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30 November 1961

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. McCone

SUBJECT :  Brief of Interview between the President
and Aleksei Adzhubei (Editor of IZVESTIA)

1. The first question asked by Mr. Adzhubel was what the President
thought about the present state of Soviet-American relations and what in
his opinion must be done by the American as well as the Sovlet Governments
to improve relations between the two countries. The President replied
that the relations today are not as satisfactory as he had hoped they would
be when he filrst took office. He went on to say that one of the first
things that he did on becoming President was to commit the United States to
an earnest effort to achieve & satlisfactory agreement with the Soviet Union
on the cegsation of nuclear tests. The President also sald that we were
not successful, and we were in fact still at the table in Geneva when,
still negotiating, the Soviet Union resumed its tests, tests which must have
been in preparstion for many months, at the very time the conversations
were goling on.

2. In regard to the idea that every people shall have the right to
make a free choice as to the kind of government they want, President Kennedy
said that if the people of any country choose to follow & communist system
in & free election after a falr opportunity for a number of views to be
presented, the United States would accept that. The President pointed out
that Mr. Jagan, who was recently elected Prime Minister in British Guiana
is a Marxist, but the United States does not object -- because that choice
was made by an honest election which he won.

3. To the gquestion re ldea of concluding a pact of peace bebween the
United States and the Soviet Union, the President replied that we should
have not only an agreement between our countries, but take those steps which
meke peace possible. He saild that he didn't think that paper, and words
on paper are as significant as looking at those areas which provide tension
between the two systems and seeing if we can dispel that tension. He felt
that one of those areas now is the problem of Germany snd Berlin and if
we could meke progress there, then in his opinion, 1t would provide a most
important step in improving our relations in other areas.

L., To the question re complete disarmament, the President said that
there must be adequate inspection, to make sure that each side is disarming
and staying in accordance with the agreements which they make. The Soviet
Union has stated that it will permit us, or the international body, to inspect
those weapons which are destroyed but will not permit us to carry out an
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inspection to see what weapons remain. One side could destroy a hundred
bombers but still have a thousand or two thousand bombers left. To pro-

vide for orderly disarmament, we have to inspect not only those weapons which
have been destroyed, but also these weapons that remain. Otherwise we do

not have any guarantee of security for either side.

5. President Kennedy made the point that he recognizes that the
Soviet Union can sign any treaty it wishes with the East German authorities.
However, what he finds to be so dangerous 1s the claim that the treaty
will deny us our rights in West Berlin, rights which we won through the
war, rights which were agreed to by the Soviet Union, the United States,
Britain snd France at the conclusion of the war, and which should be con-
tinued. The President went on to say that all Berlin was put under four
power authority by the agreements at Potsdam. East Berlin, which was under
the immediate suthority of the Soviet Union, has now been turned over to
Fast Germany in violation of those agreements. And now the Soviet Union
seeks to place Soviet troops in West Berlin. It does not suggest that
the troops of the other three powers be placed in East Berlin. In other
words, the Soviet Union now seeks to share in the control of West Berlin.
The second point is this gquestion of the rights of access in crossing
East Germany. In the President's opinion, if such an agreement is slgned, if
our rights on the communication lines between the West and West Berlin --
which are now governed by the Soviet Union -- are turned over %to the East
German authorities, and if the East Germans should interfere with that right
of access, for one reason or another, then this would provide for heightened
tension, the Soviet Union might come to the gupport of Fast Germany and
we would find ourselves, instead of having settled this now, once more
face to face.
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did not have an opportunity to

- . In.case you

read the interview between the Pre sident and

Adzhubei, attached is a complete transcript,

together with a brief.
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"I’I‘Eh. Z!‘RL.DIDENT May I just say that I apprecmte very much your commg to

"TRANSCRIE T of Interview between the Fresident and Aleksei Adzhubei
(Editor of IZVESTIA). In addition, those present were: Mr, Alex Alkalovsky
(Interpreter for the Fresident), j«r. Georgi Bolshikov (Interpreter for Mr.
Adzhubei and Editor of USSR lMagazine), Mr. Fierre Salinger (Fress Secre-
tary to the ¥ “resident), and Mix, Jack Romagna (Shorthand Reporter, White
House Staff). Held in the living room., the Fresident's residence, Hyannis Fort,

Massachusetts at 10:20 a. m:, (E5T), November 25, 1961

...-............_.‘........._................_._.._.__.__._....._..___._....._..._..._..._._.....-...._.._.............._.

