
.BERNHKRDT, Johannes SPAlN Card 1

SF-5* Madrid

While in Tetuan, lisved at 14 O'Donnell. German, born 1/1/97; branch nanager 1A 1236
of H. & 0. WILMER, automobile importers and expoeters in Tetuan. In 1936 was 9/2/42
secretary of the Tetuan Nazi party; onn of the most active propagandists in
Sp. Morocco; worked with Adolf Langenheim, one of chiefs of German I.S. in
Morocco. Is dangerous.

is/cmb

At Palace Hotel in Madrid. Managing director of SOFINDUS. Is in contact with 1A 100
German I.S. British
/cmb 10/14/42

Sent the following cable to General Faupele "Glad that you are coming, and re- LA 739
quest that you notify us through Hisrowak concerning the date of your arrival Madrid
in Irun and Madrid." 5/13/43
/cmb

Sent radiogram from Madrid to"Akrobat. Attention Schroeder. Berlin. After 1A 1223
examination of locatr1situation I see no prospects for clfosings (of business 7/15/43
en other deals) at this time, wherefore I advise against planned journey."
Censor's note shows that the signature, Bernhardt, has appeared on many messages

in recent months to the German capital, disclosing subject to be a German official
agent engaged in the development of armament works and metallurgical industries in
Spain. co/cmb

BtdHARfDT, tohanles Card 2

There is a German firm in Larache and Alcazarquivir owning flour mills. VT 376a
Althoughtthese mills are electric this firm has accumulate large quantities Raza; B-2
of gasoline as well as stocks of foodstuffs. Subject, a very wealthy German, 2/4/44
is the head of this firm. He is said to have made his money buying up lorries,

. arms, ammunition, etc., in Germany for Franco's account. He enjoys Franco's
entire confidence due'to the good services he rendered him during the Civil
War. This firm is said to be supplying- German subs at night by means of small
fishing craft. Sulject is highly respected by the Spanish authorities and by
the public in general on account of his intimate and friendly relations with
the Generalissimo which are known.
er/cmb

Subject is head of German I.S. in Spain, according to Enil Best. He ordered Best I 621
to return to France. Subject also told Best that they had a wonderful agent who XLW 898
could come and go in North Africa and brought back plans of aerodromes, etc. British

mjb/-b 2/14/44

MAWICK is associated with subject. VX 005-308
EF001

/cmb 3/4/44
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Radiogram from subject to procure tickets from Frankfurt to Berlin for subject, H 61614
secretary, Frau Schaefers and Director Saul. 4/15/44
mfb/cmb

Subject is about to leave for Germany according to radiogram sent from Madrid 10452-417
to Frankfort. Subject is Oberfuher of the SS in Spain. 4/17/44
dd/cmb

Subject sent cable to Hitler on his birthday. "With unshakeable faith." 10452-420
4/20/44

dd/cab

Subject is the official middleman for the Germar Government in the purchase of RX 010-506
priority materials that are still alloted to Spain. Believed to work with two XMLo-35
other German businessmen, BREUER and HEINEWANN. 4/26/44
mjb/cmb

Subject left instructions that his address would be the Hotel Furstendorf in Berlin A 26013
during his current visit there. During the Allied bombings recently only a section 1062-
of this building was left open for business. 424B
dd/cmb 529/44

B-2

Subject tirquently sends rAdiogrames from UAdrid to Berlin concerning the RI
shipment bfa Germany to Spain of various war materials and the construction in 10/7/43
Spain of armament works. Following radiogram appears to identify him as a head
of German secret operations in Spain. -"To Reichfuehrer SS Himmler. Berlin. On

your birthday sincere wishes and the assurance of undonditional loyalty. Bernhardt."

prf/cnb

Subject sent a cable to Frau Oberst Veltjens,Heerstr, Berlix, wishing her his ' H 46194
sincerest-sympathy on the tragic death of her husband. Censor.

no/cb 10/11/43

Pablo WI.EDENBRUG is subject's sonoia-law. SJ FIN 9594
Condemned

dd/cmb 11/25/43

Subject seems to be oberfuhnrer of the SS in Madrid. He sent New Year's greetings 10462-101
to the following people by radiograms Hinmler, General von Faupel, Hitler.,Goering, 1/1/44
Goebbels, Rosenberg. Rommel, Gen. Sperrle. Gen. Richthofen, Gen. Jeschonek. Gen.

Warlimont, Koerner, and Ohnesorge.
nem/cmb -

a .- .mo .



BERNHARDT, Johannes Card 3

Cable from HISROWAK, Berlin, to SOFINDUS, Madrid, as follows: "For BERNHARDT H 53249
your 922 (attached) radio set (7) so far not received." 6/26/44

cmb

Germsn; SS Upper Group leader. Political head of Sofindus. Plans to send Luis RX 163
LLANSO JORNET to U.S. as personal representative to investigate export field Madrid
for pout war. Reported to enjoy the confidence of Germanofiles who are high 8/21/44
up in the Spanish Government and is the medium through which are arranged the
purchases of priority materials bought by Spain from the Allies. Tel. 61304.
ens HEINEMANN stated that UNICOLOR owns wolfram mines in Spain and that in
gaural, 50% of the capital of the mines is German owned. Subject manages a
great part of this business. He sold the first airplane to Franco in 1936.
omb

Cable from subject to HISROWAK, Berlin, as follows:" BERNHARDT and SCHAEFERS XI 986
arrived safely in Madrid today." W/T
hft/omb 8/30/44

Radiogram from subject and the staff of SOFINDUS, Madrid, to the Fuehrer of the 10452-911
German Beich, Adolf Hitler, Reich Chancellery, Berlin, as follows: "We are send- 596
ing our Fuehrer Adolf Hitler our heartiest congratulations on his birthday, With 9/11/44
unshakeable faith."
emb

3 .R' _ADT , Johannes card 4
:(L-5830

uboject is head of 3CFliU3 and HIISEA. rie is also director 1/26/45
of IaITA s.a., estudios y explotaci..nes mineros, isilbao, of
which Guillermo PdCii is also a dlirector.

rit :5616
Subject is the orgai:-r of 'I3MA and the president of Kdadrid
3 FINDUS and 23UD108 1 ;.PLOC =-.I'd.iC3 .. : and 11/24/44
director of T \z-C .. d , .&/ - and .- , --.+.'

and is closeLj associatei with all 3 ?_1US ?p tioA3.

