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,Has A 'h_ mre aetive in eporte than rormerly e.nd a.t the eane tine attempted

to prepa.re ror h:l.s entrance exam to the Le.tvian University Agricultural i’a.eulty.

el

‘The requirementa were such = tha.t on the a.verage one out of. every th.ree a.nd a

ee va.s adnitted.- A!DY vag not able to attain e suﬂiciently high’

- grade to be u\ong the ones a.ceepted. Having no derinite ple.na for the i‘uture :ln

: nind mxeminea :ln Riga for 8 tev days and among other things met his romer

e.aqueinta.nce !‘irat Lt. Valdemar BAIMA!B, who wus coa.ching the Latvien Am

ba.eket‘be.ll tean, On his instiga.tion, ANDY decided to enliat in the Arn‘y and.

since he ha.d Juat turned 17 was a.'ble to enter service. : Ee -uas uligned to the

6th- Riga. Infe.ntry Reginent, mehine gan eonpe.ny and aﬁ:er 6 weeks was asaigne&
to a.n instmctors training unit. Regimantal comn.nﬂer m 001. K[.IRSOHS, Bat~
talion’ Cmnders were at va.rions times Lt. Col. ABELE, Lt. 001. GEPLITIB,

conpaw ccumnier was Eapt TAR‘I'O Secend in command was lst. I.t. BISKAPS. The

-tmining laated 3 months.

The inetmctor eehool vas eomnanded by Capt. BEBZIHS AKDI ‘s coupnny wasg
directed by lst Lt. FREIBERCB and W, 0. DORAFE!’EV’S, a commiet party nember.

V. c. PUCE!!O wae a.nother instructor. First sargeent m BERZIE, lst Lt. of the

Teoupany m SPAMB, the th.ird co. was lst Lt. ZAMUELS the fourth co. lat. Lt.
XK KUZE ARD’I was trained as a mchine guoner a.nd graduated training sehool as

a =mp corpora.l'. He returned to his Co. under capt ';I.'AREO, and -almost imedietely

wvas aent to Teserve offieers training sehohl at the Ri@ War college. . The director

- wes Col. KBIPANB, untler hi.m Col. BALODIS, Capt. KB E BOG(BLOVBKIS Capt. ZABATSIC[S

The training was very stringent and leasted T mnths. ANDY gra.duetea with high

honors end the rank of aa.rgea.nt in late August. He then took the entrance exams

to the Riga Unifereity and passed; although he -wa.s_ required td complete h:_l.e one

'year service in the'Arnyf. he began attending the University as well es mifillins

his cbligation with the Army, being released 17 September 1932.

He then studied agronomy and 1ived with his uncle JANIS as previoualf until

-



1s.te April 193h when n:[s money gsve out 1n oonnection ﬁ."th the dapression '

in Latvia, a.nd he was forced to lea.ve sehool. The dean was Fritzis- ABAHOVICE,
a.ssista.nt dean Julijs AUSKAPS, hesd of agrieulture faculty Prof. fmu VAEBERGS,
chemistry 1nstructors , Alexanders LIEPIEB, Bruno JIBGE!ISOB (nmr 1in University T
of Texas), Arnolds J. (Scmth Atr:l.ca.), Oacais J., Dr. A. TAURINS, chen:l.stry, _
physicist. '
Farsixixtt Fredericks GULBES (a.fter ca.pitula.tion Ba.ltic University director at
Pinneburg); his assistant fm sIKBHA. -Mi_nerologist Prof. Boris PG?G_?B. ‘8School
mates were Agrinsm VEVERS, KREICEERGS, Augusts KALNINS, Voldemar PUTHINS;
foresters fuu SMITS, VILKS, Sipolis; XNXKH KRUMINS, AND Miss ZEMITE, the daughber -'
of BALDERA.TAS Police chief. Alberts KRAIBEEB, and fou KRONBERGS, agronom fmu
vm, sgrinom Karlis STAKS. Forestry vudems nmaxxsons (now in Cnicago).
A l_)ue to the depression ® in Latvia at the time at the end of the semester,
‘ there'_wls not enough funds available to contimue the studies and thsre was no
vork resdily sveileble. ANDY met lst Lt. Voldemar BAUMANIS at this time whb urged
him again to join the army »mxm where he ﬁould be,sble-'td earn 100 Lats a ssonth, |
a conpa.ratively‘good amount for those times. 'i'here m were only 2 vacancies in -
the army at this time s.ndAEDI vhile stﬂ.i sttending college applied for @um
nﬁd wvas admitted. Before he was eble to coqplets_ his c.ollege senester he was
suddenly ordered to duty and entered active service as & W.0.. Tﬁe officers of the
regimen;c had not changed except Lxmm fqr Capt. TARTO who had been replaced by
Capt. Janie PURINS, who studied medicine at the same time at Riga University and
during German oceupation wes a Lt. 061. m‘chsrge of all nedicai sfficers__ in the
Latvian Legion. o
On 14 May 1934, the company was instructed to prepare for night =} maneuvers
in the woods, using live amﬂition- That night when all preparations were ready

‘the true orders xxr were revealed whick were to march to Riga to suppdrt ULMANIS'

. coup d'etat. In comnection with this, ANDY and W.0. PARUPS were given special

assigmments under Capt. OSIF3 which consisted of surrounding snd immobilizing the
Latvian Parliament "SAEME". The entire action was earried out succeasfully, _without