MR, ADZHUBE] : Mr. Freuldent, Iam haapy to get this interview frora you,

"and I would like to tell you quite franldy that your election io the hwh post of

I-“-‘remdent of the United States office was raet with great hope by public opinion

in our country. In connection with thl.;, I would like to ask you the followmg

' queutmn --

s

the United states, Ialso appreciate the opportunity to talk, through you and
through your newspaper, to the péople of the Soviet Union, I think that com-
munication, an exché.rige of views, an honest repo;'f of what our countries are
like and what they want and what the pedple wish, is in the interests of both
our countries and in the interests of peace, So we are delighted to have this
opportunity,

MR, ADZHUBEI : Iwould like to ask you the following question, Mr. Fresi-

dent, during the election campaign, on several occasions you expressed good

intentions with regpect to the ne wl.,y of irnproving Jov1et-Amer1can relations,

‘ On the occasion of your Inauguration as President of a gr eat country, Nikita

Khrushchév, Chairma.n of the Council of Ministers oi the USSR, and Leonid

Brezhnev, Chairinan of the Fresidiura of the Supreine Soviet of the USSR in

their miessage to you, expressed the hope that by their joint efforts our coun-
~tries can succeed in radically iraproving our relations and the international

situation, They also expressed confidence that we can, atep by step,- liquidate

. the existing suspicion and distrust, and thus bring cooperation between our

peoples, OCn its part, the Soviet government is always ready to support any
good endeavor in that direction, and to do its best for the establishment of a
stable peace in the world, in order that all peoples may live in friendship and

without hatred among thera.

‘e
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(Transcript - The I resident and Mr, Adzhubei) =2

Mir. President, what do you think about the present state of Soviet-American
relations, and what in youf opinion must be done by the American as well as
the Soviet governments to improve the relations between our two countries?

THE FRESIDENT : Well, I would say that the relations today are.not as satis-

factory as I had hoped they would be when I first took office. In fact, one of
the first thiﬁga that I did on becoming Fresident was to coramit the United
Sta.te.s to an earnest effort to achieve a satisfactory agreeimnent with the Soviet
Union on the cessation of nuclear tests. As a rzsult of that effort, a;: the end
of March, we sent our representatives, along with Great Britain's, té Geneva
for the first time with a complete treaty which we tabled for discussion. I had
hoped that this would be one area where we could make real progress. It would
lessen the contamination of the air, it would be a first step towards disarina-
ment, and I felt that if we could achieve an agreement in this area, we could

then move on to the other areas of disarmaraent which required action.

wWe were not successful, And, as you know, we were in fact still at the table
in Geneva in August when, still negotiating, the Soviet Union resurned its tests,
tests which raust have been in preparation for many months, at the very time

that the sonversations were going on., J5o that has been a disappointment.

In addition, Berlin and Germany have become, I think, areas of heightened
crisis since the Vienna meeting, and I think extremely dangerous to the peace,
which I am sure =~ Iknow ~= boi:h of oixﬁ' people want,

I think that the Soviet Union and the United States should live together in peace.

We are large countries, energetic people, we are steadily providing in both

our countries an increase in the standard of living. If we can kdéep the peace

for twenty years, the life of the people of the Soviet Union and the life of the

people of the United States will be far richer and will be far happier-as the

standard of living steadily rises,

Where we feel the difficulty cornes is the effort by the Soviet Union to com-
punize, in a sense, the entire world, I the Soviet Union were merely seeking

MORE
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to prdteéf 1t0 ownna.t:.onal intafeéfé.- to.protect its own ha.tional securiﬁy. .and
would péfmit other coﬁntrie'a td live as théy wish -~ to live in-peace ~= then I
believe thavt{ fhe.f:roble%ns thch now ca..u‘se so much tension would fade aw-éy.
We want the people of the Soviet Union to live in peace -- we want the cauie for
our c)vc;n people, It io this effort to push outward the coramunist system, on to
country after country, that regresents, I think, the great threat to peace. If
the Soviet Union looked only to its national interest and to providing a better
life for its people under conditions of peace, I think there would be no.thing
that wduid' disturb the relations between the Soviet Union and thev United States.

MR. ADZHUBREIL: That is very interesting, However as a citizen of the Coviet

Union, as a member of the Coratnunist Farty, I cannot agree with you, in that
part of your answer where you aie saying that we are trying to ”comz';mni ze'!

- the world, At the 22nd Farty Congress, which, in our opinion, was an historic
event, we adopted a prograin of comnunist developunent and we caid that we are
against any export of the revolution, but we are also against any export of
counter~revolution. If we turn to facts, there are many countries in the world
in the affaivrs of which, from our point of view the United States is interfering.
Y‘esterda.y,‘ I saw a T.V. prograru which was being shown to waillions of Armeri-
cans, Whei'e your cox;nmeritator é.éserted that the whdie worldA 13 under complete
thréa:t of 'f;hé comrhunists to captufe the world. ”Q'fe would like Fto- see an end

put to this situation.

‘Our governae nt and our party believe that every peoprle chooses such a systern
of government as they like, Austria chose the capitalist way of developruent,

. although Az::e.z;ican_and Soviet troops were there. But Cuba has chq sen another
way of developizent. And we would be happy if you, Mr., Fresident, were to
state that the interference in the affairs of Cuba was a iw:istake, We hope that
the Cuban people will consolidate their own way of life -- as well as the. Do-
tainican Republic, Ecuador, Brazil and many other countries. -

THE ZRESIDENT ;. May I just say, without getting into a debate, that the

United States supports the idea that every people shall have the right to nzake a

MORER
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free choice as to the kind of governr.ent they want. % In the casz of Cuba, let ine
remind you that the Castro revolution was originally supported by the great
raajority of the people. When rCasts:o was leading the revolution, the statement
was raade that there would be free elections, and freadon: for the peorle, and
progress for the people, But Castro has not kept that comm:itment. Until the

- present governxaent of Cuba will allow free and honest elections, in our Spinion,
it cannot claim to represent the majority of the people. That is our dispute

with Cuba.