Subject is listed among "certain prominent Expulsion Candidates" the British RX-406
I-: requested Madrid to include in the 2/2/45 expulsion list which will be sub- Madrid

mitted to the Embassy for its consideration in requesting expulsion from 2/2/45
Spain.Subject and the other "prominent Candidates" appeared on the British
June 1944 list.
omb

With regard to RX-406, subject is on previous or forthcoming British expulsion XX-004-2602
list. 2/26/45
Somb

Johannes BERNARDE, listed as Director, arrived in Lisbon from Madrid and stayed XL-2299
at the Hotel Victoria between Sept. 23 and Oct. 1. ONI

A-2

cmb 11/9/44
cm

C N



Johannes BERNHFdtDT, German, Madrid, was granted a Portu;uese visa at HX-350
the Madrid Consulate on 12/12/44; requested for 6 days. Subject was Lisbon
born in Osterode, East Prussia, 1/1/97; bears passport #2031 issued 1/31/45
at Madrid 10/5/43. He arrived from Madrid 9/28/44 and registered at the
Hotel Victoria; left 10/1/44. Arrived in Portugal through Elvas-Caia,
9/28/44; Portuguese visa granted in Madrid and good for 3 days only. Was
in Lisbon again 12/1/44, arriving from adrid by plane.

cab

Subject applied at the Madrid Consulate for a 3 day Portuguese visa. German HX-214
director. Passport 2031 issued Madrid 5/10/43, arrived in Portugal via Elvas 3/10/44
Caia 5/29/44, registered at the Victoria Hotel the same day. On 5/31/44 he
was at the Palace Hotel at Bussaoo, left 1/6/44.
mrw/crab

JiuJo e( c (]now lives 3L .. veniida 1-ei 'llli 3, I.Si..e.t ee
Lo have laft sa i. 1,-4 -,or e auuin,.nee us ..orked asa 1J-. 2
clark L lie JI.3 loupany. la id3o ise receivei i....:ci1

assstce ro. ne dier'zai&u Cover~mejt a AC.. Lu .. l a.xjrt
and lIporL oa . .;7 In""S lHy e a ae c.tiaiof the . -/ish--
German claims commission, ":n1 ;ince that' ti- has suyervisej une iivesting;
.of.. 24 billion aieicluarks, inl .:iish industries, facwuries,comria
companies and real st.Le; ...oruver, he has lllaeily invesl-i lar'e fu:.
for iiermann i .,Aa, wuo rd±dC i as a ersonal f1riied. tie is Le ay
German oper..tor i.t large scale forei 1n exchange transacioins i:volvin,; the
-purchases of dollars and pocunis. Two of subject's princ ipal aS.stants

teiter of SOFInDUS in adrid; of the Wirtsehaftsministerium. +fl 1364
XEI 1333
10/23/44

Subject arrived at the Av. Palace Hotel.in Lisbon from Madrid on 11/15/44. XL 5343
NA; A-2

cmb 12/12/44

Radiogram from Baron von HOYNINGEN HEUNE, German Ambassador to Lisbon, to TR 00146/441
subject, sending New Year's greeting to subject and SOFINDUS. 12/31/44

dd/cmb -

Nazi ik-nister , :.ilhelm Obnesorge, (inister for Post and Bellmore
Telegraoh), reolies to greeting sent by subject,as follows: 2171
"Many thanks for your kird Rew lear :+isneas waic 1 most heartily 1/22/45

freciprocate. With kind regards and with firm confidence in victory,
.iieii iitler, yours," Jig. vilhelm Obnesorge.

Subject wrote note of syr..pathy to R:hiasL's w.idow. Belore'
Subject's address: .v. Generalisiuo 1, a-rid; is head of 1051
30FINDU3. onetllies, Oi 'aZi JJ.iLiC.. OCCuAins he sig.s - 10/20/44
messages "dernhardt.,. 3S 6Uerfueirer"
h f L

- ,

+ ,



EHRNdARDT, Johannes Card 5-

are Herbert and Oacar -5Vl iEHt, Madrid. ,, _n

. On SCiLIDT, Etoril. Portugal, of the YASSEKSTEITl Bureau, German post-war **HK-466espionage organization in Portugal, has worked in a large transport firm Lisbonat'Frankfort s.Nain. -e has directed all transport to Germany with Mr. 4/19/46Bruno LESSER, aaoooplice of subject in Madrid. Dr. ECKERT. also connected
ith this Werwolf organization, has created a solid organization with ZICERMANN,

?1 [LD:R PORST, WALDHUSEN,'BEIUHARD in Spain, Bruno LESSER, LASSEN& Co.,
IELLWEILER,. Dr. JA40, etc. 'These firms have wogkodopenly and ECKERT has allowed

- thento make as much as they wished. ECKERT controls the affairs end fianaeas
- is friends .ECKERT, Demmercial Attache in Lisbon, is directly connected with

.nSubect is on the board of HINGSTE, CORCHOS 'UM. (Firm- q.v.) , XL6436
aid of NOVA S.A (Firm" q.v.) Was. a.German gov't nominee for 15 Feb-45
_____a_ ld___ ~ .~ .' latter SH Serieiss,

Sutj eot is "named as a Var Qriminal by Von G01DAIER. Sub- 7-112

iect g s aeheral and S.D. head in Sp.ain' - d '.
Madri a

x.=BE~ RDT, .'Johannes. Card-6 ' - -X-2T -

.Tforner was on subject's payroll. Subject's immediate' ':5/22/45
superfo'r is Kw1d-KRUSE, head of the skins export section of

- SOFIlDUS. Sub ect wanted to send infor aer to South aerica and told hiim
to s'tudy .code w'rk. .. :.

