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By Don M. Larcimore
Buoclal to Tho Washiugton Foat
CROMTE, Feb, 10—Italy is
gu: iy alive with de-
maus. for an end to the
crescends of political vio-
lence which has struck in a
dozen citles since Christmas.

The belatedly burning
fssue of law and order adds
to the woes of Premier Eml-
Ho .Colombo, whose 5lx-
month-0ld cealilion govern-

ment i3 struggling for sur-

vival in the face of its own’
internal divisions and a
rangs -of knotty economic:
and social problems.

Most of the current popu-
dar  outrage I3 directed
agalnst small bands of neo-
fuscist . youths,  dubbed
“squadristi” after the ram
paging squads of toughs:
with truncheons who helped
‘Bealto Mussolinl to power
50 yearsg ago.

Teday's self-styled urban:

commandos seem Increas-
ingly to prefer home-made
bormbs to the once-standard
street equipment of bricks,
jron bars and bieycle chalns.
They pride themselves on
secrecy and speed in execut-
ing hit-andrun  attacks

against the persons or prop-:

eriy of Communists and
other opponents.

Throughout the peninsula,
the neo-fascists have taken
the initiative—~and the head-
lines—from young Maoists
and anarchists who, though
lately rather quiescent, are
old hands at “squadrismo.”

Shrill

dient moans from moderates

have iInflated the neo-fascist"

upsurge far beyond its true

imiportance. Italy’s basie in-.

situalions ere not endan-

gered. In secking to createa .

“climate of chaos,” the righ-

ifat extremists have in fact’
of .
nearly unanimous publicre-:

provoked a backlash

vulsion against their tacties.

That in turn had moved the -

herried Colombo . govern-

ment {o promise a crack-’

down on so-called para-infli-
tery viclence. :

‘panied by

left-wing rhetoric
along with politically expe- -

. ’,"s—i . :

‘w‘/t

The first dramatic step
waa a han on all public dem-
onstrations In the enlire
province surrounding the
city of Reggio Calabria on
the Italian toe. Since last
July, Regio has been wag-
ing & virtual people’s rebel-
lon. against Rome hecause
the smaller city of Catan-
zaro was designated ecapital
of the uewly created region
of Calabria. Neo-fascists
have spurted the fighting at
the barricades. IL is widely
assimed that extreme right-
wing industrialists have pro-
vided the money to sustain
the revolt.

Thus far, six persons have
been killed and hundreds in-
jured. General strikes have
made the port city's always
miserable economic , situa-
tion desperate. )

The government ban on
demonstrations was accom-
“total mobiliza-
tien™ of ‘“local security
forces,
15,000 men, or one for about
every dozen Reggio inhabit-
ants. It was imposed after a
sneak grenade attack on a
peaceful left-wing crowd in
Catanzaro last week. A
bricklayer was killed and 13
others - injured. This escala-
tion of violence shocked
Italy as nothing had since
the bhombing of a Milan
bank in December 1969,
‘which left 14 persous dead.

With 1o one yet charged
for the grenade assault, a .

wave of anii-fascist feeling

has nonetheless swept the.

country.

The constitution;- bans

“reorganization of the for-’

mer Fascist Party under any
name and in any form.” The
‘weak and poorly organized
ltalian right today has no
‘potential  Mussolini, al-
though clements of his my-
stique thread through the
neo-fascist ranks. .
The former dictator is
openly admired by Giorgio
Almirante, the 56-year-old
secretary of the neo-fascist
parliamentary:  party—the
Italian  Social
(MSI). The party claims
400,000 members, a quarter
_of them young people. It re-
ceived 1.8 mlilion votes In
the last eclections, about. 5
per cent of the total cast. Its
37 deputies and senators are
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often ohstructive-and unruly
In the legislative chambers.

'he neo-fascists are mak-

ing some political capital
with their constant warnings
that Jeft-wingers in Colom-
bo's Christian Democratic
Party, and lcftist socialists
in the ruling coalition are
‘rreparing a “selloul” which
would allow the .Commu-
nists a4 slice of national
power.
" Two months ago, Almi-
rante proposed a national
anti-Communist front in
‘which his party would play
‘a key role. “The rise to
power of Communism must
be blocked,” he said in an
interview with the Turin
newspaper La Stampa.
“Alone I can't co it, but nei-
ther can the others without
me.”

Since then, the MSI has
repeatedly denied charges
that it was directing squad-
risti attacks. Responsible ob-
gervers, however, assume
that the party gives covert
support to some of the 20
extraparliamentary groups
of neo-faseists, totalling per-
haps some 5,000 active mem-
bers, now believed to be op-
erating in Italy.

Of tliese, the most aggres-
sive has been the National

Vanguard, which began life

at Rome University several

years ago and spread to

many deep southern clties,
most notahly Regglo. It spe-
cializes in viclous attacks on
individual Communists, and
says 50 such “actions” were

carried - out in Rome alone

last year. Peoilce maintain
that the total anembership of

-this determinedly clandes-

tine group is no more than a
fifth of the 1,500 “comman-
dos” It claims.

About 1,000 neo-fascist
youths in 20 provinces be-
long to the hetter-known Na-
tional Front, headed by
Junlo Valerio Borghese who
describes  himself as  a
farmer interested in politics.
During World War II,
Borghese, now 64, com-
manded the famous X Mas
boat . squadron,
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which scored most of Jtaly’s
few anti-submarine victories
against {he allies.

Later X Mas, still led by
Porghese, was transformed
into a ground security force
known for its brutal treat-
ment of anti-Mussolini Parti-
sans. For this activity, the
rotund commander eventu-
ally spent four years in
prison. The National Xront
“claims a major role in Reg-
gio’s seven-month-old rebel-
lion.

Smaller secret squads
exist on many campuses,
made up of young extre-
mnists impatient with the
run-of-the-mill protest
marches, sit-ins and fist-
fights with Communists
staged by such acknowl-
edged offspring of the MSI
as Young Italy (59.000 mem-’
bers) . and the Universily
Front for National Action
(20,000 sympathizers).

Now back in the MSI fold
after an ideological quarrel
is the New Order, a militant
group whose members dress
a3 Nazls and wear the two-
edged exe symbol of the col-
laborationist Vichy regime
in France.

Left-wing newspapers al-
.leged last year that New
Order agents had gone to
"Athens to arrange support
-from the Greek colonels for
-an impending military coup
in Rome. Photographs were
-published purporting to
show youngsters receiving
cailitary training at a seeret
New Order camp in- the
Italian hills.- :
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