Mr. Jagan, on the oth2r hand, who was recently elected Frirze Minister in
British Guiana is a Marxist, but the United States doesn't object -- because

that choice was u:ade by an honest election, which he won.

If the people of any countxy choose to follow a corarmiunist system in a free
election, after a fair opportunity for a nuraber of views to be presented, the
United States would accept that. What we find to bz objectionable, and a threat
to the peace, is when a syster: is irmnposed by a s zll zoilitant group by subver-

sion, infiltration, and all the rest.

If the Coviet Union and this country could develop their own resources, and if
you periiitted the peoples of the worid to develop in the way they wish to de-
velop, then, if any nation should choose a coimnmmunist systera, we would recog-
nize and accept that. And if they chose another system, then we would hope
that you would recognize and accept that, too. If we could get that on both
sides, I believe the Soviet Union and the United Stétes, which have so much to

gain froma peace, could live in peace.

ME., ADZHUBEI : I understand you, M, President, and I aim: very happy to

hear these words fror: you, because as you know, the future ol the world de-

pends in rnany respects on the relations between the United States and our coun-

try, Let the people decide what way of development they want to choose, How-

ever I would like to draw your attention to the following historical parallel.

When the Bolsheviks, headed by V, I, Lenin, can:e to power, all the capitalist

world was shouting that they were plotters and that there was no freedom in
WIORE
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in
Russia but/44 years our country became a great power. But this is not the

iscue, Iwould like to ask you another question --

' THE PRESIDENT : You are a newspaper n:an and a politician.

- MR. ADZHUBEI: In our country every citizen is a politician, because we like

our country very much, The young and the old like the socialist syétem of our
country and we are ready to fight foxr it until its victorious end. You are proud
of ybuf country, r. Fresident, and we are alco very much proud of our own

countzry, and we are very proud of our party, and we are proud of V.1, Lenin,

tween our countries, it is necessary to start with the settlernent of small prob-
lerus, Cthers believe that too mény small issues have accunrulated and that
éerhaps it would be better to start with a big act, We believe that such av big act
wa.s lt‘he visit by Nikita Sergeyevich IZhrushchev to the United States in 1959, B
unfortunafely the recults of that trip were not completely satisfactory. Iir.
' President, what is &our attitude toward the idea of concluding a pact of peace

between the United States and the Soviet Union? That would be a great step
i’orward;

THE FPRESIDENT : I think we should have not only an agreer.ent between our

countries, but take those steps which make peace possible, I don't think that
paper, and words on paper, are as significant as loocking at those areas which

provide tension between our two systeras and seeing if we can dispel that tensios

Cne of those areas now is the problen: of Gerrmany and Berlin, If we could mak.
N progress there, then in ray opinion it would provide a most inportant step in

imnproving our relations in other areas.

I stated that if we had been able to get an agreernant on the nuclear tests cessa-
tion, that would lez;d to other agrecraents on disarniaraent, If we can make an
agreement successfully which provides peace in Central Zurope, if we can con-
\'glude our efforts in Laos and insure a governrnent and a country which are
. I;Eutra.l and independent, as Chairman KKhrushchev and I agreed at Vienna, then

MORE
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we would be able to raove into other areas of tension, Ibelieve, as I have

said, if we can now male an agreseraent on a saticfactory basis on Berlin and
Gerwiany, which is the most critical area -- beczuse it represents a matter

of great interest to both our couatries, and great concern to our peoples -- then
we could take other steps, If we can solve the problem of Germany and Ber-

lin, Ibelieve we can find our ralations subsiantizi’y ixaproved,

MR, ADZI—IT.E’_I_—'__%_;‘__L‘_{ : Thank you, Mr. Fresidesnt, tlis is a most worthy thought.
Zgpecially because, as I uaderstand you, ycu intend to talii seriously on these
problems with our covernment, Let me say that +.2 Germnan problein is of
great imiporta.ﬁce tc our country, for zmany reasors, Nat vriy for strictly po-
liti cal reasons, and not only because of prectige considerations, As you know
we have allies -- Foland, Czechoslovakia, and a number of other countries,
ilowevar, to date wes haven't heard a.n*} sober voices from the Vest affirming
the intzgrity of the bordexrs. existing in Burope and it would bz very imipoitant
to hea:x that, But there is also another aspect to tha German probleri. In our
country, in the Joviet Unloa there is not a single foroily that did not lose sonie

the swae-deving

<
Lkin in the war, You know we are trying to put oui/coals of the last war in

Central Europe, 3But we do not wish only to play th= role of a political firernan
a8 it were, though it is very imaportant, In the hea~t of every ooviet citizen,

in the soul of every Joviet citizen, there are, as ybu know, coals still burning
from the last war and they are burning his soul and does not let hire sleep
quietly, Thus, solution eof the question of a peace treaty is the hope and tran-
quillity in the heaxt of every Coviet man., After all we arve still cinging songs
about those who did not corae horne froxw. the war. I know that you participated
in the war, that you are a hero of the war, and this is why I am talking to you

in such lofty words, But this, if you wish, is a side-line.