/"‘“ -
'a shot being fired anu JD[A!IIS alrea.dy presment We.s- a.ble to mprison or

| otherwiae suppness a.ll his oppoaition. The firat smer 1n service vas apent
:I.n guarding the parliament and ‘other govermment hnm ‘nuildingq._ The followin g
wikter, while still in service; ANDY atﬁe_mie& the uﬁ;-emey during a1l his free”
time. He attended betweeh 'l_:ﬁe winters of 1935 and 1936. During this pe‘riod.-;, hé"
Joiﬁed the corpofat:lon “LIVON'ICA". ANDY at_texided college during the evening being
a‘ble to £111 onJ.y 3-h ‘Bours each night.. He stuﬁed until the fall of 1936 all
the while remaining in service. He 1earned then that it was not pernisstble to - |
a.ttend. school while in the service without authoriza.tion from the highest level
and msmch as the new semester was already started, it would be :unposa:l.'ble to
secure . such’ authorir.ation in time to be of a.:w use. He found elso that the strain
or study and army dnties vere too much of & load and therefore 1eft school
christms 9gEx 1936.

In all, he had 3 years of a.rmy-‘serv.ice during this tour leaving my 1937. Dur
. ing this tour he was engaged 1n'tm1:img recruits, two batches for 3%'mﬁtha' each,
| :Lﬁl the intervals between training programs he for the most part a'tter_xdéd‘ service
s'choélé. . Cempleténg & k-month course 1n sniping and front-':ine patrol work.
AMBx A 6-weeks' course of chemical warfare. A h-month course inm commica;tions _
vhieh took up all forms Qf- s.rmy §onm except W/T. A k-month course in eappers
schooi (demiition and explosies). A 6-week course of physical training, which
qualified him as an instructor in the nev Nile. Buk system of physical culture.

. Instruetofé in ANDY's unit were ‘Corp. Antens RIBAKS, Sgt. fmu SKULTﬁ

. Ingtructor BOLISLAVS PA‘I‘ALAVSKIS, first sgt. infantry weapons co., fm AKSONS, 1lst
‘Bgt KREBLIHS, let Lt. KVALBERCB ba.ttery commander first Lt. Er:lks fPARUPS First
egt. S8OULITIS, Capt. AVORINS, ixk Xsk 1t. fmu PAULS. Capt. of Commo co. LINDINS,
‘1st 1t. ZAGERS assist. Bgt. STRAUTINS. |

ANDY wes stationed dnring h:la service at Aiviekstes iela between noskavaa and
Savarina iela. On Moskavas iels at Jana Varti (o small aquare)—-about 1 block
distance from ANDY, therg was the Vidrzemes Division comunica.tions training group

which trained all .commo personnel and W/T men fof the Latvian Army. The imstruotor:



' .a.nd ofﬁ.cers of this divia jon

ANDY's uncle also died at’ thi i

N:"‘...!-; :.';‘ . ‘l.';-:~-- Polwau "‘."..' ety gy SAMDALY ahd Was - EEIEES : BEBE .._..' \} -

' o"'club of the:l.r Gwar were 1n‘

viaiting ARDY's compeny's. club .nd thereby ANDY became ve]l-a.equa.:l.nted with a.lmost

‘,,1_1 the personnel. Among. som ¢f theae personnel were Ca.pt Otto. KARKLIE, Bgt.

e = R B N
. . H =

ZIVERTS, lst Lt. Oscars EALITIB
Havj_ns -eached the highg.t. m rank possible (W.0.) he- oould attain
without the War c°1lege edueavion required (3 yeers), he deoided to leave t.heArmy

to find work with a ‘better future._ There va.s vork availa.ble in h:ls rield--in

agriculture a.nd tereotry consemtion. However, it wvas compa.ratively low pa.id.

.' Having bheard there. were good. opportunitiea

in the city police aeprtment a.nd comparatively good aa.la.ries, ANDY. applied. a.nd -

_entered aervice ‘at” tne 1owe ra.nk :I.n May 1937. ooex. He worked ok hours ‘on,.

25 2l ofe. He spent a.ll his %m for the next few months in ririnth'
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‘ practice during the day and engaging in sports during tne eveming, At the

Page'Sff"}f

ci{;y-ﬁidé Riga Polibe ﬁepﬁ'sannual' firing compe-titioh, “the end of June, he E
finished fn_rst in the plstol match sett:mg a new record and also f.mished
f:l.rst in two other courses of competita.on with pistol and rlfle. Besidas -
receiving the gold cup, he recaived several other prizes which were con31dered
quite valuable for those times and as a result began his career as a police-_
man who was already widely known and well thought of throughout the dep«?arhne_nt.d
Andy enjoyed p‘élice work greatly and even went out to help other officers on
vafious‘assignments during his free time. He was well thought of by his |
superiors and was senf. for :training. to the Police Academy éfter. serving only ..
L months instead of the required 12. He was trained hére in all relatea_.
police tochniques and fiﬁished as the first ':'Ln'his ciass after 3 months
Hig insﬁ'uétors - {,he school‘direétof Inspector KISELIS; lscturer ILZ.tNS
JudgmBerzms, Puscepur, Luma:us, Stigl:l.tas (head of the Polltlcal Pollce) 9
Inspector B:.edr:.ns.