.Summary of Londoni.~info on subject:* .
'S Johanes Ebebihard Fanr AflHNHARDT (Sturmfuehrer). German. Born

Osterode Gast Prussia) 1°:1.97;. as aniaging director in laadrid
since at least 1941 of .he German firm SOFLDUS he. collaborated 2 July.45
closel ;wiSth both the 5.ipo and SD and the AbWehr; under his -ndon
direct'on. SOFINDUS, in addition to serving as a .purcrasing agenc ,-
handle..foreign exchange transact.ons for tne German government

Sand ,the iGeraan I- S,.orovided cover euaployment for Sipo and SD

agents, -sowuetimes payiag a part of' their salaries, facilita ed

-the grantiag of banish viaas to abwehir agents by oromisi.I employ-
-ent set up bank deposits (probauly.in Spanish names)' to provide for

;<:we1r expenses in casa of a diplomatic break between Spain' and
- Germany, and. &ssisted the German I.a. ii var ous other ways;
reported '.n :or'i. 1944 to be engaged' in muggling wolfram to Germany;

h. .belped 'KdM Scaii;with.}custmsI problems at .irun .n Sept 1 44; handled, -

in ov. 1944 - the transfer by SOFIIIDUS t the Graan. rmd~assy of Ptas.

16,00,000 for ths use of idM spain; closely cohi acted from Oct. 1944

a .1 1945, in coliaboration with tie Germani Lmbasy, the naval

9a 6. f '.". 'yK '

tit



(con't
Attache and Kdi Soain with a uuiob.. of atitepts, mostly unsuccessdul,
to Ship supplies clandeuts.;, fro. pa;LSh .)or 6s to Gean garrisons
isolated ca the French coas u, Leese un .ertakings being separate from
those being coaducted simultaneously. for tre same purpose o ast
Hambur-; list d for expulsion, out was still in Spain in April 1943;
amarried with at least tLree children; passports (1)- Ao. 1621/40,
(2) Nio. 01567 issued aadrid 30.1.40, (3) 1io. 2031 issue. : adrid 5.10.43
and (4) Io. 1936. Mtdress: (1944, office) Av. del Generalisimo 1
Madrid (tel. 36822' 36821, 32714, 42364, 42365): (1944., private)
Av. del Valle 3, ,.adrid (tel. 44997).
(This info sent to spain)

ld

Name submitted by E0RDNWHE in list of German Nat. Soo. who have been outstanding 20637-613.
;;because of their repooaohable attitude. #465

cib 6/13/45

-bERNHAP.DT of SoFINDUS - SD agent. R 797
/ - RBEX 179

cb -1

At Madrid (1 avenida del Ceneralisimo) is the headouarters of German FPI-6.114

secret services under the orders of General BERNUH'APJ. Probably subject.. 3/6/45

hft Under subject's direction, the S.D. in Spain 'xtends its ramifications
2oward South Arerica and Portugal, while maintaining contact with La Haye and the
German I.S.

CSubjectaarrived in Portugal, on LUSITANIA EPRESS 3/21/45. Carried Ni=4
asspor.t 1936/45', issued at 1 adrid 3/6/45 1b6

* ~ - . ~ -. . . - . 3/29/45

? r Heinz TaHE3, ,who in 1940 was head of the Iberian Section of-Amt VI of the XX 7019
B rHstited thitin 11 40 he was asked to go to the Iberian Peninsula :to 5/21/45

co deame a reiotor 2oI-th trunspozt fire!L\RIO 'in Salamanaa ARION'was an affi.iation
OFDUSithe rowner of which was an SS Standartenfuhrer whose name IRNES: - -

i oa&no~ reinember- and who was evidently the German Liaison Officer with Franco.

1k gin'elly' this'1azi dignitary was sont to Spain i connection with the. deliry -l .

52: laneslili '10: was to establish a br.nch office in Lisbon with - -

e). S S;> i-.b'ge Thd possible occuaption of Spain ernd perhaps -Gibraltar was :am
itott betoto the reason behind s.11 this.

SS tanfuirer 1.. believed to be subjeot. -emb)

"ldin i Germs olders of siafe depos'it- boone in Lidbon bamnka. H
soe11 a noori ei-fansdireotorj born Osterold, Baat Prussia 1//87. Egdis; 3

0O sud iadrid.10/5/43. Arrived vi. Eloas Caia 5/29/44, registered 4

t a inys td 4Regaitered-Palaoe Hotel, Diisasoo 5/61/44j left '/i/44. On1
a day visa for Portuali, issued by. the Port.. Consulate, Madrid.

c 28 Eaivafaois. Left-ootdrVictoria 10/1/44. On 12/12/44 was grsnted :
6 y rtugal, issued by'Port. Consulate at ndrid.

,4 rw : ,. ... .