Idw, .:'residept, in 1958, if I am not maiistaken, our .rgoverme nt suggested to the
governiient of the United States -- of course, the previous ad:=:inistration was
in power thgn -- that the trade relations between our countries be normalized,
Mow, as you know, the trade velations between our countries azre in a very

M.ORE
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laraentable condition, Before I lefi for the United States, Ihad a conversation

. with my friends fror the Ministry of Foreign Trade, and they asgiked me to in-
quire with ybu whether there are any prospects of improving the trade relatinng
between our countries, After all there ig a very old truth: tossther with gonds,
together with the exchange of goods, there also come better reiations amnng

pecples,

THE PRESIDENT : Let mie say that I know that the Soviet Usnion suffered mnore

from: World War II than any country, It represented a terrible blow, and the
casualties affected every farzily, including many of the families of those now

in govermmnent.,

I will say that the United. Ctates also suffered, tkeugh not so heavily as the
3oviet Umon, oulte obv1ou sly, DLy brother was kilied in Lurope, My sister's

hu abaad was killed in Europe,

The point is that that war is new over, We want to prevent another war arising
out of Gerrzany, I think the irnportant thing between the United Ctates and the
USSR is not to create the kind of tension and pressure, wh:ch in the nazie of
settling Wozrld War II increases the chances of a conflict between the Soviet
Union and its allies on the one hand and the United States and its allies on the
other, VWhat we should atten apt to do is work out a solution through negotiation
which will make it possible to keep the peace in Central Eurove, And that is

the aim of this goveranment,

vNow in regard to trade, one of the first tmncva Idid on becorzing rreuldent was
to chanfve governn antal uolmy which provided for the admission of crab reat,
Thlw was not a :ma.tter of great dollar value, but had soiie syrcbolic imnportance,
and was’a matter which Chairman Xhrushchev had spoken about on ssveral

occasgions,

My own judyment is that, if we can solve the problerms that we are now talking
about, particularly in Berlin, and ease the general tension, trade will then in-
crease. What has diminished trade in recent rnonths has been the difficulty

MOCRE
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which we have experienced in Germany and Berlin, Il“Jvould hope that‘ trade
could be expanded, and in ray judgaaeat it would expand irnmediately, if we
can bring about a peaceful and satisfactory solutioa to the interests of all in
Germany and Berlin,

your words
MR, ADZHUBEI : I shall comsnunicate/to our readers with a feeling of satis-

faction. e have always thought and still think of the Awe ricans as the realist.
It is your energy, your realistic approach, that has helped you to create such a
wealthy country. But now I would like to ask you franidly, Mr, President,
because this idea was expresced by you in several instances, whether you
seviously think that the social changes which are happening in the world today
are the result of actions in which Moscow has its hands? I would like to remin:
you of one thing., You know, in France when the bourgeois revolution won, the
aristocratic Europe accused France of every mortal sin, When the Octobex
revolution won, all the world of the rich cotndez‘;f‘.vned that revolution, 3ut this
revolution won! You raentioned that a Marxist carae to power in British
Guiana. Do you think that events occurred there according to our instructionst?
Of course, we can't give you any assurances that there won't be social changes

in the world, although you will call it the result of the '"hands' of Moscow.

THE PRESIDENT : Let me say, as I indicated, if the people of these countrie:
maike a fr‘e‘e choice, that they prefer the coiamunist ox socialist or any other
kind of systern, then the United 3tates and the people of the United 3tates accept
that, That is why I gave the exainple of British Guiana. But of course I do not
hold and I do not say that the Soviet Union is responsible for all the changes
that are coraing in the world., For exar:ple, since the end of “7orld War II, the
British Exipire hac been turned into independent stafes, I think 15 of thexn., The
French corarunity has been turned into 21 independent states., There‘ are

rrany changes in the world, “Vesftern Zurope has joined clogcex together in the
Cornin.on Mariet, These are not the result of the cmﬁmunists‘ efforts.. There
are mmany changes, as I have said, throughout the world, Feople want to live ir
different ways., That is what we want, also. Ii they have a fair opportunity to

ORE
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make a choice, if they choosa to support comaraunisri, we acéept that, “hat we
object to is the atterapt to irnpose coraraunisih by force, or a situation where
‘once a people may have fallen under coraraunisra, the coraraunists do not give

thera a fair opportunity to maake another choice.