~ He returned to the routinbipdlice'duties and in the spring of 1938 was
aséigned to canttic;ling 'l‘;hé i‘egister_éa pfaétitutes in Riga. As such he was -
comp&aﬁla to a head of a vice squad and w';is, xjesponéible. for enforcing the
x{egistration of prostitutes as well ‘as identifying Suspecrted prostitutes and
having them declared so by the city commision. 'H.e cont‘:'mue& this work until
the fall of 1938 when the Poliqé Officers Acada.m.y'.beglan accepting candi;iat'es
(this occurred once every 3 years) and Andy was sent to this training'wh'ich

lasted & months. The instructors were the same as the Police Acadamy with

~the addition of Biehins, Dr. Kocers, Dr. Cakursy Narcotics, Ozalins, alobhol

test board, Salna.is, and many specia]_'l.sts who lectured on various criminal

and c¢ivil laws and regulations, sanitation commission and all other govermment

" departments.



o , Page 6 _
Lgmnid Ben'za.ns f...nished first of his class. Andy and Irmenberg were tied
for second place, classmates were Kartsons, Petersons, Kazaks, and Agruns
The class graduated in the spr:.ng of 1939. Andy intended that now that he
had completed all the police traing available, he dbdlded to comple'oe his

college havmg had 3 1/2 years total educationa In order. to continue any

further education, -;hé regulations required that he have a certain amount of
. pre.ctical_ eicp_erienoe in his field (agriculture) before he oould_oe;ome eligible

" to receive fmcther courses. Having accumulated sufficient annual leave to take

employment in his specialty, he decided to spexid' the surmer warking elsewhere,
These plans were interrupted however, when Andy was suddenly informed that

'his prefect had 'promoted him to seargent and there was an opanihg for h1m at

- the 12th prec:.nt. Due to the large difference in pay, khdy decided' he couldn't

pass up th::.s opportum.ty and- rejected completmg his college studles in favor
of his police career. (The normal tour of duty before belng cons:rdered for
promotion was ord:.narzly from 5 to 6 years) He reported for du'by at his
precent and was a351gned to a sectlon with no Lt. aval'.l.able and thereby became
acting Lp. The section under his respons:Lbil:Lty was the C:Lekurkalnara;jons and
for a time also the Hezaparksrajone_

This was the time (surmer 1939) when the Russians ‘occupied military bases

at Ventspils and Liepaja, and Hitler started repatriating to.Germany,all
Latviens with any German background in their ancestry. During this fall the

‘college was moved from Riga to Jeléava and beca.me an Aoada.my

In the winter a Lt. lLiepkalns was assn.gned to Andy's section, however,
Andy considered him _overly unintel]igent and since he was also in the habit
of accepting btribes, Andy exposed this and the Lt. was discharged from the

service. (After 30 years experience)
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In May 19]40 &ndy was summoned to the Chief of Police Kiselis, Director

Ansmits office and offered the po_s-::.tien of Lt. in Latzale which Andy declined

citing his lack of knowledge of Russian. He was thgn offered the same po.sition
in Mge or Krustpils. . He chose Ance since this was near his college and. aleo

was the first place wlere he could gain ‘his practical work experience in’ order

: to complete his education. The director then promised to put the promotion

threugh the channels which would take about 2 weeks. Before the time arrived,
howsver, on 17 June 19!40 ali— evaileble policemen wer hurriedljr emmoned to the
main Prefecture at Riga where th'y found the Russians had begun to occupy. .the
country and tanke were already roll:mg though the etreets. The populatlon as
a whole were 1ndoors with only reds and sympathizers rloting and demonetretmg
through the streets. Though greatly outnumbered the police finally restqred
order and cleared the streets suffering several casualties as weil as in.flicting
several. It was on this day that Andy first deliberately and coneciously-l':illed-
(he had previously killed one in comection with his police eervic-e) accountingrfer
about 10 er better during ‘the day. :

After order was resf.ored, the i_‘ollmwiné- days were spent in investigations by
a special commission in order to identify the participants. TBhough good :forhme
Andy was not‘identi.t.‘ied and eontineed as a policeman at the 12th precint.' The
unifo:"rms were eEoiiehed and only arm~bands were permitted. It was at this
time that Brninp_Kalniins arrived from Sweden _and agsumed the position of
"Poliltruk" or head of political police of the Latvian Army, thereby, also
assuning a cert.ain.reepoﬁsibility for the political "reliability" of the .
police. Kalwins first assigmment 1‘ma.e toclean out the army from "faeciet_" elements
and those nationals who coﬂdn't be"ee.ucated to be politically acceptable., Thus,
the majority of ‘the ermy leaders and offieers were iiquidated on Kalmins

reconunendation. At this time a civil militia or "police assistant" was _'



~to MVD school in Moscow) .

initiated consisting for the most part- of oommunist sympathizers a.nd crminal
elements. KaJ}i(ins' recomendatlon or the C P's was required to be an ofﬁ.oial

of this millitia, Events were tense and unsettled but Andy was.able’ to. retain R

his position until the fall of 1940 when he was replaced by a Russian,KoXemats

(C. P. member) and ordered to turn in his gun and credentials. Kazeunaté ’

~agsgistant was Jaundzens, a member o.t‘ B. Kalmins SSS party and wag personally .

reconnnenc_led by,him for this posts (Spalans ,Jdﬁ_dze’ms and the Grundes. brothérs

were so active in lii}uid&tipg nationalist and anti-cormunist elements of the

Latvian population during this period that they were rewarded with being dent

Prior to his discharge, Andy met his old £im friend Janka



- also unsuccessi‘ul

After twrning in 11 his police 'g‘éar and, crédentie‘lé ANDY went to the

Interior Ministry and requested his gredent:.als for promotlon t.o Lt. uhlch

" had previously been ordered by the police commiseion‘ He did not report to hig ===

‘new assignment in Atlce, however, an& merely retained the credentials for use
later during the German occupation *nhey they proved very valuable.