.5 -i



BERNEARDT .Johannes Card 97-
LMC-002-707
7/7/45

FOIMER states that financial reserves had been amassed in Spain to supplement
Abwehr activities after the cessation of diplomutic relations.between Germany
end°Spain. SS Grippenfuehrer BERNEARD built up a sizeabai mining business in ,
wolfram'.oie and tungsten. Suject's home is located in Madrid on the Avenue.

det\(Generalissimo, next to the Deutsche Bank. Otto BRANDT was involved in the -

4-yar plan and probably has connections with EERNhARDT, Hpan ENGELK2, managr of4-erpe n rbbyhscnetoswt M W-T pnEGL~ aae fthe urchasing agency for tihemffen SS in, Paris., wtas in Spain around the end of
.1943 azid had contacted subject. -

The lBritish have informed us of the following situation which has developed in Madrid 6/284
betwien their representatives and subject, head of the German holding company SOFINDUS.
SAINt! and the American'Ambassador have been kept informed and are participating in the

A isc'us'sions.
Subject has ot'ered to work for Allied interests in the management of SOFINDUS. He has
agreed to aa'oept any directivesmlaid down by an Allied ..adiisory coreittee, which would";

rae:t as a board of directors of- SOFINDUS. Subject estimates the present capital assets
of SOFINDUS to be five hundred million pesetas. Subject appears todbe the only person -

in. Spain able to establish thaw' the companies are German-owned sand the capital provided
the GermainGovernmfent.::Subj"et is prepared to give'll assistancea'nd.:woul~d-continiue

-#t; directathie whold=SOFINDUIS:combinel under coomplete Allied. ontrol., H erould -rveel
a1-~.as'estii ,which SOFINDUS'has hiden in Spain

-< -_ "g.' .:°. over -

_ anT ohnes.- ' Card B : 4:"

X1 o z y SOFINDUS

, r nes LANACO (Cia. Gral de Lanas) -
, '. "'f::- P.ria (Erportadora de Pieles -

~ ~i. ~ CORCHOS DS' A1tDLUCIA
TRANSpoRTE5 lIkRION

-SCHOLTZ. HER'ANGS -
INfREAIFS DE ESPANA

- E. GAER TNER S'.R.
-; ; 4_AGRO S.A.

NOVA S.A. -

3 ;CiningCompanies * ARALAR S.A. ---
-' '1DNTANAS DEL $UR
-- ' DIGREDOS ( Sierra de Gredos)

SANTA,TECLA
JNTES DEGALICIA -

'y ;R? M~~1ONTAI4".:A&c ;

nos SOMAR~
FLORURCS -

- e . lENSA.Edr-
: lii .'\ pi .. _: :".. .- _ _ I:. - .w .. _. .-..... _- ......- _- w._ .... "....+..wv _v . tr: J~ i .G4 '

*..c, 
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Sippin,; Computics ?rC:11
TPidESCO..A.
':I SA
BAlI

cmb

XL-12621
7/11/45
elm

Otto GIRERT was in contact wfith subject, StandartfAherer ir tie S.S. FPX-6814

6th page from end of doc. description of subject, etc. 21 June 45
Interror of'

Willy BIE
hft

Subject has provided the folloving info re his activities i Spain
At the outbreak of the Civil iar, subject, a G-rman, who was living in dpanish
n1orocco,offered his services to Fe;CO, who was a fri!.d of nis. The urgent problem
of the moment was transport, and it was decided that suject sould see Hitler
to arranae for. trausport aircraft and material to be sent to Sta in. Although

Hitler was willing to send supplies as a political fauno, Goer,ing insisted that they
be paid for in dpanish products. In order to accomplish this exchange, subject set
up two companies, ROWAK in Berlin and lEISMAJb. in Tetuan. As the exportable surplus
available to Spain consisted of products such as wines, resind, skins, cork and minerals,
subject found it rsecessart to launch subsidiary companies to teal with each of-these
commodities. He therefore founded-A0, EXPORTADCRA DE PIELES, Ci... GENERAL LE La.NAS,
HER1iN GkERTgia and i.IEJ.LCS ne ESPANA, all under the control of HISiA. In the course
of time other companies were either bought or acquired. Subject sel up u number of mining
companies, and SCFINDUS in in posse:ssion of one of th.: nost comprehensive mineralogical
surveys ever made in Spain. :IIS1 became the largest and probably the most important
single factoijf in the economy of I1~ionalist Spain. In. 11/38 it was rcploed by SOFINDUS,
an organization virtually controlled by the German Government under the direction of subject.
As a condition to :is ccopera:.ion- with the nllies, s bject has stipulated that , as he is
personally indebted to many persons in Spain in high places, no trouble'hh caused these
persons. Subject reiterated 'that under no circumstances would he compromise the poeple mho

had assisted hima in his work. A British expert in dadrid considers that, although a defe..ced
enemy national:, subject is still d forceful personulity:and a pcrtent factor in Spanish
politics. He is'said to be responsible for Jpain's present government, more than any other
individual. Ham Lore influence with Franco than the British and American Embassies combined.
It is doubtful that the Spaniards would 'ever a;ree to hand subject over to the Allies.

The follwring are the German stace-owned enterprises in Spain which are either contrclled
by subject directly or through SOFINDUS. continued on card

lf 5 i 1
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BI:NHARDT, Johanmes 6/20/45 __--

Upon Gemany's surrender, subject's name was presented to the Spanish

Foreign office for immediate internment.

cmb/i±t - -
IL:12762
7/12/45emb -

- . 1999*

pur. 7/13/45
pgrp ar4 - -n 7 ..