‘.-V e had been ;naer_ tllé _impres sion that the Yalta Agreement and fho Fotsdaru
Agréement p:t;ovided for a freé choice for the peoples of Eastern Eﬁrc;pe. They
do noé:. :m. Quf o?iﬁion, today, have a free choicé. | You may argue that they
raay want té live un&er communilsm, but if they do not, they a;re not given the
opportqnit? 'éo éhange. |
We believe that-if the Soviet Union -~ without atternpting to impose the com-
will permit _
munist system -~ the people of the world to live as they wish to live, relations
between the Soviet Union and the United Stats will then be very satisfactory, and
- our two peoples, which now live in danger, will be able to live in peace and with
a greatly increased standard of living. And I bd ieve we have such vast eco-
noraic opportunities now in both of our countries that we should consider how
we can get along, and not atterapt to imipose our viaws, one on the other or on
anyone else,

MR, ADZHUBIEIL ; Of course, Mr, President, I did not expect in cuch a short

"' period of time I would succeed in converting you to another belief -- just as you

- did not expect to convert mie. You have talked with our Chairman, the First
Secretary of the Central Commuittee of the Coraraunist Party of the Soviet Union,
and he did not succeed in conwvincing you, nor did he try to do so. This, as you
know, is a mnatter of personal outlook, One man may consider certain élections ‘
to be free, while another would consider those elections non-deraocratic, For
exaraple, in a number of countries of Latin America, great revolutionary

- changes are taking place, For a long period of tizne you considered that Tru-
jillo was ‘elected in a democratic way, You have been saying the same about the

~regime oi the Shah of Iran as well, But let us not engage in an argurnent and

let us turn to the next question,

MORE
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MR, ADZHU KLl : MNr, Fresident, r-ay I ask you the following question? It

is well known that the Soviet governiient has daclared its readiness to accept
any proposal of the Western powerc on internatiopal control and inspection, if
agreement on general and coruplete disarniament is reached. At the same time,
the Soviet govermmnent does not exclude the possibility of reaching agreerient

on a munver of mea:#ures \;JhiCh may decrease the danger of war and which coulc
ove effected in the nearest future. JSuch proposals are, for instance, the nropo-
sals on the freezing of miilitary budgets, renunciaiion of the uesz of nuclsar wea-~
pons, the conclusion of a non-agression pact betwzen NATO and the Warsaw
act countries, withdrawal of foreign troops frors the territovies of other
countries, the establishiment of a nuclear free zone, or measures againat the
danger of surprise attacl, Waiat, in your views, ‘are the prospects of general
and complete disarmament, and of decreasing international tensions?

THL FRESIDENT : Inasmuch as the Zoviet Union and the United Ciatec agreed

in the declaration of principles in Septeinber, at the end of tha Mclloy- Zorin
talks, on the goal of general and con.plete disar:nament, the probler. now be-
comes an attem:pt to iimpleinent that goal, stage by stage, The Soviet Union and
the United States have a basic disagreerent which inust be resolved on this
question., e believe that there iiust be adequats inspection, to ruake sure

that each side is disarming and staying in accordance with the agreerssnts which
they make, The Soviet Union has stated that it will permit us, or thz interna-
tional body, to inspect those weasnons which are destrayed but will not pexrait

us to carry out an inspection to see what weapons rernain, One side could des-
troy‘ a hundred borabers but still have a thousand ¢r two thousand borabers left,
If you are really going to provide for orderly disar:namzent, it seemns to nie you
have to inspect not only those weapons which have been destroyed, but also
these weapons that reimmain., OCtherwise we do not have any guarantee of security
for-either side. If we can agree to an effective inspection systein so that each
country can know that the other is living up to its agreeizent, then, in zny opin-

ion, we can move into general and comaplete disariament,

I5ORE
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That is why I. thbﬁght it so0 wfi;ally iraportant that we rmake an agreement on
cessation of nuclear teéting as the filrst step, and then proceed step by step
through éiom:c wea.*acans, through missiles, through the level of ground forces,
the Navy, and all the rest, JIf we can get ag*eezr;ent on Lhat, then we can move

toward general and corﬁplete disarrament,

I think it would ba_ helpful it NATC and the Wazrsaw pact engaged in a comnﬁt-
ment to live in peace with each other, I certainly believe we should take aery

- - conceivable step to prevent surprise attack, I believe that if the relations be-
tween our countries can be noriaalized, there will be less reilitary buildup
~cn both sides, but we cannot now withdraw our troops frow: Hurope, way back
across the Atlantic Ocean, when you wmnerely withdraw your troops to the Coviet
Union Wthh iz only a few hundred wiles away. That is why we need sorae
understanding of what is going to Be the situation in Berlin and in Germany. And
that is why 1 hope hegotiations will té.ke place betv:;éen our governrne nts quiclly

and will comie to a successful conclusion,

The statemaent has been made on many occasions that we object to the signing

- of a peace treaty, that we regard that as a bellizevent act, That is not the
point, It is our view that the statement which the four powers made at Geneva
in 1955 providing for the reunification of Gern. any represents the soundest

- policy, To divide a country, to divide a city, to put up a wall in a city, we be-
lieve, only increases tensions rather than dirainish ther And we believe that,
if the German people were perinitted to be reunified, adequate steps could ke

taken to protect the security of all involved,

Mow we recognize that today the Joviet Union does not intend to rerait reunifi-
céxtion; and that as long as the Soviet Union has tha.t policy, Gezrraany will not be
reunifiéd.- 'fhé quéstién now is whether the Soviet Union wiil sign a treaty with
the Fast Gexrman a.uthor1t1e5 which will increase tension ra..:'ue; than dhmmuh it.
A.s I said in my speech at the United; Natloas, we recognize that the Soviet Union
can sign any treaty it wmhes with the East German a.uthorities. What w:e find