He rema:.ned in the same appéﬁxbment since he decided not to flee and

J.eave his mother behmd_,angl, ffeeh—n-g reasonably secure, bega.n' sesking other

obhon empioymen'b. Work was very hard te fmd since:all. employegs who learned .

of his pcl:.ce history were afar:l.d to hire ANDY. ke made no ei‘fort to concea.l

_hig icx background and nume_rous det._eile_d,tru_e applica,tlo_n_ blanks mth

various -ppespe’ctive employees._\;;MIDY attempted to get work in the VEF fecf_,or;'y ‘
where his good friend and fomer feam—n;ate PETERSCNS . was employed. in the pay- |
roli section. PETERSONS also was the cnach of the factory athletic club a.nd was
very anxious t.o secure. ANDY'S sérvlces for that reason as well as their i‘ormer

fr:Lendshlp. PE'IERSONS pleade,d AN'D'.??'s _c_:e.se for'empleymexrt all t_he way to t,he

. E

: i 4 '
highest level within the factory and even the C.FP., however, this attempt was

P

ANDY then went to the C:Lekurkaln statlon and began day work unloadmg woode.
He was-pald on a pleCG—HOI'k‘ba.SlS and’ was able to earn a large amount dall_y,
even consideripg the curreney "reform‘-‘ rece::i;nr.ly instituted which exchanged 1
ruble for lLd‘ a depreciation of approma:lbely 10 times. After about 2
weeks of work here, the manager of the station diseorered who A.NDY wag = A'
former pold.ce officiai- and immediately ordered him to 1eeve.}

He was now out of work until he met an eld acquaintance who informed him

that in connection with the nat,io_naliZatio_n of all private buildings, the

‘Russians were hiring a great number of apartment managers, each one to be ‘ '

responsible for 3 nationalized buildings. The pay was LOO rubiesfwﬂi:‘th no -

d

application blanks or questioning. ANDY applied and was put to work superfrisinc&



very ev:.dent what was planned asg a fate for these persons. Toward the end of

pounding his door. -ANDY remained quiet, however, - still

#ti11 belonged to a social club he had joined during this period whose

_ the course of their conversadion, upon lea.rnmg ANDY was unemployed offered

! _‘ctmg all rentals _,br t 16 sta.

----- " S

the Soviets the proflts he would put them in'bo the bu:tldings 80 that in. case
thmgs ever changed, the OWners would reap the benefits. ALl went well for
about 3 months until, that part of the c:Lty :m which hJ.s bulldmgs were 1ocated -
was xx ass:.gned to a. central H.Q. located in C:.ek'urkaln, his o'.l.d :m:pni: prec:i.nt.
He was only able to make two hxmms bueinese calls to hie new HQ before he was
recogmzed a.nd mformed that hlB gervices were no 1onger requ:Lred. (Jan, 191|l)

At about this time there occured many workers demonstrat.lons whprein the

workers demanded -'bhe death sentencesfor all fomer policemen, and” it became :

Jan, all known former policemen were arrested and deported durmg. 1_:he nlght.

ANDY was at hoethis night and had not yet relized the precariousriess of his

position, About 2 AM while in the Apt with the lights out, one began
& recogm.z&?his

aode

danger, refusing to open the door only because, gJ_rl in the Apt.‘ would have

been emba.rrassed if found.

The next day he traveled freely about the city, not realizing what he.d
happened. The light finally dmmed however, .and he hurriedly changed
apartuments, forged a new passport and contacted his fr:.end JANKA whom he was
able to persuade to brovide”ANDI with a pistol. |

Although he had been discharged from his position as house mandger, \h_e

members consisted solely of govermment officials. (heginn;ing of Eeb. ‘hl) :

Cne night he met another member here, hitherto unknown, who during

him a posltlon in the Ste:.nlck laundry on Ventsplls iela of which he was



i the director, ANDY ac” ied and the next day wemt to w. : there with-the - s

official title of "norm" supervisor ( efficiency expert) but actually engaged -
in all aspects of laundry labor as weil._  The laundry einployed eoﬁe_BOO womsen

‘and S men including ANDY. -The eecond month ANDY worked here he-—-wee able to " - =

- put one of his former police members (K,QRKLJN ) to work at the laundry bringing

the total to 6. The workers here were beaides the Director; ANDY; the firema n, .

'BANKINS; electrician, SURVELIS; and a bookkeeper, name u.nlmown. -

He contmued working here and in April due to his excellent wark was
preposed as the director of another laundry'- The. Peterson-— he was fOrced‘ to

reject this mvitat:l.on, hcwever, claimmg mcompetende, since such a positlon

'would involve filling out a detailed biographlc qneatfl.nnah'e. Toward the,end - -