-

- a 7760 - 0
-Pa 2, par.g 6/18/48
cab --

@ 907 , -- -
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-I 8837
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'D AiXQ2, Joh'an'es x.-C707-
no date

C ornan. Oborfaehrer of the 3S. 'aid not .elon:: to ,he RSH.A service. Director eneral
or techical adviser of 30suw:DUS. At first was a: uninportant enployec of ne WIL-13S
firs, During tile spa:;is. civil bar ongifod in arns traLic to Yrance. Very clever.
Has been employed to deal directly vrith Franco, 'ho likes hin. Has made a considerable
sun of noney. i arried a. dau ghter of I 7ithin eight years, he has acquired
money and titles. 1Ie now has a villa at innadlid and t:zo larme farms, one at Salamanca
and the other at Alicante. Vis connections are porerful and although ho is no. 1 on the
list of enpulsions demanded by the Allies ,e has nev:: left the country. Uives the
cover of SOFIDiS to the services of the German, I.S. About 35 years old.
hit _

Page 5, para. 26 XX 9837-9839
cab 11/13/45

In 1936 subject received financial assistance frog the Gonan government to RX-955
form IIIS.A import and Export Co. In 1939 was made chief of Spanish-C-err.an S Sept. 45
Claims 0ordission and since that time has supervised investing of 24 billion
Reichsmarks in Spanish industries. Personal friend of GO.2Ifl. .iis principal assistants
are i.erbert and Oscar ViTlAR. Heinrich ?AUP., w.her he was in the Puerta del Sol, rrote
his wife and asked her to go to subject and explain to him that he must get him out of
jail.
hft

BERNHARDT, Johannes

Herbert and Oscar WIMER are two of the principal assistants of subject, who RX 549
'was formerly the representative of their firm, H & O.WIYER, in Tetuan. Subject B-3

I is now head of SOFINDUS, the German holding company which acts as cover for SD 4/9/45
cprations.Subj.is oorisidered the principal figure in the SD in Spain.
omt; - - -- :

Document ,givea list of employees of H & 0 WIUIMER. Source is Spanish policerecords RX 686
dated Ja.-4,1944. Subject is not listed as an employee, nor does his nane appear W/BC B-3
Ias connected 3ith this firm. 4/18/45

emb.

No additional info. XL 10127
Madrid

- 5/3/45. cmb -

Ed-866
V/BC; B-2
19 Tuly 45

- - iZ.-896
V/BC; B-2
1 Aug. 45

.; :



BERNHARDT, Johannes Card il .

Page 23, #3; page -24, paras. 1,2; page 25, #4,6. App. VI &VII. -0D 9618

qq 
10/26/45

tomb
Subject is included'in list of Amst VI representatives and agents in . . 4HiTS 1837
Spain. After his name is "comprehensive economic organization). SCmti.NBERG
In.Spain one of the big tasks was. to supply the French Atlantic ports still
occupied by the Germans vith food. Almost all the sailin& boat expeditions succeeded.
It was managed by. subjedt and STSidZ.
hft

SCHOERER-STOLIE,.when he yent tb Buenos Aires on an espionage mission, was XL-9771
given a firm in Madrid which Srma thought was called B=iWARDT as a cover 5 Oct. 45

-6 address. A Interrog of.
H. SOtERL

SSuijet is alleged to bave 80 -million Pesetas:. most of it. in southern Spain. Frau 20637-528
SCHAEFFRS, subjeotia secretary, went to sduthern Spaii with him. He allegedly has n370

seVeral f ncas in the south. . . ... -, - 5/28/45
Cam .": bJ . . ...ab-

'B o4J h es Ca rd

o and pseudo-oficial'foreign currency, goldad art dealer of
e;;Fie Reich and its, formelr leaders'. necaie extremely rich in his service.

-.... ntrir~y~ta statemfent o irntergogation Report to the effect that subject
_":-s h°>ad of GRILLE; and ,that neswas installed as General ).anager of

BTFINDUS, BOW steates that-M1OSIG was head of tgTIF and" that BERNHARDT
1hs'hd been' GIeeral. lanager of' SOFIIDUS in that he had founded the

/ rganization in 19.8
* -

.ei .:.i.: :", ..,.. ..............

;,nto froim Karl DE2NINGER of Sternberg C=1221.
S=:SOFINDUS'was set up as as big corporiation, under the leadership of 5/16/67

=-bdr oaipenfutehrer HERHMANN,fnu (believed to be subject), a .
fridd f-both'frahoco and Hitlei'. HERRMANTN establ'ishedta.

-atount of'several sillion. pesetes for DEIINGER, whoz ,e 'had
~ ^ ? s il'to':r'ema iSpain tHERMN was further. charged with. the

r n..rt of Spanish Noroccan t:coops to Gerany He speaks perfect
.. . sh, and travels in :pain under four different Spanish name's*
-mil' lives ,in a villa at'Sevilla. One of his'a.des is.HAM ES

-_. whias 'hief, of the SD in all Spain. Both HRRIJANN and BAMES are
Stifl' ""r vin' in Spain, preswmably still continuing ,their. activities.

y, '4''t':e- .. e. . ... "V. - . f.7

5 .. , ' i . ' :"
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Federico CARRUNCEO is well known as one of subject's right-hand :i-11487
men. SERRANO SUNEI'1R was first contacted by Germany's top agent, 4/1/48
subject; who elicited valuable info re franco's plans. Demetris
CARCELLER- SEGURA, Spanish 1Einister of Economy, contacted through
subject. Subject also contact of BAU, former hiinister of Commerce.
Under the influence of subject's clever nachinations, General
ARANDA served indirectly as a source of infd. JNMoz GRANDES, formerly
commander- of the Blue Dividion and later Franco's Adjutant maintained
contact through subject. Subject was one of SCTELMBERG's top agents.
SINGER and MOSIG also top. The "Organization Grille" was covered and
:camouflaged through SOEINDUS. The purpose of "Organization Grille" was
to 'further develop social and commercial leadsand connections initiated
by.sub'ject, and to exploit them from a counter intelligence point of view;
to establish new connections and to maintain existing links with sources
of. info represented primarily in the persons of.CARCTLER, BAU, EThUNOZ