MORE
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to be so dangerous, however, is the claim: that that treaty will deny us our
rights in West Berlin, righis which we won throuzh the war, rights which were
agreed to by the Soviet Union, the United States, Britain and France at the con-
clusion of the war, and which we belizve should be continued.' But if you sign
a treaty with East Gerraany and those rights are subject to the wishes of the
Fast Gerrman authorities, it seems to mme that that is going to increase tension.
If the Soviet Union atter::pts in that treaty to turn over jurisdiction over West
Berlin to the East Gerrian authorities, against the wishes of the people of
West Berlin -~ if the lines of coriounication and access, frozri West Berlin
to the outside world and the West, are cowpletal; under the control cf East
German authorities to cut any tixce they so wish’'-- then this treaty does not

bring peace, it only increases the dangev.

Now I ar: hopeful that, in the coaversations and negotiations which we hope to
have with the Soviet Union, assurances will ke given which will permit us to
sontinue to exercise the rights which wz now hav: in West Berlin, as a result
of the existing four power agreeiceni and will permit free access in and out

of the city. 7e do not want to stay in Jest Berlin if the people there do not
want us to stay, But they want us tc stay., V/hen they decide that they don't
want us, we will leave, But as long as they wish us to stay, it seems to e
that the rights which are ours by agreerzent should be maintained, I an: hope-
ful that the Soviet Union will agree with this, and in particular will agree to per-
it supplies and people to move in and out of V/est Berlin freely, Then we can
in iny opinicn, reach a peaceful settlement in the center of iSurope, and if we
can reach an agreemient on this question, then It=zlieve ouxr relations will
greatly isnnrove,

MR, ADZHUSEI : You just answered the question I was going to ask. ButI

cannot agree with you. I aw: not a sgecialist in the field of disarmarzent, but
as I understand it, the McCloy-Zorin agreerent was a very important step for-
ward, and we hope that the efforts by specialists who will be authozized by our
sovernments will lead to better results, And#ow a few words abouwt Lermany.

ILCERE
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If I understood correctly the translation, I have heard a very uarealistic term,

I have in mind the terra "East German authorities", It would be more pleasant
‘to hear ''governuient of the German Democratic Republic'', You don't like the
German Democratic Republic ., We don't like the Federal Republic of Gern:any,
but we have diplomatic relations with the FRG, we have very good trade rela-
tions with it. Thus, we are realists, If the governm:ent of the United Ctates
were not saying "East Germzan authorities" but were to say ""governrient of the

GDR'", that would be very good and realistic,

And now.a. second point, We would like to sign a peace treaty together with

our World War II allies, and we hope that it will be so.. It would be a great
happiness not only for our govermment but also for our people. Nobody intends
to turn West Berlin over to East Germany, That does not make sense. Thers
is the GDR_ and there is the FRG with its capitalist systemn, Let's sign a peace
treaty and let us guarantee frecdom for West Berlin by every mieans -- by
troops of the four powers, by United Nations troops -- and let's thus guaran‘tee
ite rights, But this is a problern for future negotiation, Now a few words
a.bm;.t access to West Berlin, Why complicate such a simple problew:? Coin-
munication- to West Berlin runs over 100 miles through the texritory of the
German Deraocratic Republic, If one needs to visit West Berlin, if it is necec-
sary to send people, food or other goods there, then it is very eleinentary to
ask permission for that of the govermment of the GDR. Soncetirues I feal --
and I axu saying this to you very frankly -- that some evil reople, are attempting
to complicate simple things and thus are deliberately creating tension. Yes-
terday, when I was talking with your closest advisers, I gave this exaiﬁple: if
a wan has his nervous systern extreruely strained, he is irritated by every
noise, every sound and everything is taken by hira very suspiciously., Such a
man can create much trouble, We hope that the negotiations which will take
place in the near future, will be objective, realistic, and will be conducted

in an atrnosphere of complete calva,

THE PRESIDENT: May I just mmake one brief response? All Berlin was put

under four powe r authority by the agreements at Potsdan:, DLast Berlin, which

WORE
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was under the irarae diate authority of the Joviet Uaion, has now been turned
over to East Germ:any in violation of those agreen ents;::“ It is no longer effec-
tively under four-power control, And now the Soviet Union seekks to place Joviet
troops in West Berlin. It does not suggest that the troops of the othex thgee
powers be placed in Kast Berlin, In other words, the Sovist Union now szels
to share in the control of Vest Berlin, That is ths firgt point that is in ques-
tion, The second is this question of the rights of iccesc in crossing Zast
Germany. As I gather it, you would give the E;sir Gern';an authorities -~ you
say East Gerran govemme.nt -~ the power to inte rfere with that traffic. It is
stated that they would not c“@ 5o, but we have no aasﬁrances in Mr. Ulbricht's
staternents which vary frorm: week to week, Inzay opinioﬂ, if such an agree-~
ment is.sig.ned. if our fighﬁs or the corarnunicatidn linzs between the V/ eét

and West Bexrlin -~ which are‘now governed by the Scviet ﬁnion -- are turned
over to the East Gerrnian éutho::ities, and if the Bast Germans should interiexe
with that right of access, for oné réason or anothar, then fhis would provide
for heightencd tension, the Soviet Union ruight co:--_'e to thé support .of Tagt
Germany and we would find ourseives, instead of ha'\i.ing settled this now, once

msore face to face.