" of April, he made the‘acquaintance of & female COMl. , fnu_KRUSMANIS, {(a high

rayon committes di.;-'ector) » and she, having taken an interest in ANIl)Y,‘ pfoﬁosed__ _‘
him for the Labor Inepectfb& of fbhe Pardaugavas rayon. He was forced to feject
this also on account of the detailed‘ PR_Q required. She however, de_q:_:.l.ded to
appoint him to that post and despite his objections informed him one day that
he was now .officially the Labor Inspector. Although he was offlcmlly a gov'f

eff1c1al, his place of employment remained the same and in connection w:.th the

TJVRMALA .
coming summer tourist season in ngas e iR ﬂ AV RS ‘-"(L r

APp A:rmcH'
That night whlle walking the streets of Pardaﬂgavﬂ, all streets were

sealed off by the Germens, the women sent on their way and all men found ‘were

take_r; to Bismuiza. Fine.lly the roundup ended with aboﬁ'b 10,000 men placed in
a clearing and guerded_with machine guns. Nor far off wasm & 1arge; i‘resﬁiy
dué i)it and piles of freshly shot communists and Jews. The men werse kept.-‘here"
all night and finally a troop of Germans arrived who all spoke perfect Latvian

and it became evident that these must have been that group of Latvian's who u

‘repatriated to Germany as late as J_an?/ They now broke the mees ofpsople into

about 10 groups for easier handling and then called upon the assembly firstl to

throw out into the open all Jews, then all C.P. Members, this was done and a



‘ th '00__me ‘rere. produce'd.-- Thenextcallu -for all former

policenlen. ANDI held back, since’ 11: was evident 'bhe foregoing persons were about-

*bo be shot. When he saw however, that his fomer Chief, STIGLITIS WaR ccm:mg
forward as well &s another policeman he recognized = FRIEDE~ he-alsc cajue F
forward. In all, the Germane wound up with h- of them. These h were instnucted

to organize the remaining men into colunns and march back to Riga carrying
DAVCAVA . ‘

Latvia.n flage. They o reached as far as the Danzmava and then croeeed— in make- -

ehift rafts e.nd boats Anto Riga and dispersed. The 100 th_at remained..were all
‘shot and buried in the ditch. ANDY walked to his ie.undry and rea’.’eeured his | .
: mamg who didn't know what his fate had been. On the vay to Riga, as ANDY and the
other 3 police were merching the band STIGLITIS offered MDY a poeition w:l.th

the Latvian Riga prefecture of which S?GLITIS 1ndicated he was aJ_ready slated to

" be the head. ANDY was undecided whether to return to his old precint or Jjoin
S‘I'IGI.ITIS witbn uhom he would have had every opportunity for rapid advancement to:
the top. _ On the tosc of a coin, ANDY decided he would rather return to his old 12th
precin‘c and ret.rev:.ng hls uniform (July 1941), went back to work. At about this
tlme the Gennen SD (Pollti%Police) were organized and an experienced leader was’
required to head the group, the duties of which would mainly be t.he liquidat.ion of
Jews and Commys, the two belng synonymous in most Latvie.n s minds. The post was
cffered at first to KARLIS APINIS, arprominent member of ANDY's ﬁ'&ternity who,
however,refused. Several other Latvian officers were approached, but unsuccessfully.
ANDY was approached by a group of"'Perkank{uatt - Prof SCHILDE, SHVEDE, CiBULIS,
OTIMANIS end exaniined as to his experience and urged to accept the pos_ition;when

he lear'ed of the proposed Ji‘quidationsthe unit would be gvagaged in, he refu'sed.

They seemed to be at a loss for candidates and questioned ANDY as to the |
qualificatlons of ARAJS who was then a former Cpd. of the Latvian Army. ANDY was
well acquainted with Vthe latter, and although he was known to have collaborated
during the Rneei&n occupation, ANDY gave his endorsement of the man. Shortly

: _ Maxey
thereafter ARAJS was placed in charge of the unit and commissioned a -hmgt of the




His unitwa mgagedsolely mliquidatinga Jewe= and Commies an

f

usually appropiratmg all of their material possessions for their own use. In

.t.he early period 19h1/h2 they were. made up for the most part of men. who had a seriom
i I’T
greivance against the Go nhavmg personally suffered at their ha.nds._ Al%hough"*-“"’ .

" very poorly disciplined, for the most part they were ohly interested. in rervenging

their families who had been dest:%ed during the Russioan occupations During the '

this
1atter part of 19!42 and :mcreaslngly 5o in the follow:.ng years, _’ehese' type men
‘left the unit to jo:l.n the Legion and their places were taken by crim:.nel types

"who were only mterested in pillaging, rapmg and murdetr.

STIGLITIS who was head of the Latvn,an Police Prefecture was being gradually

‘and"took away various functions of his department putting them under Germa.n

i

‘oontrol and merely.leaving hm with a 'title.

During the following months ANDY mtnessed many atrocities committed by ARAJSS

group and became .thoroughly disgusted mth the whole operation. ' He was even called.

upon i‘rom time to tme to preserve order as’ the clvil b4 police representatlve

when this group wae preparmg ,for an actlon. ANDY cont:mued :Ln command of the

precint and was also ‘assigned the command of the ad;jacent D@ELEB preoinot.
In Jan 1943 all experienced policemen were drafted into the ranks of the Geman- :
organized Police Batta.lion. This was secretly done in order to establish' a
cadre and it was not until April 1943 that iolunteere were‘eolicited. Failing:
to get e_ufficieni; numbers, the Germans began drafting all men of the appropirate
ager (Wbih wae 7 Y . o

The Germans gave Lt. Col. WEISS the _assignﬁent oi‘_ establishing t}__l_?i‘.!‘:‘."‘_so-

called Police Battalionse



;:duty m.th the pol:.ce dept. to the BattaJ.ion for duty. AN'DY rema:lned in co T

of the l2th prec:mct and engaged in normal pol:Lce work. thhough‘under the

- the e G.C.

\e’;s:'e:'

-partiean (CIC) actlvity ll’lSldG the USSR.

19 ¢ S‘S'igrméﬁté" idf'.f

They were" formedr“originally from

) ..';ithos'e persons who applled for pol:Lce eerv:Lce and couldn't be ueed, and thoee

who volunteered from w1thin police ranks. . ANDI sentwall his -eaetna. appllcants for»»-‘

'-§5?f

r'fsame dn.rector ( WEISS} as t.he Battallons were, ANDY .was not‘a part o.f them a.nd had :

._different duties. Durmg thls period ANDI was engaged in trammg new pol:Lce .