SGRAlDES and General ARANDA. Subject was SCHE LIENBERG's main representative
-and No. 1 person of confidence in Spain. Began career in GIS in Spanish
-Civil War. Became the most influentail personality and important
-intermediary between the German Government and Franco. The most imoortant
sources' of. info in'Spain wei-e initiated by subject. His preoccupation with
maiters of economic and.coamerical nature resulted in neglect of contacts in
-intelligence.- To assist in his tremendous task, to maintain contacts he had;
established, and to expait sources ,of info in Spain, the organization "GRI.T.R'

;' th iO:SIG in. charge was created. Subject aged-48; "1.7a m tall; stocky -
bni1d black'.hair; bushy eyebrow9. Believed,still in laadrid,

wa.lthiest Germans'in Spe0in. 20637.-24_-

k-*~- (192
~ 29 . 2; 5/1/458

-r* 'a. . .e .t

-Hrfurer. Ieauftragter in1adrid Head of German-Spanish fir of I -88y15

0dWsiinPRowak. Arranged :for air transport of Spanish :oroccan-troops.frodm In erro
* .~7 .y...... .- a.'n *I' . .. a... .. r u'

. EU said that subjct had on hand as of March 19, 1945, -so-called Econe 0003
"..:rsonal''tunds believed to amount to 80,000,000 pesetas , apart fron all Embassy; ? 3

' <a .:<. hex~ rasets of sOFIIjS andaffiliates.. ROBE was an accountant with 18 Jan -46

-:" p . 2 no additional info X-2 3024T

tz ACKNR Interrog Liaison officer of the German of .- 18

?mbassy Madit Gssimo FRaNCO,- installed as General Mana 'r of 3/8/48

''~SOFIigUJtS Co., "Chief of the'rganization GRILLE :of Amt. VI of the'
Aa'which engaged in interior Spanish problems.- Description: 50; 1.88 .

-- ayse i'ss; -round face, browneyes; dark hair. Owns great property

Sna cante, Spain (in twon'of Denia) with .a private WiT station. Art
-- t - gon'



-BRHARDT, Johannes Card 11

=I A Mr. SCHEEL, formerly an employee of SOFINIUS, mentioned to a member of RX 1218
the British Trusteeship eE the former German Bbassy. the existence of a &/4/4.
"secret fund" of several millions, and of a camouflaged enterprise called
"An'er".'The fund of several millions is probably the monies handled personally
by subject but there is no trace ,cf "Anton", other than the Christian name
of WALE. On 2/17/45 it *as reported that W&AdLE ranked next to subject as the
most important organizer of supplies for Germany. 1n view of the connection of
all three subjects, MHLE, BE!TARDT and SCBSEL, with MPINDUS, the reported

4 . existence of a "secret fund" of several inillions and of a camouflaged enterprise
called "Anton", there is a possibility that WAHsE and SCHEEL may be .implicatedawith
subject is such an enterprise.
cmi'

Subject worked for the 016( organization, which eras interested in buying
m :garierchandise, acquiring foreign exchange and circumventing the Allied -

Blockade* - MAUIK4 -
- hft **

Shaef No. :24124. Rank Oberfuhrer. ?Referat VI. Beauftragter X-9249

- in Madrid. Connected with Sofindus Fir . 9/20/45

r o.ne Card-14
- -;

r l. Report of Otto WIEDE&ANN.: .ff35
AN who was in Barcelana in summer of 44, receired

3 i~atruction's to accompany BAU and subject to Berlin.

7 /Sbect was Nazi Party member no. lb72619, having entered the
Farty:,on 1 April -1933. 2 A-.

o new information. ----

.BC364 reported that subject had sent 21 baskets full of food, O sX ]38B
, oigarsttes, etc., to the jail where the Germans were held. sometizde/29/46

r c~ucag te ast.,week and even .went .so-,far as Wo appoint a "Alodkat "'
ll lAerx a ion6,theia. Soure is- of they opinion that subijg it

_ °, ti l the leader of German resistance groups and morale in° general -.

H,~ HiL TE sys be recalls that a. certain IENMRTS (phonetic) probably Subaut) SRN66
Ii)'as the Chief of the German Aber i-EPv Madrid. On 20 Ju7ly 1944; he 2Octa4 6

-prafsupsed 'to aive been replaced by a BERNHARD, the leader of the TIiSMA. Isterro& o
Fith his'tlio brothe's-in-at, he was supposed to h ave been the head of the i artin:;

-S 1 2-Tbsirgnames were 'erbert and Oscar WIDM.A

b (



BERHARDT, Johannes Kai 1
30 Oct. 46

NOLTIm de la IMa was reported in Jun3 45 to be training W/T operators for B-2
future service in a clandestine German organization to promote post-defeat
activities in Spain. Subject and MOSIG were said to be part of this organization.
hft

hen SOFINDUS heard of the plan to transfer the OTO Organizsation's activities 20637-822
from prance to Spain, subject started a wild campaign against the project, being #5761
agraid of competition. Since :iw subject had the greater power, being s SBS 7/31/46

" Standartenfuehrer and also an influential personage with the different 4panish
Jinistries, the Abwehr's request to transfer the OTTO Org. to Spain was turned
.down.