The reason why we have been reluctant to recognize East Germ:any as a sovers
eign power is that we do not recognize the division of Germany, In our opinion
the Gerinan people wish to have one united countgy, If the Coviet Union had
lost the wax, the Soviét people thercselves would;object to a line being drawn
through Mos‘cow and the entire count:y, I we hac been defeated in war, we
_wouldn't like to have a line drawn down the Missicsippi River. The Germans
want to be united. I think it should be possible to provide for that under con-
ditions which will protect the interests of all conperned. But the Soviet Uhion

believes that it is more in their interest to keep (iermany divided.

¥

Now the question is -- given that decision -- can we provide for the praractiion

of our rights in West Berlin, which were agreed to in 1945 by the Zovie® Uszion,

MORE
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so that this is not a continuing crisis? In attempting to work out a solution of

the problems which éé.r’ne about as a result of World War II, we don't want to

increase the chances of World War III. All we wish to do is maintain a very
limited -- and theﬁr are a very limited number of troopé of the three powers in

West Berlin and to have, for example, an international administration on the
goods and

-Autobahn so that /people can move freely in and out. Then we can have peace

in this area for years. But if East Germany is going to exercise the right of
authority over that access, we are going to have continued tension there --
an_d I simply do not see, given the strong interests of both of us in having
peace in this part of Europe, why that is a wise decision, I am hopeful instead
that the negotiations which we are anxious to see take place wi'll bring about an
agreement on this area which will recognize fairly the interests of all.

MR. ADZHUBEI : Mr, President, since I'm talking to you in a very frank anc

friendly manner, I would like to ask you to imagine, at least for a moment,

the following impossible thing., Imagine. that you were an officer, a veteran
of the Soviet Navy, who fought in World War II. You won the war, and then

the very events occurred which are now taking place. One of the parts of
Germany -~ the Federal Republic of Germany -- does not recognize the border
which have been established affer the war. It is again building up its armed
forces, The.Chancellor of that country goes to the United States to talk to the .
President of the United States and they have secret talks. The spirit of re-
vanchism ‘is very high in that part of Germany. What would your attitude be

toward this, if you were a veteran of the Soviet Navy?'

THE PRESIDENT : If I were a Soviet veteran, I would see that West Germany
now has only 9 divisions, which is a fraction of the Soviet forces. Nine di-
visions. It has no nuclear weapons of its own. It has a very small Air Force

two or three _ A
~-- almost no Navy, I think perhaps/submarines. So it is not a military threat.

“Its nine divisions are under the international control of NATO, and subject to

the command of the NATO organization, which is made up of 15 countries of
Europe which altogether have, in West Germany now, about 22 or 23 divisions
-- about the same number as the Soviet divisions in East Germany. So thatl
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do not see that this count ry reprecents a military threat now to the Soviet
Union, even thougiul I ’recogﬁize how bitter wae the struggle in World War II -~
in the same way tﬁat Japan tc;d.ay. represents no threat to the United States,
even though tw‘e'.nty years ago there were four years of war ia the Pacific
.against the Japénese. The power of countries changes -- weapons change --
{‘science changes -- without missiles, without nuclear capability, with very few

divisions today, I don't believe West Germany is & military threat.

Then I would look at the power of the United Statés, and I would look at the power
of the Soviet Uuion, and I would say that the impartant thing is for the Soviet
Union and the United States not to get inta a war, which would destroy both of

our systems. So as a Soviet veteran, I would want the Soviet Union to reach

an agreement with the United States which recognizes the interests and the
commitments of the United‘States*, as well as our own, and not attempt to en-
force singlé -handedly a new situation upon the United States which Qould be
against previous commitments we had made. Thé Soviet Union made a commit-

ment in regard to Berlin in 1945, Ga rmany today is divided. Germay today

&

is not a threat to the Soviect Union militarily.

The importa.nt %hing is to attempt to reach an accord which recognizeé the in-
) Y .

ta.rests of all; and I believe that can be done wﬂ:n respect to Germany I

vx:,“”. PRER 5 PR PR

recognize that there are gomg to be two Germamas as long as the Sov1et Union
1.3 i ¢ ! l"r » I‘?

believes that thatfzs in her mterest The problem now is to g1r11:13.k'ze sure that,
R AT AT Wt T

Vi

in any treaty whxch the Soviet Union reaches w1th iuast Ge rmany, the rlghts

L L .