'_recruits :masmuch as most all fomer police manbers had been liquidated.

: ‘{_ In Aprnl 19h3 ANDY was drafted :mto the I-atvian Leglon according to the

._law whlch requlred all officers under 30 years of a.ge to be drafted. He was

conmlssioned I.t. and ass:Lgned to the command of a squad of about 50 men’

| ,._“Otra ngas SArga rotas, tresais vada kcmandierie" (C O.. of thn.rd squad, nga's
* l

M-v-

) company and fulflllec’ el:Lte

second guards company) « Th:l.s was a)L

guard functlons. Company Commander was lst I.t. SARHA other squad cmumanders were;

}wﬁ MA Tk
(1st. squad) Lt Urvmaaqg, 2nd squad, w.o IEI.INEVSKIS, hth squad, 1st Lt emeaa,

also I.t}'A IVETS, Lt. PRI'EDITS. After two months of gettlng his Squad in shape, '
rlANDY Has transferred to the faculty of the freshly created Latvian I-eg:Lon war
h _lschool "Legmona BOLDEHAJAS KARA SKBI.A" as one of the head mstructors. He _
: instructed in all mll:l.tary subaects as. well as delegated assignments 'l:o his squad
| of :mstructors. “After’ h—S months: of this activ:.ty ANDY requested and f:.nally

received an- asslgnment to the front. ANDY arr:.ved at the t1me (winter 'h3) the

1'egion was retreatlng before VQLCHOV a.nd fall:ng back to Velixi I.uki He was

- asalgned o Cod. KBIPANS regu;;ent, to a squad- of the first Co., Co. Cormnander

‘Capt. IJDUMS Inasmuch ag ANDY was the only off:Lcer in the company bes:.des the

CsCey. and he was part:.ally dlsabled due to hls ul_cers,_ hex ANDY usually was

7 Ueual front line duty.

In Aprll/May 19h9 was injured by artillery shell rece:.w.ng shrapnel wounde




o comnand of the l2th Heavy%apons @ompany Whlch at ‘bhls t1me was only on paper

and ANDY had the task of plcklng recrults, tran.n:l.ng and fonnlng a company In

T _{ June 19&@ before the Company H'&E Yet up to strength the Russ:.e.ns broke through

strength (100 men)

' to JELGAVA, they could attempt mem:mg the leupe to Jom up w:.th the German

' _Russ:.ans. The vote for the 1atter proposed was unanmous, :masmuch as, :Lt ha.d

.in the outskirts, the h:_./rdges had not yet been destroyed and the’ Gemans b__e:mg

.._was sent to Jelganas whlch was a rehabn.]itatlon area also a stag:.ng area for

- the form:mg 3d D1v1s:.on (2 Divisions at. the front) Here he was g:.ven the e

on the POllSh front:Ler a.nd ANDY was ordered to hthuanla wlth his company at half

This front was in a- state of chaos, the Germans belng completely demoralized,

' -and although ANDY's oompany fought some engagements, there was no organlzat:.on

and the Russ:Lans by-passed them and took JELZAVA in thelr rear._ See:.ng the:.r. g
hopeleSS 51tuat10n and the low morale of hlS men' (they had been mformed of the

LI
[

Germa.n's departlng atI‘OCl'tlES 1n Jelgava) ANDY gathered hlS men and. gave them

o rthree alternatlves - they could attempt to flgh'b their way through the Russ:Lans f

llne or’ they smply d:l,sperse and attempt each to .make- hlS own way and evade the '

[

become obv:Lous Iatv1a had begun to- fall and they were re]mctant to cont:mue S

'_ﬂlghting merely to prov1de the C‘rermans an opportunlty for a safe w:Lthdrawal. They

or

agreed to meet at one of two po:mts in elther V:.dzeme(,/l(urieﬂ\e, dependmg C '3 .

on wh:l.oh prov1nce would be the f:!.rst to fall and all went their separate waye
after the prov1s.mns and documents ~ wer$ distr:l.buted. ANDY conunandeered a
motorcycle w:Lth sidecar and instructed the drlver to head for Jelgava. Approach:mg

Jelgava they found the Russians had taken the city and geme on to Tulums leaving .

. the clty very llghtly secureds 'Ihey had no dﬁ‘f:Lcu'.tty getting through and by -

traveling hack roads entered Riga where the Germans and Rugsians were flght:mg

i



. cmmand of_them,l the two wereable to drlve :Lnto Rigar w1thoet anp serloue .mcider

.__ Arrlving here ANDY etayed wlth fI‘andS (h:Le w:l.fe and the entnre hospital were she :

B worked already havmg been gvacuated to Germany) Che.ng.mg hlS un:r.fom for oivil

‘-ga_.mente,wi/‘alsn.ﬁed his ddcmnents ( having cached some blanks prevmusly in hie e

'apartment) Ther Russians had Riga encircled but were ehow:.ng no signs of any

,act:Lon. ANDY spent about a month in fb.ga walt:mg' to see whlch was the Russiane _

: front would nove. ANDY 11ved by expedlents do:mg no work of a.ny k:.nd a.nd decided
| to wa:Lt for the opportune time to move \oﬁen the Gema.ns drove to Tukumé and

_ -:-la.berated the clty with ANDY follow;mg the advanclng columns and reaohang Kurzeme -

: after cach:mg his weapone. He went to his mot.her 8 i‘cam and helped there and én -

ther ne:.ghborlng farms m\'taking in the harvest. : There were many German army

_ unlts moving and ret.raatlng through the area a.nd ANDY in a'bout Sept. hh left his-

farm and headed i‘er'North Kurzeme - Lonaste Apkm;tne. Here he met his former

. Legionaires-"about L0 out of the original 100- and _eegain living in the woods.

