Anonymous Callers

Wauen 1entered the house on 1ima Street,
andy an armed guard at the wall gave any
hint that this was not just another prosper-
aus home in Berhin's comfortable Zehlen-
dorf-West. Hut at the reception desk was
an ominous sign: Do not submit your
name’” and “"Hand vour identification
papery over seafvd.”” In the waiting Toom
there is little convemsation. The loudspeaker
from tune 1o time calls out a number, A
VisiLor rises and 15 led upstairs,

The EBast Cwerman visitor regains his
identity onlv when he is ¢loseted in private
session with one of the top officials of the
comnuttee, Then he identifies himself and
wells his story, What does he telt?

I hsrened to the report of .a carpenter
{rom the East Zone who, after release as a
Sovier prisoner of war and. after weeks of

wnempioyment, had been given ajoE with”

by ¥red M. Hechinger

the Voflspolized, the Red People’s Police.
At first he fad merelv been used as a driver
i1y the motorized units. Eventually he was
singled out o drive important digmitanes.

Suddenly he was transferred to the crim-
thal pohce division and, against a con-
siderable bonus, was asked 10 act as an
informer. When he saw where his secrer
activities were leading him, he came across
the fine and rold his story to the committee,
For a whike the commitee asked him te
cantinue his work, but to report back
secretly. When things began o get too hot
he was advised 10 get cut for good.

The day ! talked to him he had left the
nightmare behind. His story — together
wilh thousands of corroborating stones -
permit the committee to fit together 1he
preces of the pattern and use the emerging
hnowledge as a most effective weapon.

We chimbed to the carefully guarded
rooms where the records are kept. There
are two separate files. The Arst - known
as the “‘[ncriminating Records'’ — now
contains 39,000 names. Each of the men
and women so iisted is carefully identified.
Ir: line after line s crimes, his betrayal of
a neighbor, his unjust actions as a judge or
an informer in court. his ruthless confisca-
tion of 3 peasant’s property or a merchant's

shop are set down, Again and agan there
is. the dread word: Spitze/ — “informer.”
"We now estimate the total number of
Spitzel at between 20,000 and 100,000 in
Fas1 Germany,” said my guide. “'We still
have pienty of work to do.”

in addition to the name files, the com-
mittce there keeps a detailed “map of
poiitical pnsoners” in the Fast Zone. 1t has
25000 prisoners charted, plus 6,000 who
have “disappeared'” — probably to Russia.

Life-Saviags Lists

Whiie part of the purpose of the “Incrim-
inating Records™ is 1o prepare to deat with
offenders “after liberation™---a kind of
cold-war-crimes tribunal in the making —
there is an immediate and life-saving goal:
Month after month the committee prints
carefully docomented “warning hsts.” These
name persons to be on guard against.

“Koch, Martha,” a recent Waraliste iden-
tifted as a “People’s Judge.” It gave her
home address and accused her of tampering
with justice. A police officer wes charged
with brutally beating a defensctess prisoner.
A postmaster was accused of spyving on the
content of lelters.

A second file serves as a future source
of character references for decent, useful

citizens. Any future non-Communist ad-
ministration will be able to draw from the
names — at present more than 30,000
for candidates for impartant positions,
There are more and more sndications
that the work of the committee 15 effective
coough 1o frighten cven Communists in
high position. Recently, early in the morn-

- iNg, @ committee “member” gol word (o

an unportant judge that “we know that
you go to ckurch every day only to show
up in court an -hour later to pronounce
most inhumane sentences. This 1y no way
to serve either God or vour country, and
we won't forget it.*

Word came that on the morming the
handwritter message reached the judge at
his home, he was so shaken that he appeared
in the court room withoul his faise teeth.
More important, he has been known since
to have toned down his “poltical sen-
tences” considerably.

Every iime an East German writer, farm-
er, actor or scientist & decorated with the
Natioralpreis, an award roughty equivalent
to Russia’s Stalin Prize, carrying with it a
check for a thousand marks, a carctul.
handwritten letter is dispatched to the.
winner from the house on 1 ima Street. The
letter starts with a pleasant, congratulatory
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FEARS

nuole Then 1t menions that the ordinary
peaple get Migh prices and Intle food and
that there are tens of thousands of politicai
prsoners. CPerhaps vou might want to
give up part of your 1,000 marks to help
us assist these prisoners and others less
fortunale than you,” the letter concludes.

“HOs net semuch the money we want 1o
wet,” said miy guide, ' Bul we want to make
sure that thes know whitl they must account
for when the day of reckomng comes. We
have ample prool that the tetters work: so
far between thirty and forty brocght the
requested contributions.”