; it O Seeome,
of the other powers are recogmzed in Berlin, ""hnt s all we're talklng about.
; ' R i ’ EYN !
We are not talkmg about encouragmg revanchxsm, bmld ng a great German
; i ‘ PR A PR R Rk TR TR N : i K
rmhtary machme, or anythmg else you mention, in any peace treaty which is

!‘4' i * o i & Mo
Lgned w1th East Ge rmany, there must be a recogmtmn of the rxghts of the
k . . h St ‘.’ :, .
United States aﬂd the other powe rs.
New that does not seem to me to be a threat in any waﬁr to the seéuritj of the

Soviet Union. That does not provide for any increase in the Westera rilitary
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forces, which are rather limited tﬁere. I think we coulld: have peace in this
century in Central Europé if‘ we can reach an accord ove'r West Berlin, To
pufsue another course in the name 'of ending World War IIIA -=a coufse which
threatens te increase th:e chance of World War Il we repr;sents a wholly un;

wise policy, for you and for us,

So, if I were a Soviet officer and wanted peace, I would think peace can be

won and my country's security can be assured. The Soviet Union is a strong
military power. It has great nuclear capacity, It has missiles, planes --

it has a great number of divisions -- it has countries associated with it. No
one is ever going to invade the Soviet Union again, There ig no military power
that can do that., The problem is to make an agreement whkick will Uermit us
to have our 1nterests recognized, as well as yours, That should not be beyond

the capacity of us both,

Chairman Khrushchev did not, nor did I, make the arrangements in 1945 in
regard to Berlin, Our responsibility, given the situation which is a difficult

one, is to bring about peace, and I believe it can be done.

In short, if I were a Soviet naval officer, I would feel that the security of the
Soviet Union was well protected, and that the important thing now is to reach
2n accord with the United States, our ally during that second war,

MR, ADZHUBEI; Mr. President, I am .about to finish, Of course, you

answered this question not as a veteran of the Soviet armed forces but as
President of thg.United. States, and that is quite natural. However, as I
understand you, Mr, President, you are against West Germany's havingnu;
clear weapons at her disposal, .or in any degree of control over such weapons ?

THE PRESIDENT: - The United States, as a matter of national policy, as I

said at the.United Nations » will not give nuclear weapons to any country, and
I would be extremely reluctamt to see West Germany acqu1re a nucc‘ear capacity
of its own, Chancellor Adenauer stated that they would not, in 1954 That ia

still the policy of that government, and I think that is the wise policy,

MORE
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MR. ADZHUBEI : But you know perfectly well that many top posts in NATO

are occupied by German ‘generals, and you know that Europe is very far from
the United States. Don't you think that at some point it might happen that -
German generals might become too influential in NATO?

THE PRESIDENT : That is why I believe it to be so important to stress the

West German army is integrated in NATO, NATO is now commanded by an
American; and, in my judgment, as long as German forces are integrated in
NATO -~ and NATO is under the control of the 15“NAT6'couhtrie's. none of which

wants another war -- there is security for all. And I think that will continue.

Now if this situation changed, if Germany developed an atomic capability of its
own, if it developed many missiles, or a strong national army t?zat threatened
war, then I would @de rstand your concern, and I would share it. After all,

we have had two wars in Europe, as well as you. But _the;ggituaﬂti‘qg today, and
the situation for the future, is as I have described it. If it changed, then it
would seem to me appropriate for the United Statés and the Soviet Union and
others to consider the situation at that time, But it is not that way now, so
why take the risk of having the United States, which is a powerful country, and
the Soviet Union, which is also powerful, getting into difficulty with each other,
when there is no real threat in Europe to you or to us. I think that we should

look at things as they are in 1961,

You have stated that you are realists. This is not 1939, 1940 or 1941. Lock
what has happened. As I said, in the Far East, Japan's strength was entirely
different in those years, China's power was also entirely different. Countries
change. Situations change. And we have to be realistic .é'noﬁg‘h to see where
the real danger lies. The real danger today is the fact that both of us possess
in our nuclear stockpiles the means to'imposé gréat devastation upoh each

other -- and we are the ones that have the most to lose from war.

Therefore I think, if we look at it realistically, we should be able to reach an
accord which protects the interests of our two great countries, and permits us

MORE
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both to go ahead with increasing our standard of living and meeting other prob-

lems, In the United States in the last 14 years our living standard has increased

40 percent. In the Soviet Union it has gone up sharply. Nobody can benefit

more from peace than the Soviet Union and the United States.

I would hope that rather than attempting to talk about conditions in Germany
as they were twenty years ago, we would look at them as they are today. We
have had peace, really, in Europe for 15 years. The problem now is to see if
we can reach a negotiation which can settle this matter for another 15 years.
Nobody knows what is going to happen in the world over the long run, but at
least we ought to be able to settle this matter of Berlin and Germany.

MR. ADZHUBEIL : I thank you for your attention and this time that I took

from your weekend rest,

THE PRESIDENT : I appreciate very much your giving me, as President,
this opportunity to talk to the people of the Soviet Union, and your courtesy
in coming here. I want to emphasize that to the people of this country there
is nothing that would satisfy them more than to see the two countries live at
peace, and the people of the two countries enjoying a steadily increasing
standard of living, I was in the Soviet Union as a student in 1939, and 1

unde rstand that there have been many changes, and that the standard of living
of the people is rising. The standards of the people of the United States have
also risen. I am hopeful that this interview will contribute in some degree to
better understanding and to peace. For, I repeat again, our two pcoples have
the most to gain from peace.

MR. ADZHUBEI : Thank you Mr. President,
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