Otper refugees,about 150 more in number, flocked to ANDY end J..ooked to h:m for

L 1'eed‘ership and support. He regietered all his':cendidates and deciding it was '
..'seneeless to.abtempt any large’ ecale act.ions masmuch as the woods were full

of various types of bands, very st.nong” Russmn p&rtlm bands, German-Latvian

_deserters, and I.atv1an refugees aiedh concentrated mainly on prov:.dmg sustenamee

to his.men and attempt:.ng to aselst the:n.r escape to Sweden or Gemua.ny,H suceedﬁg

in ‘gbout 30 cases. Food was very scarce in the woods end several mhm:s

'. mezcbers _ret,urrled to the front %t to those pflice pattalions still in existénce.

| ﬁm@remained with about 150 hangers-oﬁ e'nd merely existed. One 'day

while m a farm house eating he was surprised by a German Magjor KRAUSE who '

recogm.zed ANDY at once and e%ﬁe% was well aware that he was a Legion

- deserter., Thay had an Immzmu Wmmm inoculjous convereatdon

and KRAUSE finally offered SNDY the position of commanding a Jagdverband

(anti-partisans) unit, stating that he and his men would be provided food and




:.e’fv'liini-'ted amiount. of unis ns; the ajor: being acquainteu At

were 283 already well-armed. 'Ihe strength of the un1t was to be 0 men and-;ANDY'

L

readlly accepted feeling that he would be able to at least feed hie men‘ and

perhaps furnlsh assistance to others as well. He was" appointed“a Capt. 01‘ the

o SS and sent a weeks rations for 80 men and about a dozen un:.forms d:n'the woode, - |

.- . . ‘6"‘* . Lo
e.nd informed the sa.me* plus a portable f:Leld kitchen would a.rr:Lve the fo]lowing

week. ‘When these did. not arrive on. t:une, ANDY went to Ventsp:ls to-anquire from
the major as - to what was wrong, Bfflc:.al mquirles produced only susp:Lc:Lous ‘
etares and flnally ANDY 1earned that Magor KRAUSE had dlssapeared w:Lthout trace

and was rb;nored to have been arrested for an unk:nown reaeon. _ ANDY returned to his

un:Lt and after a few days the k:.tchen and prov131ons were delivered. 'I'he' un:Lt‘ ‘

rema::.ned w1thout orders or supplies for approx:mately another 2 'ir,eeks and ANDY
fmal‘ly da.sbanded "the men a.nd burned all of the un:l_f‘(ryms (Nov 19h9) ALy the.
‘men were dlspersed and ANDY and two others(Cpl. Augusts SALINS and KLAVInsﬁ)

-~ all in c:LVJ.llan clothes- hav:Lng heard that in Ventsp:.ls 1 Dr. Ginten had a .
large sea evacuatlon organlzed went to 566 what the:r chances of partn.clpat:mg
were. They were uneuccessﬂxl Jn mak:r.ng contact mth GINTEI(, however, and were
informed through round about channels that GIN‘IIi( was not accept:l.ng any former -
Leglonna:\.res or any offlcers and decided thls whole operatlon was polltloa.l _
and. not worth attemptmg to enter :Lnto. ANDY learned from some friends in L
Ventsplls that a good frlend of hlS - VALDEMA% LINDE- was on GDITE!I's list l

for evacuatlon but had however, escaped to. Gemany w1thout anyone be:.ng

aware of the fact. As was customary durlng these t:unes, evacuees werse oonsidered

and routed as small groups of about 10 when a legder responsn.ble for them.

LEFT woons BEGINN]'NG DEG 1949
ANDY learned that LINDES' groip leader was Col. ALBERTS and falsifying his |
) . . _ R . ‘.' : . aS
own documents arrived at the house of the former, presented himself and LINDE .
and wag accepted as such. During this period, the Germans were wounding up

all able bodied men in Ventspils and putting them on forced 1abor fortify._‘ing'

+,



o '-t',h__ _:Lty. ALBERTS declded to remove hlS group to the country Edoles apkartne. ;

The group remined here 2 months untll mid Feb. 19&5 The sea-coaet waa:]a.mmed

. -__w:.th refugees among than ma.ny women and children , dﬂ ”




country31de'to the beaches in order to feed the hundreds of refugees who were
gathered at the beaches._ He spent about two months operatlng 1n the woods near

the ‘beach- gatherlng food products and evadlng the German patrol actlons and

|

Latv1an ﬂegdverbands who, be51des their regular dutles, i.e, cleanlng out theh
woods, were also 1n particular-looklng for hlm. Durlng thls tlme he had. many
f,narrow excapes and sklrmlshes w1th these groups, but managed to evadé'capture.:

‘ In the latter pat of Jan 'hS durlng a house search de31gned to capture Dr._ |
G1nten. (he was captured but succeeded 1n escaplng the same nlght) Col. ALBERTS
.. was caught and 1nprlsoned by the Germans who had taken an 1nterest 1n suppr9531ng

