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BLCKGROUND OF ALFREDS [ERZINS

"As far as is ¥nown, Berzins was horn in Latvia (lLiepaja), at the turn of the

century and has had a collere oducation in that country.’ During %orld war' I he
wag activdly engaged in fipghting for Latvia's inde ondénce. Dus to his‘ participa-
tion in the Strueple for ratvian Independence, jm has made conta'ctt; wj.tﬁ the
leadin- fifures in the oth.er_ two Baltic dtates. These contacts have proven

qud te beneficial in his subsequent carseer as a Lotvian roveriment oflicial and

are rtill partially active today in the rofucee strurcles.

In the latter twenties, Nerzins was elected as a representative to the lLatvian
. .Parlisment (Saima) and served es o deputy in that body for several yeurs, being
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affilisted wdth the *NewFarmerst party.

In 193k Bersins was named as Minister for Public Affairs and Public Relations
and at the same time served as second in cormand to the iiiniater of Interior.
Shortly before Latvia's occupation by the Soviets in 19l0, Berains was named
3 Finister of the Interior. He vas olso the chief of the Adzsargl (Home Quards).

i VD\winu the Russian occupation of the Baltic states, Derzins wife and children
were deported to Russia and Derzins hirself was forced to flee his residense
and seek refure in the woods of latvia. »

During the Gemman occuration of Latvie, Berzins was arrested by the authori-

] ties and confined in a concentration canp for a period of 33 months. Dwring nis
imarcezjati.m in the Sanhsenhausen camp, he Secame very friendly with the Ukrein-
‘sen underground leaders Steteko and Bandero. As a result Berzins has been quite

active in the ABN in Cermemy and represented Litvia in this orgenisation.
Bersins has stayed aloof from all internzl emigree political squabbles, yet
has mairtained contact with all groups and enjoys their respect end esteen, as
he has been Loth & perlismentarial and en Ulmenist. o
Having imiorated to the US in the latter part of 1950, Dermins hrd epplied
for & position with the Voice of imrice and later with the National Camittee
for e Free Eurcpe. it t&e vresent tire he is erployed full time by the Jatter

and on a part time, ‘adwisor; level by the Jormer.
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Berzins has delivered many speeches cnd written ;:any erticles for publication
durirg his coreers “he only ores aviilable at proseﬁt, hcn;evor, ere itis book

" entitleds ."I 8av Vishinsld B-lshevize I.atﬂi", owbhlished by tho Intvian Leration
@s&ﬁ.m;ton, N, and his sneech: delﬁmd &t the vo~1d conress of the iBl in

Edinborough, Scotland.
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