A Changwe in Policy

Scome g ves the committee, through s net-
work of thousands of velunteers in the
Lust Zone. .u[uail) changes Communist
puhicy. Not lang ago the comimittee's col-
taborators brought back a prize document

o4 ~ecret vrder abour e be issued to em-
phosvees and officials rn Fast German banks,
post offees and msurance bureaus, 10 trn -
15 regular Ureparts on public opinion” by
enguming Jents and customers in conversit-
tien and getting them to let off steam. The
rames woula go G the secret police,

When the committee had all the dewails
I this new plan of mass spying. it flooded
bast Germans with the informaton, sent
cut copies uf the seeret order and asked
she West Giermian radio o pul out frequent
warmipg  butietine The was that
sifence descended onall East German banks
and uther public othces. Frustrated Eastern
erticnals canceled the seheaw,

Here are some other examples of the
CuTtee’s work

Theusands af siedlfully dressed-up pam-,
phlets - oten looaang like mnoecent tour-
s folders are sent across” o tell of
the true stale of atfinrs in Sovier Germany

How To Dodge {fuotas

Sricial Cheuse vrgans' for workers in
Jarge Fast Gierman industnal concerns are
reguiarly printed under mastheads that in-
clude the trade name and symboi of the
firm. A vre — “Film Funken”
went 1o the Agfa Hlm and chemical works
in Wallen, I addinon to technical articles
1t contained Jdetails about one Emil Helz-
apfel alias Riesa who, as a new “worker™
at the factory, was handing over political
reparts on his eolleagues 1o the secret police.

A series, of readable “"how to”" pamphlets
contained instructions on: how ta visit the
Leipzig Fair without either being taken for
4 sucker or getting into political trouble;
how to listen to the radio and be. assured
of ¢lear reception - especially of programs
from the West: how teachers can remain
on their posts without actually teaching
government-dictated propaganda; how to
gt away with paying a minimum of 1axes:
and  this one 15 for farmers —how to
deat with any disasters ranging-from-heof-
and-mouth disease to delivery (or non-
delivery) of “quotas.””

Founded in October,
Dr. Theo
c<ollaborator tn a dingy 1wo-r0OMm apart-
ment in Bertin, the commiites has become

resubl

recent

1949 by a tawyer,

4 key weapon n the fight against Sovier

Friedenau, and one volunteer .

13 LIMASTRASSE: An air of intrigue hongs over the nerve cmfer of the Invesfigating Commitiee of Free Jurists

totalitarianism. The West German govern-
ment welcomes infornmation collected by
the committee.
confirm the committes’s power and. effec-
tiveness with a stream of invective and
unfounded accusations that the ‘Organiza-
tion is in the pay of Wesiern intelligence.

Even though' the Communists tried in
1952 to disrupt the committee by brutally
beating and kidnaping one of its directors

in West Berlin, the work continued.. ““We

are paying a heavy price,” said one-afficial.
“Muore than cighty-five of our. members in
East Germany have been arrested and sens

“enced.  But it is.worth the sacrifice.- ..

The East German mlers .

\r!

“We have had 220,000 visitors who have
either helped or needed help. In addition,
we've sent as Ipany as 1,600, Ooﬂindividu.;]ly

. ‘addressed - I:ﬂers 10" East’ Gerrmmy in a
"single year.”" -,

Each-visitor:is a Jmk: wa-chain. -ltem

after item helps to picee together informa-

- --tiermwhich helps to save lives and alleviate

suffer.ng. But most of all, the visitors are
simple, hardworking. peoplte who need help:
The peasant who.escapedwand. whom the

T Reéds ‘were trying toJure’back with promi.r-a

of Jand, money. and fargiveness..:.

= - The: 1eacher-who, close to tears, said she -
a— couidnmundAhsmnﬂnuau&pdﬂmLth&h&m-Eﬂwmnﬂm

sure and-spying by.pupils and colleagues
The parents whose teen-age son had been
" sent to a polijjcal reform camp because he
had made an anti-Communist remark.
The committee tries..o helpallof them —
some witlt advice, others:with strong follow-
up pressure applied:at a vutnerable spot as
an East German headqoarers or 'with the
help of a sympatheticofficial. It is tedious.
heart-rending work; but _the reward of a
tiny-crackin; the,Comrnumsl @IINOT. seems
rthiithe: Stzan
thccnmmmnc.c---
: ~therevidencesthat-thresReds hate-and fear
T el




TOUGH PRISON

MADE ME GO STRAIGHT

For years there has been a hot argument
over whether our prisons should be softer
or tougher. Here’s a surprising story from
an ex-convict who tells what changed him
from a habitual criminal to a solid eitizen

Anonymous, as told to A, E. Hotchner
Photograph by William Vandivert

am 21 years old, and this is the first period of my life since |

was nine that | have not committed a crime or been in prison.
It's been more than a year now that F'v€ lived straight, and 1
have a good job and a pretty fiancee to show for jt.

But F'm the guy who's been hearing all his life that he'd wind

up in the chair because he was through and through no good.
And God knows | was. 1've held up more people and robbed
more stores than 1 could ever count. 1 often had a gun in my
pocket or a bayonet tucked inside my jacket.
. "No good 15 putting it mildly. But now I'm straight. and 'm
straight from here on out. And you know what did it for me?
Prison. A strict, old-fashioned prison was what [ needed to
prove to myself that no amount of dough 1 could rob or steal
made up for spending a couple of years behind prison walls in
a pnisen cell.

This is what | want 1o get across: despite all this talk about
criminals being sick and strict prisons are out-of-date and con-
ditions should be nice and pleasant - don’t lose sight of the fact
that some men will stop committing crimes 1f the penalty is bad
enough. At least that’s how it worked with me

The first time 1 goi1 sent up. it was 10 one of those fancy
progressive places where there are no walls and you live in
cottages. 1f this is all that happens to you, | figured, crime
isn’t so bad. In fact, two hours after | got Jet out, 1 was heist-
ing bag sugar off a railroad truin. Bui the day | got <lanked

’ Contintied on page 34