- the refugee traffic to Sweden. fnu Welss the former vioe-pre31dent of the Riga
Dalry was staylng at the house where Col ALBERTS was captured and was one of hlS
group of evacuees. Hls true status was not proven and he was offered to. head |
.up and organize the: destroyed Ventsplls dalry It was obvlous the war was draW1ng
to a close (Ru531nas wer at the outsk1rts of Berl1n) and thelr eventual fate would
elther be evacuatlon to Sweden or the consequences of total oapltulatlon.l WEISS
and ANDY reached the dec151on te go to VentSplls and begln thle undertaklng, not

' because they consldered thls course of actlon made any sensa,‘but so that they
_would be able to legallze themselves and thelr trucks (the Germans refused
to 1ssue any llcenses or gasolene fcr them and they had to operate completely
- black in the course of their provldlng food for the evacuees) and so that they
would be able to get next to a source of food 50 that thelr evaouees could be -
fed. The' drlver of the truck was ROMANOFFS wlth ANDY the mechanlc. Arr1v1ng
at the dalry, they found it completely destroyed. They moved 1nto a small
~3 Troom house An the expmrbryx courtgard and set to work repalrlng and fltting
it out for 11v1ng quarters.- WEISS rounded up the necesaary dalry machlnery
-and began operatlng the dalry, all the machines, however, belng hand-drrven. In
a short perlod the dairy became a hive of actavlty and ANDY qu employed in the

'mornings delivering and picking up milk and dalry produots. XIEEX A greatamany.




[ U
. .

' who checked 1n at ANDY'S house for suppl:.es and 1nstruct10ns

_peop_ewere_ 5niting

" Td March'a “boat arriv

+

for gINTEN}and about 100 persons were evacuated W1th ANDY transporting a portion

of them to ‘the land:mg area among then bemg the MVD {SMERSb 1st Dt. Janis' e e

MUPSALAM:

'-BAUSE’A. This proved EVEN'I‘UALLY T0 . BE THE I.AST BOAT UNDER Dr. GIN'IE#S ausplces.
_Meanwhlle ANDY and RCMANOFFS sens:.ng that Dr. _ GINTEN- had 50 many other big-shoi'.s )
i _and people to worry about evacuatlng, declded :Lt was- sneseless to hope for a |
o 'successful escape by that means and began seek:.ng :Lndependent means of escape.'
[ They l.ocated an old fisherman whose boat had been mpounded by the Germans, _

_s.mce he qu too old to flsh anymore and was bemg held avan_'l.able for a.n;vr able_

bodled flsherman to purchase. .ANDY and RQMNOF’FS made a. deal w:.th the old man . .

’and agreed to take hm along when they escaped and Hent to the clv:Ll court to

apply for the purchase of the s boat — about 25 i't, open, B HP motor. GINTE!L .

had his people in th:Ls court and the pu.rehase was approved and reg:.stered in

' proper fashion- w:.thout a penny be:l.ng pa:_d The two then set about prepar:l.ng the
'craft for the dlfflcult voyage. Meanwhlle they learned of another ship (wooden) N
_Whlch was 51tt1ng 1dle in the harbor and available but lacRing a.ny motor. They

| eventually located a steammller engaged on a “road rebuicldlng pro,]ect and 1eft

on the _]ob at nlght. _ With the help of 6 men they removed the. d:l.esel motor a.nd

transported it to the harbor in the da1ry truck and plaeed 1t in the shlp durlng

-ithe nlght. The sh:Lp mechanlcs then took over and began msta‘]lllng the motor but
this work progressed S0 slowly that the sh:Lp never was able to get out of the

' harbor before the capltulatn.on and by then the Germans had sealed off the

entrance to the channel. .

The dan.ry director WEISS had meanwhile made comnections w:.th the Germans

A through his m_fe and had been prom:Lsed a berth on a ferman sh1p which was to

1eave with all hlgh-rank:mg Offlcl&ls in the final days. F eellng X that ANDY was

not needed since being a deserter was a hazargd to WEISS and smce with all his

activity mostly directed toward preparing the boats for escaMWEISS began. to

<8 TR S *“‘%‘*



h“attempk_gettingihim ouv - f the dg;ry and’the quarters*he ‘ﬁd establm&hed_eveu-goin F
_so far as to threaten to denounce h1m 1f the dldn't 1eave.; A German patrol arrlved
;tsuddenly one nlght at 5 A.M. and surrounded the da;ry traphlng ANDY and several
f.refugecs who were spendlng the nlght there.. Quickly appralslng the situatlon '5£%
dANDY thanked them for(uhklng him on tlme, showed tham documents calling for hlS -
_’departure on the mornlng traln and quickly'dreSSJng walked out before the ‘patrol

:‘could collect 1ts w1ts.‘ He lived in varlous




of‘ Ventsplls

18 hours where they were interned under the auspiceal of. t.he Refugee cmssion .
of Sweden. Among scme of the ﬁ persons aboard was R@I&NOFE;‘ ALKSMIS and Dr. . )
GINTEH, Georges KI.AMINS, Dr. BALODIS (female). Thef were interend in the remgee'
camp for about a month af -FKatamarsw_eel;" and were then transported to Fre_idheim -
a .camp noth of Stockholm. Here they wére held ané‘dher 2 weék'é, ‘given physica‘l
examlnations and finally given the perrogat:n.ve of volunta:xrly aocept&?ng work.

ANDY took on a job on the peat bogs at Varan at tha south end of Verner Lake. :
Here he workad t.h_}e sumiers -of U5, U6, L7 until 19117-’ Dur:.ng the winter of h5

he worked in the textile factory in south Sweden.- Eristjan factory. .