-cab .

- FINpUS was the Sp. continuation of the firm HIL founded by subject and Ax 12391
CARJANZA in feet- Tetuan as cover for the support given by Goering to Franco 8/14/46
duing Me Cil War. SIjOSS states that the Condor Legion later became the Interr.
-(official organ'end toockie place of EISMA, which then became a purely 8omnercial SIiLOamSS'
tirliider the direction of sub at and, with German approval and the support Ef

- Franco, 'for'the purpose of implementing the GORING. 4 year/ plan as regards ROWAK, Berlin.
- Subject chief of Sofindus, was ,for-mer chief clerk with H & O 'WILMER & Co.

cmb

A reprt by the American Military ittache at Idadrid: "Who's W~ho = T-n\
"altber BECZER, former Commercial Attache to the German Embassy; ; .
a'd'rid., Spain, N. 407-45 of October lo, 1945, setting forth. 2/21/46

- .BEC0DR s ovn account of his life and career, together with
irneresting info on his activities in Brazil. BECER and subject are
-regarded by Nadrid Eitbasy as the 'two Ger~mans who were probably'most

- conversant with the economic activiti T the Nazi Party and Reicli
cn' Spain. - A

d;

itzNARDER Interrog.: TLAN2 had' justereturned from a tirip to ,tE-40
- S~alamanca, where he had inspected the station and its personnel, 3/2/46

-iad had come to an arrangement with subject, lhe manager'of HISMA,'
- he German-Spanish clearing firm at Salamanca, regarding a projected'
?'l4n -of about 100,000,000 Pesetas to be made by. the German Reichspost

oq the Franco Government. After the necessary formalities had been
_' completed, FLANZE and POi' travelled via Stuttgart, Geneva and

. - seiies to Salamanca. Here POW met subject. ZEPP his secretary,..
Consul-General KOiiN, the Att,.ohes KROGRR and .BOBRIdK of' the German
T2bassy in Salamanca..:.FLANZE and PO9W had further conferences with -
i suject re suitable wavelengths f.or usec in Spain. A general plan Was
Porked out, but was st3i11 incomplete when discussions 'were interrupted

by subject's departure to Berlin on urgen^ business.. Subject's car,
- 6,lauffeur and an interpreter were laced at disposal ,of FLANZE aid POW.
oc-d['.

y .p !} # ''m 1 4 y , ,y
" i EYE ((°,{S! ° .5~ o° . 1 jT _ f.a



BERNHA.RDT, Johannes * Card-15
KSL:61

Subject has not been named for repatriation of this list. The Allied30 Jan 47
Safehaven Committee has requested that subject's name not be included

yinasmuch as he continues to be in a position to render ix valuable ass-
istance, and for that reason they do not wish to jeopardize his
collaboration. On numerous occasions, subject has been reported to
be the head of an important Nazi resistance group in Spain. He continues
to occupy offices in the Allied controlled Sofindus building in Madrid,
where he continues to receive visitors. He was recently reported to have
held a meeting, in his Sofindus offices, of several well-known Nazis, at
which time he is said .to have remarked that his office was a most
appropriate meeting place inasmuch as he enjoyed what he termed
Nextraterritorial rights". It has also been argued by the British and
American Embassies that any attempt to secure subject's repatriation would
meet with failure in view of his intimate relations with Spanish authorities
and his former financial assistance to Franco during the Civil War.
ojd

GRIMM stated that SOFINDUS or HISMA was a German government agency EL-1005
and was headed by subject, who is still at large iii Spain. 20 Dec 46
o d Han GRIL

Interrog.

SCard .6.

'?epor. refers to-end. expands N -1566
bec.snajse is under consimo.i for Bepatriation List to be presented 27 Oct.'4 7
.t. he 4panish during the current weeis The State SDept. wish his -name in-

$ ;.he Bri tih have asked our C- for help in advi ing the
iS'tat D ot .that' they wish to -se him ror a .on-eerm intelligence project ,

&a o that they beliee the 'Spanish Goyt, would refuse to repatriate him.

"'sSSmD, has not yet'been used for any intelligence purpose apart from Safe

einformatibn on' German assets. The British consider hiii .qualifJed to

- isl'" e arts, that' wolfram is. bdi'ng 'smuggled from Spain and going oy''07
ckr den 'channels to the'-USSk. British le'tter,.quot'ed in -report. mention.s;".

9 " 'r eseni; "goo'd.i-ill towards us"

-ubj)\.:and..others, a Wolfgang Otto, HB RG to whom he is known Cableo 5t"
Sacoopeationwith te A2lied Control Council, continue to .makce, 15 Jan $?'*8

fea;poesihie ~1n Spain with the .assistance o.S the jNazi friendly sdrji4 *c . -

i have decided to kill hjim(Frohberg) ,.-

Sn ' e .was deleted from the repatriation list by the Spanish who gave StI
dhsollowing reason. This name does not apper on previous lists, subj 'n 37

ri i rcontact with the Allied authorities -Maadrid, 1. Jul1 8
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BERNHARDT, Johannes E. F. iSI4A-109
15 Sept 48

A new radio station called "Radio Atlantis" was opened in Tangier, having
been organized by iario PIRELLI who is employed -by Clarence Oscar Lamberth, Jr., American.
Broadcasts are frequently devoted to tracing individuals for the IRO (InternatL-Refugee Org)
Recently Lamberth made a trip to Uadrid to see one of his business associated, Athanas
XEFsISOFF. PIRELLI asked Lamberth to call on BEZRNHARDT, SALVICCI and AVI.A. ihen
Lamberth asked iGFSISOFF about them, K discouraged him from calling on them by explaining
that they would ask him to smuggle funds from Spain to Tangier.
lift

JNso to COPS dated 21 Oct 47 written C _2 65--7-6 Misc oui oing

Col. Roland J.. H. MERTZ of the US Army in Germany was assigned by the army State, Muadrid
-to: purchase perishable foodstuffs in Spain for the American occu tion No. 628

troops in Germany. He asked the Fmbassy's assistance. He was anolo'nel , 3 Nov 4s-
biut .was acting in a private capacity without any connection with the army,
it Vs learned. Also, -it came out that his Spanish agent was Johannes E. F. BERNHARDT.

-?EHETZ said sub, Kas the only one with whom he could do business on a profitable basis.
-This is not true, says State. ERTZ later -severed his connections with subj.

;.;hft . doc in CIA library 'J _

'Fasciit Yoaement Sni Spais and other countries". dated 4 August 1948. wBB-783.

Subject claimied tobe a-member of movement in Spain. See Document.

erit~idonicfdN1'. tVfis obf JohanneE BERNHARDT in Spain:+" WuSOi 293
--- 8 Mr$ -~

Siject- .i probably German referred to who is still at large,
living at Avenida del. Generalisimo, and who was one of those who 0
at the beginning of the civil war finandaed capital necessary and who. 28 Aug 4

- -ith, his imoney took a very active part in transferring nationalist
\forees from Marruecos to Spain.
c jd .

Subject and Oscar NIILER are two Nazis who live indisturbed in Madrid '-a
-In 1936, 'when Franco'began activity against the Republic in Africa, C Li

subject and WVIIER lived in Melilla. They were both high agents of Ly VO'. 4
Hitler in Spain.' Througli them Franco made. his first demand for help

- rom; Germany,, Subject and WILfER wnet, to Berlin to prdsent Franco's
projposition. The talks in Berlin were not with Hitler but with Goe.rirg.
As a result the first help came from German -- men, technicians, war-
material for the .so-called nacional zone. ~For all this important and
-delicate mission of sending troops and arms, subject was designated.

-itb;ject often seen at hotel where ,Hans THOLiSEN's wife stays.

arSERG sear s agenni.'IG to, Spai' to gather politiial intellignoe, and M.KIIA 1087*
- BSIg u4 f isa assigmaen-Yd prevent sabotage in the Sofindus tungsten miie 4 3gg a7
a ,a coter. BIEMARD did not have a high opinion of X6SIG's ability.

nyI

es R

____________ 
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BEKNHARDT WSIM-344
1 Mard 50.

Major Fernando SANTAMARIA, Head of Falange network "D", which concerns
itself with foreigners in Spain, claims that there are two classifications of
Germans in Spain. One is that of Germans who continue to be Nazis, and the other
of those who "have sold out to the Americans." He identifies as the outstanding
member of the second group, BERNHARDT, "who has close connections of a financLal
and economic hature with the Allied Control Commission." He claias that BERNHARDT
was mainly responsible for the fact that commercial representatives of the Bonn
Government went back to Germany empty-handed after having come to Madrid to
negotiate a trade arrangement with Spain. The Bonn representatives were disi sted to
find that in order to carry out their negotiations, they had to deal with Nazis.
SANTAMARIA thinks, however, that the main underlying reason for the failure of the
negotiations is the fact that the United States controls the German economy, and does
not wish to lose its hegemony. -er

Subject is reported by one Xarl i.A. ITTIG to continue to control SOF. US HICOG-Frankfurt
and to give financial support to Nazis of Jestern Germany. Lenghby details 465
of a rather general nature are given in the document. Report says that 27 iarch 1950
Anton VAHLE is still Subject's assistant. CIA 424363 German Lxternal

Assets in Spain

Subject and Johann W. 'f'm bays interests in common. Q-11911
16 May 50

Subject, after bein; turned down on his visa application to the states, has .'=A-1221
change;.: is route and is believed to have left in mid-July for South .t.erica, 3 Aug 50
allegedly on business for his film companies (Sagittaria and Europa). iiis trip

uMDmamOT, Johnnnas

Lcc. to QJJAYK subject has brouight a device to Spain which the Sp. Army WSM-742
has been using socessfully, called DBZ IM T U7E1EET. It senge out micro waves. 9 May 52

1 i



was to bake si-c or eight weeks. WIIMRDT says he is tryinG to build up an inter-
national advisory burean with a Flemish refu-ee lawyer. Offices are called Infor-
Enciones Juridicas Internaciona-,es, located at Jose Intonio 43, L'adrid.

One Alfred O. PFISTERE, German, applying for work with this Agency in Germany MGLA-8298
listed subject as a reference, claiming he was chief manager in subject's firm 24 Sept 51

-SOFINDUS till 194l.

-JI

1



?NS:m iD reported that suzeaot uno 'ial re. of the ?tl"" ro-ai' .-- C:?A-3977
in S5pain in 1937, resporsible for s :rn the :i:.onatiats. ce is 4 7ov 1953
of the opinion Subeact accuired Sanish citiZenship, P:3-:1r infr.ed
that he suspects that Subject is row -rkiin in Stain for the British l..

is

i A _

D LtAmyT, Johames berhard Franz

CONTACT
CARD INDEX

;aturalized Se.pniard of German origin, personal friend of FPWlCO and of aFA 6056
Sir Osrald -"OSTEZ (qv). Food supply organiser for Crnana for nationalist 30 iar 5!

Spain during civil nar. Contact and intimate friond R ISW.'D 7D
(See also OFPA 3977; Spanish Priner)

NA


